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For the first time in the long history of the Masonie Stamp
Clud, our meeting of February 15th, was opemed with prayer.
At the request of President Tows, Brother Russel Roane read
a prayer and them we preceeded to our regular dusiness.
This immovatiom was the result of a suggestion made by Bro-
ther Marrold Matters.,and will be follewed at all future
meetings.

There is mo doubt that all presemt were pleased and it lead
one of eur guesis, Mr. Eddy Elkims, te remark hew important
prayer was in our lives to-day.

Brought to mind is the
Ferge stanp showing
prayer during the hard
¢lassie stery conneet-
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The Value of Prayer

story of the Valley
Vashington kneeling at
winter of 1777-78 . The
od with this stamp is of
the Quaker farmer whe passing through the wood
saw George Washingtom S kneeling at prayer. He
ovidently was impress ed, for en reashing home
he told his wife of the secne he vitnessed and added there
was no doubt of the sucsess of the Patriot Army , if its
leader ¢ould pray for Divine guidanes.

Brothers, prayer is a mighty veapen feor good. Im these try-
ing times all of us should pray for our President, our law-
makers and fer all leaders of pease amd goed-will, through-
out the World.
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M Ir .
If you collect Masoaie First Day covers, amd have mot already
done se, You should get im toueh with Jehm at cmce. HMis
covers are all a bit of Masenie history amd are even printed
at the Illimois Masonic Nome. In preparétion are sashets
for the Washington and Lee, !’urtol.too, and Alexandria
stampe.
Write to Johr A, Nirt,426 Belmont ln., Chicage, 14, Ill.
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‘To: .ALL MEMBERS = LOCAL and OUT-OF-TOWN

From: HAROLD MATTERS, Chairman,
' Entertalinment Committee

Sub Jeet: 15th ANNIVERSARY DINNER -~
FRIDAY EVENING - MAY 6, 1949.

Another year has swiftly rolled around for all

members to prepare to attend the Annual Meeting.

This 1s being celebrated by our 15th Anniversary

Dinner at the Masonic Club, 71 West 23rd Street,
New York City.

Inasmuch as the private dining room facilities are
limited to 75 diners, we wish to give plenty of
advance notice and will reserve seats in order of
thelr receipt. This task is being ably handled by
our good Brother, Vice=-Chairman, Harry O. Henneman,
28 East 3lst Street, New York, 16, N. Y. Tickets
are $3.98 and include dinner, cocktail, tips and
lots of surprises.

Brothers residing out-of-town are making this

event an Annual Pilgrimage. We are amazed that so
many brother have taken time our from their daily
tasks to join their brethren at this festive board,
so that all may receivd pleasure and profit there-
bye. :

The Comnittee is effecting avpropriate arrange-
ments for your enjoyment and wishes to extend and
invitation to anyone who will help us. Please let
me have your suggestions. Mail them to me, Harold
Matters, 837 East 22nd Street, Brooklyn, 10, New
York - Thanks.

Everyone is in there pitching to make this affair
another sucess. Swell fellows like Doc. Yarry,
who jumped into an emergency and performed like

a real trouper. Harry Henneman, who gave a per-
formance which was a headliner in Billboard. Also
fotog Doc. Camnitzer, without whose talents hist-
ory would be denied. You might look over last
year's "Masonic Philatelist", May-June Issue. The
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photographs will show what you missed, and speak-
ing of that, you'll notice our genial amiling
friend, Ex-President Jake Glaser, maker of kings,
and eminent ¢lub man. As for Sam Brooks, who
arranged for the souvenirs, words are superfluous
since everyone knows of his fine editoral labors
on the Masonic Philatelist. His research work is
a cornerstone in Masoniec Philately. Also it

was Carl Pelander, whe generously contributed to
the levity and good fellowship of everyone. It
was a real treat to see our Brother, E. Milnor
Peck, the Cover Man from Plessantville, New York,
whose magnificent Centenary Contribution will be
an everlasting memorial to his generosity.

When one thinks of good deeds, we think of that
sage and all-wise man, a friend, a gentleman, and
a good Mason, Harry Kénwiser. Anytime we need an
answer to a problem, Harry supplies the solution.
That's why he writes Philatelic Dictionaries and
good ones too. This is beside his being a good
Treasurer.,

There are gaps in our ranks this year made by the
demise of brothers, which are difficult to replace
but we know they would want you to carry on their
work. The brothers mentioned are all doing their
bit and so are many others who are not mentioned
herea.

To omit Carl Pihl and his excellent work is short
of heresy. The same goes for our Vice-Presidents
Brothers Roane and Heim. Arthur has done some

excellent work on the "Master of Philately Degree

Program".

The Envelope Researchist, Forrest Ellls, also
Humorist and Roster Compiler, Morris Strauss, con=-
tributea delecteble morsel in the menu of social

aperitif.

Our President i1s a busy man, namely Ferrarg Tows
with his celebrated collections. His gems of
philately are being made available to all after

many years of labor.

The Dean of our past Preaidents, a distinguished
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gentleman, founder and one to whom we Owe our ex-
istence as a Masonic Club, Arthur Deas, we trust
will take his rightful station on roll call.

By the way, the genlal Sidney Barrett, always
gives us so much pleasure when he exhibts or
visits. Don't miss his showings. We would always
include Clarence Brazer in this suggestion. These
Masonic Brothers are eminent men in their fields
of endeavor.

Some might have failed to observe that retiring
gentlemen, Brother Koomenoff, Centenary Award
Winner. If he can come, our wishes are complete.
Without violating any confidences, he is enzaged
in some magnificent humanitarian work, which in
modesty he declines reference to. To know Brother
Koomenoff will make you a better man. We do hope
he comes.

The same goes for the trall blazer of Philately,
Harry Lindquist, publisher of "Stamps", Radlo and
Video Lecturer, Publicist and Friend. We are
indeed proud to have him as a member of our Club.

It would be a real trest if Brother John A. Mirt
of Chicggo could arrange to be on hand. His
writings on "Masons in Philately" are a libersal
education. A delegation from that area would
have Brother Clarence Hennan and many others, in-
cluding a bunch of swell fellows of the "Temple
Stamp Club in Milwaukee", whose examp%ification

of the "Degree of Master of Philately” 1s a golden
contribution to any Masonic Stamp Club.

ngz Charlie Brooks, Marcus White, Dick Bohn
iggaﬁgi.gSwun, the latter are out in the hinter-
lands, but trust we can look forward to thelr
pllgrimage soon. This applies to many others,
which time and space limits mentioning.

It would be qulte an omission not to make this
observation about Robert Pech, who did such a
great plece of work on the Annual Picnic to the
George Washington Shrine at Tappan, N. Y. He 1s
at it sgain.



Another leader is Worshipful Franklin Bruns,
Philatelic Editor of the New York Evening Sun,
who 1s busy officieting in the East, but not too
busy to give us some notices.

While thinking of those members in far away places
on the Pacific Coast or Western plains, we might
inguire of Charlie Lott, Niagara Falls; Sol Glass,
Baltimore; Herman Herst, Shrub Osk, N. Y.; Gus
Fablan of Hempstead, N. Y.; C. H Copestake,
Bchenectady, N. Y.

There were some brothers who were unfortunate and
could not attend on account of conditions beyond
their control and we hope their situations will
be more favorable this time.

This list could include a host of others - Do
come and let us renew old acquaintenances.

SCANDINAVIAN INVASION

Fulfilling all expectations, and maintaining the

standard achieved in previous years, the visit of
the Scandinavian Collectors Club to the Masonic
Stamp Club on Friday evening February 25th proved
t0 be a complete success. There was a good turn-
out of our own members as well as on the part of
the visitors.

Presiding at this meeting was Brother Ferrars H.
Tows, our president, who 1s also a Past President
of the Scandinavian Collectors Club, Other members
present who are also members of the S5.C.C. were:
Arthur I. Heim, Harry M. Konwiser, Carl E. Pelander

Among the members of the S.C.C..who attended were:
John Boyce, Carl-fmil Buyer, Edwin E. Elkins,
Einar Ernst, William F. Foulk, Richard G. Gibson,
Trygve Larsen and Frgnk E. Maybury.

Carl H. Pihl, M.S.C. Program Chairman, turned the
meeting over to Richard G. Gibson, S.C.C. Program
Chalrman, after a brief business session. Mr.
Gibson first presented Edwin E. Elkins Esquire,
former president of S.C.C., who showed his out-
standing collection of early Great Britain, which
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included a dazzling number of Penny Blacks, numer-
ous blocks and multiple pleces, not to mention
meny interesting used Mulready envelodpes. Every- .
one enjoyed and apprettated this excellent showing
desplte Eddie's tendency to depreciate its worth.

Next, William F. Foulk, Vice President of the S.C.
C., showed the superb Foulk-Maybury Collection of
Denmark which 1s unguestionably the finest col-
lection of Denmark extant. We saw three albums
which covered the early skilling values only.
These pages were replete with rare blocks and
other multiple pieces, covers, estc. Mr. Foulk
mentioned that he is missing only one block in the
entire collection, which made everyone rather sad.
However, those who know Bill have little doubt
that he will soon correct this glaring deficiency.
An interesting fact about this collection that may
not be generally know is that 1t is in reality the
property of Jeffrey Foulk, aged five, who is Bill's
grandson.,

Following this Carl-Emil Buyer asked those present
a 864, question, concerning Denmark's "Vgcation
Stamps" which are regular postage due. stamps over-
printed "Ferie". He wanted to know whether they
could be considered postage stamps. Consensus of
opinion was that they are a form of postal savings
stamps. :

Richard G. Gibson concluded by showing an interest
ing and nicely arranged collection of the bi-
colored jssues of Dermark. Mr. Gibson has separa-
ted many of the various papers and printings and
makes a special study of the infinite plate vari-
eties, including the normal and inverted plate
occurrence on different printings.

This proved to be a most enjoyable evening and
those who were not present missed a thoroughly
interesting and well-balanced program.

--Ca.l’l Ho Pihl

Be you want te SWAP stamps? Bring your duplicates to the

next meeting at TP.M. Swapping till 8:00.
AR ARN



ANNUAL MEMBERS EXHIBITION

The Annual Members Exhibtion for 1948-1949 will
be held on Friday evening March 25th at the Col-
lectors Club in New York beginning at 8 P.M.

All exhibits will be mounted in the frames avail-
able for the purpose. Each member will be limit-
ed to two frames which wil hold 32 pages. This
year and hereafter the competition will be in
two divisions: open gnd novice. Members who have
never won a first prize (or gold medal) at a
Masonic Stamp Club Annual Members Exhibition or
any local or regional stamp show, or who have
never won a prize of any kind in an International
Stamp Exhibition, are eligible for the Novice
Division.

The Open Division is open to all members, except
those who enter competion in the Novice Division.
In other words, a member may not comete in both

divisions simultaneously. Winners of first prize

in the Novice Division will become ineligible ‘to
compéte in that division in future exhibitions.

Three awards will be made in eaéh of thé two divi-
silons.

Come one, come all. Let's make this a gala oc-
casion.

--Carl He Pihl

THE TRIP TO UTICA

If you contemplate making this trip to Utiea, write AT ONCE

to Morris Stramss, 224 Riverside Drive, New York, 1%, N.Y.

The date is May 13th, and Notel reservations must be made at

ones. Rates are from $3.50 to 5.50, simgle, and from $6.00

te 8.00, double.

If you live near Utica, and will join us, please write to

Brother Strauss and tell him thet you will be there.

The suecess of this important trip depends en you!l_Aect mow.
e o -




"HE WAS A GOOD MAN"
by F. T. Anderson

I wonder if we, as Masons of today, appreciate-
fully the traditions of our fraternity. We aay
with pride, and justiflably, that we are Masons,
knowing that our membership as a whole, 13 in the
higher bracket as to honor, intelect and citizen-
ship. But do we realize the place Masonry has in
history, Much can be learned on the subject from
a study of the postage stamps of the world.

The writer has become interested in Masonic phi=-
lately and is in the procdss of establishing a col-
lection of representative stamps picturing Masons
or subjects related to Masonry. It started as an
original idea but 1t was soon discovered that there
were already many in that particular field. Sev-
eral articles were found in Philatelic and in
Masonic publications and recently an interesting
brochure was written by George B. Clark of Denver.
Another 1is by Sam Brooks of New York. These men
are two of the leading authorities on this inter-
esting subject. There are also at least four
Masonic stamp clubs in as many cities in the. United
States, therefore, the idea connot be claimed as
original by the writer, although he does have a
couple of angles which until now, at least, are

nis own and which he hopes to develope.

The reading and study which has already gone into
the making of the collection, incomplete as it 1is,
has proven to be a source of great pleasure and a
wonderful method of self-education in Masonry and
history. The more one goes into it, the more he
realizes how little he knows of these sub jects.

However, one fact stands out above all others.
That fact is that Masonry has by a wide margin,
been on the side of truth and justice throughout
modern history. Wherever right and freedom have
been pitted against might and tyranny, Masons have,
with but very few exceptions, been found leading
in the cause of right.

Even in Italy, where we do not ordinarily expect



to hear much of Masonry, we learn that Garibaldi
and Mazzinl were leaders not only against the
tyrants but also in Italian Masonic¢ bodies. Their
contemporary in Austria, Louis Kossuth, was raised
in a Cincinnati ‘lodge while in exile in this
country. In Austria as in Germany we find
Beethoven, Gothe, Hayden, Mozart and Schiller to
mention only a few, were Masons; yet conversely
we do not find the Mussolinis, ‘Hitlers and at .
least the more reprehensible of the Hohanzollarns-
listed as such. _

In the Scandinavian countries, where the royal
families are loved and respected by their sub-
jacts, Masonic affiliation of the royalty is ex-
tremely common in contrast to its utter absence
among the rulers of such countries as Spain and
Russia and-in the earlier governmants ruled by
tyrants. : :

Moving to The Philippines, we find Jose Rizal,
'The George Washington of The Philippines' was a
member of the fraternity. - Going into South
America, where we could hardly say Masonry would
have an easy time in becoming established we find
Bolivar, O'Higgins, San Martin and others of
similar thoughts working to establish rraedam and
practicing their Haaonic vOowWs,

These are only a few exampies of lasonry around
the world to prove the point that it has always
been found on the side of truth and justice. 1In
our own country the case is evan easier to prove.

Colonial history and the part playad by Masons is

© wgll knowm. Many books have beén written about

- Washington, Franklin; Von Steuben, Livingstone,

'~ John Marshall and others of that important period.
The fact that thirteen of our presidents have
been proven by written records to be Masons and
two additional presidents are thought to have -
been the same, and the fact that two of them,
Jackson of Kentucky and: Truman of lissouri served 7
as Grand Masters 1s alaO'iell known. ' _

Daniel . Boone, George Rogers Clark, Sevier, Farra-
gut, Clay and Decatur are only a few of thoge
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Masons we learn about philatelicly. Historieal
events -- the Declaration of Independence, the
Signing of the Constitution, the laying of the
cornerstone of the United States Capital all have
more than ordinary Masonic significance.

Coming to our own contemporaries, we find not only
statesmen and political leaders but others such

a8 Will Rogers and Charles Lindburgh are members
of the fraternity. We find them in many places,
almost without exception in places of trust and
honor.

Such a brother the writer has found in the group
shown on the "Four Chaplains' stamp. On February
23, 1943 at 12:55 A.M. the troop transport
Dorchester was torpedoed by the enemy in the North
Atlantic. In twenty-five minutes the vessel was
under the surface of the cold, dark waters. In
those twenty-five minutes one of the most heroic
acts in war or peace was enacted by the four
chaplains who were on the stricken ship. All the

. world knows of their heroism in giving up their

. 1ife-belts to men who had none and how they went
. down, arms linked togather, praying to God as they
- sank. : N

Probably not many except those of his home com=
munity, know that one of these four was a Mason.
His act of heroism was no greater than that of
his fellow chaplains, the other proteatant, the
Jew or the Catholic, yet to us who are Masons he
seems just a little closer for Lt. George L. Fox
surely went all the way in laying down his life
for one who may or may not have been. a brother.

Facts for a brief story of his 1life have been
furnished by the secretary of his lodge and by the
adjutant of the American Legion, Department of
Vermont.

Rev, George L. Fox was born at Altoona Pennsylvania
March 15, 1900, He graduated from Boston Univer-
sity, School of Theology and served as pastor in
several Methodist churches in Vermont.

i Whén barely seventeen, he enlisted for service in
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World War I, serving with the Ambulance Corps,
Second Division. He was decorated with The
Purple Heart, The Silver Star, Croix de Guerre,
and the Fourragers with personal citation. These
decorations are the kind that are earned the hard
way and it is with regret that we cannot furnish
details on how they were earned.

Reverend Fox served as Department Chaplain and as
Department Historian for The American Leglon,
Department of Vermont, as well as for the local
poﬁtin several towns where he was serving as
pastor.

On July 24, 1942 he was appointed Chaplain (1st
Lt.) in the United States Army. He took tralning
at The Chaplains School, Harvard University and
served at Camp Davis, N.C. until shortly prior to
the date of his ill-fated salling for overseas

duty.

He 1s survived by his wife Isadora H. Fox who 1is
also an ordained Methodist minster and is at
present at Sharon, Vt., and by a son Wyatt, who
was in the Marine Corps, and by a daughter Mary,

Brother Fox received his entered apprentice degree
AMagust 2, 1939, his fellowcraft degree September
8, 1939 and was raised to the sublime degree of a
Master Mason October 4, 1939 in Moose River Lodge
No. 82 F & A M Concord, Vermont. He served as
chaplain of his lodge and was a member of The
Order of the Eastern Star.

An indication of the character .of George L. Fox
can be shown by quoting from a letter written by
Karl H. Kennison, Secretary of Moose River Lodge.
"Reverend Fox was a good man, He was a very good
friend of mine, in fact I hove a gold plin which
he gave me because I attended his church more than
45 Sundays in one year. He was the Parson at my
daughter's wedding. He enjoyed the (Masonic)
meetings and never missed one if he could get
away from his other duties. His friends have
placed a set of chimes in the Gilman church and
every time they ring we all think of him,"
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The heroism of Lt. Fox, together with that of his
three companlons, was recognized by the United
States Army and each was awarded, posthumously,
The Distinguished Service Cross in 1944.

What greater thing could any man do than give his
life for another. And what more fitting thing
could be said about a man who lived and died as
our Brother George L. Fox did than those simple
words, "HeWas a good man',

FOUR CHAPLAINS ISSUE.
Issued in honor of George L. Fox, Clark V. Poling, John
P. Washington and Alexander D, Goode, the four chap-

lains who sacrificed their lives in the sinking of the 5. 5.
Dorchester, February 3, 1943,

- Pieture from United States
Stamp Catalegue, published
by Scott Publisations.

ARTHUR WARDWELL GENEALOGIST

We have just learned that because of his original researeh
of Nempstead, Long Island families of 1650-1700, our good
friend Arthur Wardwell has been elested a member of the
Sesiety of Ameriecan Gemealogists. This is quite an honor as
this sosiety has a very limited membership. Arthur's stamp
astivities are sentered in the slassiec 3¢ 1851s.

-4
Bvidently the study of genealogy goes hamd-in-hand with
stamp eolleeting. As witmess the activity of Charles Lett,
Clarence Brazer and other members of the Club.

N

VARS TAVILY GENEALOGY

Marold Vars of Westerly, Rhode Island, who was made a member
of Osiris Lodge of Washingtom, D.C. in 1928, at which time
he was a Taxidermist for the U.3.Biologieal Survey, desires
information relating te the Vars Family. This Family had
its American beginnings when Lerd Johm de Vars, a Breton
nobleman, visited Amerieca, went baek to France and was kill-
od in a duel in 1679. '

Lord John's widows sons , Isame, settled on land near Brad-
ford, R.I. in 1680. There are hundreds of Vars in the United
States and Canada, and Marold Vars of Westerly, R.I., wants

to see letters written by members of the Vars Family.
% +n
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YE/EDITOR ADDRESSES THE MEMBERS

Another banner evening was enjoyed by the members
of the Masonic Stamp Club on Friday evening, March
4th at the Collectors Club when Brother Sam Brooks
Editor of The Masonic Philatelist, took charge of
Magsonie Philately Night and gave the members a
most interesting and informative t.lk.

Sam explained in great detall, using notes and -
clippings for illustrgtive purposes, how he gather
ed the material for his Masonic collection. He
pointed out that the system described could be
used to form any topical, or schemic, collection.
Sam emphasigzed the importance of thorough research
and painstaking checking in order to assure ac~
curacy.

He divided Masonic Philately into four broad
groups and explained each one. PFirsat 1s the fasci-
nating study and collection of postmarks or cancel-
lations of Masonic significance. Many of these
have appeared in the Masonic Philatelist from time
to time. Sam stressed that each man was his own
judge as to which types of cancellations were
Masonic. Second field, and proabably the broadest,
is the collection of stamps that are of Masonic
significance, such as those that bear portraits

of Masons or of events that were significant to
Masons. When you consider that this includes the
collection of stamps that exemplify the many sym-
bols of Masonry, it can be seen that this field is
vast indeed. '

Next, Sam discussed the collection of covers bear-
ing Masonic corner cards, or which were addressed
to Masonic organizations or had other Masonic
connotation. In a way, these covers are the clas-
sics of Masonic Philately due to their great rari-
ty. PFinally, Sam showed examples of autographs

of Masons on covers, mostly free franking signa-
tures, and mentioned the possibilities in this
acti Vith

To this writer, this evening proved to be one of
the most Interesting the club has édnjoyed in same
time. I believe we should attempt to provide more
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such programs, which offer good instructive in-
formation that is helpful to all our members,
whether they be beginners or experts. I don't
think there was anyone present who didn't learn a
great deal that night. Thanks a lot, Sam.

Carl H. Pihl
Program CHairman

B. NILNOR PECK REPORTING

We had a very pleasant echat with Brother Peek Who is now
working on another Easonic $tamp Clud eashet. This time it
is in cennection with the proposed mew stamp te honer the
eity of Alexandria, Va. Aes you all know, this eity is very
slosely associated with many of George Washington's Masonic
astivities and is the site of the famous Geerge Washingtonm
Masonic Momorial. Kilnor is havimg am artist develope his

ideas, which will be presemted to you soom.
PP c——

HEINRICH von STEPNAN 1831-1897

He was General Postmaster eof the German

Confederation in 1875. He was a Mason in

the Lodge "Teutomia zur Weisheit” in

Potsdem. NHe was initiated in 1858.
-«=Narry C.Monneman

 Deuliches Teuh |

The Philippines on Dec. 30 issued an embossed
stamped envelop bearing the profile of Dr. Joke
Rizal and a 2=-centavo green stamp overprinted "O.
B." Dr. Rizal, a Mason, gave his life in the
fight for the independence of the Philippines_from
the Spaniards. Rizal Consistory of the Scottish

Rite Bodies in the republic is named after hime
-= Mirt,

Tso Masons will be honored when Haitl issues a 5¢
stamp this year in connection with.the blcgnten-
nial of the founding of Port-au-Prince. They are
George Washington and Simon Bolivar, the latter
known as the "Liberator" of South Americae~--Mirt.
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DIRNER ANNOUNCEMERT

MASONIC STAMP CIUB CF FEW YORK

15th ANNIVERSARY DINNER

PIACE - MASONIC CLUB OF NEW YCRK
MASONIC BALL, 71 West 23rd Street, New York City.

Time = Friday, May 6th, 1949,
B T!!ﬂ'ti at 6:30 PM. for a get-te-gether.
DINNER at 7 P.M. BHARP

IRESS- IIFCRMAL
SUBSCRIPTION - $5.98 includes everything.
DINNER - THE FINEST FULL COURSE DINNER.
TOASTMASTER - YOU WILL LIKE HIM.

SPEECHES - SHORT - BUT GOOD.

ENTERTATNERS - EEING DEVELOPED BY COMMITTEE
SCUVENIR ~- UNDER CORSIDERATION

NOTE: The Dimmer is fér mem enly, and the limited eapasity
ef the Private Dinimg Reem requires advamece bdeoking
of reservationms.

SEND RBERVATIORI WITH CHECK te our Vise- Chairmam,
HENRY O. HENNEMAN 28 East 31st Street, New York,16, N.Y.

! |

GOTTFRIED C. LESSING 1729-1781

Me was initiated at Mamburg. He was a celebrated
*“Literature” of Germany. He wrote iwo works om
Free Masonry, “Ernst umd Falk" and "Nathan der ST
Weise®. #Harry O.Nenneman
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