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MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF NEW YORK,: INC.
OFFICERS 1973-1974

President ...... e e Louis Bernstein
1st Vice-President ...... ..-... Joseph Levinsohn
2nd Vice-President ......_ ... .. Joseph N, Kane
Secretary-Treasurer ........ .. Charles L. Morris
Chaplain ..._._......_...... Norman Sehlmeyer
Publicity ... ............. ... Joseph Levinsohn

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Class of 74 — )
Robert A. Smith, Joseph N. Kane, Yale J.
Shapiro.

Class of *75 —
Irwin M. Yarry. Emanuel M. Reggel, D, Mal-
colm Fleming.

Class of *76 —
Norman H. Sehimeyer, Stanley A. Salomon,
W. A, Sinder.

COMMITTEES

Cachets
Robert A. Smith, Stanley A. Salomon, Eman-
uel M. Reggel.

Membership .. ...... 4 . Norman H. Sehimeyer

Publication ... Robert A. Smith, Irwin M. Yarry

Finance Norman H. Sehlmeyer, Charles L.
Morris, Joseph Munk,

Ritual Irwin M. Yarry. Norman H. Sehlmeyer,
Robert A. Smith.

Program and Exhibition Stanley A. Salomon
Irwin M. Yarry.

Dinner S Irwin M. Yarry

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York mwas
erganized in 1934 for the purpose of encouraging
reseaich and study in Masconic Philately, and to
establish bonds of good fellowship among Masons
who are stamp collectors. The need for the or-
ganization has proved itself through the years
with its ever-increasing membership and  the
formation of other Masonic stamp clubs in the
United States.

* MEETINGS *
First Friday of Every Month
(Except July and August)

COLLECTORS CLUB BUILDING
22 East 35th St.. N.Y.. N.Y, 10017

Jrom the Editor —

Last May we showed a Masonic Cov-
er which commemorated the 100th
Anniversary of the Masonic Temple in
Philadelphia, Pa. and thanks to our
Brother Ed Walsh in Mass. we now
have additional information regarding
this event of Masonic History. Brother
Walsh researched microfilm of the
Scottish Rite Library which enables us
to show an article that appeared in
Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newpaper of
October 11, 1873. We are deeply grate-
ful to Brother Walsh for these pictures,

HERMAN (PAT) HERST, JR.

Brother Herst was voted into the
APS Hall of Fame at the Chicago APS
Convention and received a gold medal.
He also received a silver medal as an
award for stamp columns in newspa-
pers with circulation over 10,000. Pat
has a column in the Boca Raton, Fla.
News.

Submitted by Stanley A. Salomon

NEW MEMBERS

Morton Siegel
Brooklyn, NY
Mt. Scopus Lodge, No. 1075, NY, NY
Carl F. Linsenbach, Jr.
Plymouth Meeting, Pa,
Thomson Lodge No. 340, Paoli, Pa.
Allard Jean-Claude
France
Union et Audace Lodge No. 595
G.O.D.F.
Kit C. Price
APO San Francisco, CA
Canal Zone Lodge A.F.&A M.
Ancon, Canal Zone
Grattan G. Rinker
Tiffin, OH
Tiffin Lodge No. 77, Tiffin, OH
Walter J. Rosinus, Sr.
Hamden, Conn.
Connecticut Rock Lodge No. 92
New Haven, Conn.
Allen E. Wolf
Waseca, Minn.
Tuscan Lodge No. 77, Waseca, Minn.

DECEASED MEMBERS
CLOSED ALBUMS

Geo. E. Virden, Princeton, IL
David G. Jaeger, Olmsted Falls, OH
Reid M. Graybill, East Petersburg, PA
James Robertson, East St. Louis, IL




Page 3

THE GRAND MASONIC TEMPLE — PHILADELPHIA

Reprinted from Frank Leslies
ILLUSTRATED NEWSFPAPER
Oclober 11, 1873

Top Left—The Egyptian Room West,

Top Right—The Grand Chapler Room West.
Middle Left—The Oriental Room East.
Middle Right—The Ionic Room East.
Bottom Left—The Norman Room East.

DEDICATION OF THE GRAND
MASONIC TEMPLE, PHILADELPHIA

On last Thursday evening, Philadel-
phia contained at least 150,000 strangers
who had been attracted to the city by
the dedication of the Grand Masonic
Temple, which took place on Friday. A
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grand ball was given on Thursday even-
ing at the Academy of Music and Horti-
cultural Hall—the buildings being con-
nected by a bridge—al which it was
estimated that 15,000 people were pres-
ent.

On Friday morning at seven o'clock.
the wvarious Blue lodges assembled at
their respeclive places, and moved into
position on Broad Street. Those in the
procession were dressed in black with
white aprons and gloves. The officers
wore their appropriate jewels.

Sixty cily lodges were in line, and
thirty from the state round about the
city, There were other lodges from New
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York, Boston, Albany, Newark, Trenton,
Camden, Wilmington, Baltimore, Wash-
ington, and Harrisburg; and delegations
from all of the states in the Union, from
Canada, South America, Great Britain,
West Indies, China, Germany, Palestine,
Spain, Italy, and other countries. About
Spain, Italy, an dother countries. About
fifty bands of music were in line.
After the parade, and at high-twelve,
the Temple was dedicated by R.W. Bro.
Samuel C. Perkins, assisted by his Grand
Officer, the ceremony taking place in
the Grand Lodge Room. On Saturday,
the Temple was thrown open for the
inspection of brethren residing more
than twenty miles outside ol the city.
Monday was devoted to the consecra-
tion of the Grand Chapter Room and
to other exclusively Masonic services.
In the evening, a grand banquet was
given by the Royal Arch Masons of
Philadelphia to the Grand Royal Arch
Officers of Pennslyvania and of sister
Grand Chapters in the Grand Banquet
Hall of the new Temple. On Tuesday,
there was a grand parade of the Knights
Templar and a dedication of the Temple
to Templar Masonry. This service in-
cluded the dedicatory ceremonies.
The Interior of the Temple
In the last number of this paper, we
published an exterior view of the
Temple, which gives a correct idea of
its grand architectural beauty, The in-
terior is no less striking in all its details.
The meeting room of the Grand Lodge
is the largest one in it. It is 105 feet
long, 51 feet wide, and 50 feet high.
From an octagonal vestibule at the
western end, the visitor enters through
massive doors, artistically constructed
of walnut, with cedar sinkings and
raised panels made of mottled walnut
imported from France. The work is
highly polished, and these panels pre-
sent the appearance of marble. The
furniture of the hall is of walnut and
cedar, covered with blue plush, and the
seals in rows al the sides of the hall
will accommodate four hundred per-
sons. Magnificent bronze chandeliers
lighted at night, whilst a skylight gives
light by day—an original device of the
architect being availed of to distribute
the rays of the skylight equally through
every part of the spacious room. This
hall is constructed and decorated upon
the Corinthian order, everything being
in keeping. There is the deep and pol-
ished capital and the large cornice. In
this, as in all the apartments, the dec-
orations are intended as studies, each
being a complete representative of the
order selected, in detail and aggregate.

The apartment for the meeting-place
of the Grand Chapter is similar in mag-
nificence to the Grand Lodge Hall, and
a fit companion to it. Though somewhat
smaller, it is still a very large room,
differing from the other only in length.
It is 90 feet long, 50 feet wide, and 50
feet high. The decoration and finish are
the Italian Renaissance. There are in
relief around its walls two stages of col-
umns. The first are Corinthian, with
choice ornamental details. The second
represents a series of columns, with
foliated capitals from which springs the
vaulted ceiling, which may be divided
into threec portions. The center is a
circular skylight, 20 feet in diameter,
whilst east and west of it are two com-
partments, finished with elliptical pan-
els. Red is the prevailing color, as blue
is in the Grand and other Lodge Halls.
A striking feature of this apartment is
the Vails of the Temple.

The Egyptian Hall is 65 feet long, 50
feet wide, and 30 feet high, and is the
only perfect specimen of Egyptian archi-
tecture in America. Twelve elephantine
columns stand on either hand in mass-
ive grandeur, each of which has an
original in Egypt from which it was
copied. The hooded viper, the pyramid,
and other decorations of the Ptolemies
are to be found reproduced here. These
columns, which stand clear of the walls,
divide each side into sections, and these
are enriched with the panel ornaments
found in the Egyptian temples, there
being borders of reeds and rushes, a
fluted frieze, the globe, cobra and wings,
and the surmounting lion and cobra.
Lotus flowers entwined around the
bases of the columns, and appear in the
panels and there are reed decorations
on the cornice, whilst pyramidal fill-
ings complete the panels.

The Ionic Hall is in the southwestern
corner of the temple, and is 75 feet long,
50 feet wide, and 30 feet high. Its dec-
oration is in the purest Grecian Ionic.
There are 24 columns around the room
with the well-known spiral volutes.

In the northeast corner of the build-
ing is the Norman Hall. Its ornamenta-
tion is similar to that of the porch—the
cable, zigzag, nailhead, billet, rosette,
and other Norman features prevail. The
furniture is of walnut and fir.

The fourth of the subordinate lodge
rooms is known as Oriental Hall, and is
throughout a brilliant exemplification
of Moorish architecture period. Ele-
gance, lightness, and splendor, slender-
ly-proporiioned figures, the horseshoe
arch and the chromatic decorations
combine to give the variety of form and



brilliancy of color that make up the
Oriental school.

The Bangquet Hall occupies the greater
portion of the northern side of the first
floor, and is 105 feet long, 50 feet wide,
and 30 feet high. Its architecture is of
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the composite order. It is capable of
seating 500 people. Altogether, the new
Masonic Temple in Philadelphia is the
grandest building of its kind in the
world.

BARON FREDERICK WILLIAM VON STEUBEN

Prussian Militarist in Revolutionary War
By Donald E. Fassler, 32°

When one thinks of Masons who
should be numbered among the “found-
ers of the United States” he needs to
consider the name of a Prussian mili-
tarist among the foremost. He is Baron
Frederick William von Steuben, who
became a Major General in the Conti-
nental Arm’y and was one of General
Washingion’s most trusted and impor-
tant military aides.

Baron von Steuben is justly credited
with taking over the training of a mot-
ley, ill-trained, and poorly organized
group of colonists and would-be soldiers
in the spring of 1778 at Valley Forge
and drilling them into the formidable
army which affected the surrender of
Cornwallis and the British at Yorktown
in 1781. A graduate of the exacting Mil-
itary School of Prussia and a favorite
of Frederick the Great, Baron von Steu-
ben wrote “Regulations for the Order
and Discipline of the Troops of the
United States in 1779”7 and this was a
great help in the development and suc-
cess of the American Army.

A born militarist whose f{orebears
had served German Kkings for several
generations, young von Steuben was
possessed of a burning desire to help
the freedom-loving colonists in Amer-
ica, In 1777, his old friend, the Count
of St. Germain—then serving as the
French Minister of War in Paris—in-
troduced von Steuben to Benjamin
Franklin and both encouraged him to
go to the assistance of the struggling
colonists. Fortified with a letter of in-
troduction from Franklin, von Steuben
arrived at Portsmouth, N.H,, in Octo-
ber, 1777, and offered his services to
Congress as a volunteer.

The Continental Congress accepted,
and he reported to General Washington
at Valley Forge on February 23, 1778,
was designated an Inspector General of
the Continental Army with the rank of
Major General, and began the task of
training the troops. He was a brusque
and demanding leader, often given to

profanity, but most adept in adapting
Prussian military ideas to the needs of
his pupils. Results of his work were
shown in the next campaign, particu-
larly at Monmouth where he rallied the
disordered and retreating troops of
General Charles Lee. He was a member
of the court martial which tried Maj.
John Andre in 1780 and after Gen.
Horatio Gates’ defeat at Camden, von
Steueben was placed in command of
the district of Virginia with instructions
to “collect, organize, discipline, and ex-
pedite the recruits for the Southern
Army-”

In April, 1781, he was superseded in
command of Virginia by General La-
fayette. Maj. Gen. von Steuben com-
manded an important sector in the
campaign at Yorktown. He received the
first offer of capitulation from Lord
Cornwallis. Il - . William R. Denslow,
33°, a noted Masonic historian, termed
him a trusted advisor of Washington
and wrote: “It is doubtful if the Ameri-
can cause would have succeeded with-
out the aid of Steuben in organizing
and fraining. He was honorably dis-
charged in 1784, became a naturalized
American citizen, and made his home
near Utica, N.Y,, on bounty lands that
he had received for his war services. It
is reported that Virginia, Pennsylvania,
and New Jerscy also gave him grants of
land for his services. Congress passed a
vote of thanks, gave him a gold-hilted
sword in 1784, and later gave him a
pension of $2,400 per year. This small
pension was granted to him in lieu of
his personal lortune of “hard money”—
that the British had counterfeited to
upset the value of Continental specie—
because Congress had nothing to pay
for their services but paper money. (We
Americans used the same device in
World War IT to lower the value of the
Japanese invasion monies in the Philip-
pines.) This pension came about at the
insistence of President Washington and
Secretary of Treasury Hamilton.
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Frederick William Augustus Henry
Ferdinand von Steuben was born No-
vember 15, 1730, at Magdeburg, Ger-
many, the son of a Prussian army offi-
cer. He was educated in Jesuit schools
at Neisse and Breslau, distinguishing
himself as a mathematician. At the age
of 14 young Frederick served under his
father in the War of 1744. He entered
the army officially at age 17, and served
in the Seven Years’ War. In 1762, he
was made aide to Frederick the Great
and after the close of the war resigned
from the army. He served as Grand
Marshal at the court of the Prince of
Hohenzollern-Hechingen for 10 years
and then accepted a similar position at
the court of the Margrave of Baden.
His services were also sought by the
King of Sardinia as well as by the Em-
peror of Austria.

One historian, E. A. Sherman, says
von Steuebn received the degrees of
Masonry in the Military Lodge of the
Blazing Star in Berlin. Ill.-. Brother
Denslow reports him “a member of
Trinity Lodge No. 10 (now 12) of New
York City and an honorary member of
Holland Lodge No. 8, New York City.
On St. John’s Day in 1788, he dined
wilh Holland Lodge and addressed the
‘Veterans of the Royal Art’ in French.
In the minutes of February 6, 1789,
‘Bro. Past Master von Steuben’ was ap-
pointed a member of the committee to
inform Washington of his election as an
honorary member of the Lodge.”

Milwaukee, Wise, claims the only
equestrian statue erected to von Steu-
ben's memory. Bronze plates on oppo-
site sides of the base contain copies of
Steuben’s “Letter to Congress from
Portsmouth, N.H., October 6th, 1777,
and of Washington's “Letter to Steuben
at the Close of the War in 1783.” The
Baron's letter reads:

Honorable Gentlemen:

The Honor of serving a Mation engaged in the
noble enterprise of defending its rights and liberties
was the motive that brought me to this continent.
| ask neither riches or titles. 1 am here from the
remotest end of Germany at my own expense and
have given up an honorable and lucrative rank. |
have made no condition with your deputies in France
nor shall | make any with you. My only ambition is
to serve you as a volunteer, to deserve the confi-
dence of your General and Chief and to follow him
in all his operations as | have done during seven
campaigns with the King of Prussia. Two and twenty
years spent in such a school seems to give me the
right of thinking myself among the number of ex-
perienced officers, and if | am possessed of the re-
quirements in the art of war they will be much
more prized by me if | can employ them in the
service of a Republic such as | hope soon to see in
America.

| should willingly purchase at the expense of my

An equesirian statue erected to von
Steuben’s memory stands in Mil-
waukee.

blood the honor of having my name enrolled among
those of the defenders of your liberty. Your gracious
acceptance will he sufficient for me and | ask mo
other favor than to be received among your officers.
1 venture to hope that you will grant this request
and that you will be so good to send me your orders
to Boston where | shall await them and take suit-
able measures in accordance,
| have the honor to be, with respect, honorabie
gentlemen, your most obedient and very humble
servant.
Frederick William von Steuban

Washington’s letter:

Annapolis, Dec. 23, 1783
My Dear Baron:

Although | have taken frequent opportunities, both
public and in private in acknowledging your great
zeal, attention and abilities in performing the duties
of your office, yet | wish to make use of this last
moment of my public life to signify in the strongest
terms my entire appreciation of your conduct and
to express my sense of obligations the public is
under to you for your faithful and meritorious sery-
ices.

| beg you will be convinced, my dear sir, that |
would rejoice if it could ever be in my power to
serve you more essentially, than by expressions or
regard and affection. But in the meantime, 1 am
persuaded you will not be displeased with this fare-



well token of my sincere friendship and esteem for

you.

This will be the last letter | shall write while |
continue in the service of my country. The hour of
my resignation is fixed at twelve today. After which
| shall become a private citizen on the banks of the
Potomac. Where | shall be glad to embrace you and
testify the great esteem and consideration with
which | am, my dear Baron, sincerely yours,

George Washington

- General and Baron von Steuben died
November 25, 1797, at his home in the
State of New York, near Utica. One
historian reports: “He directed he be
wrapped in his military cloak, with the
Star of Honor, which he always wore,
placed on his breast when he died, and
to be buried in the forest near his home

in a plain box without a stone to mark.

his grave.” However, there has been
erected a mammeouth shaft-of Vermont
granite, bordered by four hand-carved
stone howitzers, in the midst of the “sa
tred woods” that marks the resting
place of this great and generous Ma-
son—who served America in its darkest
days far beyond thecall of duty.

Americans have not forgotten von
Steuben, as is evidenced by the several
towns, cou.ntles and cities that bear his
name as well as hundreds of schools
and other public buildings and parks.
On the 200th anniversary of his birth in
1930, the United States Postal Depart-
ment issued a commemorative 3-cent
postage stamp bearing a profile engrav-
ing of Brother von Steuben.

OUR LOYAL BROTHER

The death of Gustav VI Adolf of
Sweden represented a big loss, not only
for Swedish Masonry but for Brethren
all over the World. Very few of us
reach the Masonic Age of 71. He was
initiated as a Young Prince on Novem-
ber 11, 1902, and he fulfilled to the best
of his abi]ity this great obligation for
many years. He did not miss any work,
and specifically he had the will and
energy to work for Humanitarian goals
within his Lodge and in the outside
world.

To become Grandmaster after his fa-
ther he had to wait 51 years. It is usual
in Sweden that the King is M.*. W. -
Grandmaster ad vitam, therefore he be-
came King and Grandmaster at the
same time at the age of 68. He was a
lover of science and a philosopher, and
the degree of Doctor Honoris Causa
was bestowed upon him over 15 times.
After he became King he continued
to work for Freemasonry. It was for
him more important to be a human
being and have the understanding of a
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human being. He acted with tolerance
and understanding in all his problems,
simply wanting to be a man among
men, a brother among brothers and
very seldom and only at special occa-
sions did he wear his uniform.

He was very economy minded and
hated to be a large spender for himself
or the State, but he had a great heart
and gave a lot for social purposes where
help was necessary and need existed.
His representation of his country both
at home and abroad brought him great
respect and admiration. Like many
Kings of Scandinavia he refused escort
when he left the castle for town. He
never forgot that his ancestors were
simple people and raised his own fami-
ly the same way. In the telephone book
of Stockholm his name is under “K”
next to Kooperatives. He entered a
small book store one day and the own-
er called from the back “Who is there?”
“Only I” he replied, but the fact that
he bought books very often told the
owner who he was.

He lived by his own principles, name-
ly to be warmhearted and gentle, and
this is the reason why Sweden mourns
a great King and citizen and the Craft
mourns a dedicated brother.

R.-. W.-. Walter C. Marshall

EUGENE BOREL

Brother Borel was born June 17, 1835
in Neuenburg, Switzerland and died
June 14, 1892 in Bern. He was a politi-
cian and advocate and in 1857 became
a member of the municipal council of
Neuenberg. In 1865 he became a mem-
ber of the estates council and later in
1869 President of this board. His public
service continued as he became a mem-
ber of the federal council and chief of
the railway and postal department in
1872, 1875 Borel left the government
to take over the direction of the newly
established World Postal Union.

He received his initiation on Febru-
ary 7, 1883 in Lodge “Zur Hoffnung”
No. 7 Bern, passed April 2, 1884 and
raised June 25 1884,

Philatelic reference: Switzerland is-
sue of March 28, 1974,

Lud\mg Appledorn

RICHARD BEDFOBD BENNETT

Viscount Bennett was made a Mason
in Miramichi Lodge #18 at Chatham,
N.B. and later affiliated with Ashlar
Lodge #28, Calgary, Alberta, Canada
on April 14, 0.

Bennett was Prime Minister of Can-
?cgigsfmm August 7, 1930 to October 23,
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WINSTON SPENCER CHURCHILL
Opening of Centenary Exhibition

For London, summer scene 1974 is enhanced by the opening of the Churchill Cen-
tenary Exhibition on May 10, Somerset House, Strand. This exhibit relates both
to Winston Churchill and his ancestors, and includes pictures, manuscripts, and
other personal possessions. The proceeds are earmarked for two national memorials
to Churchill.

The exclusive illustration featured on this cachet will be repeated in several
future cachets designed to help mark the 100th anniversary year of the birth of
Winston Churchill. The artist, John E. Parker, Chevy Chase, Washington, D.C.,
worked in part from the nine-foot statue located on the gardenside of the British
Embassy in Washington, D.C. It was dedicated April 9, 1966, and is one of the most
popular tourist attractions for the Capital city. The sculptor, William McVey,
Cleveland, Ohio, was commissioned by the English Speaking Union, and was
privately funded. The project was so shaped as to complement London’s Roosevelt
statue with a mutual sense of gratitude for remarkable wartime leadership.
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In International Churchill Society is dedicated to keeping alive for posterity
the memory of the Rt. Hon. Sir Winston Spencer Churchill. It brings together
students of his life, collectors of postage stamps and postal history honoring him,
picturing events with which he was connected, of artifacts of all kinds. For infor-
mation about the Society bulletin, write:

In the Americas In Ausiralia In the United Kingdom
Mr. Dalton Newfield Mr. C. A. Lebsanft Mr. F. B. Hambrook
4629 Sunset Drive P. O. Box 12 91 Park Road
Sacramento, CA 95822 Goombungee Farnborough, Hants
U.S.A. Queensland GU14 6LJ
AUSTRALIA 4354 ENGLAND

HISTORICALLY COMMEMORATIVE COVERS

48 TFeb. 22—FEd, Kentucky. Red, black, purple cancellations. All mail. Two
distinet types. One is a semi-profile of Washington. Other is a square
with full profile of Washington, under which is FEB 22. Sponsored by

Postmaster .50
49 Feb. 22— Henton, Illinois. Magenta, purple. Cancellation. Shows a semi-
profile of Wash:mgton to right. Sponsored by Postmaster ___ .50

50a Mar. 1—Utica, N.Y. Red. Approx. 1,100. Circular—commemorates '100th
Anniv. Clty of Utica, N. Y. On site of Old Fort Schuyler, which is pie-

tured in center. Utica Stamp Club and Chamber of Commerce ... .40
51 Mar. 13—Warszawa, (Poland). First day Poland’s Kosciuszko, Pulaskl
Washinton Commemorative Stamp . 1.00

52  April 6—Washington, D. C. Square cachet—six lines letter:lng for Grand
Review—DMilitary Forces Army Day, sponsored by United States Bi-
centennial Commission and Military Order of the World War. Further
details unobtainable _ . —

53 April 8—Fredericksburg, Va. Green. Approx. 22,000, Square-—center pic-
tures The Home of Washington’s only Sister. Commemorates visit to
Kenmore. Sponsored by Chamber of Commerce .10

54 April 14—Petersburg, Va. Blue, 210. Semi-profile of Washington with
solid blue background. Celebrates Washington's Visit to Petersburg,

Va., April 14, 1779. Sponsored by Petersburg Stamp Club T o !

55 April 14—Norfolk Va. Red and blue sticker, with profile of W'ashmgtcn
in center. Reads 250th Anniv. Norfolk, Va. Homecoming year. The
celebration for this event was August 16th. These covers mean nothing —

56  April 21—Trenton, N. J. Green. 14,479, Oval—center pictures semi-profile
of Washington, 1789 to left, 1932 to right. Lettering and stars in bor-
der. Chamber of Commerce _ .10

57d April 23—New York, N.Y. Printed blue, red bicolor. 900 sold. Com-
memorates Washington's return to New York. Sold by Harry loor. 12
envelopes for 30¢ . 40




