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For the first meeting of the new year we
will have the pleasure of listening to a
gtory of a trip to the London Stamp Show
last summer, by Brother Herman Herst,Jr.
Pat, as he is known in stamp eircles, is
a good story-teller, and with the aid of
slides, will tell of his trip to London,
. Burope, and North Africa. Wa've heard
Pet on several occasions and he puts on
a good show. It is our supgestion that
you come down early, meet your friends,
and spend a very pleasant evening. Start
the New Year right.

L 8 L E 2 ok

February 2
This is our annual Vasonic Philatsly Night. This is a fine

opportunity for you to bring a friend and introduce him teo
the joys of collecting stamps with a Vasonic flavor. You are
elso requested to bring sorethine to show. Let the other

fellow see what you are doing in this field.
5 -8

The story of "An Early Masonic Cover", by Brother William C.
Michaels, on pages 6and 7, was originally printed in STAKPS
for November 14, 1942.

LA 22 o

CCNGRATULATIONS

to Brother Arthur C. Zimmermann, Who wes installed as Master
of Hebron Lodge No. 813,F. & A.N. or January 1llth.Brothers
John Nicklin, Harry Konwiser and Sem Erooks represented the

Masonic Stamp Club. Good Luck and God sneed, Arthur.
*




MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF NEW YORK
CFFICERS 1950-195]

Russell B. Roane President
Arthur I. Heim 1st V-Pres.
€arl H. Pihl 2nd V-Pres.

Dr. Irwin M. Yarry, Secretary
31-12 54th Street
Woodside, Long Island, N.Y.

Harry M. Konwiser Treasurer
181 Claremont Ave.
New York, 27, N.Y.

BOARD COF GOVERNORS
Forrest L. Ellis
Carl H. Pihl
Korris Strauss
Arthur I. Heim
Harold Matters
Russell B.Roane
Richard S. Bohn
Harry O. Henneman
George B. Wray

1951

1952

1953

T X
Arthur W. Doas 1934-1938
Ralph A. Barry ® 1938-1939
Henry W. Holcombe 1939-1941
Carl E. Pelander 1941-1943
George Cammnitzer 1943-1945
Sem Brooks 1945-1946
Jacod 3.Glaser 1946-1948
Ferrars Ho Tows 1948-1949

(#) indicates deceased
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The Ralph A. Barry Publication Fund
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EDITOR

Sam Brooks, x5 Anderson dve.,
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GEOGRAPHICALLY SPEAKING
our kembers reside in

New York City 61
Brooklyn 20
Long Island 28

New York State including
Westchaster 20
New Jearsey 28

California
Connecticut
Florida
Illinois
Indiana
Varyland
Vassachusets
¥ichigan
¥issouri
Nebraska
Nevada

Ohio

Cregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Islend
Vermont
Washington, D.C.
Washington
Wisconsin

[
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Canada
Newfoundland
Jreat Britain
Curaceo, N.¥W.I.
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HMK reports that only 31
of this group have NOT
paid their dues. Let's
make it unanimous. PAY
YCUR DUES TO#DAY:::

sse

/‘O oor ﬁir‘an! ‘S}au[

VALUE OF SELF HELP: The surest way to ob-
tain aid from others is vigorously to help our-
selves. People fear to assist the negligent, :he
indolent and the careless lest the aid they aflord
should he lost.



A REWARDING HOBBY that one of our members calls to our att-
ention is described here with the hope that some of our
other Brothers may find it interesting.
Brother Herman Herst,Jr., of Shrub Osk, N.Y. occasionally
comes upon old covers, cornercerds, or letters with Masonic
significance, many of them from small towns, and usually
dated some time in the lest century. Vhile they arz of no
perticuler philetelic veslue, Brother Herst has been gstting
in touch with Lodges in the towns in question, inguiring
whether they would be interested in them for their archives.
Recently, Erother Herst happened upon = very ordinsry folded
letter bearing a 3¢ 1851, and addressed to the Grand Lodge
of Louisiana. The letter contained e recuest from 2 group of
the Craft residing in Waterproof, La. for a Dispensation to
form a Lodge in their Town.
A letter addressed to the Masonic Lodge in Waterproof, found
its way to Saint Joseph,La., and a prompt reply from the
Secretary of the Lodge gave the interesting history that the
Waterproof Lodge wes Instituted but gave up its Cherter late
in the 19th century. Subsequently, snother Lodge was organ-
ized in Saint Joseph, and the Waterproof members affiliated
with it.
As a result, the Saint Joseph Lodge, which could only trace
its history back to the late 19th century now has in its pos-
session a cover bearing a postage stemp, that has added four
decades to its recorded history. Needless to say ths Lodge
thenked Brother Herst for his thoughtfullness.
Brother Herst suggests that any of our Brothers coming upon
philatec items that could properly be donated to Lodges,
should consider the possibility of making such donation, in
the name of the Masonic Stamp Club. Certainly by so doing we
will be fulfilling our own obligations, and at the same time
bring to members of the Crzft the realizetion that stamp col-
lectors, o2s collectors and as Y¥asons are resdy and willing to
help their Brothers in our great Freternity.

* % % ® N
Brother John Mirt of Chicago, sends greetings to all of us.
“Some day I hope that my trip to New York will be at a time
whon the Clut meets. Vaybe I'll take the trip next July with
the Shrine fellows," writes John.

That's a good thought for a lot of you out-of-towners. The

Welceme Kat is always out.
% % * = ®

Brother I.0.Hammonds of Youngstown, Chio, writes that he won
8 First Prize at Salem recently with the aid of John lirt's
articles in the Masonic Philatelist. Brother Hammonds wants
informetion on for#ign Masonic stamps. Can you help?,
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AN EARLY
CALIFCRNIA
MASCNIC

CCVER

Photograph of the Masonic cover which is the subject of the accompanying
article by Mr. Michaels.

By WILLIAM C. MICHAELS

ARLY California covers have
E long been popular with nearly

all collectors of United States
stamps. Some of them are not par-
ticularly rare, but many, especially
those with express company mark-
ings, are very popular and are
among the most desirable United
States cover items. and frequently
bring faney prices at auctions.
Masonic covers arc not in as great
demand as early California items,
but there are a large and growing
number of collectors who take any-
thing in the Masonic line that comes
along. When a collector speaks of
a Masonie cover, he not only refers
to covers with Square and Compass,
Trowel, Doublc Triangle or other
Masonic emblemn cancellations, but
also to those with printed Grand
Lodge or local lodge return cards or
with printed local or Grand Lodge
addresses.

Not so very long ago I had the
good fortune to acquire an early
California item that was alse a
“Masonic.” Such combinations are
unusual. Indeed, I cannot recall ever
having seen such a combination of-
fered in any cover sale. I thought
it would be of interest not only to

collectors who are Masons, but also

to collectors of Masonic and early
California covers. A photograpn
of the item appears with this article.

The romance that surrounds the
discovery of gold in Cualifornia and
the tush of the Argonauts to the
“gold country” is one of the prime
reasons why the early California
items are so much in demand.  Re-
cently, T decided to seck some in
formation about the Ionic Lodge at
Iowa Hill, the addressee on the
ahove cover, and so 1 wrote to the
Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge
at San Francisco for such informa-
tion as his records might disclose.

In duc course I received a letter
from George E. Wilson, Past Grand
Master of California, and the Present
Grand Secretary. He had very
graciously gone into the archives,
and gave me the interesting bit of
history hereafter set out. The
reader will note from the photograph
the initials “U. D.” after the word
Lodge. Any Mason will understand
that those initials stand for the words
“Under Dispensation.” The reader
will note that Towa Hill was in
Placer County, thus named from the
lurge nunber of gold bearing streams



which existed so abundantly in thac
area.

It was in the North Mother Lode
Country and the Argonauts from
nearly every eastern state flocked
there to seek their fortunes in the
gold sands. Frequently, men from
the same states or localities back east
like “birds of a feather,” flocked to-
gether and they gave to their camps
or settlements the names of their
respective home states. There was
in Placer County a Wisconsin Hill,
a Michigan Bluff, an Iowa Hill and
other settlements and camps, now ex-
tinct, with similar “back east” names.

Auburn is the county seat of Placer
County. I obtained the cover from
a part time stamp dealer residing in
Auburn. He turned it up while
browsing around the old mining
camps in his and adjacent counties.
A look at the map will show that
Grass Valley, Dowieville, Rough and
Ready and other places, where many
interesting early California covers
originated, are in Sierra or Nevada
Counties lying just north of Placer
County. All of these camps were
about fifty or sixty miles northeast
of Sacramento.

Among the gold seekers from the
East were many Masons and they
very early got together and after
“lawful information or strict ex-
amination” formed a state Grand
Lodge. Groups of proved Masons
in this or that locality desiring to es-
tablish a local lodge applied to the
Grand Lodge for a charter, but
charters are not granted to local
groups right off the reel. Such
groups are granted by the Grand
Master what is known as a Dispensa-
tion and the local lodge, having
selected a name, thenceforth operates
“Under Dispensation” until a
charter is duly granted. As a Mason,
I was interested in finding out what
I could about this Ionic Lodge
formed by the Argonauts and Grand
Secretary Wilson sent me the fol-

lowing brief history:

“IONIC LODGE No. 121

“Dispensation was issued by Grand
Master N. Greene Curtis, October 19,
1857, to brethren at Iowa Hill, Placer
Cour_lty, who had been members of Wis-
consin Hill Lodge No. 74, which sur-
rendered its charter August 20, 1857, and
of Iow_a Hill Lodge No. 63, then con-
templating a surrender of its charter (it
was surrendered October 20, 1857), the
new Lodge to be known as Ionic Lodge,
at Towa Hill. Charter was granted May
13, 1858 and the lodge was given the
number 121. Among the charter mem-
bers were such well known Masons as
Jacob Hart Niff, who was the first Sec-
retary; John C. Coleman, and Ezra H.
Van Decar, the first Master, who later
was Grand High Priest of Royal Arch
Masons of California. The Lodge started
with twenty-five members, and was at its
peak in 1862 with forty-eight members.
For many years the membership hovered
around thirty, and finally, in October,
1905, Grand Lodge received a resolution
from the Lodge, stating that the mem-
bership had been so reduced that it was
deemed advisable to surrender the
charter; at the next annual communica-
tion, October, 1906, Ionic Lodge was de-
clared extinct.”

It will be observed that the cover
was mailed November 23, 1857 only
a little over a month after Dispensa-
tion was granted. The adhesive
three-cent imperforate stamp is in
the typical deep claret shade of the
March-April 1857 printings. Per-
forating had begun in a limited way
a month or more prior to the printing
and issuance of this stamp. The is-
suance of imperforate three-cent
stamps persisted, in decreasing vol-
ume, until perhaps January, 1858.

A letter from Mable E. DeMond,
Postmistress at Iowa Hill, informed
me that while Iowa Hill in the old
days was guite a large settlement,
at the present time its population is
between eighty-five and one hundred.
She says “there is still some mining
but on a very small secale” The
Post Office is in Mrs. DeMond’s store
where she “sells groceries, mining
supplies and keeps a bar.”



THE BRITISHE PEACE STANPS AGAIN.

One of the very interesting festures of the WESTTRN STANP
COLLECTCR, is a column written by MR.W.DENNIS WAY of London.
In the January 6th issue, a reader from Lincoln, Nebraska,
asks to be put in touch with collectors in 3Inglend who are
interested in ¥asonic Philately. Mr. Way knows of no Free=-
rasons who collect in that menner. Mr. Way then very emph-
atically ridicules the ides that the "Peace"stamps were in
any way Kasonice

The London gentleman has apparently missed the point. We
doubt if anyone connected with the Craft claime=d for these
stamps eny sort of Masonic origin. We do msintain,however,
that emblems shown on these stamps, whether placed there
with that thought in mind or not, are definetly Masonic

in character, and any collection of ¥asonic interest should
include this set.

We are not sufficiently versed inhorticulture to determine
whether the foliage on the stamps ere of the Acacia or the
Clive femily. We do state there can be no question about the
trowel with a setting maul on the handle and the square and
compasses, being of Vasonic significance.

We have always maintained that a Masonic collection should
contein any stemp, of any country, that shows a Masonic
symbol. As long as you know the purpose of that symbol,
whether in the design, csncellation, or even the corner csrd
place it in your collsction. Collect whet you think is
Vasonic and let the other fellow collect what he wents.

We might add for the benefit of ¥r. ¥amy, and others inter-
ested, that there are large groups ir ZInglsnd, hustralia,
and othsr countries, as well as in the U.5.A. that are int-
erested in Masoniec Philately, as witness the several Masonic
stawp clubs in this country,The Masonic Philatelic Society
of Victoria, Australia, and The Philatelic Lodge, F.&A.N.

of Victoria, Australis.
--=5am Brooks
L e o aaaas o b i




