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Aside: This is an important paper because it underscores the very founda-
tion of the Masonic Order. The Roman Catholic Church was highly central
in the lives of most people in Europe during medieval times, and the skilled
stone mason craftsmen who were able to construct magnificent cathedrals
were held in very high esteem. That the stone masons organized themselves
into special groups was a natural outcome—they had a lot in common with
each other so wanted to associated on a fraternal basis.

The subsequent association of non-stone masons (accepted masons)
came about because it was seen that the groups or “lodges” formed by the
stone masons had very high prestige. That prestige carries on to this day in
what is now the Masonic Order, although actual stone masons no longer
play a major part.
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