
The Numbers Don’t Lie
Has the Last American Freemason Alr eady Been Born?

Please look at this chart. Find the year when you became a Freemason and check the number of
US Freemason to the right; then look at the number for 2014. A discussion follows.
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The chart you have looked at is from
the Masonic Service Association of North
America. It as “official” as one can get. I
became a Freemason in 1973 when there
were 3,611,448 US Freemasons. As of
2014, there are just 1,211,183, which is
almost exactly one-third of the total when
I joined. (Note: To my knowledge, demit-
ted members who had not affiliated at the
times of the counts are not included, nor
are suspensions.)*

The highest membership number is
seen for 1959 (4,103,161). From that point
on, the numbers declined.

If we consider just the “declining
years” the total loss was 2,888,936 mem-
bers. This averages to 52,526 members per
year. 

What we see here is that more men
(members) are passing on to the Grand
Lodge Above or leaving the Order for
other reasons than are becoming members.
One does not need to be a mathematician
to see that if the decline continues at the
current rate, the last Freemason in the USA
will pass away in about 23 years. (Year
2039). Of course, one can fiddle around
with numbers, and looking at the last 14
years the best scenario is about 27 years
before “the end.”

Whatever the case, the future looks
dim unless there is a dramatic turnaround
in the number of new members joining our
Order.

Most of us would likely be opposed to
any changes in the age-old “process” for
admittance of new members. I have lauded
this process and commented on how
remarkable and emphatic it is. From my
own experiences, however, I have seen
how our aging lodge memberships have
resulted in great inefficiencies. Of course,
everybody is doing their best; but there
does come a time. I do believe that degree
work should be centralized by Grand
Lodges, along the same lines as the AASR.
This would take the pressure off the indi-
vidual lodges, and probably improve lodge
attendance. Naturally, each lodge should
have a choice in the matter.

I do believe that if new members went
through their degrees with highly efficient
officers and an experienced degree team
we would leave a much better impression

and an incentive to recommend our Order
to others.

Again from my experience, a lodge is
lucky to get 20% of its members to lodge
meetings. As a result, the lodge monthly
bulletin is the only communication a lodge
has with 80% of its members. If the bul-
letin were well-crafted with articles on our
Order’s situation, and other interesting
Masonic material, we might see more con-
cern and action. I doubt that at this time
more than 20% of members across the
entire United States are aware of what is
being said in this paper.

Perhaps the biggest question that
needs to be asked is how can the appeal to
join the Masonic Order be restored to what
it was prior to 1959? The major change in
the 1950s was reasonably access to televi-
sion. As a source of entertainment it was,
and continues to be, very hard to beat. I
would say every fraternal organization has
the same problem. Freemasonry requires a
commitment to begin with, and effort from
that point forward. Television requires
absolutely nothing except time.

There is a partial solution, but it only
applies to members who are, as they say
“on line.” Lodges could use websites and
email bulletins to keep their members
interested in Freemasonry. Some lodges
are doing this now. The objective, of
course, is to get current members to “sing
our praises” and hopefully attract the
members’friends and acquaintances.

The most aggressive approach to the
issue is for the Masonic Order to have its
own television channel. In Canada we
have the Aboriginal Peoples Television
Network, aimed at maintaining aboriginal
culture—same idea. It would cost mil-
lions of dollars to provide programming
and maintain; and the needed funds
would have to be redirected from charita-
ble pursuits. However, if the numbers
don’t lie, our “charitable pursuits” days
are numbered anyway.
CLM

*The members in these categories are
still Freemasons, they are just not includ-
ed in the counts. How many are there?
My guess is about 273,000. 
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