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WILLIAM HOOPER

Reference: MP Vol. 16, No. 3, November 1959

Aside: A painting by John Trumbull
shows all of the signers or the
Declaration of Independence. The
painting is shown on an early US
stamp (#120) and later provided on
four stamps in a series (#1691 to
1694). A part of the painting is also
shown on the American Bicentennial

Souvenir sheet (#1697) with five
stamps showing specific individuals. 

The four stamps in a series
(#1691 to 1694) have been used to
provide the key to the individuals
shown in the painting, as provided
on the next page.

Since the article provided here
was published, 29 of the signers
have been identified as definitely, or
very likely, Freemasons. Those who
can be definitely identified as
Freemasons (i.e., their lodge is
known) are as follows:

1. DICKINSON, JOHN
2. FRANKLIN ,BENJAMIN
3. HANCOCK, JOHN
4. HOOPER, WILLIAM
5. LIVINGSTON, ROBERT R.
6. STOCKTON, RICHARD
7. WALTON, GEORGE

The other 22 possible or proba-
bly Freemasons have been deter-
mined in accordance with evidence
that suggests or indicates they were
such. In some cases, this evidence is
visits to lodges (i.e., recorded as a
visitor). Normally, one would have
to be a Freemason to visit a lodge. In
other cases letters or certain activi-
ties indicate Masonic membership. 

It is only through the passage of
time that information surfaces and
we can confirm Masonic informa-
tion. Now that we have the Internet,
information is being provided quick-
ly and efficiently, so we will likely
uncover other facts much faster than
in the past as we move forward.
Ed.
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