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MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF NEW YORK, INC.
OFFICERS 1973-1974

President . SRt i Louis Bernstein
1st Vice Presldent 5 . Joseph Levinsohn
2nd Vice-President ... ... b Joseph N, Kane
Secretary-Treasurer ..... Cha.r!es L. Morris
Chaplaiin ooy dews g, : Nurman Sehimeyer
Publicity ..................... Joseph Levinsohn
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Class of 74 —
Robert A. Smith, Joseph N. Eane, Yale J.
Shapiro.
Class of "75 —

Irwin M. Yarry, Emanuel M. Reggel, D. Mal-
colm Fleming.

Class_of 76 —
Norman H. Sehlmeyer, Stanley A. Salomon,
W. A. Sinder.

COMMITTEES

Cachets
Robert A. Smith, Stanley A. Salomon. Eman-
uel M. Reggel.
Membership .. ......_ .. Norman H. Sehimeyer
Fublication .. Robert A. Smith, Irwin M. Yarry
Finance Norman H, Sehlmeyer, Charles L.
Morris, Joseph Munk.
Ritual Irwin M. Yarry, Norman H. Sehlmeyer,

Robert A. Smith.
Program and Exhibition ... Stanley A. Salomon

Irwin M. Yarry.
Dinner e e Irwin M. Yarry
The Masonic Stamp Club of New York was
organized in 1934 for the purpose of encouraging
research and study in Masonic Philately, and to
establish bonds of good fellowship among Masons
who are stamp collectors. The need for the or-
ganization has proved itself throwgh the years
with its ever-increasing membership and the
formation of other Masonic stamp clubs in the
United States.

* MEETINGS *
First Friday of Every Month
(Except July and Augusti)

COLLECTORS CLUB BUILDING
22 East 35ih Si., N.Y., N.Y. 10017

ANNUAL DINNER

The annual dinner will be held on
May 2, 1975, at the German Masonic
Temple, 220 East 15th Street, New York.
This year we will honor Brother Stan-
ley Salomon, past president of the
MSCNY, and a very ardent worker for
the club. It will be a gala event so
please make sure that you make your
reservations as soon as possible. Re-
member, ladies are invited and the cost
is only $10.00 per person, which will
include a cocktail hour and dinner,
along with a distinguished philatelic
speaker, Please support this dinner.

Send reservations to: Robert A, Smith,
P.O. Box 142, Bowling Green Station,
New York, N.Y, 10004.

ON THE COVER

Any information concerning the
Georgia Bicentennial cover which is
shown on page 1 would be appreciated
by the editor. This cover was canceled
on November 3, 1933 at Chester, Pa. A
printed address appears on the back of
the cover: “Omar R. Watls, Chester, Pa.,
U.S.A.”, The cachet shows a picture of
“Noble Jones” with the following word-
ing:

FIRST DOCTOR, MEDICINE, THE,
FIRST COL., GEORGIA MILITIA

NOBLE. JONES
FIRST MASON
DIED NOV. 3, 1775
-——Robert A. Smith

FROM THE EDITOR

My sincere appreciation to Brothers
Ed Walsh, Bill Brockman, and Wessel
M. Lans for their articles which appear
in this issue. I am always happy to re-
ceive these articles and I am sure that
i% is well appreciated by the member-
ship.

For A Price List
of Availabls

MASONIC COVERS
PAST AND PRESENT

Write to

MASONIC CACHETS
451 WEST 46th STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036




MASONIC CACHETS

FIRST DAY COVER
FORT SUMTER
APRIL 12, 1961
ROHBERT ANDERSON Hera of Fort
Sumter. Major in charge of Union lorces

Raised In Mercer Lodce No. 50, Trenton
N. 1. Also henorary

member of Pacific

Lodge No. 283 of News York City. Senior
Warden of Mercer Lodge in 1859, Received
his Knight Templar degrees in Columbian
Commandery No. 1 of New York City

Hrigadicr General P, G. Beauregard of the
Confederate forces also a Masen.

& 4

MASONIC CACHETS

FIRST DAY COVER

Kansas Statehood

May 18, 1981

CHARLES ROBINSON — First Governor
of Kansas. Member of Free State party.
Member of Lawrence Lodge No. 6, being
raised July 21, 1859, Dimitied April 13, 1880.

The cornersione of the State Capitol was
lnid with Masonic ceremonies at Topeka on
October 17, 1866, by the Grand Master
of Kansas,

Kansas Lodge U. D. (now Wyndotte No. 3
of Kansas City) held its first meeling
August 11, 1854,

% 1861-1961 %

The following is a checklist of Belt-
mann Masonic covers. These first day
covers were produced from 1961 o 1966
by Clarence W. Beltmann. Brother Belt-
mann was very active in the field of
Masonic philately and wrote many
articles on the subject. His most import-
ant work was thal of writing ithe Topi-
cal Handbook No. 29 which was pub-
lished by the American Topical Asso-
rl:;%tbion, “Masonic Stamps of the World”,

1861 - 1961

- BELTMANKN =

BELTMANN MASONIC
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COVERS

MASONIC STAMP UNIT
3510 NO. 91ST STREET
MILWAUKEE 22, WisC

"FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

e

} KANSAS :’

miDwAY

TRy

MASONIC STAMP UNIT
3510 NO. 91ST STREET
MILWAUKEE 22, WIS.

Clarence Beltmann was initiated in
Gearfield Lodge No. 309 in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin in 1942 and received his Fel-
loweraft and Master Mason degrees in
Riverside, California through courtesy
of a local lodge, while stationed in Riv-
erside at the Arlington Reception Cen-
ter during World War II

He received his 32° in Wisconsin
Consistory A.A.S.R. of Milwaukee, Wis-
consin. In 1951 he received the Master
of Philately Degree in the Temple
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Stamp Club of Milwaukee,

Other philatelic interests of Brother
Beltmann were first day covers, sports
collection, and early covers and post-

cards.

No. Date Name of Stamp Sc. ¥
1. April 12, 1961 Fort Sumter 1178
2. May 10, 1961 Kansas Statehood 1183
3. July 11, 1961 George W. Norris 1184
4. Nov. 6, 1961 Basketball 1189
3. Nov, 17. 1961 Pershing 1042a
6. Jan. 6, 1962 New Mexico Statehood 1191
7. Feb. 14, 1962 Arizona Statehood 1192
8. April 7, 1962 Shiloh 1179
9. April 30, 1962 Louisiana 1197

10. May 20, 1962 The Homestead Act 11938

11. Sept. 16, 1962 Sam Rayburn 1202

12, Jan. 9, 1963 American Flag 1208

13. March 22,1963 Andrew Jackson 1209

14. July 1, 1863 Gettysburs 1180

15, Jan. 10, 1964 Sam Houston 1242

16. May 4, 1964 The Wilderness 1131

17. July 22, 1964 Nevada Statehood 1248

18. Sept. 11, 1964 Mayo 1251

19. Oect. 13, 1964 Music 1252

20, Jan. 8. 1963

21, April 9, 1965
22, May 13, 1965
23. .Jan. 29. 1966

Baitle of New Orleans 1261
Appomattox 1182
¢ hurchill 1264
Franklin D. Roosevelt 1284
—Robert A. Smith

PRINCE OF WALES (1875)

Copied from supplement, Marper’s Weekly

Qur double-page portrait of the Prince
of Wales derives additional interest
from the facl that it presents him in the
character of Grand Master of the Unifed
Grand Lodge ol Masons of England, in
which office he was installed, with the
usual ceremonics, on the 28th of April.

He was elected on the retirement of
the Marquis ol Ripon, and his installa-
tion is regarded by the Masonic Frater-
nity in England as one of the most
promineni in ils history, as he is ihe
first heir-apparent to the English throne
who has held the office of Grand Masler
of the United Grand Lodge of England.

George, Prince of Wales, who was
Grand Master in 1790, only presided

over a portion of the Masonic Fraternity,
as at that time the body was divided
by an unfortunate schism of long dura-
tion, under the titles of the “Ancients”
and “Moderns”. The union of the two
bodes was affected under the Grand
Mastership of the Duke of Sussex, one
of the sons of George III, who had no
prospect of succeeding to the throne. He
became the first Grand Master of the
United Grand Lodge, since then no
royal prince has held the office.

The ceremony of the installation took
place in the Royal Albert Hall, which is
capable of accommodating nearly ten
thousand people. An immense concourse
of Masons were present, representing
all the English and many of the pro-
vincial lodges, and great enthusiasm
was manifested. These representatives
were attired in full Masonic dress, and
some of the decorations worn by the
officers of the grades were magnificent
in their designs and the jewels with
which they were decorated.

THE INDEPENDENCE OF
LATIN AMERICA
By Wessel M. Lans, The Netherlands

In 1970 a fascinating, richly illustrat-
ed book was published in Bogota, Col-
ombia. It is tilled “La Masoneria en la
Independencia de America”; iwo wvol-
umes ol 200 pages each. In this magnifi-
cent work the author, the physician and
historian Américo Carnicelli, gives us
an imposing view of the part Freema-
sons played in the wars of independence
ol a number of Latin American repub-
lies, particularly in Venezuela and Col-
ombia, in those days united in Great
Colombia.

I{ is not the intention of this paper to
go deeply into the hsroic struggle of
“El Libertador”, Simon Bolivaer, to real-
ize his ideal: the [oundation of the
United Stales of Latin America. I shall
confine myself to the enumeration of a
number of persons mentioned in the
book, who are of interest to us and who
may help us to fill a number of inter-
csting pages in our collection “Masons
on Slamps”.

José Maria del Castillo y Rada. 1776-
1835. Stamp: Colombia-Bolivar 1904,
Scott 89. Fighler for the liberty in
Colombia. Member of Congress; Vice
President of the Republiec of Colom-
bia; Minister of Finance and of For-
eign Affairs. Castillo ¥ Rada was a
member of the Lodge “Las Tres Vir-
tudes Teologales” in Cartagena. In
1820 he joined the Lodge *“Libertad
de Colombia” No. 1, founded in the



same year in Bogota, which Lodge in
1821 changed its name into “Frater-
nidad Bogotana” No. 1. He was its
W.M. from 1823-1825. In 1825 he re-
ceived the 33rd degree from the “Su-
premo Consejo de la Republica de
Colombia”, seated in Caracas.

José Maria Cordoba. 1799-1829. Stamp:
Colombia 1917. He was made a col-
onel by Bolivar on the battlefield of
Boyaca in 1819 and promoted a gen-
eral after the battle of Teneriffe in
1820. He fought in the battle of Aya-
cucho. When he came into a clash
with Bolivar, he was killed by the
troops marching against him under the
command of O'Leary. Cordoba was
initiated Oectober 1, 1821 in the Lodge
“Beneficencia” in Cartagena.

Rufino Cuervo y Barreto. 1801-1853.

Stamp: Colombia 1917, Lawyer and
politician in Colombia. In 1824 he be-
came a member of the Town Council
of Bogota. Afterwards he was Judge
Advocate by the Supreme Court, Rec-
tor of the National University, Gov-
ernor of the province of Bogota and
Vice President of Colombia. In 1822
Cuervo was initiated in the Lodge
“Fraternidad Bogotana” No. 1 in Bo-
gota.

José Fernandez de Madrid. 1789-1830.

Stamp: Colombia- Antioquia 1903.
Scott 156 Colombian fighter for the
liberty. Signer of the Declaration of
Independence in Cartagena, Novem-
ber 11, 1811. Representative for the
State of Cartagena to the New Gra-
nada Congress. In 1816 President of
New Granada in Bogota. Later Am-
bassador in Paris and London. Fer-
nandez de Madrid was a member of
the Lodge “Las Virtudes Teologales”,
founded in 1808 in Cartagena.

José Maria Garcia de Toledo. 1769-1816.

Stamp: Colombia-Bolivar 1903, Scott
68/69 Freedom fighter and politician
in Colombia. Signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence in Cartagena.
Afterwards he was Mayor of Carta-
gena, Governor of the State of Carta-
gena. He was taken prisoner in 1816
by the Spanish general, Pablo Mor-
illo, and shot. Garcia de Toledo was a
member of the Lodge “Las Virtudes
Teologales” in Cartagena.

José Manuel HRespeio y Velez. 1781-
1863. Stamp: Colombia-Antioquia
1903; Scott 155 Colombian fighter for
freedom and politician. Governor of
Antioquia. Representative to the Col-
ombian Conslitutional Congress in
Cucuta, May 6, 1821. 1821-1830 Min-
ister of Interior of the Republic of
Colombia. Restrepo y Velez was ini-
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tiated in 1820 in the Lodge “Libertad
de Colombia”, No. 1.

Manuel Rodriguez Torices. 1788-1816.
Stamp: Colombia. Bolivar 1903, Scott
67. Fighter for Independence. Signer
of the Declaration of Independence in
Cartagena on November 11, 1811.
Representative to the Constitutional
Convention of the State of Cartagena,
installed January 21, 1812, President
of the State of Cartagena. In 1815
President of the Federation of the
United Provinces of New Granada.
Was shot by order of General Pablo
Morillo. Rodriquez Torices was mem-
ber and secretary of the Lodge “Las
Tres Virtudes Teologales” in Carta-
gena.

Francisco de Paula Santander. 1792-1840.
Stamp: many stamps. From 1832-1837
President of the Republic New Gra-
nada. He was the most important co-
worker of Simon Bolivar. Held sev-
eral high offices. In 1828 he rebelled
against Bolivar. He was sentenced to
death but reprieved. Lived in exile in
the U.S. After Bolivar’s death was
President of New Granada. In 1820
Santander founded the first Bogotan
Lodge, called “Libertad de Colombia”,
November 6, 1821 this Lodge changed
its name to “Fraternidad Bogotana”
No. 1. Santander was W.M. of this
lodge. He was Sovereign Grand In-
spector 33rd degree A.AS.R.

Manuel Morillo Toro, 1816-1880. Stamp:
Colombia 1944. Colombian statesman.
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Fi-
nance. President of Colombia from
1864-1866 and 1872-1874. Murillo Toro
was iniliated February 14, 1850 in the
Lodge “Estrella del Tuquendama”
No. 11 in Bogota. In 1852 he was Ju-
nior Warden of this lodge. Later he
was a member of the Lodge “Filan-
tropia Bogotana” No. 16, founded in
1858 in Bogota.

Manuel Ancizar y Basterra. 1812-1882.
Stamp: Colombia 1953. Politician in
Colombia. Minister of Foreign Affairs.
Professor of International Law of the
University of Bogota. Lector of this
university. Basterra was initiated in
a Lodge in Habana (Cuba). On Janu-
ary 12, 1849 he founded the Lodge
“Estrella del Tequendama” No. 11 in
Bogota and was W.M. of this lodge.
June 4, 1864 he was one of the found-
ers of the “Supremo Consejo de la
Republica de Colombia”, having its
seat in Bogota. He was Sovereign
Grand Commander from 1872-1882.

Philippus Ludovicus Brion. 1782-1821.
Stamp: Curacao 1934 and 1971. Fight-
er for freedom in Venezuela and Col-
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ombia. Born in Curacao he received
his education in The Netherlands. In
1816 he was Commander-in-Chief and
admiral of the Republic of New Gra-
nada. In 1882 his mortal remains were
placed in the “Pantheon National” in
Curacas. Brion was initiated in the
Lodge “De Vergenoeging” (Satisfac-
tion) in Curacao.

Pedro Gual. 1784-1862. Stamp: Vene-
zuela 1964. Patriot and politician in
Venezuela and Colombia. Secrctary to
Francisco de Miranda; Governor of
Cartagena City; Minister of Foreign
Affairs ol Colombia; {rom 1859-1861
Vice President of Venezuela. It is un-
known in which lodge Gual was
initiated, but in 1821 he was a mem-
ber of the Lodge “Liberiad de Col-
ombia” No. 1 and later of the Lodge
“Fraternidad Bogotana” No. 1. In 1824
he received the 33rd degree of the
“Supremo Consejo de Colombia™ seat-
ed in Caracas. From 1859-1860 Gual
was Sovereign Grand Commander of
Venezuela.

Manuel Manrique, 1795-1823. Stamp:
Venezuela 1973. Fighter for the lib-
erty of Venezuela. Initiated in 1820 in
the Lodge “Libertad de Colombia”
No. 1. Later he was a member of the
Lodge “De Los Hermanos Regenera-
dores” in Maracaibo,

Mariano Montilla, 1782-1851. Stam p:
Venezuela 1973. Venezuelan freedom
fighter, He took part in the Revolu-
tionary Movement in Caracas that led
to the Declaration of Independence
of April 19, 1810. He also fought in
Colombia. He was Governor of Carta-
gena [rom 1822-1825. Montilla was
a member of the Lodge “Beneficencia
de Cartagena”, and received the 18th
degree.

Santos Michelena. 1797-1848. Stamp:
Venezuela 1949; Colombia 1957, Scott
676/677; Ecuador 1957, Scott 615-617.
Patriot and politician in Venezuela,
Member of Congress. He was signer
for Venczuela to the Postal Treatly
with Colombia and Ecuador in Bogola
o1 November 25, 1838. Santos Mich-
elena was a member of the Lodge
“La TUnion” in Carzcas. In 1824 he
received the 33rd degree of the “Su-
premo Conscjo Grado 33 de Colom-
bia” seated in Caracas. From 1845-
1846 he was Soverzign Grand Com-
mander of the “Supremo Consejo de
Venezuela”,

José Anionio Paez. 1790-1873. Stamp:
Venezuela 1973. Pacz took an import-
ant parl in the liberation of his coun-
try as among other things Command-
er-in-Chief of Venezuelan military

forces. He was three times President
of Venezuela. In 1873 he died in exile
in New York. In 1873 he was placed
in the “Pantheon Nacional” in Cara-
cas. Paez was initiated in a Vene-
zuelan Lodge. He was a member of
the Rose Croix Chapters “Concordia”
in Valencia and “Independencia” in
Puerto Cabello, both in Venezuela.
In 1824 he received the 33rd degree
of the “Supremo Consejo de Colom-
bia”, seated in Caracas. On May 4,
1840 the independent “Supremo Con-
sejo de la Republica Venezuela” was
founded. Bro. Paez became its first
Sovereign Grand Commander (1840-
1842), In 1832 he was made a Member
of Honour of the “Supreme Council
of New York”.

Diego Bautista Urbaneja. 1785 -1855.

Stamp: Venezuela 1940. Stalesman in
Venezuela. Frecdom fighter from
April 19, 1810, the day of the Declara-
tion of Independence of Venezuela.
Minister of the Interior and of Justice
of Great Colombia. Later he was suc-
cessively Minister of the Interior and
of Justice and Vice President of the
Republic of Venezuela. Initiated in a
Venezuelan Lodge. April 21, 1824 the
33rd degree was conferred on him by
the reprecsentative of the “Supreme
Council of New York”, Joseph Cer-
neau. The same day he founded the
“Supremo Consejo del Grado 33 de la
Republica de Colombia” with seat in
Caracas. Urbaneja was ils first Grand
Commander (1824-1840). The same
day also lhe “Gran Oriente Na-
cional Colombiano” was founded in
Caracas with Urbancjo as Grand Mas-
ter (1824-1828). In 1838 he became
Grand Master of the independent
Grand Lodge of Venezuela and in
1840 Lieutenant Grand Commander of
the Supreme Council of Venezucla.

Rafael Urdaneta. 1789-1845. Stamp: 1946.

Patriot in Venczuela. Held several
high offices. Initiated in a lodge in
Venezuela. He joined the Lodsge
“Fraternidad Bogotana” No. 1 in 1822.
In 1824 he was a member of the Lodge
“De Los Hermanos Regeneradores”
in Maracaibo, founded in 1823. W.M.
of this lodge. In 1824 he received the
33rd degree of the “Supremo Conscjo
de Colombia”.

José Vallarino Jimenez, 1792 - 1864.

Stamp: Panama-Rep. 1921. Fighter {or
the liberty and politician in Panama
and Colombia. Signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence of Panama on
November 28, 1821, In 1823 he settled
down in Colombia. It is not known in
which lodge Vallarino was initiated.



In 1820 he was a member of the Lodge
“Lia Major Union” in Panama. In 1821
he was Junior Warden of this lodge
and had the 18th degree (S.P.R.C.).
In 1825 he had the 32nd degree and
was Orator of the Rose Croix Chapter
“Los Amigos de Colombia” in Bogota.

N.Y. MASONIC TEMPLE (1873)

(Photographed by Fredricka)

The Masonic Temple
Exterior View

The imposing ceremonies of the dedi-
cation of the new Masonic Temple at
Sixth Avenue and Twenty-third Street,
on the 2nd of June, mark the consumma-
tion of a grand project set on foot more
than thirty years ago. That project was,
primarily, the foundation of a fund
which would be devoted to the endow-
ment of an asylum where everyone hav-
ing a legitimate claim on the benevo-
lence of the Masonic fraternity might be
cared for in the most ample manner.
This plan was soon extended so as to
include the erection of a hall or temple
in this city for the Grand Lodge and
other Masonic bodies, the revenue to be
devoted entirely to the support of the
proposed asylum.

In 1843 the Grand Lodge, at its an-
nual session, adopted a definite plan of
operations. The project at once enlisted
the active sympathy of the Masonic
fralernity throughout the siate, The
first subscription, amounting to $300.00,
was rapidly increased by donations and
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The Chapier Room

judicious investments in New York real
estate, and in 1866 the fund amounted
to over $117,000. It was then decided to
purchase land, and after realizing from
their investments, the trustees pur-
chased the church property on the cor-
ner of Grand and Crosby Stireets for
$120,000, the whole of which, with the
legal expenses, was paid within a year.
A Masonic fair held there in 1867 netted
over $50,000. In 1869 the Grand Street
property was sold, at the net profit of
nearly $50,000 on the original invest-
ment. Subscriptions continued to come
in, and in May 1870, the fund amounted
to more than $380,000. The annual re-
port in 1872 showed nearly $700,000 on
hand, including the land purchased in
1869 on the northeast corner of Sixth
Avenue and Twenty-third Streel, paid
for in full and held free of encumbrance.
In 1873 the summary of the report
showed $837,338.01 of assets against
$301,000 of liabilities, $200,000 of which
were in the shape of Masonic Hall
bonds. The report of 1874 showed $932,-
757.04 of assets, against $352,710 of lia-
bilities.

The Grand Lodge, at its annual meet-
ing in June 1869, directed the work of
construction to be commenced immedi-
ately; and the Building Committee in-
vited the submission of plans from lead-
ing architects. Those of Mr. Napoleon
Le Brun were accepted, and he was in-
structed to prepare the necessary work-
ing plans and specifications, and to pro-
ceed with the work of construction
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M.W. Ellwoed E. Thorne
Grand Master

with all possible dispatch. The corner-
stone was laid, with imposing cere-
monies, on the 8th of June, 1870, in the
presence of an immense concourse of
craft. Under the supervision of Mr. Le
Brun the work was pressed forward
with energy, and in June, 1873, was
ready, though still in an unfinished
state, for the meeting of the Grand
Lodge. Its completion and dedication
this year afforded an opportunity for
the grandest public display ever made
by the Masons of America. Thousands
of the [ralernity, many from remote
parts of the couniry, and honored guests
from foreign lands, gathered to take
part in the memorable event.

Our space will allow of a brief de-
scription only of this magnificent strue-
ture. It is a fine specimen of the French
Renaissance, with a front of 141 nu-
meral feet on Twenty-third Sireet, and
of 91 leet, 9 inches on Sixth Avenue. Of
its five stories the first is in the massive
and simple Tuscan style, and the other
stories increase in lightness and richness
through the Ionic, Corinthian, and Com-
posite orders successively, until the
Mansard or [ifth story is reached.

The main front comprises a central
columniated pavilion 50 leet wide, in
which the granite work extending
through the Mansard is capped by a
guadrangular dome, on each side of
whieh are two curtains, containing
niches for allegorical stalues, and at
each angle heavily rusticated pavilions

26 feet wide, which form a massive
framework to the design. These rusti-
cated pavilions are repeated at the
angles of the Sixth Avenue facade, the
intermediate space being decorated with
plasters to harmonize with the central
division of the Twenty-third Street
front. The height from the sidewalk to
the main cornice is 94 feet. The Man-
sard pavilions al each angle of the
building extend 30 feet higher, and the
dome, overtopping all, and giving a
pyramidical outline of the structure,
reaches an altitude of 165 feet from the
street. The foundations are sunk 12 feet
below the street, and the whole is built
on solid rock.

The first floor is divided into spa-
cious and well-lighted stores. The main
entrance is through a portico at the
southwest curtain flanked on each side
by elegant Masonic bronze columns, and
leading by a grand marble stairway to
the main hall in the second story, 20 by
60, by 28 feet high, communicating with
the Grand Lodge Room, 85 by 92 feet,
and the parlors of the Grand Lodge of-
ficers, The library is in the mezzanine
story. The third story, 21 feet high, con-
tains the Tuscan, Dorie, Ionic, and Liv-
ingston lodge rooms; the fourth story,
20 feet high, the Corinthian, Composite,
and Clinlon lodge rooms, and also the
Egyptian or Chapter Room. The whole
of the fifth story is devoted to the com-
manderies and A. and A. rite, and con-
sists of the Asylum, Council Chamber,
Banqueting Hall, and Armory, the latter
containing 630 closets. The furniture
and fixtures throughout are designed
especially to harmonize with the archi-
tectural character of each room. The
total cost of the ground, building, and
furniture has been about $1,500,000.

In connection with this article we
give the portrait of Mr. Elwood E.
Thorne, Most Worshipful Grand Master
of Free and Accepted Masons in the
State of New York, a genilleman whose
zealous, untiring, and intelligent devo-
tion to Masonry has won for him emi-
nence in the cralt. Our illustrations of
the exterior of the building and of two
of the rooms, engraved I[rom photo-
graphs by Anthony, will give our read-
ers a good idea of the grandeur and the
elegance ol this stately structure.

. CONGRATULATIONS EXTENDED

Our sincere congratulations to Bro-
ther Charles Morris and his wife, Bar-
bara, on the birth of a baby girl],
Lauren Beth, on February 19, 1975, who
weighed in at 7 1bs. 14 oz.



