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Masonic Cancellers
By DR. S. DUFFIELD SWAN

At the time of the Civil War, Ma-
sonry became an important feature
of the social and political life in the
U.S. This is evidenced by the tremen-
dous number of new lodges formed
100 years ago. It is also well depicted
in the many Masonic Cancellations
found in the ten year period follow-
ing the close of hostilities. i

There were about 40,000 post offices
under the postmaster generals control
in this period. Instructions were that
the postage stamps must be canceled
so that they could not be “reused.”
This was due to the fact that some
of the inks used in that day could
be “washed off” and although the com-
mon stamp was only 3¢, many saw
their way into service a second and
third time. This brought into use an
“gbliterating canceler.”

For the many who are unaware of
the nature of a canceller, the follow-
ing is a description of one type that
became common due to the official
order on cancellations.

It consisted of a holder, termed "ham-
mer” that had a general shape similar
to a hammer-type gavel, The head was
cylindrical, 3% by ll2 inches and the
handle was 9 inches long. It was made
of hardwood. Each end was hollowed
out with a tapering opening of one-
inch diameter. In one end was fitted
a “slug” usually of metal with the town
and state name and in some was an
opening in the midde to put the date.
In the other end was fitted any ob-
literating device desired. This is where
the Masonic or other fancy cancelers

were placed. The sale of these hammers
and cancelers became quite a business.
The salesman had a considerable sup-
ply of these hammers and crude rep-
resentative of the single-headed ones
found in the post offices today, which
they carried from town to town malk-
ing direet sales. However. mast &7 thees
hammers contained melal canceélers
and did not include fraternal insignia.
The artistic and enthusiastic frater-
nal man substituted a hand-carved
head containing some emblem of im-
portance to him. A few made metal
heads, others hardwood, (from breom
handles) but the most prevalent were
carved from cork.

1 have seen many other cancelers.
mostly single-headed ones, but all with
the hollowed out head, tapering for
easy fitting, Some were even square
or oblong in shape.

(Continued on page 13)



MASONIC CANCELLATIONS
ON EARLY U. S. STAMPS

By Dr. S. Duffield Swan

In an endeavor to systemize my col-
lection I have made fifteen classifica-
tions or types. Of these, the first ten
are pretty definitely Masonic. The
first three types, Square and Com-
passes with the letter “G” are quite
convincing. The fourth and fifth also
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Square and Compasses, do not have
the letter G, but in many cases the
intent was definitely Masonie.

VI to XV include lesser Masonic Sym-
bols. The illustration given are from
definite cancellations, Sub-division is
made of many of the types due to
change of outline as in IA and IP
The keystone of Sharon, Pa. used iL

IB is merely an indicator of form
change, IB would also include pen-
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tagons, oblongs, ovals, triangles, etc.
but each illustration would have the
letter G inside the compasses. Similar
ly B sub-divisions are general and are
used only to refer to a change in out-
‘ine form of the Main types.

Over a period of years record has
veen kept of the prices of wvarious
Masonic cancellations that have ap-
peared in auctions. The analysis of
this record gives an estimate of the
rarity of the cancellation, The grading
is as follows:

1. Very rare,—no more than two

covers knowm.

2. Rare,—less than five covers re-

corded.

3. Moderately rare,—-less than ten

covers observed.

4, Moderately common,—ten to
twenty-five covers known.

5. Common,—many known.

This grading is a relative evaluation
of one man, and is applied to average
to very good covers, and as such is
subject to change as more information
is obtained. The actual auction prices
also depend on the stamps, the clarity
of the cancel and the markings, (such
as corner cards, address, etc.) A par-
ticular cover will step up in rarity due
to cover markings.

Over the past ten years an en-
deavor has been made to determine
the personal authorship of the wvarious
cancellations. Recently a renewed
effort, which included cancellations
not in the author’s collection, has
given results which are included in
the tabulation of towns found later in
this article. The cooperation of local
postmasters and Masonic lodges is
gratefully acknowledged —many of
these men having had to search for-
gotten and musty records to obtain
the mnecessary information. In the
case of cities like New York, Boston,
Baltimore, etc. it was impossible to
trace the cancellation artist, even
when the area of the source was
known. Many of the small post offices
have been discontinued or have be-
come lost as substations in larger
cities. Records over the years have
been destroyed and exact data is not
obtainable in some cases even from
‘Washington. Local historians in many
cases and older philatelists have been
of great assistance in ferreting out de-
tails that otherwise would have never
bee:. found. )

Of the 105 offices originally selected
for contacts, 72 have yielded definite
names, dates, ete. and about 15 others
are still searching available records.

The other 18 could give no ir“)»rma-
tion.

By 1868 the vogue of Masonic can-
cellers had spread from New England
and reached such towns as Bangor,
Wis, Marengo, Ia, Douglas, Kan,
Austin, Tex., and Mobile, Ala. Copies
of these cancellations on cover have
brought excellent prices in auction.

Beginning in 1868 we start o see the
use of minor Masonic symbols, but of
course, the square and compasses con-
tinued to be the principal ones found.
Those of special interest are the
Lowell, Mass.,, Spade; Pittston, Pa.,
Trowell; and the Centerville, Mich.,
square, triangle and G. These are
quite rare as in 25 years only one of
each on cover has come fto our atten-
tion.

Minor symbols continued to appear

in increasing numbers after 1868. King

Solomon’s Seal, trowels, Master
Squares, Enblazoned “G,” Allseeing
eyes, Euclids 47th problem, Cane with
two dots, Sun and Moon, Moon and
Star, and a number of others that
have been accepted by some collec-
tors as Masonic. . .

This brings up the subject of just
which are Masonic cancellations. Of
course, the Square and Compasses
with the letter G or blazing sun are
easily recognizable as truly Masonic.
However, it is fregently difficulf to
decide on some negative cork cancels
which resemble a Square and Com-
passes. I have made it a rule that the
corner of the square must be entirely
within the cork and if possible the
ends of the Square and Compasses
also should be entirely within the
cork. The angle of the square should
be 909, however, in some known cases
it has been found to be either a little
more or less than this figure, so the
final judgment is individual and de-
pendent on interprefation of intent.

Some Square and Compasses may be
derived from other organizations such
as the “Junior Order of American
Mechanics”; one of the early Temper-
ance Societies; or certain Benevolent
societies that claimed relationship to
the Masonic principles. Such emblems
are without the letter “G” or have
some other figure to replac_e it.

In the perioa 1928 to 1930 several
fancy cancellations appeared from
various small cities, such as Sharon,
Pa. and Ed, Ky. It has been esfab-
lished that in no case was the Post
Office responsible for these cancellers.
Ambitious philatelists sent the pre-
pared canceller together with envel-
opes bearing satisfactory postage fo
these offices. The cancellers were
then destroyed or returned fo the
sender, and no record made of tht
transaction, It is barely possible that
similar conditions existed in the earlier
days in a few post offices.

’ (To Be Continued)



by WALTER J. KIRBY

When Confederation occured on
July 1, 1867, control of
Freemasonry in each Canadian
Province was considered desirable
and prevailed, each province
organizing its own Grand Lodge.

It is said that the first marks of
the ancient Craftsmen was found
in Nova Scotia. A survey team in
1827 found on the shore of Goat

Island in the Annapolis Basin,
partly covered by sand, a slab of
stone 2x21% feet.

Carved on it are the familiar
Masonic emblem, the square and
compasses, and the date 1606. Who
the Craftsmen were and how the
stone got there is anyone’s guess.

Canada’s stamps have pictured
British kings and princes, as well
as Canada’s premiers and other
famous Canadians who were
Masons.

Sir Sandford Fleming (1827-1915)

Soane teesssesIsenED
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is the last Mason to appear on a
Canadian stamp, issued Sept. 16,
1977.

Sir Sandford was initiated as a
Mason on May 9, 1854 in St. An-
drews Ladge No. 16, Toronto, On-
tario, sard was passed Nov. 14 of
that year.

He was the chief civil engineer
involved with the system of inter-
colonial railways, as well as the
railway connecting Eastern
Canada with the Pacific Ocean.
built from 1871-73.

He was also chief promoter of
the telegraph cable across the
Pacific from Vancouver Island to
Australia and New Zealand and he
later planned the world-encirciing
telegraph line that would bring
England in direct communication
with its colonies and dominions
without passing over foreign soil.

Sir Sandford ntroduced Stan-
dard Time and his suggestion that

the world be divided into 24 time

zones was adopted.

SIR JOHN J. C. ABBOTT
3rd Prime Minister of Canada 1891-92

John Joseph Caldwell Abbott, a na-
tive of St. Andrews, Province of
Quebec, was born March 12, 1821. He
earred the D.C.L. (Doctor of Civil
Law) degree at McGill College (now
University), Montreal. He also taught
there and was dean of the faculty of
law for ten years.

He was admitted to the bar in 1847,
the year of graduation. During his
lifetime he served in the Canadian
Assembly, the Dominion Parliament,
the Senate and Executive Council of
Lower Canada. He was appointed a
member of the Queen’s Privy Coun-
cil in 1887, succeeded Sir John A. Mac-
donald as Prime Minister in 1891, but
resigned on account of ill health Nov-
ember 25, 1892, and was knighted in
%392. He died at Montreal, October 30,

93.

Abbott was a member of St. Paul's
Lodge, No. 374 on the English Register,
in Montreal, Quebec. The record shows
that he was initiated January 26, 1847,
passed March 9, and raised April 13,
1847. He retired from the Lodge, May
9, 1848 but re-joined January 8, 1856
and retired April 12, 1859.

Abbott appears on Canadian 3¢
stamp No. 318 in the 1952 Prime Minis-
ter series.—Marshall S. Loke.

E.n...-.a_-z.a_ i i
John Alexander MacDonald
Canada No. 146-48

Sir John MacDonald took his Masonic
degrees in St. John’s Lodge No. 3 in
Kingston, Ontario, in 1844 and remained
a member of that Lodge until his death
47 years later. As a Mason, he was ap-
pointed in 1886 to represent the Grand
Lodge of England near the Grand Lodge
of Canada. Sir John was a Royal Arch
Mason under the Grand Chapter of Can-
ada. In 1871 he was elected an honor-
ary life member of LaFayette Royal
Arch Chapter No. 5 of Washington
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CLOSED ALBUMS
FRANKLIN E. BRUNS,JR.

LOUIS #, RIFHL
ALLAN M. EVANS

X, W, TERRY

LOUIS F. BIEHL

Louis F. Biehl, 84, husband of Gladys
A (Tyson) Biehl of 532 Astor St., was
pronotced dead-on-arrival at
Montgamery Hospital shortly after mid-
night en Tuesday.

Born in Jeffersonville, Dec. 19, 1884
the son of the late Frank and Adsle
(Haws) Biehl, Mr. Biznl had been
tool and die maker with Superior Tuhe
Co, until his retirement in 1852,

He was a member of the Asbury
United Methodist Chuvch, life member
of Charity Lodge, No. 190, F. and AM.,
the. Royal Arch Chapier, No. 199, F.A.
M., a member of the Norristown Forest
No. 31, Tall Cedars of Lebanon, he
was the organizer and secreiary:
treasurer for 16 years of the Tall Cedars
of Lebanon’s National Bowling 'Tourna-
ment, a life member of the Muscular
Dystrophy Objective of TC and L. a
life member of the Washifigton Campy
No. 3R, POS of A, life member of
the General Grant Jr. Council, Nao.
82, the O.U.AM., where he had bees
financial secretary for over 54 years,
a life member of the Nurris Hose Co.,,
No. 1, the Masonic Stamp Club of New
York, the Zippie Collectors Stamypy Club
ot Trenfon, N.J.,, and the Amarican
Topical Association of Chicago,

* * Kk * *
FRANKLIN R. BRUNS, JR.
GRAMATAN, Bronxville, N. Y.

: RANKLIN R. Bruns Jr., sapervisor
and curator of the Smithsenian
ilriitution’s division of postal history, died on
24 Rixrch following a long illness. He was 66
vears of age.

M. Bruns was widely known in pnuatelic
rircles as a contributor, writer and editor for
more than twenty publications. At three dif-
:erent times he was a member of the Citizen's
Advisery Stamp Committee.

Born in New York City, he moved to Wash-
ington in 1951 to become curator of the
Smithsonian’s philatelic collection. He also
was director of the former Post Office De-
pariment division of philately

In 1932 he was named stamp editor of The
New York Sun, and over the next forty years
he developed a syndicated stamp and coin col-
umn. In the 1940’s he was president of the
American Philatelic Congress, which he
helped found.

He leaves two daughters, Pricilla Lee
Sando, of Greenbelt, MD, and Katherine A.
Kerdock, Takoma Park, MD; two sons, F R.
Bruns III of Olney, MD, and James H. Bruns
of Berwyn Heights MD, and eight grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held on 28 March
with internment at New York City’s Woad-
lawn Cemetery

April7,1979 X STAMPS
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Canadian Masonic Cancellations
By Dr. S. Duffield Swan

Canadian Masonic Cancellations have
long intrigued the interest of cancella-
tion collectors but, due to their scarcity
very few of us have had a chance to
add them to our collections, and when
we did it was at a very high price.

This particular study started with
Jarrett's catalogue, where four sources
of Canadian Masonics were listed.
These were Toronto, Beachville, Sim-
coe and Woodstock. Through the cour-
tesy of Bro. Milton Greenbaum of
Saginaw, Michigan, we have the photas
of three covers from his collection. One
of these covers indicates a different
post office than those mentioned be-
fore, Brockville, and it is quite dis-
tinctive.

In the course of this rescarch, I ob-
tained a postal card from Embro, Ont.,
with the illustrated cancellation (6)
showing, and I also discovered the
existence of a cover from Blythe, Ont,
but have not as yet obtained a tracing
for the record.

With reference to the postmasters at
the wvarious towns, we have accumu-
lated the following information. The
Hon. G. Alexander was posimaster and
William Hergrave was deputy post-
master at Woodstock at the time of the
cover usage there, but to date we
cannot be sure that either was a mem-
ber of the Fraternity. Similarly, while
H. Mulkins was postmaster at Simcoe,
we cannot be sure that he was a Mason
either.

Record shows that Charles Mason
was posimaster at Beachville. Accord-
ing to his grandson, R. S. Mason of

Port Dover, he was not a member of
the Fraternity but used the insignia
to identify and advertise his surname.
A further point of interest is that he
apparently became an itinerant mem-
ber of the postal staff. Jarrett and the
Post Office . Department list him as
Beachville prstmaster from 1867 to
1884, but his .. .nily record says he was
a resident of Brantford in 1875. Brock-
ville, Beachville, Embro and a couple
of other cancellations observed on off-
cover stamps are so similar that we
think they could have been the work
of this man.

It is possible that as Beachville was
a collecting center for many small
towns, Mason in checking the mail may
have found some stamps uncancelled

andl so did his own obliteration, even
though the envelope bore the town can-
eellation. We have found the same can-
cellation on some U.S. stamps of the
period, possibly a receiving ecancella-
tion, as even some of the Canadian
usages may well have been.

The Newfoundland cancellation ap-
parently was made with a signet of
some kind. The fancy script initials
S.D.H. (or K.) can be identified as well
as the square and compasses, This was
my first Canadian cancellation, and
tracing (3) was from my second, both
obtained many years ago.

The Canadian Post Office Depart-
ment at Oifawa has very obligingly
cooperated -with us. furnishing infor-
mation regard:ng the postmasters of
the various iwwns during the specified
period of cancellation usage.

The data which we have asscmbled in
the last year is as follows; All towns are
in Ontario Province.

Of these cancels which are illustrated
here, the Waterloo and Kingston trae-
ings are most interesting. The Water-
loo Knights Templar Cross, with the
crown and cross in negative, also has
the I-H-S-V initials, as is usual with
the English Knights Templar, depicting
of the “In Hoc Signo Vinces” motto.

Kingston was a very active Masonic
area in the early 1870’s. The Royal
Arch Chapter there bears the number 2.
The first Scottish Rite Valley in Upper
Canada also was located there. The
import of the cancellations seems to
indicate a desire to represent the in-
signia of these two bodies.

The Blyth cancel (#4) is one of the
three reported to exist, but I have not
received the tracings of the other ones
for comparison and this one is not too
distinct. This cancel was reported in
the April and May 1962 articles, but
no tracing was then available. This is
also true of the Toronto cancel shown
in the chart, which we present now
as #10, together with information on
the Postmaster’'s Masonic connection.
There is only one of these cancels of
record, and it is in the collection of
our new member, Bro, J. Ronald Mc-
Murrich of Gananoque, Ontario Can-
ada The Postmaster of Waterloo, Christian

Kumpf (a clerk) was initiated a mem-

ber of Blenheim Lodge #108, Prince-

ton, and later became a charter mem-
ber of Grand River Lodge #151 in

Kitchener.

continued Page 10
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Canadian. Masonic fwzccllatwna,

By. Dr. S, Duffield Swan

Q& L

Tracing Town

it

Stamp Date

Beachville #35 1875
Blythe #35 1876
Brockville 1 1875
Embro Postal Card 2/10/81
Simcoe 3¢ 12/16/75
Woodstock 3¢ 8/14/712
(Deputy)

Newfoundland #28

Postmaster
Charles Mason
D. B. McKinnon
John Crawford

Service
9/1/67 to 3/26/84
4/1/74 to 1909
2/1/58 to 11/6/82
Donald Matheson 6/1/58 to 6/23/84
Henry Mulkins 7/4/56 to 3/4/08
Hon. Geo. Alexander 11/1/69 to 7/15/73
Wm. Hargrave



QOur article in the April 1962 “Masonic
Philatelist” about Canadian Masonic
cancellations has certainly aroused
much interest, and brought a wealth of
information from many collectors from

Descriptions of the cancellations il-
lustrated are as follows:

Cancel No. - Town Postmaster Affiliation
4 Blyth, Ontario Donald B. McKinnon M
10 Toronton, Ontario Thomas C. Patterson M
13 & 14 Kingston, Ont. Robert Deacon ?
15 Preston, Ontario Conrad Nispel ?
16 St. Barnabe, Que. Francis X. Bellemare 7
17 Stayner, Ontario  William W. B. Sanders M

Edpar B, Sanders M

Page 9

all over the world. We are now sub-
mitting herein eleven additional can-
cellations of some Masonic import, in-
cluding nine which are identified as
to towns, -

Cancel No. Town Postmaster

18 Waterloo, Ontario Christian Kumpf
19 Yarmouth, N. S. A. J. Hood
20 Off-cover 3¢ Jubilee
21 Off-cover 3¢ 1870

ﬂffi[iatitin
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The Postmaster of Toronto, Thomas
Patterson (a_clerk) was initiated a
member of Kerr Lodge #230, Barrie.
He later affiliated with Stanley Lodge

426, Toronto, as a charter member.
#Alexander J. Hood, Postmaster at
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, likewise was a
Mason. He joined Hiram Lodge, now
#12, at Yarmouth, prior to 1870, at
which time he was of record a Past
Master. This information was furnished
by the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia
through our good brother W. A. G.
Huxsel.

The Postmaster of Stayner, Edgar B.
Sanders ( a solicitor) was a member of
Northern Light Lodge #266 in Stayner.
He was Pdstmaster from October 1,
1887 to July 5, 1895. His predecessor
was Wm. W. B. Sanders, his brother,
who also was a member of the Fra-
ternity.

WILLIAM HARGRAVE (Woodstock)
was initiated March 13, 1867 in Oxford
Lodge No. 76, located in Woodstock.
He was deputy postmaster of that
town.

The other postmasters mentioned in
the preceding article are not Masons
of Record, but it is possible that some
may have been members of the Craft
prior to the formation of Oniario’s
Grand Lodge and never affiliated with
the Lodges of that jurisdiction.

DONALD BRUCE McKINNON
(Blyth) was initiated November 186,
1864 in Clinton Lodge No. 84 and be-
came a charter member of Blyth Lodge
No. 303. He was its first Junior Warden.,
(Please note correct town spelling is
Blyth, not Blythe,)

_We wish to express our deep appre-
ciation to the Grand Secretary of the
Grand Lodge of Canada, Brother E. G.
Dixon, for his splendid cooperation in
digging out the details which we are
able to report here. Without his help
we would have had little information
of value.

We also wish to thank John Kitchen,
Bro. Robert Thomsen, Bro. J. Ronald
McMurrick, Dr. K. M. Day and E. A.
Smythies, who have been instrumental
in furnishing us with the material il-
lustrated, and Bro. W. A. G. Huxsel
who has cooperated in our report.

GENERAL JAMES WOLFE

General Louis Joseph Saint-Veran
Montcalm and General James Wolfe,
leaders of the French and English
forces respectively, were both mortal-
J% wounded in combat at_ Quebec on

e Plains of Abraham, " September
13, 1759. Canada No. 100 portrays both
gentlemen on the 7¢ stamp of the
Quebec Tercentenary Issue of 1908.

James Wolfe, born January 2, 1727,
was the son of Lieutenant General Ed-
ward Wolfe. He entered the army as
a 2nd lieutenant at an early age, was
present at a number of battles, and
distinguished himself in 1747 and 1748.

It is claimed that Wolfe was a mem-
ber of “Minden Military Lodge”
(10,000 Famous Freemasons, page 343).
In the interest of accuracy it must be
explained that the lodge originally was
known as Lodge No. 63 and did not ac-
quire the name “Minden” until some
vears later in commemoration of its
services at the Battle of Minden in
August 1759.

The warrant for Lodge No. 63, on
the Grand Registry of Ireland, was
granted to the founders, Lord George
Sackville, Lieutenant Colonel Edward
Cornwallis and Captain Milburne of
the 20th Regiment, in December 1748.
Major Jamr = Wolfe joined the 20th
Regiment .. January 1749 and was
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel in March 1750 to succeed Ed-
ward Cornwallis who left the regiment
at that time fo become the first gov-
ernor of Nova Scotia.

Lt. Col. Wolfe was in command of
the 20th, or East Devonshire, Regi-
ment from 1749 to 1754. Thereafter he
received appointments and promotions
until he became Major General and
was placed, by William Pitt, in com-
mand of an expedition for the conquest
of Canada in 1759. He arrived in the
St. Lawrence with 8,000 men in June,
was repulsed by Montcalm in the first
attack July 31, but fell in the moment
of victory September 13, 1759.

Tre foundation stone of the Wolfe
and Montcalm monument at Quebec
was laid by the Masons in 1827, an
event which is perpetuated on a mural
painting in the Masonic Memorial
Temple in Montreal.

Marshall S. Loke.
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From the Collection of Bro. M. Greenbaum

1870, 1c Yellow, Small Queen (35). Horiz. Pair & Single, Tied by two
Beautiful Bold Ty. 5 Masonic Cancels. on fresh Yellow cover with Brock—
ville, Ont. Corner Card,

1871, 3¢ Red (37). Tied by clear Ty. 2 Masonic Cancel , Clear Matching
1872 “Woodstock, Ont.” pmk. on fresh Legal Size Cover,

 —— s

1871, 1c Blue, Postal Card (Holmes 1400).
Ty. 2 Masonic Cancel.,

Tied by Bold “Embro, Ont.”

70 /3/ ,4,9 urr; 4&‘)'..1 \de(}’i: z

A ' Sk B
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CANADIAN MASONIC CANCELS

1870, 1c Yellow, Small Queen (35). Three Copies, each tied by
Masonic Cancel., “Simcoe, Ont.” 1875 pmk. on fresh cover,

Illustrated above is a Canadian Masonic Cancellation, from the collection of Dr.
K. M. Day, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. See article within by Dr. S. Duffield Swan.



Masonic Cancellers

Accumulating data concerning the
Masonic Cancellations used in the early
postage stamp days, has brought many
interesting facts to light, which give
us some idea of the nature of the in-
individuals who devised the cancellers.
Many of the postmasters who were
responsible for these cancellations were
in small villages where they were the
only postal employee and frequently
they combined a general store with
the post office.

We find one such in Putney, Vi,
where Alexis B. Hewitt operated a
general store and was postmaster from
1862 to 1882.

Another interesting report showed
George S. Silsby as postmaster of Win-
terport, Me. A local history reports
him as “a very religious man, a good
dresser who sang in the choir of the
Congregational Church.”

In Douglas, Kansas, J. B. Ives was
a school teacher, “an excellent, artistic
venman,’—samples of his records are
still held for their beauty.

willam B. Darlington of Westches-
ter, Pa. was a Major in the Civil War
who lost a leg in the battle of the
Wilderness. “He was known for his
whittlings,”—(wood carvings).

At Painted Post, N.Y., Henry D. Ed-
wards, according to a local history was
“a dealer in and repair of watches,
clocks, jewelry, ete., also engraving.”

Again, W. S. Miller, the postmaster
of Ludlow, Mass. claimed his masonic
connections in Chicopee, Mass. He
probably was inspireds to produce a
masonic canceller by Capt. Andrew S.
Hunter, postmaster of Chicopee, who
was one of the early users of Masonic
Cancellations. These latter cancella-
tions are quite common.

Actual connection of most of these
men in Masonic circles is difficult to
establish. Local lodges of the day have
been superseded by those organized
after the 1885 period, and the old
records have been lost. In other known
cases members claimed their affiliation
with lodges in different cities. It is
reasonably safe to assume that they
all were “brothers” who were loyal to
the fraternity and were demonstrating
that loyalty by the use of the special
designs in cancellers. )

One of the earliest users of Masonic
Cancellers was Cambridge, Ohio, ac-
cording to Carl J. Rech. It seems that
C. L. Madison was secretary of the
local “Blue Lodge” in that period as
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—the nintn one 1n th=2 U.S. Masonic
cancellers of various designs are re-
puted to have been used by Post-
master Madison, but the only one we
have observed was the square and
cornpasses.

I have seen many other cancelers,
mostly single-headed ones, but all with
the hollowed out head, tapering for
easy fitting. Some were even square
or oblong in shape.

The use of Masonie cancelers was not
new in the late 60's, as several towns,
namely, Chicopee, Ludlow and Mitten-
eague, all of Massachusetts, Holder-
ness, N.H., Newport, Tenn., and Nor-
wich, Conn., all used the sgquare and
compasses before 1860.

It is not certain which of these
towns was the first to use a Masonic
canceler, but Mittineague has been
generally accredited as being first,
since they went to the trouble of hav-
ing a metallic canceler made, while
the others were simply carved cork.
This canceller was used at frequent
intervals over a period of more than

five years as covers are of record
from 1857 to 1863. The postmaster in
this period (1854-85) was Luke Bliss,
who was definitely established as a
Mason. ; .

It is possible that the earliest frater-
nal canceler was an “odd fellows” can-
cellation from Canton, Miss., wnin
was used early in 1857, but it too was
made from cork or broom handle.

Following 1865 towns all over the
country and Canada began the use
ofsfancy cancels and especially those
of Masonie import.

For the sake of systemization we
classify Masonic cancellations in seven
JSroups or classes, according to types
and apparent intent of the designer
of the canceler. These are:

Class I: Negative square and com-
passes with the letter “G” in the center.
Commonly made from cork.

Class II: Postive square and com-
passes with the letter *&" in the cen-
ter. Many made from metal and hard-
wood.

Class III: Negative square and com-
passes, similar to Class I, but without
the letter “G.
passes, similar o Clase It bus Sitor:

y ar to Class i
tha letter “G.” bt wrihool
lass V: Identified degree symbols.

Ci s, VI: Identified higheryncliegree
symbagis.

Class VII: Marginal symhale

(To Be Continued)
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MASONIC CANCELLATIONS CLASSIFICATION CHART

Only nineteenth century cancellations are illustrated.
Normal cancellation is in black, but examples are known in red, blue, green and

True Masonic Cancels of the Square and Compass Type shouid contain one right

Notes: 1.
2.
purple.
0
(90°) angle.
TYPE EXAMPLE  CHARACTERISTICS
NEGATIVE SQUARE AND
1 COMPASS.
WITHOUT G
POSITIVE SQUARE AND
2 COMPASS,
WITHOUT G
_ NEGATIVE SQUARE AND
3 i COMPASS.
v WITH G
POSITIVE SQUARE AND
4 COMPASS.
WITH
NEGATIVE SQUARE AND
5 COMPASS WITHOUT G.
ENCLOSED IN GEOMETRIC
DESIGN.
POSITIVE SQUARE AND
6 COMPASS WITHOUT G.
ENCLOSED IN GEOMETRIC
\V DESIGN.
NEGATIVE SQUARE AND
7 COMPASS WITH G.
730 ‘ENCLOSED IN GEOMETRIC
W DESIGN.
POSITIVE SQUARE AND
8 COMPASS W1 H G.
ENCLOSED IN GEOMETRIC
: DESIGN
9 ' KEYSTONE
ALL DESIGNS
10 TROWEL
ALL DESIGNS

TYPE EXAMPLE

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

£
<

OTHER
MASONIC
DESIGNS

LR T
LA RO B

CANADIAN

MASONIC
SIGNIFIC~
ANCE

ALLIED
MASONIC
MATERIAL

CHARACTERISTICS

SEEING EYE
ALL DESIGNS

ROD WITH OR WITHOUT
DOTS.
ALL DESIGNS

G
ALL DESIGNS

OPFN BOOK

PLLMB AND LEVEL
7 DOTS

ETC.

CROSS
ALL DESIGNS

SOLOthON'S SEAL

O
STAR OF DAVID
ALL DESIGNS

ALL DESIGNS

TRIANGLE-STAR AND
CRESCENT-MALTESE
CROSS.

CORNER CARD
POST CARD
ETC.

ANYTHING NOT
COVERED IN
ABQVE TABLE



