2o Philatelist

A QUARTERLY

JUNE, 1982

The Great Seal
of the United States
1782-1982

USA 20c¢

COPYRMGMT 1087 U S POETAL SERVICE




Page 2

The MASONIC
PHILATELIST

VOL. 38 NO. 2

DR. IRWIN M. YARRY

EDITOR
Officers for 1982-83
President George Wettach
First Vice-President David Deutsch
Second Vice-President Warren Erigh
Treasurer Aydin Turkman
Secretary Dr. Irwin M. Yarry
Chaplain Joseph Nathan Kane

OUR PAST PRESIDENTS

Arthur W. Deas*. __............. 1934-1938
Ralph A. Barry*................ 1938-1939
Henry W. Holcombe*.. ... ... .. 1939-1941
Carl E. Pelander*®. . . ............ 1941-1943
George Camnitzer. .. ............ 1943-1945
Sam Brooks*. ........... ..., .. 1945-1946
Jacob 8. Glaser*. . ......... . .. 1946-1948
Ferrars H. Tows*. ... ........... 1948-1949
Russell B, Roane*. ... . ......... 1949-1951
Arthur I. Heim............_..... 1951-1953
Carl H.Pihl ... .. ... ..o, 1953-1955
Thomas Phillips*... ... ... ....... 1955-1957
Irwiti ML Yarey: ..omvmscamns v 1957-1959
Emanuel M. Reggel.............. 1959-1961
Dr. 8. Duffield Swan*. .. ... ..... 1961-1962
Shelton W. Osterlund. . ... ... .... 1962-1963
Norman H. Sehlmeyer*..... . .. 1963-1965
Stanley A. Salomon*. ., ......._. 1965-1967
Joseph Munk................... 1967-1969
Edwin Mayer. .................. 1969-1971
Emanuel M. Reggel. ............. 1971-1972
Robert A, Smith................ 1972-1973
Louis Bernstein. ................ 1974-1976
Joseph Nathan Kane..,......... 1976-1980
Dr. Allan Boudreau.............. 1981-1982

*Deceased

ON THE COVER

The Great Seal of the United
States will be featured on an embos-
sed stamped envelope to be issued
on June 15, in Washington, D.C,

The envelope, marking the 200th
Anniversary of the adoption of the
Great Seal in 1782, will be dedicated
at the Department of State as the
Secretary of State is the official
custodian of the Great Seal, the
design of which is also the coat of
arms of the United States. It ap-
pears in several thousand official
documents each year, including cab-
inet and ambassadorial appoint-
ments, treaties and other interna-
tional agreements.

The Masonic Stamp Club of New
York will have an attractive first
day cover available soon.

st
*

* %

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York was
organized in 1934 for the purpose of encour-
aging research and study in Masonic Phi-
lately, and to establish bonds of good fellow-
ship among Masons who are stamp col-
lectors. The need for the organization has
proved itself through the years with its
ever-increasing membership and the for-
mation of other Masonic stamp clubs in the
United States.

Please Address All Communications To The
MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF N.Y.
c/o COLLECTORS CLUB
22 East 3bth Street, New York City, N.Y. 10016
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THE GREAT SEAL
OF THE UNITED STATES

Ermer W. Crayroor, 32°
4541 North West Third Place, Plantation, Florida 33314

ill*~ing effect sometimes, and
ti85 = if we see something often
@ enough, we don’t see it
at all. We overlook it; take it
for granted. For instance, when was
the last time that yeu looked at the
symbols on a one-dollar bill and
thought of what they stand for?
On the back of the dollar bill you
will notice two symbolic circles; one
circle has an eagle, and the other
has an uncompleted pyramid. Now,
these two circles constitute the
front and the back of the Great
Seal of the United States. The fa-
miliar American eagle is the face
of the Great Seal. The unfinished
pyramid is the unfamiliar back of

| 2-AMILIARITY has a blind--

the Great Seal, often referred to as
the “Lesser Seal.”

These two symbols and the nu-
merical symbol of thirteen which is
an integral part of both the eagle
and the pyramid are very meaning-
ful and beautiful. This number,
thirteen, has played an important
part in our great history. There
were, of course, the Original Thir-
teen States and the signatures rep-
resenting the Thirteen Original
States affixed to that great docu-
ment, the Declaration of Independ-
ence. There ate also the thirteen
sttipes on the American flag with
thirteen stars on the Bennington
flag; the circle of thirteen stars on
the Betsy Ross flag; and the thir-
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THE GREAT SEAL

teen letters on the motto of the
Rattlesnake flag: “Don’t Tread On
Me!” Later on, there were the
thirteen stars in the Cornfederate
fia

%f you look closely at the front
side of the Great Seal, the side
with the eagle, you will notice that
there are thirteen stars surrounded
by clouds in the crest above the
head of the eagle. This is called the
glory or constellation. On the
breast of the eagle there are thir-
teen stripes .on the shield, also
known as the escutcheon; thirteen
arrows in the eagle’s left claw,
known as the sinister side; thirteen
fruit and thirteen leaves in the olive
branch in the eagle’s right claw, or
dexter side; and, finally, there are
thirteen. letters in the Latin motto
inscribed on the banner held in the
eagle’s beak: E Pluribus Unum
which means “One Out of Many.”
The eagle itself, of course, repre-
sents the United States.

The wings of the eagle are not
like the straight out and expanded

wings of heraldry, but rather dis-

played upward as a rising eagle
with a shght upturned head, de-
notmg a rising ‘and tpcoming Na-
tion. The escutcheon or shield,
which is borne on the breast of the
eagle without -any means -of sup-
port, denotes that the United

States ought to rely on its own vir-

tue and be self-supporting.
The shield is composed of a hori-
zonta] blue bar, known as a chief.

The vertical bars or stripes, six red
and seven white, represent the sev-
eral States all joined together in
one solid, compact entity su -
ing the blue bar of chief which
unites the - whole and represents
Congress. The E Pluribus Unum
motto alludes to this union. The
vertical stripes are kept closely
united by the chief. The chief de-
pends on the union of the stripes
and the strength from it for sup-
port just as the United States de-
pends on the union of the States
in and through Congress.

The colors of the shield also have

an emblematic significance. The
white signifies purity and inno-
cence; red means hardiness and
valor; and blue, the color of the
chief, signifies vigilance, persever-
ance, and justice.
* The olive branch and the ai-
rows denote the power of peace and
war, which is exclusively vested in
Congress. If peace is not possible,
the arrows r t our determina-
tion to defend our way of life. The
constellation of the stars, or the
glory above the eagle’s head denotes
a new state taking its place and
rank among other sovereign pow-
ers. .

Now let usttake a look at the
design on the reverse side of the
Great Seal, the side with the pyra-
mid. The pyramid is there because
the pyramid is one of the strongest
structures known to man, and it
represents the democratic way, the



THE GREAT SEAL

strongest ernmental  structure.
The g;;mmjg(:lv has thirteen steps or
thirteen layers of stone. The pyra-
mid is left unfinished because there
always is work to be done in a free
world. In the zenith of the pyra-
mid is the familiar All-Seeing Eye
of Deity, in a triangle surrounded
by a glory which stands for the
fact: that America stands under -the
All-Seeing Eye of divine protection.
The motto above the pyramid,
Annuit Coeptis, means: “He has
prospered our undertaking.” There
are thirteen letters in this motto.
The date carved on the base of the
pyramid in Roman numerals,
MDCCLXXV], is the year of the
Declaration of Independence, 1776.
Underneath the pyramid is an:
other motto, Novus Ordo Seclo-
rum, meaning “The New Order of
the Age.” It signifies the beginning
of the new American era, which
was born on that grand and
glorious date of July 4, 1776.

Another interpretation of the
Great Seal, Masonic in nature,
taken from Masonry in Texas,
Background, History and Influence
to 1846 by James D. Carter, 33°,
G.".C.r,, is as follows:

“Among those who helped design
the Great Seal of the United States
the following are known to have
been Masons: Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Jefferson, William
Churchill Houston, and William
Barton. Whether they drew heav-
ily upon Freemasonry in this work

it is impossible to assert but when
an informed Mason examines the
Great Seal here is what he sees:
On the obverse is an eagle whose
dexter wing has thirty-two feathers,
the number of ordinary degrees in
Scottish Rite Freemasonry. The
sinister wing has thirty-three feath-
ers, the additional feather corre-
sponding ‘to the Thirty-third De-
gree of the same Rite conferred for
outstanding Masonic service. The
tail feathers number nine, the num-
ber of degrees in the Chapter,
Council and Commandery of the
York Rite of Freemasonry. Scottish
Rite Masonry had its origin in
France; the York Rite is sometimes
called the American Rite; the eagle
thus clothed represents the union
of French and American Masons in
the struggle for Liberty, Equality,
and Fraternity. The total number
of feathers in the two wings is sixty-
five which, by gematria, is the
value of the Hebrew phrase- yam
yawchod (together in unity). This
phrase appears in Psalm 133 as fol-
lows: ‘Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity, and is used in
the ritual of the first degree of Free-
masonry. The glory above the
eagle’s head is divided into twenty-

four equal parts and reminds the

observer of the Mason’s gauge
which is also divided into twenty-
four equal parts and is emblematic
of the service he is obligated to
perform. The five pointed stars re-
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THE GREAT SEAL

mind him of the Masonic Blazing
Star and the five points of fellow-
ship. The arrangement of the stars
in the constellation to form over-
lapping equilateral triangles and
the Star of David calls to the Ma:
son’s mind King David’s dream of
building a Temple, to his God, the
Companions who rebuilt a desecrat-
ed Temple, and the finding of the
Weord that was lost. The gold,
silver, and azure colors represent
the sun, moon, and Worshipful
Master, the first that rules the day,
the second, the night, and the
third, the lodge. While silver, con-
nected with the letter Gimel or G
and being surrounded on an azure

d by a golden glory, reminds
the Mason of the letter G, a most
conspicuous furnishing of a proper
lodge room. The shield on the
eag?e's breast affirms by its colors,
valor (red), purity (white), and
justice (blue), and reminds the
Mason of the cardinal virtues. The
value of these colors, by gematria,
is 103, the value of the phrase
ehben ha-Adem (the stone of
Adam) and suggests the perfect
ashlar, or squared stone, of Freema-
sonry. One hundred and three is
also the value of the noun bonaim,
a  Rabbinical word signifying
‘builders, Masons.! Thus_ the na-
tional colors spell out, by gematria,
the name of the fraternity. The
scroll in the eagle’s beak, bearing
the words E Pluribus Unum (of
many one) reminds him also of

the unity which has made brothers
of many.

“On the reserve, is the All-Seeing
Eye within a triangle surrounded
by a golden glory. Besides the ob-
vious Masonic¢ significance of this
design, it has a cabalistic value of
seventy plus three plus two hun-
dred, equaling two hundred and
seventy-three which is the value of
the phrase ehben mosu habonim
(the stone which the builders re-
fused) familiar to all Royal Arch
Masons. It is also the value of the
Hebrew proper noun Hiram Abiff,
the architect of Solomon’s Temple
and the principal character of the
legend used in the Master Mason
degree. The triangle is isosceles,
formed by two right triangles hav-
ing sides of five, twelve, and thir-
teen units in length, illustrating the
47th Problem of Euclid. The tri-
angle also represents the capstone
of the unfinished pyramid and re-
minds the Mason of the immor-
tality of the soul and that in eterni-
ty he will complete the capstone of
his earthly labors according to the
designs on the trestleboard of the
Supreme Architect of the Universe.
The unfinished pyramid cannot
fail to remind him of the unfin-
ished condition of the Temple
when tragedy struck down its Mas-
ter architect.

“The blaze of glory found on
either side of the Great Seal cannot
fail to remind the Mason of the
Great Light in Masonry which is
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the rule and guide to faith and
practice and without which no Ma-
sonic I can exist. It reminds
him that only more light can dispel
the pall of ignorance in which he
stumbles until he enters the Celes-
tial Lodge where all light is given.”

The Great Seal was established
by a resolution of the Continental
Congress on June 20, 1782; and,
without any essential change in
design, it has been in continuous
use up to the present day.

The first document to which it is
known to have been affixed was one
dated September 16, 1782, granting
full authority to General George
Washington to arrange with the
British for an exchange of prison-
ers of war.

Although the Great Seal had

been in service since the vear of

GREAT SEAL, 1902

1782, it was not official until seven
years later when on September 15,
1789, Congress passed a law de-
claring it to be the official seal of
the United States. In the same
vear the Secretary of State ap-
pointed the custodian of the dies
and press of the Great Seal. The
custodian keeps the seal under lock
and -key when it is not in official
use.

In the complex and beautiful
symbolism of the Great Seal we see
the strength and purpose of the
United States carefully inscribed.
We must not be blinded by famil-
iarity, arid, thereby, allow the les-
son of the Great Seal to escape. As
we see the mission and meaning
of Masonry clearly embodied in
Masonic symbols, so we can see
the high destiny of America in the
Great Seal of the United States.
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PRAYER — A CHECKLIST

By MARSHALL S. LOKE

Freemasonry always has advocated the use of prayer in its meetings as
a proper tribute of gratitude to the Great Architect of the Universe. It is
an indispensible obligation that a Lodge, Chapter, or any other masonic
body should be opened and closed with prayer. Every candidate at his re-
ception hears these words of advice: ‘‘Let no man enter upon any great or
important undertaking without first invoking the aid of Diety”’. When
Washington needed help to sustain his personal morale in the darkest days
of the American Revolution at Valley Forge, he knelt in the snow and
talked to God.

It is suggested that the Valley Forge 1977 Christmas stamp depicting
Washington in prayer be the beginning of a masonic sub-topic of Prayer
on Stamps. Some other stamps that illustrate prayer are mentioned in the
following list:

U.S.A. May 26, 1928 #6456 Washington at Valley Forge, praying
Philippines (under USA) 1935 #389  Prayer at Magellan’s Landing
Great Britain 1964 #405 Henry V Praying at Agincourt
Australia (Xmas) Nov 6, 1957 #306-7 Praying Child
Irag May 7, 1971 #602-3 Mohammed Praying in Mecca
Ireland Sep 18, 1933 #88  Adoration of the Cross
Nigeria Dec 10, 1963 #154 Kneeling at Altar (Freedom of Worship)
Norfolk Island Oct 16, 1967 #115  John Adams’ Prayer
Belgium June 1941 #B284 Monk Praying
Comoro Island Feb 27, 1969 #77 Msoila Prayer Rug & Praying Man
#78 Each stamp shows
#79 different prayer positions
Ecuador 1948 #511-3  Freedom of Worship
Haiti Feb 28, 1959 #C140  Pope Pius XII Praying
Korea 1973 #855 Praying Family
Liechenstein (1959-64) 1960 #343 Family Saying Grace
Poland 1958 #833  “Kneeling Figure”
Rhodes (Italy Aegean Is.) 1929 #19  Crusader Kneeling in Prayer
Rio Muni Jul 12, 1963 #27-8  Praying Child
Romania 1941 #B169  Stephen the Great Kneeling in Prayer
Rwanda June 1970 #349 Man at Prayer, Mauritania
Saar 1955 #B106  “Praying Hands” by Durer
Vatican Oct 13, 1967 #457  Pope Paul VI Praying Before the
: Statue of Virgin of Fatima
Vatican 1966 FE18 “Pope Paul VI"' by Enrico Manfrini
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Canada
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Algeria
Austria
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China, Paoples Repub.

Ecuador
France
Israel

Israel

Israel
Japan
Korea
Mali
Poland
Sweden
Togo
Togo
Togo
Togo
Uruguay

1973
1966
1978
1981
1981
1971
1962
1977
1975
1978

1981
1941
1978

- 1979

1971
1951
1974
1979

1979
1977
1975
1979
1979
1976
1979
1979
1979
1979
1973

#352
451/452
768

116

418
148/149
368

439

560
1092

1198
B288
1489
1469
C474
B264
575
724

739
1274i5
976
322
2338
1198
1038
1039
C396
C397
871
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Virgin in Prayer

Praying Hands

Mere d'Youville praying
Children praying (S/S of 4)
Praying Madonna

“The Lord’s Prayer” (child's drawing)
Madonna in Prayer

Sacred Halim offering prayer
Prayer Niche, Madersa Sidi
Family Saying Grace at Table
Kneeling Virgin

Monk Praying

Praying Hands

Praying Woman

Blessed Anne at Prayer

Child at Prayer

Soldier With Prayer Shawl

Paper (Prayer for Peace) in crevice in
Western Wall

Praying at Western Wall

Praying Woman, 12th Century
Praying Soldier, Incense Burner

Boy Praying

Pope John Paul II, Cracow Cathedral
Prayer to Virgin Mary

Moslems Praying

Catholic Priests

Natives Praying

Protestant Ministers

Praying Hands
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HELP WANTED
POSITIONS OPEN - NEW YORK CITY

CATALOGER-TECHNICAL SERVICES ASSISTANT (Part Time) Entry level position
available fall of 1982. Seeking individual with some knowledge of library & or publishing
activities. Responsibilities will include cataloging Masonic materials in accordance with es-
tablished library procedures, liaison with Masons and the general public, maintenance of
information files, occasional reference assistance. Prior library experience and business and
management background helpful.

Hours and salary negotiable within the regular work week (Monday-Friday 9am-5pm).

Send resume to Dr. Allan Boudreau, Librarian, Grand Lodge Library and Museum, 71
West 23rd St., New York, New York 10010.

PHILATELIC AUTHOR - Masonic Stamp Club of New York seeks articles, original
manuscripts, and other original writings suitable for publication in the MASONIC PHILAT-
ELIST. If you are interested in having your philatelic writings published please send a
sample of your work to Dr. Irwin M. Yarry, Editor, MASONIC P‘?‘IILA'I‘ELIST. Masonic
Hall - Box 10, 46 West 24th Street, New York, New York 10010.

Visit The Masonic Stamp Club
Of New York, Inc. Lounge At The

ASDA National Postage Stamp Show
At New York Coliseum, New York City
November 18-21, 1982



Page 11

MASONIC CASSETTE RECORDINGS

(Suitable for Lodge Programs, Chapter Meetings
Open Meetings, or for individual education)

200 Years of Freemasonry in New York” by Dr. Allan Boudreau, re-
corded live at The New York Historical Society in New York City, 40
minutes.

““General George Washington” by Wendell K. Walker, recorded live at
Knickerbocker Chapter No 13, National Sojourners, United States Coast
Guard Support Center, Governors Island, New York Harbor, 25 minutes.

“Masonic Vignettes’’ by Wilmer E. Bresee, Grand Historian of the
Grand Lodge of New York, selections from the two part anthology ‘““Along
Masonic Trails”’ and ‘““Trails from East, West and South” by the author
himself, 60 minutes.

at $6.00 each

The Secretary

The American Lodge of Research
Masonic Hall - Box 210

46 West 24th Street

New York, New York 10010

Enclosed is my check for payable to The American Lodge of
Research. Please send me the following tapes:

_ *200 Years of Freemasonry in New York™ by Boudreau
___ “General George Washington’ by Walker
______ ““Masonic Vignettes” by Bresee

Name

Street and Number

City. State Zip
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Masonic First Day Cover Set Honors Washington’s 250th Birthday

To commemorate the 250th Birthday
of George Washington, an “unprece-
dented” set of five Masonic First Day
Covers was sponsored by four different
Masonic organizations. Proceeds from
sales of these sets will benefit Masonic
charity or building funds.

The Grand Encampment of Knights

. Bend Estompmant. Nuigets Fepe -0 84

imprinted envelope reproducing the new
U.S. postage stamp design, along with a
photograph of a Houdon bust which may
have provided the basis for the stamp
design. The Knights Templar Eye Foun-
dation, Inc., is featured on this cachet
(the first sponsored by the Grand Encamp -
ment), and proceeds from sales will go to
benefit this Templar philanthropy .

The Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite,
Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, U.S.A.,
has an imprinted envelope which repro-
duces a portion of the Allyn Cox portrait

of Washington laying the U.S. Capitol
cornerstone in Masonic ceremony and
clothed as Master of the Lodge. Accord-
ing to J. R. Allen, Vice-President of the
George Washington Masonic Stamp Club,
the U.S. postal service has never depicted
this event because it was done in Masonic

ceremony with Washington as President
and Master. This is also the first known
“First Day” cachet sponsored by the
AASR, NMJ,; proceeds will go to the
Museum of Our National Heritage in
Lexington, Massachusetts.

Two full-color imprinted envelopes
are sponsored by the George Washington
Masonic National Memorial. These repro-
duce the 46’ x 18’ Allyn Cox murals of
Washington clothed as a Freemason. (The
murals were presented to the Masonic
National Memorial by the Grand Lodge
of California 25 years ago on February
22, 1957))

1732 — George Wishington — 1963
260th Birthday

Layg The U 4 Conltes Curansions
I Maconie Crmmmy

W
Mansan Wataas Memeral

The set of five envelopes shows George
Washington as Freemason and President,
laying the U.S. Capitol cornerstone, as a
churchgoer, and as a family man, and
may be ordered, while supplies last, from
Sir Knight John R. Allen, Box 26135,
Richmond, Virginia 23260-6135.

(A sixth envelope with the Masonic
Memorial postmark is available for
another $1.50 when purchased with the
set, or $2.00 when ordered individually.)
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MASONIC INLAID

In 1980, Sir Knight William H. Wise, MSG, USA Retired, a member of
Ivanhoe Commandery No. 54, Van Wert, Ohio, located a picture of a table,
made of wood, inlaid with 174 Masonic emblems. The craftsman was his great
uncle, William K. McCalmon who died-in 1922. Based on the picture, Sir Knight
Wise made his own “Masonic inlaid”’ table as he relates below: '

“Every time the Apron is presented to

an Entered Apprentice and I hear, ‘May it
be your portion to hear from Him who.
sitteth as the Judge Supreme, the
welcome words, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant! Enter thou into the joy
of thy Lord!?’,” one name comes to mind
— that of William K. McCalmon, who
truly lived the life of a Mason.

“Brother McCalmon died April 21,
1922, at Orrville; Ohio, after a distin-
guished career in Lodge, York and Scot-
tish Rites. He was involved in a number
of civic endeavors and was in business asa
‘pictorial fresco and decorative artist.”

“Born in 1840 in Wayne County,
Ohio, he received his schooling in a one-
room schoothouse. He started painting
and woodworking at the age of 20 in
1860.

‘““William McCalmon entered
Freemasonry May 6, 1892, in Cedar
Lodge No. 430, F. & AM_, Orrville. He
was passed to Fellow Craft May 20 and
Raised a Master Mason June 3, 1892. He
went through Wooster Chapter No. 27,
R.AM,, in August and September 1893,
and entered Wooster Commandery No.
48, serving as Standard Bearer four times.
He was also a member of Emeth Lodge of
Perfection, A ASR., NM.J.

“Brother McCalmon not only seldom
missed attending Lodge, he was always
there with a helping hand. When it came
time to paint and decorate the interior of
the Masonic Temple in Wooster, Sir
Knight McCalmon took it upon himself
to complete the project.

“In January 1980, I found a picture of
a table Sir Knight McCalmon had made
for his daughter, circa 1915. The table

was inlaid with 3,062 pieces of wood, 96
kinds of wood, 174 Masonic emblems and
took him 565 hours to complete. The
workmanship was very detailed.

“I became so interested in the table, I
wanted to see if I could inlay one in the
same fashion. No one seems to know the
whereabouts of this table or what size it
was, so I only had the picture to go by.
The table I built was the size of a card
table, consisting of 63 different kinds of

-wood, 806 pieces of wood, 129 Masonic

emblems, 186:signs and designs, and took
125 hours to complete. Brother
McCalmon had mostly York Rite
emblems on his table; I added some for
Scottish Rite and Shrine, plus some
words of my own.

“My table [below] has drawn many
compliments from Brothers and Nobles in
this area. 1 only wish- T could locate
Brother McCalmon’s table to display it
along side.”

B deescd ET3 11

Sir Knight Wise lives at 503 South Chestnut
Street, Van Wert, Ohio 45891.
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As a Life Member of the George
Washington Masonic National
Memorial, you will receive a beautiful
lapel pin and a magnificent certi-
ficate personalized with your name.
A tax deductible gift of $250 qualifies
you for Life Membership.

Your gift of $100 gives you the
opportunity to be a Sustaining
Member of the Memorial. You, too,
will receive the distinctive lapel pin
to wear with pride.

Send your gift today to: George
Washington Masonic National
Memorial, Alexandria, Virginia 22301.

George Washington
Masonic National
Memorial

Alexandria, Virginia

Th
Pride o¢ a1

Freemasons

Masons Exhibit at World’s Fair

Knoxville, Tennessee, “Gateway to the
Great Smoky Mountains,” will host the
1982 World’s Fair (ak.a. the *“Interna-
tional Energy Exposition™) from May 1
to October 31, 1982, and Tcnnessce
Masons will participate with a special
exhibit devoted to Masonic education and
public relations on display at the Knoxville
Scottish Rite Temple.

Sir Knight J. Castro Smith, Past Grand
Master of Masons in Tennessee and Chair-
man of the World’s Fair Committee and
Masonic Education Committee of the
Grand Lodge, reports that the Grand
Lodge of Tennessee, F. & AM., will be
the sponsoring agent, with joint sponsor-
ship being shared by the Grand York Rite
Bodies, the Scottish Rite and the Shrine.
Affiliated Masonic bodies, youth and
women’s origanizations, will also be
provided space to display and distribute
materials.

The exhibit will include a First Day
Cover Masonic Stamp Collection owned
by the Knoxville Scottish Rite Bodies
(checked above by Dr. J. Castro Smith,
left, and Sir Knight Fred W. McPeake)
and a Masonic Trec Display showing all of
the Masonic bodies and their relation to
the Blue Lodge. Masonic events at the
Scottish Rite Temple dunng the six-month
Fair will include special degrec work and
presentation of an educational film,

Masonic visitors to the Fair are invited
to view the display at the Temple at 612
16th Street, located just four blocks from
the Fair area.
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Herman .
Pe Oy Box 1583

Bocz Raton, FL 33432
Dear Doc:

gﬁ? 2 e

Sorry to see the entirely fabricated Betsy Ross
story given dignity in that cartoon in the M.P.
I hbpe that vou will at leastset our readers
correct and let them know it is hokum.

There is no evidence at all to indicate that
George Washington ever heard of Betsy Ross. The
entire tale was manufactured by a descendant

a half century or more later. She did have an
order for a flag from a group in Barrisburg which
she made, but the design was established by law
by the Continental Congress long before.

They do not even know where she lived escept that
it was on the street where the so-called Betsy Ross
house is nows The house was turned down by the
Federal Government, the State of Pennsykvabia and
the city of Philadelphia, none of whom would recog-
nize it as her house without any evidence. A -priv-
ate group bought it and made it into a museum.

The design of the flag was ordered by Congress,
and records indicate the fact. The fiction about
Washington visiting her is a good fairy ta&e

but no more.

Some members might be int réﬁ%Z:/;n the ‘enclosed.

1 believe that this is the first time ever that
a doctorate was granted to a philatelist for
philatelic weiting.



CITATION FOR THE HONORARY DEGREE
OF
DOCTOR OF LITERATURE
FROM WILLIAM PENN COLLEGE

Herman Herst, Jr.

You are a native New Yorker, but were educated in
Portland, Oregon, where your grandparents settled in 1852
shortly after that city was founded. You were graduated
from Reed College in 1931, and then did graduate work at
the Portland Extension of the University of Oregon.

You are recognized in many philatelic circles as
the world's outstanding authority on United States
postage stamps. You have worked diligently to make stamp
collecting the most popular hobby in the world, and you
have given freely of your time and expertise in talking
and counseling with stamp clubs. You have written several
books in your chosen field, one of which, Nassaun Street,
became a best seller.

You have won every philatelic award of distinction
in the United States, including election to the American
Philatelic Society Hall of Fame, the prestigious John A.
Ivff Award, and the New Haven Award for Meritorious
Philatelic Service.

You have been on the board of the Philatelic Traders'
Society of London, and now serve on the board of the
American Stamp Dealers' Association. You are a past
president of the Society of Philatelic Americans, a past
president of your local Kiwanis Club, and a Thirty-Second
Degree Mason.

You have traveled world wide to advance your knowledge
of philately, and have given generously of your resources
to help young people develop an interest in stamp collect-
ing and possible stamp dealing. You have been a regular
newspaper columnist, and also have written extensively
for every recognized philatelic journal in the United
States.

__Z§%zi¢;f:j;f;;1£ZEu{Aéié;
Gus Turbeville
President

Zﬂﬂ- (B b
Roscoe Millett
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Given at Oskaloosa, Iowa
This 9th
Day of May, 1982




The Masonic Stamp-Club of New York

As a service to Club members, the Bulletin Board posts notices of activities
and offerings by the members of the Club. There is no charge for this service
at this time but this might change in the future. The decision of the editor
is final in regard to all matters.

Yorktown Victory Monument cachet, commemorating the Masonic cornerstone-laying
and including photograph of 1881 ceremonies. Stamped and postmarked October
18, 1981 with postmark from Yorktown. $1.25 plus SASE from Jolm Allem, P.O.
Box 26135, Richmond, VA 23260

AUSTRALTA - James R. Andersomn, 18 Pinelawns St., Lawnton, Queensland 4301,
Aunstralia collects police patches and badges of all countries, particularly
seeking Canadian Mounted Police and/or Scottish police items.

Washington-Rochsmbeau march cachets. Set of nine ( seven envelopes and two
postcards. One cachet postmarked Alexandria, Virginia, pictures the George
Washington Masonic National Memorial. $12.50 for the set. Order from John
Allen, Rochambeau Route Cachets, P.0.Box 26135, Richmond, VA 23260.

Perfin cover. Senator Everett Dirksen stamp perforated with Masonic Emblem
and first day posimark of Pekin, IL. Covers are $2.00 each plus #10 SASE
from Masonic Perfins, Box 654 Fair Lawn, NI 07410.

The American Lodge of Research. Premier Masonic Reséarch Lodge in the United
States. Annual Transactions printed and include scholarly articles on Masonic
history. For membership application and details send SASE to : The Secretary,
Box 210, Magonic Hall, 46 West 24th Street, New YORK, NY 10010. :

Netherlands, AASR Conference May 1981, special Masonic postmark,$1.25 each or
9 covers for $10.00 postpaid. Also a December 1981 cover for the 225th year
of the Grand Lodge in the Netherlands. -Mail to W. F. Smit, Utrechiseweg 33-C
6866 CH HEELSUM, Netherlands.

Walter F. Meier Lodge of Research No. 281, F.& A.M. Publishes papers of Masonic
Research. For further information and membership details. SASE to Charles B.
Crisman, Secretary 3319 S.W. 100th Street, Seattle, Washington 98146

Fraternity Post American Legion. All Masonic American Legion Post. Masonic
war veterans are eligible for membership in the American Legion. Send SASE
to Fred Weberpals 80-35 Springfield Blvd. Queens Village, WY 11427

FRANCE - Jean Proteau, 1 rue Verlain, 1700 La Rochelle, France desires ro
buy, sell, swap First Day Covers,



WANTED-Cachets featuring Masonic Youth Groups (Rainbow,DeMolay, Job's Daughters,
and/or Daughters of the Nile. Ray Walli, 207 Zion Way, Santa Ana, CA 92703

Henry Murray-Arlington Supplies Ltd. P.0.Box No. 143 Palmers Green, London
Ni3 4XN ENGLAND, Stamps—coins— Masonic Covers

ATTENTION-Letters to which you desire a reply must be accompanied by necessary
postage and a self addressed return envelope. Please do not send stamps and/or
other philatelic items:for our opinion or other information. We do not expettize,
evaluate, or identify philatelic material. We are not responsible for any un-
solicited material sent to use. The Editor-MASONIC PHILATELIST

MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF NEW YORK, INC. - Regular monthly meetings October through
June, 2nd Wednesday of rhe Month, 1:30 pm, at The Collectors Club, 22 Eaat 35th
Street, New York, New York 10016 Telephone 683-0559. (Members of the Club often
meet for informal dutch treat luncheon before meetings at Charlestown Gardens,
Penthouse, B. Altman's Department Store, 5th Avenue and 34th Street New York City.

175th Anniversary of Grand I.od,.o;e of Delaware Cover. $1.50 each or a complete set
of 10 envelopes each with different Masonic related stamps for $10.00. Donald D.
Thomas, 208 Sypherd Drive, Newark, Delaware 19711

A set of five (5) Masonic First Day Covers honoring the 250th birthday of Brother
George Washington $9.50 a set from J. R.  Allen, P.0.Box 26135, Richamond, VA 23260
Featuring Grand Encampment Knights Templar, AASR NMJ, George Washingtonm Masonmic
National Memorial, and Louisiana Lodge Wo. 102, F & A.M. (New Orleans).

GIANT CATALOG-An encyclopedia of materials for philatelists, graphic artists,
artists, designers, etc. 225 pages. Only $5.00 postpaid from Eagle Supply Co.
327 West 42nd Street, New York, New York 10036

55th Annual Empire State Grotto Convention in Albany September 17-20, 1981 specidl
cachet commemorating this event available for $1.00 each from Allen L. Anderson,
6 Dean Place, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 SASE required with all orders.

MASONIC POSTAL CHESS CLUB- Practice your Masonic Fellowship with other chess
players. Full details from Harry B. Slager. 6856 Cedral Place, Lemon Grove,
CA 92045

STEPHENTOWN BICENTENNIAL 1984 — Stephentown, New York -Named for Grand Master
Stephen Van Rensselaer will celebrate its Bicentenmial in 1984. Write to your
Congressman today and ask for a commemorative U.S.Postage stamp in 1984 honoring
Stephen Van Rensselaer — the "good patroon.™ i

WANTED - Statue of Liberty memorabilia, posters, cards, etc for exhibit in
Masonic Library. Please werte describing smything you care to donate to
Statue of Liberty Exhibit, Box 10, Masonle Hall, 71 West 23rd St., NYC 10010




The Masonic Stamp Club of New York

BULLETIN BOARD

Set of 2 covers commemorating "Masonry in New York Parade.," August 8, 1981
Tonawanda and North Tonawanda, New York $1.25 per set plus SASE from Donald
R. Graf, P.0.Box 547, North Tonawanda, New York 14120

Various Masonic Covers are available from Temple Stamp Club, Scottish Rite
Cathedral of Milwaukee, 790 N. Van Buren St., Milwaukee, Wiscomsin 53202

Masonic Cachets, Centuck Station Box 101, Yonkers, New York 10710. Send SASE
for up to date list of back issues of Masonic Stamp Club of NY covers available

Thomas CGardner 92 Pearl Street Essex Jet., Vermont 05452 Buy, sell, trade FDC's
and special events. Also wants back issues of MASONIC PHILATELIST

FRANFLIN D. ROOSEVELT PHILATELIC SOCIETY is compiling a list of cacheted
covers produced for Roosevelt stamps, to be published im the FIRESIDE
CHATS ( a publication of the Society). 'If you have issued such covers
please send prices, descriptions, samples, and/or photographs to:

The Franklin D. Roosevelt Philatelic Society

Gustav Dtejen, Jr. President

154 Lagima Court

St. Augustine Shores, Florida 32084

President Roosevelt was the nation's best known stamp collector. Yet when

stamp collectors think of him they usually call to mind the incident known

as Farley's Follies. The book that discloses the full story of that famous
ineident is available for $6.95, postpaid, from Louise Carfagno, BIA Exec.

Sec. 59 West Germantown Pike, Norristown, PA, 19401.

NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS
When submitting articles or Bulletin Board items to the MASONIC PHILATELIST
for possible publication, please be sure they are double spaced on standard 8 %
X 11" paper, with margins of at least one inch. In all cases the author's

name, Masonic affiliation, and full address should appear b th the title

Do not submit snapshots, color pictures, or polaroid pictures. ALWAYS
send elear black and white photographs and identify, on the back of the photo-
graph, the date, event, and names of those in the photograph. And please be

sure thar all names are spelled correctly!
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SPECIAL NOTICE
The EMPIRE STATE MASON is now published quarterly, February,
May, August and November each year. All members of The Masonic
Stamp Club of New York, Inc. regularly receive the EMPIRE STATE
MASON quarterly as well as the MASONIC PHILATELIST. Please

send any address. changes to:

THE MASONIC PHILATELIST

Circulation Department
71 West 23rd Street Box 10
New York, New York 10010
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{Paste old address label from latest issue of magazine)

Name Lodge No.

New Sireet Address

City State Zip

Date Eflective




ENROLLMENT APPLICATION

THE MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF NEW YORK was organized in 1934 for the pur-
pose of encouraging research and study in Masonic Philately, and to establish bonds
of good fellowship among Masons who are stamp collectors. The need for the organi-
zation has proved itself through the years with its ever increasing membership and
the formation of other Masonic stamp clubs in the United States.

Membership is open to all Master Masons throughout the World who are in good
standing in their respective Blue Lodges. The dues of $7.00 per year include sub-
scription to the MASONIC PHILATELIST, which is published by the club.

All members of the Masonic Stamp Club of New York are eligible to receive the Degree
of MASTER OF PHILATELY. This degree, which is not an official Masonic degree,
is worked one or two times a year,

Address all inquiries and Applications for membership to: Membership Committee
with remittance of $8.00 which includes the Initiation fee of $1.00 and $7.00 for the

first year's dues. The application blank below may be used. Detach it and fill it in
completely.

Please Address All Communications To The

MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF N.Y.

George H. Wettach
17-20 Well Dr.
Eair Lawn, NJ 07410

Date............ Applicant’s Signature. ... ... ..o i e

IMPORTANT: To avoid delay in passing on the application, please include satisfactory
proof -of membership in your lodge, such as a letter from the Secretary of the Lodge,
or a photostat of your current dues card.



“A MASONIC GUIDE
FOR THE EMPIRE STATE"”

by RICHARD H. BROWN

Past Master of The American Lodge of Research
A compilation of buildings, sites, monuments,
and legends of interest to Freemasons
Alphabetically arranged by county
profusely illustrated

Published by
The American Lodge of Research

A limited number of copies are available for sale
Order your copy now while the supply lasts
SEND IN THE ORDER FORM BELOW TODAY ! ! 1 !

The Secretary

The American Lodge of Research
Masonic Hall - Box 210

46 West 24th Street

New York, New York 10010

Enclosed is my check for $6.50 ($5.50 plus $1.00 for packing and mailing). Please send me one
copy of "A MASONIC GUIDE FOR THE EMPIRE STATE"”

Name

Street and Number

City. State Zip.




