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Presented on the following pages is an
article from The Masonic Philatelist in

Vol. 40, No. 2, June 1988, page 8. It is an
outstanding presentation and deserves
close attention. Many of us were likely
involved in unions, or in fact still are. Such
were brought about for the well-being and
protection of the working man/woman.
They were an “outcropping” of the
Masonic Order and were totally committed
to the precepts of Freemasonry. That the

passage of time brought about corruption
in some unions must not be taken as a rea-
son to look down on all unions. They are a
highly necessary part of our democratic
way of life. Without them, the standard of
living for “those who labor” would be
greatly diminished.

From an historical perspective, unions
(guilds) effectively brought about Free-
masonry, so the two are traditionally con-
nected.

The US postage stamp seen here carries the message “Labor is Life.” The epic
Masonic sculpture on the right is called “Labor is Worship.” They both extol the
“beauty” of honest labor, both as an honorable pursuit and a form of prayer.
Masons will recall the lesson of the 24-inch gauge. (USA #1082)
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