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VISIT OF THE TEANECK STAMP L

January 28th proved to be s gala might, with the visit of the Teaneck Stamp clih
After opening the meeting, Dr. OGeorge Cammitzer imtroduced Bro. Gordea Johnson,
president of the Teansock elub, who inmtroduced his officers and members. ‘the
mesting was then turned over to Mr, DeKruif, Program Chairman, who started
things relling with some good stories., The exhibitors were:

FRED LOELIGER -showing the Pro-Juvenmtute stamp of Switserland,
FRED KINILER -U, 8. Telegragh stamps.

HARGLD PERRY -U, 8. 50 and 100 years age.

HERBERT SKIMMER-Postal History ef Great Britainm.

STAMEY HARZFELD -a highly specialized showing of the Pestage Dues of Nether-
lands and Colonies,

The mesting exhibited a fims spirit of good-fellowship and was closed with
the distribution of posket stock eards suitably insoribed as a memsnto of
the visit. These cards wers presented by courtesy of MgRobbins the genial
gentleman in the office of Carl Pelander.

SHOWING OF MASONIC PHILATELY

Our meeting of Felruary 2nd brought out am enmthusiasiie group to witmess the

showing of part of the famous Masonie Philatelic collection of Dr. S. Duffiel
Syan, Dr. Swan's collection is mounted on pages enclosed im celophams so they
could be passed around without injuiry. The members saw fine Masonmic cancels
on cover mnd off cover together with relsted material. A very pleasant even-

ing indeed.
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FEB, 23rd MEMBERS COMPETITION,MASONIC PHILATELY
EAR., 2nd VISIT FROM SCANDINAVIAN COLLECTORS CLUB

MEETINGS FIRST AND LAST FRIDAY EACH MORTH
COLLECTORS CLUB BUILDING 22 East 35th 8t, N.Y,




T FREE MASONRY NOTES

Dr, 3. W, Geiser, of Southern Methodist University, Texas, made a valuabls
éontribution Anent Mesonic Lodges in Texas, in noting that Mhsonie Lodges
wore time-indicators of a town's prosperity.

One of the most striking phenomena of the advance of the wave of population
in the settling of the frontier was the chartering and establishment of
Masonie Lodges”, says Dr. Oaiser, in Southwestern Historical Quarterly, for
Jany. The Quarterly is published by the Texas Stats Historieal Society,
Austin, Texas,

Dr. Gaiser points to the begglnnings of Masonmry in Texas. In Mexican Texas,
Masonic interest was first creatsd in the establishment of a lodge at San
Felipe. This was the "Lodge of Union™ organized by Stephen F. Austin with
six other York Rite Masons on February 11, 1827, Austin and his associates
applied to the Grand Lodge of Mexico for a charter.

Stephen ¥, Austin is credited with being the leader of Masonry in Texas.
( See Dallas Morning News, April 9, 1933).

Holland Lodge No. 36 ( Louisiam) was chartered at Brazoria, Texas, in 1835,
and the Grand Lodge of Texas was instituted in 1837, During the days of the
Republic, twenty-four lodges were chartered.

Dr. Geissr_diseussing the deelining towns, shows that their periods of pros-
perity affected the lodges, and points to Cineinmatti, a town in Walker Couniy
The lodge there was chartered in 1846, and in 1861 suspended. This period
was that of the greatest prosperity of the settlement. Other towns showed
similar trends, :

Tems historigns and students of Texas Masonry as vell, will find Dr. Geisers
list of Masonic Lodges in Texas of great value.

NEW FLOOR WALKER

Bro.ﬁeorge !empel, of the Irvington,N.J.
Tempels,it 1s reported,is now a father,
Since this is Ceorge's first, there'll be
1ittle or no time for stamp seeking ( 3g
.1861),0r for stamp club meetings, Here's
a bright idea George: bring the gal and
her Mater to one of our meetings., Sure it
is a violation but in this instance who
cares? Good luck and good health, Paby,
Momma and Foppa,

“P1 .-h'ysolnumyn
collection, my new smoking

B e e S v£5P BUYING WARBONDS

Courtesy of Bro, Julius
#inndner,

MASONIC CANCELS
NMasonic (amd other cancellations) were featured in the M, R, Harmer auction Peb,
5y 6, and 7, 1945, Some of the "Msonics™ wers as followss

"Keep (ool Hiram™ in Ms. on 3 cent 1851, sold for $7; Square & Compasses on §
copies 3 ceni 1861, one blue, others black, sold for $30; Square and Cempasses,
blue strike, tied, on cover from Brattleboro, Vi, sold for $15; Beautiful strile
Square and Compasses, on cover from Oregon, Ohio, sold fer $50--Romn "G" from
Greenfield, Mass., cn 1 cent Scott Mo. 92, with "Paid” on smother and & Rosette
on another, lot sold for $15; Lot of four, 2 cent 1869, two bearing Square and
Compesses, others Shields, scld for $20.
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THE LOUISIMNA LOTTERY STAMFG WITH MASONIC EMBLEM

George D. (abot

Mgoonic omblemo have seldom appearcd on either postage
or revenue stamps, The outstanding example of such use
is to be found in the set of revenue stamps issued in
1866 by the State of Louisiana for collecting the state
tax on lottery tickets, but the stamps are so secarce = not over

f0 or 70 copies in all seem to have survived out of the thousands
used = that they are known to but few except the collectors of
state revenues, Printed in light blue and imperforate, and all in
the same general design as the stamp shown,these stampswere required
to be affixed to all lottery tickets sold in Louisiana, in the
amount of S5X of the face selling vslue of the ticket. Of the proceeds from
their sale, the first $50,000 went to the New Orleans Charity Hospital, snd

the remminder into the gensral state fund. The known demominations are 5S¢,

6ig, Tz and L2k,

It is possible that other demominations existed, for only three copies of the
5@ are known and the 6]7 was entirely unknown until about nine years ago; it
was brought te light by Harry M. Konwiser while corresponding with an elderly
lady in New Orleans about Civil War covers snd old postage stamps., Amongst
other items, she submitted to him a half-sheet (18) of these Gb stamps which
had been given to her by her father when she was a little girl and had in the
back of her small stemp album for almost 70 years. Although the collsction
Bad teen loocked at by various people many times, nobody paid any attention to
them or know what they were. She alsc mentioned that the ether half-sheet had
been given to her sister at the same time, and search brought that also to light
The two halves fitted together perfectly and, with full margine all around,
showed that the complete sheet had been 36 stamps ( 6 x 6). This is the only
large block of the stamps ever discovered, and H.,M.K. was the discoverer.

Half has since been bdroken up so that some collsctors might complets their
sats, - the other half still rests in my personal collection,

The reason for the use of the Masonic Emblem has never been satisfsctorily
sstablished, dispite much correspondence with the New Orleans Grand Lodge

and consideratle search by them. It is possible that the Charity Hospitsl

had a Masonic background, or perhaps merely that soms Member of the fraternity
Bappened tc be on the committee which had charge of the preparation and primte
ing of the stamps. To those interested, a much more complete story of the
stemps and of the famous Louisimns State Lottery may be found in "Stamps™

of 3/28/a2.

(9] POS

is:l.ah Thomas, one of the famous early New England printers, publisher of the
Massachusets Spy, was an enthusiastic votary of Free Misonry, He was Graml
Master of Massachusetts for several terms. He was appointed Pastmmstar at

Worcester, Masas, in 1775, after he had succesded in obtaining the establish-
ment of a Fost O0ffice there,
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NEW MASONIC STAMP PUBLICATION

Gongratulsiions to the Temple Stamp Club of Milwaukes for Volums I, No. 1
of the "Temple Stamp News”, dated Jamuary, 1945. It is a newsy, well written
paper, and a credit to the Bditorial Staff. Good luck.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Our Treasurer reports, as of January 27th, 77 members paid their
"buck” for 1945, NOT BAD. NOT BAD! But how about you fellows who
haven't paid? Come on, make it easier for Brother Treasurer by
paying now. Use one of the new Postal Fotes in remitting,



THE MAN ON THE COVER
GEORGE WASHINGTON

Born--Feb, 22nd 1732, Westmoreland County, Va,
Died--Dec, 14th 1799, ¥ount Vernon, Va.

Raised-Aug, 4th 1753, Fredericksburg Lodge,#4. :
Charter Master Alexandria Lodge # 22, Apr.28,1788,H

William's Portrait (1794)

To Americums the month of Februery means the month of Washington and though the
stamp on the cover has nothing in common with February it does commemorate the
200 years of the birth of Washington, When the Bi-Centennial series was first
announced and designs prepared, stamp designs other than those issued did not
feature "Washington the Man®™ but rather places and events associated with his
life. The nine cents walue later chosen for the stamp design in discussion
featured the Tomb of Washington. However, the series was changed to feature

portraits only,

On December 11, 1930, Peter Gouled wrote to Postmaster-General Walier F. Browm
suggesting that a portrait depicting Washirngion as a Mason, a painting by
William Williams be included in the series. He received an answer that owing
to eertain rules no individual eould be shown on the postage stamps of the U.S.
in a fraterml capacity, M. Gonled, on receiving this answer from the office
of the 3rd Assistant Postmster-General, Frederic 4. Tilton, again in February
of 1931, wrote that the portrait could be used in such a way that the regalia
could be omitted and that Washingtonm would appesr as he did in his later years.
With this letter he also sent a photograph of the portrait with the lodge Jjewel
removed, this portrait then met the Postmastsr-Gemeral's approval and on Earch
13,1931, the Third Assistant-Postmster Oeneral Tilton nmotified Mr, Gouled that
his suggestion would be adopted.

The nime csnts wvalue was chosen to illustirate the portrait snd as three designs
had been prepared with the same frame design fer two, C.A. Huston, Bureau artist
redesigned s new stamp with the modified portrait.

The rejectsd designs were two with the Antheneum portrait and one with a por-
trait of Washington by Rembrandt Feale. The photograph submitted by Mr, Gouled
was of a painting done inPhiladelphia in 1794 by Willism J. Williams on the
order of Weshington's own lodge Mo, 22 at Alexandria, Va, where it still hangs.

On the back of this painting the following is imscribed, "His excellenmcy, George
Washington, Esq, President of the United States, age 64, Williams Pinxit and
virum in Philadelphia, Sept, 18, 1794". The age quoted there does noi corres-
pond with the acdepted age of Washington at that tims which would be 62.

Williams, though a Catholie, also was & Masom, as were maryof that faith in
those days. He painted Washington as he was, not as a flattering portrait.
His lodge was St, Johms Mo, 3, of New Bern, N.C.

The stamp vignette was engraved by L. 3. Schofield, the frame of lettering

and numerals was emgraved by E, M. Hall.
---=-F, L., Ellis

239021
We understand that on February second, Carl Pelander was obliged to pay

off an election bet in the form of & new hat..... Dr. Irwin Yarry was
seen at the last meeting sporting a new fedora.

On March second we will be honored by a visit from the Scandimavian Collectors
club, This live organization numbers among its members several of our own
Brothers, Come out and welcome this group of specialists and the fine stamps

they show,
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