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ADDITIONAL PAGE REGARDING THE FRONT COVER

The stamp showing Major General John Sullivan
and his tiny compasses and curved ruler is USA

No. 657, shown here.
The engraving used for the stamp, as illustrated

on the front cover, is owned by the Sullivan family.
The engraving was featured in the 1859 edition of a
book entitled Life of Washington, by Washington
Irving. Later editions of this book do not show the
engraving. Sullivan is mentioned, but for some rea-
son the engraving was excluded.

Another engraving by Thomas Hart, which is
essentially the same as the family engraving, is in the
Library of Congress. However the little compasses
emblem is not shown in this engraving. If Hart copied
the family engraving, then he either purposely omitted it, or did not see it. The
following illustrates the location of the emblem.

The little emblem would have been made of silver and
similar to that shown here. There would have been some-
thing in the center, probably a sun face (As the sun rules the
day…)

Albeit very tiny and indistinct, the emblem is definitely
there. As we know it is a Masonic emblem, intentionally
worn by Sullivan, then this is likely the first stamp to show
a definite Masonic emblem for a Masonic purpose.
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