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I n 1976, the Republic of Sou#tirica cel
ebrated the 100th anniversary of the pu DIE

lication of its first newspaper in tidrican e ﬁ 2
language with this postage stardghat we Aff@_anﬁ e _ﬂ_@
see is the first page of the paper issued -:rﬂﬂ mﬂ,mﬁx’wgﬁ}mg; dngen. vertengt
Saturday January 15, 187@lthough not S e Oy
likely considered at the time, the stamp hdp D=t 13 SATURDAC, 15 JASUARY, 157, (N0 ¥
another distinction—most words shown. R (o SUIMURISSES A S

. . . Een Afrikaanse koerant! Wie bet dit ooit gedroom!
Wikipedia summarizes the paper as fOP . Afrikssnders! cen koerant in ons ei'e tal' Dis

lows:

Die Afrikaanse Patriot was the first
Afrikaans-language newspaper.
The first issue was published in
Paarl on 15 January 1876. Initially
a monthly magazine, it became a
weekly two years later.

Even though the first edition
had just 50 subscribers, it swiftly
drew sharp condemnation for pro-
moting Afrikaans as a literary lan-
guage, as it was then considered
nothing more than a "kitchen" vari-

bet balang mecite gekos om 3o vir te kom; dit kan ek
julle verscler, want die meeste Afrikaanders is net
steeks pinde, bulle wil mos nie glo dat ooy cen el'e
sl het nie.  Dic ou'c Patriotte how vas, en klou vas,
an dic Hollans taal; die jong mense vind die Esgrlie
tul ueer so daig mooi, en O'ertui’e gEaat net 30
moeilik, as om stecks pérde te leer pronk in die voor-
mig. Oas wil nou met ons “Patrice™ an die wereld

, dat om wel Je'entlik een taal het waarin oas kan
«C et wat ons wil,

“ATHIKAANSE PATRIOT,™

Ja, dit is die naamn vam ons blad! Fen beter naam
han ons mnooit kry nie, want cen “Pairisd™ is con
Hekse vent, cn 30 wil ons onv kocrant ook maak:—
Kein, maar fuks,

Op dic 15 van ider maand kan julle ccn besock van
die “Patrior™ verwag, en ek is seker, hoe meer julle
boen lees, hoe liewer julle hom sal kry, En hoe meer
[ julle ver hom wal besorge, hoe meer j

intekenaars jul
Julle dankbaarheid sal betoon' Ek sé: felew in! i
mer 5 selings in die jowr! SE an ol julle svinde,
telrm in ver die " Patrict,” dis wmar & seling: in &3
jer! Myn skepsels! wat is § sielings ver cen “Afri-
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ety of Dutch. By the third year, sub-
scription rose to 3,000 thanks to
the support from readers in the
Transvaal Republic.

The newspaper would howev-
er lose much of its readership in
1892, when it endorsed Cecil
Rhodes in its conflict against the
president of Transvaal, Paul
Kruger. Die Patriot ultimately went
out of business in 1904.

mother so that when your days are througt
you will enter Heaven and be with God;
The Fifth Commandment.

The first paragraph starts, ‘8did it;
ever revere youndfrikaners.” It goes on
to state that the publishers believe
Afrikaners have a native language and the
paper will show the world this fact, and
they can say whatever they want.

The second paragraph explains the

Naturally we are curious to know whatnhame of the paper and states that reade
the stamp says in English. | put the wordsan expect future editions. It then provides
through an on-line translatawhich provid the price of the publication.
ed a good idea of the contents. Although short-lived, the paper was a

The quotation shown under the titlenajor step in bringing about the Republic
effectively says honor your father angf SouthAfrica. CLM



