Russian “Army of the North” Stamps
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What might be termed as provisionaBoth stone masons and carpenters use a sq
government stamps were issued by thathough with the latteone “leg” is longer than the

Russian “Army of the North” (Russian initialsother | will venture a guess that a “moral lesson” wik

OKCA) in about September 1919 and discontinueteated soon after the square was invented.
in December of that same yed@here must have Whether the designer of the stamps used
been many produced because the stamps are notsquare as a general reference or Masonic referg
(Scott value 70 cents each). Howevenany will likely never be known, although I'm inclined tqg
forgeries were produced, and for that reason, tside with the latteiVikipedia states the following:
illustrations shown here are of cancelled stamps,

which | believe attests to their authenticity Freemasonry in Russia started in the 18th

The stamps found their way into Masonic lore century and has continued to the present day.
because they appear to show a square, positioned {Russian Freemasonry pursued humanistic and
the way as worn by the Master of a Lodfere was ~ €ducational r?_urﬁ)oges, but more attention 'Si
then speculation that wording on the stamps statedgglrirr:qJr?ityetoflciec')?)‘?:ejr'“tg q V\i/gsar? esfpfgr:ug)
“Are you a Mason?” | sent the stamp images to contribute to the prosperity of the Motherland
long-time friend in Moscow who has assured me that,ng the enlightenment of the people living in it.
such is not the case. His reply was that other than the
initials OKCA, the stamps show in Russian just the One might reason that showing a square
words “Postal amp” and the denomination. intended to make people feel better

The stamps are printed on very thin The little cross shown below the square
(inexpensive) paper and were obviously a “quigkeither a Masonic nor a Christian symb&gain,
fix” to facility postal services in the region nowaccording tdVikipedia:
controlled by thérmy.

Whatever the case, someone had to sit down andt [a cross] may be seen as a division of the
design the stamps and a die had to be made tworld into four elements (Chevalier, 1997) or
produce themThe artistry is very good and the cardinal points: c_)r_alternately as theT union of the
allegory on the last stamp shown is somewhatconcepts of Q|V|n|ty, _the vertical line, and the
intriguing. The background symbols on this stamp V'ld: the horizontal line (Koch, 1955).
are crossed Roman fasces, crossed arrows, crosse .
trumpets, and a central figure, which | believe is a ith regard to the third stamp shown, where

: . e two sheathed swords, such symbolize milit
ceremonial mace. In the foreground are circles wi L ver but ot the desire t’o Use Atzericans will
a square and a cross. b

The Roman fasces is recall this same symbolism on that8e of Freedom
atop the Capitol dome Washington, DC.
a symbol of govern- . :
For certain, whoever designed the stamps k
mental powerThe same :
) what he (or she) were doing, but whyfamy went
symbol is used on a US C .
. 2 to all the trouble of designing meaningful stamps,
stamp (#798), but is most L . :
o . ., opposed to designing very basic stamps, is
familiar to Americans by . . : . .
its use on the back (or interesting questiorAll 1 can think of is that the
. FE General in chge had a flair for stamp&Russia, Ar
reverse side) of the S ge pRussia, Armmy

i i f the North #A1 to A5
Liberty/Mercury Head dimél’he crossed arrows are o 0A%)

a symbol of military power; the trumpets are Rote: | do not have actual stamps, so if | have misg
symbol of declaration or proclamation; and the masemething in this analysis please let me know
is a symbol of authority =
Now we come to the wreathed square and Crq s«
which is shown on all of the stamps, so naturally w -
considered the most important symbolisithe |*.
square has equal “legs” and no graduations, so it s
true stone masam'square (graduations, incidentally S
which are now shown in Masonic symbolism, are §
incorrect innovation—but do look nice). 3
Although all references to the square as* Ti. 7 R SR S
symbol of honestytruthfulness, and morality are; R | s TR l‘*?@-_ -
now connected with the Masonic Ordesuch Soldiers of the Northwest Army. That Army later
definitely predated Freemasonry as we now knowjoined with the Army of the North.
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