MSCNY ARTICLE No. 12

The American Revolution and “Rotations”

n the time of wartime is essentiahlthough
Geoge Washington likely had a mechanica

clock or watch of some sort, we are told that
definitely had a “pocket sundial” or “ring dial”
gifted to him by the Marquis de Lafayette.
think we can reason thétashingtors oficers
also had one, and perhaps some of the enlig
men. For sure, in the rank-and-file, one soldi
in a group or company would have been
chage of reporting the time. Failing the luxu
of a mechanical time-piece, he would have us
a sundial and an hour glass, so | will go forwa
on that premise.

A rooster can be depended upon for &
alarm clock, but after that, one is on his own.
the American Revolution, there would have
been a 24-hour time-keepasing whatever he
could to a track the time of day and night.

Sundials are quite accurate, very accure
with practice and experience, but there is a cc
diton—one has to be able to see the su
Nevertheless, when the sun is out, it provides
means to both tell time and confirm it whel
other methods are used. | will venture to say tF
the mechanical watches of the Revolution nee
ed to be constantly maintained, and if immers
in water or damaged in battle, well... they
became expensive ornaments.

We are told by the Franklin Mint that
GeogeWashingtors “ring dial” was as seen in The dial shown here is positioned for the
the first adjacent photographfter some pre 70th parallel and the first third of May. One
liminary “programming” the device was placewould now rotate it right or left to the
on aflat surface (although I think one could holdesired parallel.
it) and the sun did the rest, as seen in the sectiese “time pieces” to report British troop
photograph. In the case the time would haveovements and thereby calculate the top’
been a bit before 6:00 a.m. arrival at a certain destination.

I think we can reason that a call went outto  Masons will recall the words, “As the sun
all of Washington's companies to “synchronizeules the day...,"and it certainly does; faithfully
sundials,” and if he were given a time of say &nd with absolutely no mistakes.
minutes to 6 a.m., you can bet that was the time. By the wayif the sundial did not work on a

American spies would have had one afunny dayit was time for lunch.

Reference: Franklin Mint and general knowledge. Continued
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Paintings and stamps depicting critical moments inAtinerican RevolutionTime was the
most important factor in controlling the movement3A&shingtons army Everyone had to
be on"the same page,” as it were, and it was the sun that was the common dendjuBfat
#1688a-¢e, 1689a-€)



