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At sur meeting on Novamber 28th, we conduéted anoiher very successful "ipot
Anction Sale." Henry Friedman, a3 usual, conducted the Sale, to the satisfun-
tion of sellers and buyera. Ir. Georgs Camnitzer set a pattern, which was
followed by Harry Konwiser and Sam Brobks. The procesda from the sals of
stamps offerred ty thess Brothers, were donated to the Club, thus enriching
our Treasury by $9.00.

Which reminds us: "Diss time™ is now here. Please mail a doller Bill to our
Treasurer, Harry M. Xonwiser, 181 Claremont Ave., New Yerk 27, N.Y, qnd re-
ceivs your new 1946 Paid up Oard. Postage costs will be reduced if you et

at oncae,
———

The Ceorge Washington etemps raguired for the presentation frame, for the
Shrine at Tappan, ars coming in slowly. Some of our reaident members have
madnr honlesme contributions, but we need more. IMsaing of course, ars the
serly numbers. Wen't some of you "out-of-towners" help us?

The following numbers are wanteds

94, 29, 354, 36, 52, 54, 68, 69, 70, 72, 115. This project is worthwhile!
Help it along,

Another in the series of Competitions was held on Dec.7th,brinring
out a nice crowd to view the Latin America collectiona of several
Members, Our Program Chairman Charles Brooks, anpointed the fol-
lowing Judges: Jose Rueff,Russel Roane,and Dr.George Camnitzer,
Certificates were awarded to these winners: First-Jacob Glaser,
Scadta Airmails; Second-Charles Zenker,Commemorativesg Third-
Dr.Irwin Yarry,British Colonies in Latin America.

MEETINGS !

Jan 4th Members' Competition Any other foreign country,
23rd Visit to Scandinavian Collectors Club,
25th Alex Watts will show from his famous collections

MEETINGS  FIRST AND LAST FRIDAY EACH MORTH
COLLECTORS CLUB BUILDING 22 East 35th 8t. ¥.7.




COLORADO'S FIHST POSTMASTER WAS A MASON

¥#e erc ehaad of our atory, however, for there was no Colorado in 1859. Th&
destination of the thousands who had rushed headlong westward following the
ery of "Gold!" wes known variously as ths "Gold Repions of Western Kansas,”
the "Pike's Peak Country” or the edge of the "Grent American Desert.”

Although there had been minor discoveries of gold within the area later to be-
come Denver, the metropolis of the Rocky Mountain region, the "Pay-Dirt" that
inflaned the Esat, was found soms forty-five miles to the northwest -- mre
than sne hundred miles from Fike's Peak,

Two settlements had come into being in 1858, on opposite sides of Cherry Creek,
just south of its union with the South Fork of the Platte Riwer. (Edwin S,
Knagp, in his "Pony Express,” scrambled the lomation somewhat)., On the east
bank of Cherry Creek was Jenver City, which first had been known as St. Charlm
A similar cluster of cabing and tenmts to the west, separated by the usually
dry Cherry Cree%, was known as Auraria. ¢ i

There ma3 intense rivalry between business interests of the two towns as to
which would survive -=- tc become the outfitting point for the mining region
and eventually to become the leading city of the region.

The nearest postoffice was Fort Laramie, two hundrsd miles to the north,
Various means had been employed during the winter of 1858-59 to.-carry mails be-
tween the Cherry Creek settlements and Fort Laramie. Denver City won the fird
round in the struggle for supremacy when the first coaches of the Leavenworth
t Pike's Pesak Express arrived on Yay 7, 1859, direct from the Missouri River,
Announcement was made that Denver City was to be the headquartors of the ex-

oress,

Thers was conaternation in Auraria.
Auraria found the man of the hour in Hemry Allen.

It was at his cabhin, On Nov. 3, 1858, thet had gathered "“the first seven Mas-
onS .... who had ever met in Colorado, having in contewplation the application
of a charter.” By Christmea, twenty-six Masons were attending the informl
gatherings .... St, John's Day was observed by a dinmer held in a sixteen-foot
cabin, The guests sat on dry goods boxes around a table coverad with sheets,
The menu consisted of pork, beans, wild game, biscuits and coffee.”

Another Masonic newcomer was William H. Byers, who had arrived from Omaha to
set up a printing plant, Byers had attended a mesting of Masons the first

night of his arrival, April 17, 1859.

Hanry Allen went into action at once. Soon there appearsd in The Rocky Moun-
tain News, weekly newspaper published by Masonic drother Byers, the following

notices

"kail Motice -- please inform your readers that I have made arrangsments with
Mr, Willis, one of the employes of the United States Express Co., to carry
the mails from AURARIA to the Miss auri River, the contract to commence on
Monday next and continue to depart svery Monday mornimg until further notice.
Therefore, three cents postage will convey the letters to the States, and the
same back, as soon as the agent gets through., -- H. Allem, P.ML."

As the L, & PP, Express Co., operating out of Denver City, was charging 25
cents for carrying laetters to the Missouri River (outside of the mails), the
three-cent rate quoted by the Auraria postmaster myst have shocked Denver
City business inmterests. The talance swung toward Auraria,

Postmmster Allen and Auraria are given Round Two. {CONTINUED NEXT PASE)



Essides being one of the most popular men in the town, Henry 4dllen was no
tice in the postoffice, for he had been postmaster at Council Bluffs bafore
¢ ding west. ”

ia sesms to have gone intc conference with brother byers, for scon Auraria was
squipped with a straight-line postmark -- made from type from the Byers print-
ing plant,
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So the Masonic fraternity may claim it not only provided Colorado (as the re-
gion bacame known later) with its firoi postmaster but its first postmark,

Scon, however, the Auraria postoffice was discontinuerd, the two towns became
united, and Brothers Allen and Byers joined others in bullding a great Western

state.

Allen became the first Master of a Masonic Rodge im Oolorado. The newspaper
that Byers foundad enntinues to this day.

By Emerson N, Barker

Paul Revere Lodge No, 162 FAAM

From The Freemsons' Monthly Msgazine by W. Moore, Grand Secy. of the Grand
Lodge of Massachuseits, Boston, Vol 111 No, 10 Page 309 August 1, 1844, ':[_'h_e
Nativisy of 5t. John the Baptist was celebrated in Portland, Maine by a Pro-
esssion through ths Strests, to the Rev. Dr. Nichols' Church., After hearing
the reading of tho Seriptures, a most elaborats, eloquent and highly inatruc-
tivs Oration, and Hyms, the Erethren repaired to a Hall in the Exchange, where
300 sat down to a sumptuous dinner. Among the visitors was R..W.., Brather
Teulon, a member of the Grand Lodge of the Rapublie of Texas.

The Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine, proposed the following
sent izsnt s

"Our Masonic Breihren of Texas-no political or legislative act of Annexation
is necessary to bind us together as Brethren.™

R..W,.Brother Teulon in his reply, remarked:

"despotism and Masonry never can long amgree, nor both prospsr in the sams land
2ese.To most of you the actual condition of Freemasonry in Texas is unknsem-
yet there is a Grand Lodge of Texas with thirteen lodges under ita jurisdiction
It is computed that there ars over 500 Masons in Toxas, certainly a large numleg
when we conslder thet the total population of the Rspublic does mot sxceed
100,000, Texes is emphatically a Masonic Country; all of our Presidents and
Vice-Presidents, and four-fifths of our State Officers were and ars Masons;

our Matiomal iImblem the "Lone Star™ was chosen from among the smblems selected
by Freemasonry to illustrate the moral virtues-it is a Five Pointed Star
wesnssansnsse MaYy it ever bind us in the holy Bond of Fraternal Union and govem
ousmsocial, Masonic, and Political intercourse.” — s.B.



THE FIVE-FOINTZID STAR OF QUBA

During 1536 the United Ststes commemorated the centennial of Texas indepsnde,
and featured a five-pointed star as part of the dosign; and during that sa
time the Republic of Cuba commemorated the centenary of the birth of Major-
Goneral Waximo Gomez. One of the ctampe o2 the series, 5 centavos, featured
the Cuban flag with a five-pointed star in the field, and the word "indepen-
donce™ in the bottom tablet

Now that the United States is commemorating Texas Statshood and the five-point-
ed siar is agamin featured, it is of interest that the flag of Cuba wmc copled

from that of Texas.

A very wsll put togethsr article in the March, 1931, issue of the MASONIC QUT-
LOOK by Charles A. Brockawuy, gives ihis informstion as follows - "Although

it 1s widely %nown that the flag of Texas displays a Masonic emblem,*how many
ars aware that thers is a national flag in whose design Masonic emblems played
an important role? Early in June, 1849, Nareciso Lopez, who wes to lead an up-
rising in 2uba, met with a few close friends in Warren Street, New York. Among
them wore Wiguel Teurbe Tolon, Poet of Cuban Independence, Cirile Villaverde
and his wife, Zmilia Caseanova de Villaverds, who was no less ardent than her
husband in furthering the cause of Cuba Litre. "On Lincoln's Birthday, 1873,
Senor Villaverde wrote a lettsr describing the evemnts of thet evening in 1849:
'Now, Broth=r Tolon', said MNarciso Lopez, 'let us design a flag under which
Cuba shall be free, This is my idem: Symbolism underlying the deaign of the
American Flag is the most beautiful to be found in any nationsl emblem. L=t us
design a flap for Cuba that shall express at once her past, our faith in her
Causs, and our hopes for the years to come, The three colors of Liberty are
red, white and blue. Now let us take three stripes to represent the Military
Departments in which Spain divided Cuba, just as the Americans use thirteen
stripes to represent their Thirteen Colonies. But we must not make 2 moaning-
loss modification of the American flag, so we cannot use red and white stripes,
nor can we use three white stripes separated by blue, because the whiis of the
outside stripss would become ‘lost at a distance.' Therefore three horizontal
blue stripaas were separated by white, 'For white,' said Lopez, ‘represented
the purity of purpose in a republican form of government, But what shall we do
with the red? Neither a squars nor sn oblong in red makes a pleasing addition
to the blue and white stripes.' ‘Then,' said Lopez, who was a Freemason -
"Let us take the eguilateral triangle, for besides its Masonic significance, it
is also a striking geometrical figure: 'y - and then he said, ‘'Let us take the
Five-Pointed Star of the Texas flag because it also ecarries a symbolic meaning?
This was then drawn by Tolon and immediately illuminated with the three Colors
of Liberty, and behold a beautiful flag sprang ferth - the flag which was to

ses Cuba free,

~The three blue stripes represent the military rule under which Cuba lived from
the day of discovery, rent asunder by the white of purity and justice. The
equilatsral triangle remesents faith in God, while the Five-Points on the red
field regesent Fellowship under God, and in that faith and fellowship, Free
Cubta rising from her blood-stained fields to the glory of an independent nation.
That game evening dofia Smilia stiched together some pieces of silk and made the
firat Cuban flag, which she presanted to Narcise lopez. Senors Villaverde, nee
Emilia Cassanova, was the ‘Betay Ross' of Cute and the originel flag amd? by
her is now in the possession of Narciso Villaverde of Havana, a son of Cirilo
Villaverde. The first Cuban flag of this design to fly publicly in America
was raised over the offices of the Sun, at Nassau and Fulton Streets, New York,

s
by Moges Y. Beach, ths publisher of that newspape -—--Forrest L. Ellis




