
What Would George Washington Do?

This intriguing question was considered by MWBrother William J.
Thomas, Grand Master, Grand Lodge of New York. Presented on the

following pages is his article published in The Short Talk Bulletin, The
Masonic Service Association of North America, June 2015.

What strikes one in reading the article is that it provides a little glimpse
into colonial America in the year 1748. We picture a teenage George
Washington struggling through a school exercise, possibly burning a little
midnight oil and twiddling his quill pen. His words reflect the moral mind-
set of the time, which centered on respect and honor—so important in
human interactions; and certainly a major factor in the role the young
Washington was to play in the formation of the United States of America.

MSCNY ARTICLE No. 45



2



3



4


