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*+ EXHIBITION »

Dear Brother Philatelist:

Welcome to the biggest philatelic show ever held. The
Masonic Stamp Club of New York is anxious to make your
visit as pleasant as possible. We have provided a comfort-
able Lounge nextto the Color Exhibit where you may meet
your friends, relax, and obtain information about the
Show, about our city, or about Masonic activities.

The Masonic Stamp Club meets st the Collectors Club
building at 22 East 35th Street. You are welcome to visit
our meetings on the first and last Fridays at 8 P. k.

The Collectors Club building is holding “Open House”
during the Exhibition.

The Show offers interesting events each day for your
entertainment as well as for the ladies.

We, of the Masonic Stamp Club, want to be of every
assfstance to you. Visit our Lounge and permit us to
assist you in any way possible.

Fraternally yours,

Jacob S. Gleser, Pres.

MEET YOUR FRIZNDS AT THE MSONIC STAMP CLUB LOUNGE AT THE
BIG SHOW

- Weelthgs -

FIRST AND LAST FRIDAY EACH MONTH - COLLECTORS CLUB BLDG.22 E.35th Street

June 6§ - Annual Meeting. Reports of Committees,
election of Msmbers of the Foard of Gov-
ernors.
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BENJAKTN FRANKLIN AND THE POST OFFICE by Harry K. Konwiser

Benjamin Franklin did not invent the American Yost Office.
As the representative of the Emglish Crown, as its Deputy
Pestmaster Gemeral for the Americam Colonies, he operated a
postal system im an order}y business-like manner. Many of the
improvements observed in the 19th century postal services
lead direstly tewards Benjamin Franklin.

Elliott Benger, who had been deputy postmaster for the Am-
erican Colonies, died in 1753, and Bemjamin Franklin--then
postmastier at Philadelphia as well as "Surveypr for the Posts”
was appointed Deputy Fostmaster for the Crown. The headquar-
ters at the same time appeinted William Hunter, and se¢ Hunter
and Frasklin shared the heners, as joint Pestmasters-“emeral
fer the Colenies. Bach was allowed 300 pounds per annum te
come from the prefits of the Colenial postal system. Whenm
Hunter die¢ in 1761, Themas Foxcreft was appeinted im his
place, and he served until the eutbreak of the Revclutien.

¥’ ranklin and Hunter had their work cut out te earm their
salaries. The Crown had not made s penny frem the American
Colenial post office operatiems, and many quickly predicted
none would develop; but Franklin, running true te ferm, est-
ablishéd business-like practices and empleyed energetic act-
ivities, putting the office in betéer fimancial conditien
in wedern terms, “putting it out ef the red."

Franklin imstituted the delivery of letters, in Philadel-
phia, by a penny post serviece, and began advertising letters
remaining uncalled for in the Philadelphia office. Franklin
developed the postal route frem Maime to Georgia with sress
routes at many necessary points. As Supervisor, (officially
*Surveyor”) he visited every Pest Office in the Colonies,
working for the success of the service--early seeing its far-
reaching effects toward the progress of the people.

Philadelphia, in the early Franklin peried, had beceme the
center of the English Colenies, and with its 1755 pepulation
of five thousand inhabitants, with Willism Penn im contrel,
had the regard of almost every American of the day. There
were many houses ef brick, but the roads--the streets of to-
day--wore ungraded, only the post roads having markers te
keep travelers from getting lest.

Mail out of Fhiladelphia, as also inte the same place,
wvas not entirely pleasing te the citizens of the periocd, as
night be evinced from a netice im a New York nswspaper:

(continued next page)



“Whereas, the late Severity of the Weather has occasioned an
Irregularity of the Stage between this place and Philadelphia;
Publick Notice is hereby givem, That an espscial Messenger
with the Mail for Philadelphia will be dispatched frem the
Office at Tern of the Cleck this ferenoom, in order te brimg
the Stage right again. Alexander Coldem, Post Master.”

Had Franklin complained to the New York Postmaster? The
Bostem-New York-Philadelphia- mail began te “go faster” in the
Franklin period due to route changes. Franklin was the pionser
in the day and night pestal service, the riders up to his time
having been put up at convenient hostelries for the nights. By
1764 day and night service was in regular order om the Bosten-
New Ygrk route as well as on the New York-Philadelphia route.

Franklin was interested im ship mall, that is in letters to
eamd from land. (This interest is discussed elsewhere in this
publicatien).

Fpanklin was in England from 1757 to 1762 as lobbyist for
the Americam Colonies, and upon his return to the Colemdies in
1763 made & tour of inspection before returning to England
where he remained for the next eleven years--with side trips
to Paris and other places, as recorded by historians. While at
London, Franklin tried to have the Stamp Act repealed. This is
the Act that, in due time, brought about the fmerican Revelu-
tion amd the loss to the British Crewn of the American Colon-
ies.

In 1761, the Framklim-Hunter management, having profited,
sent the London office 499 pounds as net prefit for the year.
(Quite a number of Post Office chieftains have been trying te
duplicate the 1761 resmlts!) The 1769 profits were 1,859
pounds, while im 1774 it was three thoussand pounds.

The Soms of Liberty--as every schoolboy knows or should--
made a number of pronuncismentos relatimg te imports of teas.
Ome not so well known relatéd to letters from Europe. The
Bostonites insisted that ship captains must deliver their
letters to coffee-houses instesd of to the post office as
the Crown Post Office required.

Franklin's Pest Office was located at Market and Henry St&.,
and Thomas Pratt was official carrier”for all statiome be-
tween Philedelphia and Newpert im Virginia." The office ad-
vertised its services, attesting to the faithfulness and re-
liability of Pratt.

(continued next page)
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FRanklin was dismissed from the Crown's services by letter
sddressed %o him by the Secretary of the Post Office. It

read as folllows:
S General Post Office

Jan. 3, 1774.
To Dr. Franklin,
' Sir: I have received the command of his Majesty's Fest-
master General to signify to you that they find it necess-
any te dismiss you from being any longer their deputy for
Mmerica. You will therefore cause your accounts to be made up
ag soon as you can conveniently.
I am, sir, your most humble servant,
Amthony Tedd,
Secretary.

Franklin's dismissal did not please all the Americans of
the day, least of all those who hoped the Colonies would
not be guided by the “hotheads” of the day who urged complets
separation from the Crown.

The American Colonial Fost ended, in manner ‘of speaking,
with Franklin's dismissal. Following many activities, inde-
perdent of actual government, the Conmtinental Congress, by
resolution created the Post Cffice, May 29, 1775, through a
committee consisting of Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Lynch,
Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Willing, Samuel Adams, and Phillip
Livingsten. On July 26, 1775, Franklin was made Pestmaster
General for the United Colonies with a salary of one theusand

#ollars per year.

The Fennsylvania Histerical Seciety has, in its collection,
a broadside described as “"Directions For Keespimg Fost Office
Accounts. Directions to the Depnty Pestmasters For Keeping
Their Acceunts#*#(gigned) B.Franklin." The Library of Conm-
gress has 2 Philadelphia-printed broadside of 1775, relative
to the current rates, signed “B. Franklin Post Kaster Gen-
eral.”

When Franklin was sent to France to represent the newly
formed Republic as its Diplomatic Representative, Richard
Bache, his son-in-law, who had been Comptroller of the
Post 0ffice, was made Fostmaster Coneral. Ebenesier Hazard.
who had been the Revolutiomary period postmaster at New
York, was made Surveyor-"emeral, suceeding Bache im 1782,

This is not an sttempt to cover the Frankl8n postal act-
jvities in detail. The telling and writing would take too

long and recuire much more space than is at present
(continued next page)




available. Many books on Fpanklin note some of his postal
activities, more do net. Your writer has many of the facts
here stated from what writing folks call “the record.”
(These facts were put into a book, “"Colonial and Revelutione
ary Posts,” published by Dietz Printing Co., Richmond, Va.,
1931). Data o8 stated was then fully accredited to various
sources as: Albany Committee of Correspondence, American
State ‘apers, New Yerk State Historical Socisty Files, Hugh
Finlay's Journal, Herbert Joyce's History of Post Office,
Sampson's U. 5. Postage Rates, Wooley's Colonial Post Off-
ice, Kich's History of the U. S. P@st Uffice, and last but
not least The linutes of the Cyntinental Congress.

——

-'.i;“-mi

__Photo-courtesy of Edward Stern & Sidney Barrett
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WASHINGTON IN POSTAL HISTORY
by Harry M. Konwiser

George Washington took an active interest in the post off-
ice in the early days of his active career, especially in
the Winter of 1787-88, when the excitement was running high
over the possible rejection or adoption of the new Constitu-
tion. It was charged that Postmaster General Hazard was hold
ing back newspaper deliveries. _

The opponents of the Constitution blamed the ‘ederalist
postal system for their defeat, alleging the suppression of
information had damaged their cause. Hazard denied interfer-
ing with the news developed as the citizens were considering
the new Constitution, and evidence, adduced at the time and
later indicates Hazard was not interfering with the delivery
of the newspapers. The post offices delivered almost all of
the newspapers in this period, and many newspaper publishers
were postmasters (or vice versa).

Ebenezier Hazard was appointed to receive and forward mail
by the New York Provincial Congress on kay 3, 1775. On July
26, 1775, the New York Provinchkal Congress passed a resolu-
tion, addressed to the Continental Congress, that Hazard
should be made Postmaster at New York. Hazard, in November
1776, wrote Congress asking for an incresse in compensatien,
stating that he was not able to employ en assistant; that he
was "obliged to leave the city of New York to keep near the
headquarters of the army, who ere almost the only persons
for whom lstters now come by post.”

Hazard, in his cormmunications to the Continental Congress,
recited the extraordinary difficulties and fatigues to which
he was subjected by the frecuent removal of the army, and
his having been obliged for want of a horse, which could not
be procured, to follow the army on foot from place to place,
apparently with his post office sack carried by a servant.

Jaturally, Washington was fully aware of the Hazard activ-
ities, in the Revolutionary period, since Hazard was a Sur-
veyor-General, and then became the head of the Fost Office
department in 1782. Hazard remained in office until Septem-
ber 26, 1789, six months after Washington was inaugurated.
Was Washington playing politics in 1789 in net aprointing
Hazard to the office he was serving so well? No doubt Haz-
ard reacted like most public officials of today when they
are not reappointed.

Washington was well acquainted with the postal system
since he objected, the record would indicate, to the chang-
ing of some coach routes to horse routes. Hazard declared

(contimied on following page)



WASHINGTON IN POSTAL HISTORY (continued)

he was acting for the best interests of the service in tak-
ing the horse rider against the coaches, citing the coste
for services were reduced by the use of horse and rider as
against the coach routes. Hazard was of the opinfien the
poor roads of the peried made horae rider service faster.

Washington's interest in the postal system began in the
War period, as early as 1776, for he received a letter from
Richard Henry Lee, a well known patriot of his dayy In this
letter, dated June 13, 1776, Les wrote Washington "that a
certain Mr. Eustace, now in New York, but some time ago with
Lord Dunmoor, is acquainted with the practice of taking let-
iers ocut of the Post Office in Virginia and carrying them
to Lord Dunmoor for his perusal.™ Les, then a member of the
Continental Congress Fost Office Cormittee, asked Washing-
ton to give him in writing “all the knowledge he has about
this business.” '

In the 1776 period, the service to the army was severely
eriticized by General Anthony Wayne ("Mad Anthony"), by
General "ates, and others. In Penrnsylvania, the Tories were
troublesome to mail deliveries, and General Gates, writing
to Congress, said that while mail was free to soldiers in
the service, the officers were not enjoying this privilege,
and he wrote "as gentlemen and officers, we expect it."*

Reading the Continental Congress minutes, as must be done
to know the early postal history of the United States, one
comes acroes reference to Washington's comment on "the want
of money to support the express.” (The term "express” re-
ferred to the post). The karyland division of the service
was complaining about the lack of morey for the riders,
making it extremely difficult to forward letters throughout
Maryland.

General Knox, in February 1784, in cormenting on the
Washington correspondence from Mount Vernon to New York and
Philadelphia, showed a slant on the service of the day, not
akin to the Herodutus reference®* to letter carriers. Knox
wrote: The bad weather and the great care which the post
riders take of themselves prevented your letters of' the 3rd
and the 9th of last month from getting into my hands till
the 10th of this month.”

(continued on _following page)
#_.Herodutus, the Greek historian, wrote (in 484 B, C.), no
doubt mindful of some of the letter carriers known to him:
“Neither snow nor raim nor heat ner gloom of night stays
these couriers from the swift completion of their appointed
rounds.”™ The quctation was carved on the facade of the New
York Fost Office building at the suggestion of President
Woodrow Wilson.




WASHINGTON IN POSTAL HISTORY (continued)

Following the beginnings of the United States, at least
from April 30, 1789, on, Washington was in daily touch with
the postal system. As the first president of the newly-cre-
ated republic, he was familiar with the Hazard record, was
made aware that contractors who had operated mail routes did
not rate Ebenezier Hazard a blood brother; Washington ap-
pointed Samuel Osgood to head the post office operationms,
September 26, 1789, and appointed Timothy Pickering to suc-
esed Osgocd, August 12, 1791. The latter served in the see-
ond Waeshington cebinet until June 2, 1¥94, at which time he
was succeeded by Joseph Habersham, who took office on Febru-
ary 25, 1795.

Congress was, of course, showing proper interest in the
postal system and discussing rates--first in 1789, doubling
the then current rates, and in 1790, doing an about-face
by reducing the rates to half of the pre-war rates. Corn-.
walis surrendered on October 19, 1781. On the previous day,
Congress created the first actual rates for =211 distances
in the new republic--as follows:

For distances not exceeding 60 miles, one pemnyweights
light grainj upward of 60 and not exceeding 100, two penny-
weights; upward of 100 and not exceeding 200, two penny-
weights, 16 grains; and so on, incressing 16 grains for each
100 miles. Single letters (one sheet letters) could be sent
to Europe for 4 pennyweights, while letters te and from mem-
bers of Congress were carried frees.

Rates were changed many times by Congress until the advent
of the "5" and “10"™ rates of 1845, which developed first many
"PAID & 5" as well as "PAID & 10" handstamps. Prepayment by
use of adhesive postage stamps was made compulsory in 1856,
on domestic mail. i

The poetmurks of the “ashington Period are featured by
straight line postmarks as "NEW YORK" in two lines, and
"PHILA DELPHIA" in two lines. There were about 75 post off-
ices in operation in 1789, and readers who might seek the
postmarks of letters of the 1789 period may find it diffi-
cult to acquire some town handstamps. (A number of these are
on display at the Centenary International Philatelic Exhib-
ition’ u&y’ 1947).

¥Washington named post offices--other than Washingtok City
(nqy Washington, D. C.)--appear on the official records as
being at Pennsylvania, Kentucky, North Carolina, and Georgia.
These are on the 1789 list. Many of the “astern states had
county names honoring Washington. The 1809 list of Washing-
ton named post offices lists offices, as previous, likewise
similar named offices in New Hampshire, Virginia, Mississippi

(continued following pege)...
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WASHINGTON IN POSTAL HISTORY (concluded)

Territory, and New Jersey. There are many more today, of
course. Which was the first after "ashington City? Georgia
historians put up a good baktle for this honor a few years
ago, with Washington, New Hampshire putting up a good ar=-
gument, since its incorporation as a city seemed to give it
priority over the Georgia dates of organkzation. Neither of
these protagonists were debating which was the firat Wash-
ington named post office, and therefore your writer left the
field of battle without opinion and prejudice, deeming the
sntire verbal dispute &s being immeterisl, etc., etc., ams
the lawyers avow when other words fail them.

No doubt a collection of Weshington town marks might be a
collectors' item; it might fit into the planning of any phil
atelic library, or any place housing Washington material,
(a8 the George Washington Shrine, Tappan, N. Y.). This
Shrine features a frame conteining Upnited States stamps
depicting Washington. The fresmed stamps were presented to
. the Washington Shrine by the Masonic Stamp Club of New York.




GEORGE WASHINGTON
Solider - Statesmn - Mason
by
SAY ERCCKS

To attempt to do justice to the subjeet of our article,
would requre much more space than is availsbe to us. At
eny rate, many books have been written sbout various phases
of Washington's life, and every school-boy could tell the
story of his life if called upon to do so. Howsever, very
- little has been written about Washington's Masonic career.

On Saturday evening, November 4, 1752, at a regular
stated meeting of "the Lodge at Fredericksburg,"” George
Weshington was made an Entered Apprentice Mason.

In the Lodge ledger, now bound with the early minute book,
is recorded under date of November 6, 1752 "Received from
Mr. Geo. Washington for his entrance L 2,35."

This book, together with the Bible upon which our Brother
was obligated is still carefully preserved, and is exhibited
by the Lodge upon special occasions.

In the minutes of March 3rd, 1753, is recorded “George
Washington passed a Fellow Craft.” And again on August 4th,
1753, is written, "George Washington raised a ¥aster Mason."

The Lodge records indicate that Washington attended a-
meeting on September lst. He is next present on January 4,
1755, During this period, he was away most of the time at-
tending to military duties. ;

Late in 1753, he was sent by Governor Dinwiddie of
Virginia to order the French out of the Ohio Valley. And in
1754 he hemded a relief expedition to Ft, Duguesne, but was
beseiged in Ft. Neceasity and compelled to retire. In 1755
he helped to save the remnant of Braddock's army after the
arbush and defeat by the Frenmch and Indians. After this
period, Lodge records are missing.

Msanwhile politicml events were taking place which eventu-
2lly btroght on the Revolutionary War, and the emsrgency of
Washington as a soldder and patriot.

In April of 1775 the first battle of the war took place at
Lexington-Concord. In Philadelphia the Second Continental
Congress was in session and on May 10th, voted to raise 20,00

mn for defense, and chose George Washingtontlead them,
(See Page 14)
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(From Page 11)
Then rollowed the varicus battlss of Long Island, Harlen
Heights and White Plains, compelling Washingtorsratreat
across to New Jersey =nd then to Pennsylvania,

In 1777, a convention met to form the Grand Lofe of
Virginia, It was recommended that "His Excellency General
George Washington as a proper person to fill the office of
Grand Mester." Being off with the Arny, he could hardly
accept the office. g

Busy as he was during the next few yesrs, it is known
that he sought relaxation by attendance at Masonic meetings
held by various Army Lodges.,

In 1779 a movement originated at a mesting of Americen
Union Lodge held in ¥rristewn, N.J, to select a Grand Master
over all the Brethren in the United Statez. January 12, 1780
the Grand Lodge of Pemsylvania voted on this question and
sugpested George Washington as General Grand Master. However
fhe matter was dropped when the Grand Lodgs of Massachuset#s

objected.

Although the War ended with Cornwallis' surrender on
October 19, 1781, the Treaty of Peace was not signed at Paris
until September 3, 1783, General Washington then resigned
'hig commission and returned to private life.

In June of 1784 he was elected an Honora:y Member of
Lodge #29 at Alexandrias, Va, This Lodge was working under
8 charter granted ty the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvenia.

By this time the Crand Lodge of Virginia was formed,
end Lodge #39 petitioned this Body for a charter under their
jurisdiction. In this petition George Washington was select-
ed as Worshipful Mster, so that the charter granted as of
April 28, 1788, named him as Master., The Lodge was named
Alexandria Lodge and given No, 22, This Lodge continues to
work although the name was changed in 1805 to Alexandria-

Washington Lodge.

Mearwhile Washington was elected President of the United
States and prepared to journey to New York for his inaugura-
tion, .

On April 20, 1789, ofi the balcony of Federal Hall, the
oath of President was administered to Washington by Chanceller
Rotert R, Livingston, who was then Grani Mister of Masons of

New York. Major Jacob ¥Wrton, Master of St. Johns Lodge No. 1
: (See Page 18)



THE EYOLUTION OF THE 1847 STAMPS
by Andrew F. Rasmussen

This being the 100th Anniversary of the isauance of tha
first two United States Postage Stamps, the commemorstion of
~ which is receiving worldwide attention at this time, we as
¥rsons, especially those of us who are philatelists, should
peuse during the period allottsd to refreshment following
our labors and think back upon some of the interesting inci-
dents connected with the raising of these two pillars of
atrength and bveauty, and our illustrious brethren so fitting-
1y portrayed thereon.

First, however, let us go back some seven years prior to
their appearance and pay some small tribute to the first ad-
hesive postage stamp ever issded in the World, the penny
black of Great Britain, whose centenary was all too briefly
observed at the propsr time due to the tenss war situation,
Fortunately, this holocaust has been terminated in time to
avoid any int erfersnce with the international observance of
the centanary of our own first issue this ysar, which will
coenter about the Philatelic Exhibition to be held at Grand
Central Palace, New York City, ey 17th to 25th, 1947. This
show has generously dedicated itself, also, in a measure, to
belatedly honor the penny black which was deprived of its
glory in the dark years recently passed through,

The exquisite pertrait of Queen Victoria on the penny
black, which was taken from the ¥yon medal and executsd in
line engraving, centered on a tesselated background, flanked
by columns of lathework surmounted by Waltese crogses, and
brie,f wording, makes an attractive stamp, and its beauty com-
pares favorably with any fssued since its advent in 1840.
The black ink used, however, proved itself impractical be-
cause of its almost indestructible quality, which did not
prevent unscrupulous persons from employing bleaching acids
to remove cancellations of less permanent inks from the
stamps and reusing them‘a number of times, thus dafrauding
the British Post 0ffice of much revenue. Therefore, eventu-
ally the world's first postage stamp lost its beautiful cloak
of black for one of brick red.

The cornerstone for the building of our temple of phil-
stely can bs considersed as having been well laid, when seven
years after the appearance of the penny black, the two first
U. S. stamps were authorized by an Act of Congress, and sub-
sequently issued. The qrigina.ls used and unused are now
quite rare and the possession of good copies is the paramount
objact 4n the minds of all serious collesctors, aspscially

(Seo Page 16)
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(From Page 15)
those spocializing 1in the fascimting issues of our own
Glorious Nation, Our Government, through the Bureau of Zn-
graving and Printing of the Treasury and the Post Office
Depart mnt, is now making it possible for even the collector
with very limited funds to possess "faithful reproductions”
of thesg covated stamps, and they will be placed on sals to
the public at the face value of the two stamps of Fifteen
Cents upon the opening of the Centenary Exhibition at Grand
Central Palacs.

Since almst everybody interested can now possess and

examine these reproductions of the Five and Ten Cent 1847

/ Us S. Postage Stamps, let us delve into some of the whys and
wherefores of the subjects and incidents concerning the en-
graving and printing of the originals. Instead of engraving
new portraits of Washington and Franklin on the two dies
from which the stamp printing plates were to be made, Rawdon,
Wright, Hatch and Edson, the bank note engraving concern
which received the contract, searched through their files of
stock portrait dies for those of the subjects chosen, which,
eepevially as 10 g2ize, wers appropriate for stamp use.

1mpressions were taken on soft steel from the hard steel por-
trait dies under great pressure, and by cutting away un-
want od portions of this impression, then hardening and re-
transferring, the small ovals of the portraits were obtained
on soft steel, permitting the added engraving of the sur-
rounding framework, lettering and numerals thereon necessary
for the complete atamp design for each value, Proofs were
then taken, any necessary touching up done, acid etching
applied where required, until proofs taken indicated the re'
quired degree of perfection had been reached, after which
this mastar die for the stamp design was hardened. From
this master die through further transferring processes any
nuzmber of plates could be made with the desired number of
subjects for the printing of the stamps as we know them, sach
stamp of the printed sheet being practically identical.

The use on the stamp dies of the two existing portrait
dies, which had been engraved many years before postage
stamps were known, for use on bank notes and other securities
could hardly have been improved upon, and it is highly ques-
tionable whether a complete engraving of entirely new por-
traits for use with the newly engraved stemp frames would
have produced a set of stamps more pleasing to the philate-
list, or s rich in possibvilities for research.

It was Ithe practice in the period of the stamp iasue for
the bank note companies to use their stock dies again and
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on the notes they produced for banks in the towns and cities
throughout our young and prosperous country, and so it ie
not unusual for us to find the identical 1847 portraits,
line for line exact, used on a great many bamk notes. We
illustrate here a classical exampls of such a note, both
portraits having bean used together, showing how impressiors
from the original stamp portrait dies appeared as compared
with their cut-down use on stamps,

There has besn much controversy in the philatelic press
during the past as to the original sources of the portraits
as far as the artists who depicted them are concerned until
now the concensus of opinion is that the Washington portrait
is from Gilbert Stuart and the Franklin portrait from J. B.
Longacre's "drawing.* An engraved reproduction in octavo
of the latter can be found in the National Porirait Gallery
 published before the advent of the stamps, However, it
would appear that Longacre obtained his impression from the
Duplessis portrait, which is almost idemt ical, and could
very well have been the origimal source of the five cent
1847. An original of the Duplessis portrait may be seen at
the Metropolitan Miseum of Art, New York Gity.

Benjamin Franklin was chosen/to appear on the five cent
atamp as he was the first Postmaster General of the United
States and was previoulsy connected with the Posts.during
the Colonial Period., He was responsible for many Fostal
Service improvemsnts., He was e dynamic personality and his
personal efforts on a trip to Paris was resfonsible for the
cbtaining of financial and other aid from France which was
of considerable help in the victorious execution of our
strugpgle for independence.

Washington was rightfully decided upon for the ten cent
gtamp es he is the most heroic American figure., He was
commender in Chief of the Continentel Army, First President
of the United States and it is well phrased that he was
vpirast in War, First in Pesce and Firat in the Hearts of

His Countrymen."

Both Washington and Franklin were shiming lights in
American Masonry.
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(¥rom Page 14)
provided vhe Lodge Bible for the oath, This Bible is care-
fully preserved by the Lodge.

‘Tt is significant that our First President, tock the oath
of office on a Bille tolonging to a Masonic Lodge, adminis-
tered by a Grand Mster and while he was Worshipful laster

.of Alexandria Lodge No, 22,

Washington was reelected Priesident in 1792 and at the end
of this term retired to private life.

- On Septerber 18, 1793, the Corner Stone of the {kpi‘tol of
the United States was laid by George Washington in'a beauti-
ful Ehsonic Ceremony. Taking part in the ceremonies, were
the Grand Lodge of Baryland, end Washington s Lodge, Alex-
andria Ro, 22,

On Saturday, December 14, 1799, after a btrief illness
Washington passed away. He was buried with Masonic honors,
under the supervision of Members of his own Lodge.

~

It is nearly 200 years, since in that 1ittle Lodge at
Frederickasbtnrg & candidete for Freemsonry did indeed dedie-
ate hig life to the service of God and beeamo a true and
faithful Brother among us..




The following article on ships of cur Navy named Washington
and franklin was proparod by Bro. Donald A. Yontz. The naval
data was supplied by Joseph A. Frayne of Orange, N. J. Data
on the cancels was supplied by Deane C. Bartley of “eattle,
Wash.

U. S. S. WASHINGTON

There have been five vessels bearing this name.
(1) “ne firet was a galley; 8 guns; 80 men. In & running
fight to the southward, Oct. 13, 1776, on Lake Changlnin,
the WASHINGTON was captured off Split Roeck by the Pritish
after severe losses.
(2) The secomnd was a ship of 32 gunsj built at Fhiladelphia
in 1776; burned in Delaware Bay by the British in 1778; had
never received her armament.
(3) The third was a ship of 2250 tons, carrying 74 guns and
750 men; laid down at nravy yard, Portsmouth, N. H., in 1813;
launched July 1814; cruised in the Mediterranean and variouws
stations; broken up in New York in 1843.
(4) 4n srmored cruiser of 14500 tons, authorized by act of
Congress dated July 1, 1902; named for the state eof Washing-
ton; built by the New York Shipbuilding Co., Camden, N. J.
KL 9-23-03, L 3-18-05; FDC 8-7-06; name changed to Seattle
for the city in Washington, 11-9-16; attached te cruiser and
transport force as flagship during World "ar I; departed
Hampton Roads on 10-12-07 as pathfinder for the battleship
fleet on the trip around the world in 1907 (Dec.). At Ama-
pala, Honduras, March 1909, she got her first taste of “pro-
tecting American interests.” At Seattle in May 1909, she wel-
comed the Japanese squadron repaying the battleship fleet's
visit to the Island Empire in 1908. Returning to the East
coast in 1910, she joined the Fifth Division-Atlantic Fleet;
being reviewed by Fres. Taft in New York on Nov. 2, 1911.
From ¥ay 1 to July 7, 1912, she relieved the Connecticut as
fleet flagship, then joining the Portsrouth reserve. She was
Receiving ship at New York from July 7, 1913, to April 15,
1914, when she was initiated into the seevice as receiving
ship which occupied her time until recent retirement to the
scrap heap. ln 1914 she was in Rexico and Sam Domingo and in
1915 she was in Faiti, whereat she landed Marime reinforce-
ments. Decomrissioned at Puget Sound on Feb. 14, 1921 where
she remained inactive until recommissioned March 1, 1923,
when she became the flagship of CinC, U. S. Fleet, holding
this spot until relieved by the newly modernized Texas en
July 15, 1927. Her later years were spent in ease as the
receiving ship at New York until the date of her retirement,
being stricken July 19, 1946.
(5) Work was suspended on the fifth Washington (BB47) Feb.
8, 1922, upon the signing of the tresty limiting naval arm-
anents, in view of the probable (continued next page)..
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scrapping of cortain capital ships, when she was 75.9% com-
ploted. Sunk by submarine explosions and gunfire. Nov. 25,
1924.

(6) BB-56. Built at rhiledelphia Navy Yard. KL 6-14-38, L 6=
1-40, FDC 5-15=41; sponsored by ¥iss Virginia MNarshall,great-
great-granddaughter of John Marshall, first chief juatice of
the Supreme Court. fer first assignment was éperating as a u-
nit of the British Home Fleet, then based at Scapa ¥Flow, pro-
viding heavy support for Myrmansk convoys from Iceland and
Scepa Flow as far north as Spitzbergen, where the crew was
initiated into the Ancient Order of Bluenocses. Yrom Sept.14,
1942 te May 7, 1943, she operated as flagship of Task Force
64, flying the flag of Rear Admiral Willis A. Lee, USN, Task
Force Commander. She covered the reinforcement of troops on
Guadalcanal; the occupation and capture of the Solomon Is-
lands; participated in the third battle of Savo; supported
landing operations in the northern Seolomons; occupation and
capture of the Gilbert lslands; bombarded the island of Nau-
ru; engaged in a pre-invasion bombardment of the southern
group of the Kwajalein chain of the Marshall Islands; partic-
ipated in the bettle of the Philippine Sea; occupation and
eapture of Felelieu and Anguar; participated in raids on Ok-
inawa Yima, formosa, Luzon, “Yamrenh Bay, Saigon, Hong Kong,
Canton, Hainan, Nansei Shoto, and Tokyc. Her commanding of-
ficers have been: Captain H. H. J. Benson, USN, from 5-15-

41 to 7-25-42; Captain G. B. Davis, USN, from 7-25-42 to 4-
27-43; Captain J. E. Maher, USN, from 4-27-43 t0 4-23-44;
Captain T. R. Cooley, USN, from 4-23-44 to 11-16-44; Captain
R. F. Good, USH, from 11-16-44 to 6-5-45; and Captain Fran-
cis X. ¥cInerney, USN, from 6-5-45 to date.

Us S. S. FRANKLIN

There have been four vessels bearing this name; the first
three were named to honor Benjamin Franklin and the fourth
was named to commemorate her three predecessors.
(1) Armed schooner, 70 fest length and mounting & small guns.
One of six fishing schooners purchased at Bpston by Generel
George “ashington under Act of “ontinental Congress dated
Cet. 5, 1775. After fitting out, she departed ¥arblehead in
command of Captain John Selman, who was relisved by Captain
Jemes Nugford. Under the latter command she captured the
HEMS Hope, loaded with 1500 barrels of gunpowder and a grest
quantity of armement and intrenching tools destined for the
British Armed Forces then assembling near Eoston. The contra-
band seized proved of invaluable assistance to General Wash-
ington in his sliege of Boston. 4After Captain Mugford deliv-
erad the Hope into Foston, he was intercepted leaving the
harbpr by the British fleet, causing him to beach his ship.
However, in the engagement which (continued next page)..
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ensued, Captain Mugford lost his 1ife but his junior officers
and crew succeeded in saving his ship which was later com-
manded by Captain Samuel Tucker. ‘here is no record of the
final disposition made of this heroic vessel.

(2) Brig, 155 tons, mounting 8 guns. Purchased at Trieste on
April 27, 1805. Came home in November 1805 under command of
Midshipman Charles Rebinson, USN. Made two cruises to New Or-
leans with men and supplies in January and May 1806 under
command of Master John Earle, USN, and Lieut. P. C. Weder-
strandt, USN, respectively. Sold out of service at New Or-
leans on karch 21, 1807.

(3) Ship of the line, 2257 tons, mounting 74 guns. Built at
Philadelphia Navy Yard. L 8-21-1815. Departed Philadelphia
on her maiden voyage on October 14, 1817, and carried Mr.
Benjemin Rush as our minister to England. She then became the
flagship of Commodore Charles Stewart, USN, in the Mediter-
ranean, returning to New York in 1820. In 1821 she departed
for the Pacific, again the flagship of Commodore Stewart, and
returned to New York in 1824. For the next 19 years she lay
in ordinary at the kew Yerk Navy Yard. In 1843 she was tewed
to Bosten Navy Yard where she was employed as the receiving
ship. In 1852 she was towed to Fertsmouth Navy Yard to test
the floating dock and in 1854 she was broken up. In the same
year the keel of the frigate FRANKLIN was laid there and
built from funds sapposedly alloted te "repairs” eof the old
FRANKLIN 74. The new Franklin was, however, built from the ked
up with net very much of the old ship about her except her
name. Launched 9-17-1864, FDC 6-3-1867 at Boston. Upon re-
building, she became a frigate, 3680 tems, 50 guns. Follow-
ing her commissioning, Admiral Farragut hoisted his broad
pennant on her and made a memorable cruise in European wat-
ers, being received everywhere with most distinguished hen-
ors. She remzined in active service for many years, termin-
ating as the receiving ship at Norfolk in 1921.

(4) CV-13. Byilt by Newport News SB&DDCo., Newport News,Va.
KL 12-7-1942, L 10-14-43, FDC 1-31-44. Sponsored by Lieut.
Comm. Eildred H. McAfee, USNR, dirsctor of the WAVES. Sev-
erely damaged by enemy kamikaze planes on March 19, 1945,

off Ukinawa, at which time Capt. Arnolf Jay Isbell, USN,

lost his life.

From the Franklin that was a frigate, we find cancels of
type 1 & 2 (Locy chart), and four different types have been
recorded from the carrier CV-13.

The first three Washingtons have had no postmerks recorded
from them; the fourth, the armored cruiser, had six differ-
ent types of cancels recorded; while nome are recorded from
the fifth (BB-47). Nymerous cancels and cachets ere recorded
from the sixth Washington now in commissien
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J.Ferguson, Alberta, Canada
J.A.Perola, 8t.Albans, N.Y.
T.d.Tifield, New York City

#.E.Koons, New York City
L.Xrieger, Reno, Nevada
E.Krummel, New York City
F.Lawrence, Ineerlaken, HJ
F.Leach,; Noroton, Conn.
H.Lederer, New York City
M.Lentz, Youngstown, Ohio
H.Lindquist, New York City
L.Livingston, F.Crange, N.J.
C.A.Lott, New York City
H.Mandeville, Pittsburgh,Pa.

S.Maranov, Rockville Center,NY

H.Matters, Brooklyn, N.Y.
W.McCoy, New York City
w.Michaels, Kansas City, No.

W.Morris, W.Cummington, Mass.

W Murphy, Hicksville, N.Y.
A.Nathan, New York City
J.Nieklin, New York City
H.Nielson, Brooklyn, N.Y.
E.Nordheim, Brooklyn, N.Y.
P.Panagioton, Athol, Mass.
R.Pech, New York City
M.Peck, Briarcliff, N.Y.
C.Pelander, Woodside, N.Y.
C.Peterscn, Belmont, Mass.
R.Polick, Elmhurst, N.Y.
F.Pond, New York City
F.Post, Arcadia, Calif.
D.Quintero, Brooklyn, N.Y.
F.Rankin, New York City
A.Rasmussen, Bronx, N.Y.
G.Rassery New York City
E.Reggel, New York City
R.Rhoades, Ardara, Pa.
R.Roane, New York City
F.Rosner, Brooklyn, N.Y.
J.Rueff, Flushing, N.Y.
k.Saffin, New York City
J.Sampson, San Anselmo, Cal,
F.Sasso, New York City
P.Savage, Worcester, Mass,
N.Sehlemeyer, Brooklyn, N.Y.
F.Sehioz, N.Y,

II‘CPW Jackson Htl K.Y,
¥.l.Henry HNorth Hamptem Ohie
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F.Kohn, New York City
T.Konicoff, Brooklyn, NY
H.Konwiser, New York City

Wi.Schumacher, W.Nyack, N.Y.
J.Schwaner, Scarsdale, N.Y.
R.Seebe, New York City
G.Shoop, Brooklyn, N.Y.
E.Shuster, Kenmore, N.Y.
G.Slawson, New York City
H.Snyder, New York City
C.Southall, Richmond, Va,
W.Staecher, New York City
I1.Staton, Portland, Oregon
G.Stemper, New York City
E.Stowetts, Amsterdam, NY
M,.Strauss, New York City
W.Struss, Brooklyn, N.Y.
S.S5wan, New York City
G.Temple, Irvington, N.J.
F.H.Tows, New York City
E.Unthank, Dayton, Ohie
G.Urlaub, Bellaire, N.Y.
F.Vander Beck, Brooklyn, NY
A.Vollman, New York City
A.Wardwell, Brooklyn, NY .
A.Waters, Scarsdale, N.Y.
A.P.Watts, New York City
H.wWeideman, Brooklyn, N.Y.
M.Weilins, #oodhaven, N.Y,
L.‘i'!'eiller, L.InC., N.Y.
M.#Weintraub, Brooklyn, N.Y.
S.Weissman; Bronx, N.Y.
F.Wendel, New York City
M.#hite, Worcester, lass,
L.Williams, Hartford, Conn,
R.Williams, Fair Haven, NJ.
A M. filson, New York City
J.windner, Philadelphis,Pa,
A.Wittick, Garden City, N¥
N.Worley, Brooklyn, N.Y,
I.Yarry, Woodside, N.Y.
E.Young, Bellaire, N.Y.
F.Zeltman, Brooklyn, -N.Y.
€.Zenker; Seaford, N.Y.
A.Zimmerman, New York City
E.Zirke, New York City
CesZoylner, New York City
C.H.Pihl Breeklys NK.Y.
W.N.Dabel Sam Francisce



Mm&a - MASTER MASON
g
8AM BROOKS

Revolut ionary patriot, one of the signers of the Declara-
tion of Independence, Ambassador to France, author and moted
statesmn and philosopher. He was born in Boston, Mass.,
January 17, 1706; died in Philadelphis, April 17, 1790,

This is the short story of one of the greatest figures, not
only in American history, but in the history of the world.

At the sams time, he was perhaps the greatest Freemason
of his time, and it is with that aspect of his career that
¥e are now concerned.

One writer reports that to write the complets history of
Franklin as a Freemson is virtually to chronicles the early
Mesonic history of America., In a short article;, the best we
can do is to give a chronological record of his Msonic life,

He was initiated in 2%, John's Lodge, Fhiladelphia, Febru-
ary, 1731. 1In June of 1732 he drafted a sst of By-Laws for
the Lodge. That month, he was slacted Junior Grand Warden
and on Juns 24, 1734, he was elected Grand Master of Pennsyl-
vania,

August 1734, he published his “Mason Book,"” a reprint of
Anderson's “"Constitutions of the Free-Masons," the first
Masonic book primted in Americm. From 1735 to 1738 he served
ag Secrstary of St, John's Lodge. June 10, 1749, he was ap-
pointed Bovincial Grend Master by Thoms Oxmard of Boston,
March 13, 1759, he was deposed as Provincial Grand Mester
and immediately appointed Deputy Grand Master by William
Allen, Provincial Grand Master.

. November 17, 1760 he was received by the Grand Lodge of
England as Provineial Grand Bster. In 1776 he affiliated
withh Lodges in France, being elected as a member of Loge des
IX Soeurs (Nine Sisters or Mises).

Tebruary 7, 1778 he assisted at the initiation of Voltaire.
On November 28, of that year he officiated at the Masoniec
funeral services of Voltaire.

In 1782 he was electsd Venerable (W.'.N.'.) of Loge des IX
Sveurs. During the next few ysars of history in France, he
was glected to membership in other Lodges and every Masonie
homor was conferred upon him, (Continusd on Page 24)
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(Contlmsod Meom Page 23)
On April 17, 1790 he passed to the Grand Lodge above,

This is the Masonic record of "an illustrious Brother
whose distinguished merit among Masons eatitles him to their
higheat vemeration,”

To those of you who are imtersstad in the Masonic Life of
this grest Craftsmn, we would suggest a reading of the
" Memoriml Volume - Franklin Bi-Centenary Celebration - 1908"
Published by the Grand Lodge F.&A.M. of Pennsylvania, This
beautiful ook, no doubt, my be procured from your Grand
Lodge Library., To read it, is to receive an education in
the early history of the Craft in America. We, Freemasons
should learn more about our early lemders. This book will
really fescimmtes you, Read it.

.

{mei?m- fn;m}; At The MASONIC STAMP aﬁ[auoje g

e

JAMZS KNOX POLK -

Born - Meaklenburg County, N.C. - November 2, 1795
Died ~ Nashville, Tenn. - June 15, 1849

Reised September 4, 1820 in Columbia Lodgse No, 31, Columbia,
Tenn, He was Junior Deacon in October 1820 and Junior Warden
in December 1821, With elaborate Msonic Ceremonies, he laid
the cornerstons of the Smithsonian Institute, Washington,D.C.
on May 5, 1847,

Spending most of his life in Tennessee, he represented the
State in Congress from 1825 to 1839, 1In 1839, he was elected
Governor of Tennesses, and later became the llth President of
the United States, serving from 1845 to 1849,

His Vice-Presidemt, George M, Dallas, was initiated in
Franklin Lodge No, 134 of Philadelphia, Pa., on March 21,
1818, He was Senior Warden 1n 1819, and Master in 1820. He
held several Grand Lodge offices and was Grand Mstor of the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in 1834,

* It was during this administration that our first stamps were

issued.




