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BIG SURPRISE FOR JANUARY 27th

On Friday evening, January 27th, at 8 P.M. the
First Vice President of the Masonic Stamp Club
of New York - Bro. Arthur I. Heim - will treat
his fellows members to a surprise showing. All
of the members know of Arthur's proclivity for
collecting Belgian Congo, therefore considerable
curiosity is being aroused by his announcement
that he will show a collection of Cyprus. This
is one of the most interesting of the British

- Colonies and we understand that there are some
~basic queéstions regarding Cyprus that ought to
develop a stimulating discussion. Don't miss
this interesting showing of Cyprus. The usual
swap session commences at 7 P.M.

AST PRESIDENTS NIGHT

' One of the most enjoyable evenings last year was
Past Presidents Night, and there is every reason
to believe that this year's celebration will be
even better. The big night is February 3rd when
all members of the Masonic Stamp Club of New York
"will turn out to honor all of their past prexies.
Arrangements are being made by Bro. Jacob Glaser,
. himself a member of that select group, and you
may all be certain that the program will be very
. smoothly run as well as most interesting. Let us
have the greatest turnout in years in order to
pay homage to former leaders of our great club.
Stamp swapping and gossip begin at 7 P.M.
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Lindquist Is Elected
President of N. Y. A. C.

Harry L. Lindquist

Harry L. Lindquist was elected
president of the New York Ath-
letic Club last night. Succeeding
Theodore J. Van Twisk, who re-
tired because of ill health, he
became the thirty-ninth leader
of the 8,000-member Winged
Foot organization, founded in
1868.

New York Times Jan. 11,

We :re pleased to note that
Brother Franklin R.Bruns, Jr.
will continue his famous page
for stamp collectors in the
combined New York World-Tel-
egram and the Sun.He has been
doing a fine job and is des=
erving of our continued sup-
port. the new papser is to be
congratulated for obtaining
the services of this fine
writer and for continuing the
S5tamp Page.



BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

lé?gi{; This stampis the lowestvalue of the

, POSTAGE issue of 1938, known as the Presi=-
: dential Series. The portraitisfrom
a photograph of the statue by James
Earl Fraser, in Franklin Institute,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Born at Boston, Massachusetts - January 17, 1706.
Died at Philadelphia - April 17, 1790.

Franklin was made a Mason June 24, 1731in St. John's
Lodge of Philadelphia. He was elected Junior Warden
June 24, 1731, Worshipful Master, June 5, 1732, and
Provincial Grand Master in June 1734. In 1779, while
in Paris, he was elected VENERABLE of the LOGE
des IX SOEURS. It is said of Franklin that he “did
more to establish Freemasonry in America, than any
other man of his time.”

Franklin excelled as a Statesman, Scientist, and Pub-
lisher. Early in life he learned ‘the printer's trade
and after moving to Philadelphia, he edited the “Penn-
sylvania Gazette,” and “Poor Richard's Almanack”.
Among his inventions were the lightning rod, the
“Franklin Stove”, and experiments in elec¢tricity. As
early as 1753 he was Postmaster for the colonies.
Later he was sentto Londonas agent for the Pennsyl-
vania Colony. He was a member of the Continental
Congress, and served on the committee to draft the
Declaration of Independence. In 1776 he sailed for
France, where he spent nine years pleading the cause
of the new republic. His last service was as a mem-
ber of the Constitutional Convention of 1787. He was
considered one of the outstanding men of the eighteenth
century.

(from Masonic Philastely, by Sam Brooks )



3mn£&n anJ Wudic

S a boy, Ben Franklin had a talent for
making rhymes, His brother James the
printer, to whom he was apprenticed, per-
suaded him to write two ballads. These James
printed and then sent Franklin about the town
to sell them. At age 15, he set the type for the
first barred music notes for the initial publica-
tion of music in America.

When* he was in his middle years, he in-
vented a musical instrument known as the ar-
monica which enjoyed popularity during the
second half of the 18th century. It was intro-
duced into the court of France and music was
composed especially for it by Mozart and Bee-
thoven. In addition to his delight in playing
thé armonica, Franklin also learned to play the
violin, harp, and guitar and composed several
songs, including “Sailor Song,” “The Mother
Country,” “Fair Venus Calls,” and “My Plain
Country Joan.”

Smyth in his “Writings of Franklin,” tells
how the latter song, was caused to be written.

It seems that the Junto Club which Franklin,
organized, discovered that their merrymaking

_songs were mostly about maidens, and none

about married women. Franklin set about
correcting this and his lyrics go as follows:

Of your Chloes and Phyllises poets may prate,
I sing of my plain country Joan:

These twelve years my wife, still
The joy of my life,—

Never overlooking an opportunity to preach
a lesson in thrift, Franklin included reference
to it in the above song, in the line, “In peace
and good order my household she guides, right
careful to save what I gain ., .”

According to the Music Industries Chamber
of Commerce, Franklin was a leader in the
musical trend of his time, wrote on musical
theory and harmony as well as composing
songs. The Musical Digest credits Franklin
with being America’s first Musicologist, first
printer of music, first American inventor of a
musical instrument, first publisher of music,
and first critic.

—THE FRANKLIN SOCIETY FOR HOME BUILDING AND SAVINGS

217 Broapway, New York 7, N. Y,

A TFRANFLIN POSTFARK CCLLECTION

If some of our first day cover enthusiasts are interested
in the Craft, in a postal history sense, they might do warse
than sttempt to form a Franklin postmark collection. In
1703, there were Franklin-named post offices in Georgia,
New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginis, and Tennessee. It
might not be a simple matter to acquire folded letters of
the period showing tovmmarks indicating origin from these
offices. Howaver, with patience and fortitude, mostly pat-
ience, thse will come along if sought for in the proper
places. The proper places, it might be said, are state

specialists in postal history.

By 1842, there were 23 Franklin-nemed post offices and
15 with Franklin as part of the name like Franklin College,
Tennessee; and Franklinton, North Carolinaj and Frankline
towns Pennsylvania. Today there are about 50 Franklin off-
ices in the United States Fost Uffice.

Of course, the seme sort of collection can be developed
on Washington and other presidents of the United States.:
who were (or were not) members of the Craft. Since the
"Vagonic Philatelist® is sponsored by members of the
Craft, it is quite netural our fellow craftsmen (of other
days) should be featured--more especially, Franklin and

Washington.

~«=Harry M. Konwiser



FRANKLIN AND SHIP LETTERS
by Harry ¥. Konwiser

Ship letters--that is, letters carried by waster routes
from one port to another, did not begin in the American
Colonial period in the Benjemin Franklin era. Franklin,
hOWBVer, did interest himself in ship mail between the .
Americas and England, snd can readily be termed a pioneer
in the matter of regular mmils on the Atlantic. '

Among the "Unpublished FPapers” in the Stevens Collection
{1886) according to John Bigelow, writing in The Century,
June, 1886, is a letter from Franklin to ¥. 5t. Jean
Crevecoeur, about 1787 or 1988, which carries reference to

. Ocean Liail as follows:

*..shaving formerly had some share in the management of -
the Pacquet boats bétween Engleand and America, I am entitled
- to furnish you with some small remarks...Commerce increases

correspondence, but facility of correspondence inereases
commerce, and they go on mutuslly sugmenting sach other.

“Four Pacquet boats were at first thought suffici:nt
between Falmouth and New York so as to dispatch one regu-
larly the first Wednesday of each month. But by experience -
it was found that a fidth was necessery, es without it,
the regularity was sometimes broken by accidents of wind
‘and weather, end the merchants disaprointed and their af-
feirs deranged, a matter of great consequence in commerce.
A fifth Pagquet was accordingly added." B

Postal Karking students--hobbyists interested in Postal
history, do not record any Shipmarks thet are of Franklin
design--the incoming foreign mail in the American Coloninl
period, from 1639 onward, did not acquire any Shipmarks

on arrival, as wae the later-day custom. Practically all
of the Shipmarks seen on incoming foreign mail (that is
into the United States) acquired its Shipmark on arrival
at a port on the Atlantic or Pacific. ’

Ship letters date back to 1639 in what is now the United
‘States. These had their begirnings when the lFassachusetts
General Court made a November 5th record (in 1639) es
follows: . . .

“For preventing the riscarriage of letters...it is or-
 dered that notice be given that Richard Fairbanks, his
house in Boston, is the place appointed for all letters -
which are brought to him from beyond the Ses...”

Incidentelly, in manner of speaking, this Richard Feir-
‘banks post office ia the earliest recorded post office on

American soil--North American soil, that is--since the
Peruvians eppear to have empleoyed a courier system for
.letters at the time Columbus was -{continued next page)-



wending his way westward from Spain.

The New Netherlends ordinance of June 12, 1657, forbade
the boarding of incoming vessels at what is now New York
City, until these vessels had been visited by the govern-
ing officials of the Dutch Colony (then opersting what
is now a small part of New York) until the Ship Lstters
had been transferred to thse officials.

None of the letters received in the Americas in the early
periecd referred to, appear to have any sort of markings
though the Massachusetts Colony record does indicete Fair-
banks was to mark letters handled by him for the fee, At
least none have turned up to this writer's eyes, though
strict search has besn mede in many historical records
in meny places where records of the early days of the
postal service of the Americas might well be deposited.

There is no recorded knowledgeas to when the words "Ship
Letter"” first appeared on incoming forsign mail, nor is
there any definite knowledge when the word "Ship" was first
placed on incoming foreign mail--for postal recording pur-
poses. There was no official interchange of mail matter
from foreign lands until well in the 1850's when the United
States established postal service arrangements with some
countries. (a Few such arrangements were made prior to
1850).

In the Franklin Colon#éal period, that is, when Franklinm
represented the British Crown as a Deputy Postmaster General
for the American Colonies, such mail as was received
from sngland carried marks indicating British origin,
some with townmarks (in handstamp format) plus a smell
dater circle. The use of "London/Ship-Lre" (for exasmple)
did not Become regular until around 1760. Several “merican
postal marking collections have "prior to 1800" letters
showing "Ship Letter" marks as applied to letters at
English popts. This writer can place a few of this type.

From Memorial Volume of the Benjamin Franklin Bi-Centennary
Celebration--Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, 1906.
&

Franklin was elected a member of the Lodge of the Nine Muses
(Loge des IX Sosurs) in 1777 or 1778. ;

On February 7th, 1778 the Lodge enjoyed the dis-
tinction of Iniating the Philosopher Veltaire...
Voltaire entered supported on one side by Ben=-
Jamin Pranklin.....

November 28, 1778 Franklin officiated at a Lodge
of Sorrow held in memory of Brother Voltaire
under the auspices of the Lodge of the NineMusaes.
In the year 1782 Franklin served as Vemerable (Worshipful
Master) of the Lodge.”’




SAMUEL GOMPERS AN ARDENT MASON

The following Masonic cachet appears on the latest
in my series of covers -- Myrt.

Semuel Gompers, plctured on a 3¢ stamp issued Jan.
; 1950, the 100th anniversary of his birth in

3 London and who did more for Amer-
ican labor than any other man
living or dead, was an ardent
ligson. He became a member of
Dawson Eodge No. 16, Washington,
D.C., May 9, 1904, and received

I his 329 in Albert Pilke Consistory
i Wasning ton, Feb. 10, 1906. He

Il was a member at his death, Dec.
;13, 1924. A year later, Samel

(¢ Gompers Lodge No. 45, Washington,
i was clhwrtered by the drand Lodge
of the Distrlct of Columbia. President of the
American Federation of Lagbor for 4l years, he
fouzht Socizlism relentlessly. In his autobiog-
rapny he relates that his Masonic affiliation
frecuently prot=cted him. His death was mourned
nationelly by labor and industry.-—John A. Mirt,

Brother Wendell K.Walker Librarian of the Grand Lodge Library
sends the following regarding Samuel Gompers:

received the symbolic degrees in Dawson Lodge No. 16 here-
EA- 8 February 1904, FC= 28 March 1904, MM- 9 May 1904.
He was continuously a member of that Lodge until his death
December 13, 1924.
He received the 4th, 14th, 18th, and 30th degrees of the
Scottish Rite in ¥arch 1905, and the 32nd degree on February
10, 1906, all in the Bodies here in Washington. He was a mem-
ber until his death.
Samuel Gompers Lodge No.45 of this jurisdiction was named for
him, it being chartered a year after his death.
From letter from The Library of the
Suprme Counciless Sede.+15 Dec 1949.

Apew national stamp society has been formed called TOPICAL
PHILATELISTS Inc. Two of our members, Brothers Fred Barovick
and Harry O.Henneman are on the Board of Directors. No doubt
they will be pleased to explain the purposes of the new club
if you will get in touch with them.



Sol Glass Heads the B.LA.

s

T the recent clection of officers of
the Bureau Issues Association, Sol
Glass, well-known collector and U.-S.

specialist, was elected President and
Chairman of the Board of Governors.
Mr. Glass has been Vice-President and
Washington Representative of the B.I.A.
for the past four years, and his advance-
ment to the presidency is in recognition
of the splendid record achieved during
that period.

Brother we.R.McCoy of N.Y.
another of our members, was
slected Vice-President. Bro.
¥dcCoy is elso Vice-President
and Congress editor of the
American Philatelic Censrens

George Camnitzer is Chairman
and Carl Pelander and Harry
Konwiser are CO-Chairmen for
a JUNIOR EXHIBIT the Club is
to sponsor for the children
of Masons.It is expected to
take place late in Junme.
More details next month.

Franklin On Ocean Transportation-—
Benjamin Franklin, in letler to
France, 1787, suggested French Pack-
ats to supplement the five British
Packet Boats, operating between Eng-
land and the United States. He wrote
“xx+ sommerce increases correspond-
ence, but facility of correspondence
inereases commercé and they go on
mutually augmenting each other.”

Franktin's Mail Rates

Franklin's Table of the post of all single
letters carried by post in the Northern
District' of North America, as established
by Congress in 1775, shows the postage
was rated in Permyweights and grams of
silver at three pence sterling for each
pennyweight. The Northern District ex-
tended from Falmouth, in Casco Bay, to
Suffolk, in Virginia.

These tables indicate the rates on single
letters were as follows:

For any distance not exceeding sixty
miles, one pennyweight and eight grams;
over 60 and not exceeding 100 miles, two
pennyvweights ; upward of 100 and not ex-
ceeding 200, two pennvweights and sixteen
grams; upward of 200 and not exceeding
300 miles, three pennyweights and eight
grams; and so on, 16 grams advance for
every hundred miles.

By these rates, a single letter sheet,
from Bosten to New York was three-
pennvweight and eight grams, which
equalled 10 pence sterling, or ahout 20
cents in our money.

(from The American Siamp
Gollectors Dictionary, by
Harry ¥. Konwiser.)

p oor K&c&ar&l Saic{ :

FLATTERY: Approve not of him

% g who mmmemls] :Ell you say.

701 % FRUGALITY: Silks and Satins, Scar-
let and Velvets put out the Kitchen
Fire.

CREDIT: He that would have a
short Lent let him borrow money

10 be repaid ar Faster,

p ECONOMY : Since thou art not sure
of a minute, throw not away an

“# hour.

FREE SPEECH: Freedom of Speech

is ever the symptom as well as the

# effect of good government.

GOOD COUNSEL: We may give ad-
vice but we cannot give conduct. However,
remember this: They that will not be counseled
cannot be helped; and further, if you will not
hear Reason, she will surcly rap your knuckles.

.
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