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Honoring African American Freemasons

Christopher L. Murphy , BF

he African Grand Lodge of NortAmerican was formed by Bro.

Prince Hall (1735-1807) in the late 1700s. He was a tireless-aboli
tionist, and is regarded as one of the most promiA&itan Americans
in the early years of the Uniteda®es.This Grand Lodge is now named
the Prince Hall Grand Lodge. Members are termed, “Prince Hall
Freemasons.”

The Prince Hall Grand Lodge is now recognized (since about 1988)
by most Grand Lodges in the Uniteth&s.There are 51 Grand Lodges,
and 9 still do not recognize it. One other does recognize it, but does not
allow intervisitations.

Prince Hall was honored on a postage
stamp issued by Barbados in 1976
(Scott #443). He was definitely a
major civil rights worker so should be
honored on a US stamp along with all
the others depicted who have struggled
in this cause.

From its inception, the Masonic
Order has always considered all men to be eduadre are no provi
sions that exclude any rac®hen race is used as a detriment to
Masonic membership, this age-old Masonic principle is violated.

The following is a presentation of other postage stamps honoring
African American Freemasons who were members of the Prince Hall
Grand LodgeAll are US stamps save twé\s | proceed to review
stamps from other countries, | will likely find others and will present
them. The biographical information provided for each entry is from
Wikipedia.

AL AL LA

William James “Count” Basie (1904-1984)
was anAmerican jazz pianist, ganist, band

leader and composenn 1935 he formed his
own jazz orchestra, and in 1936 took them
Chicago for a long engagement and their fi
recording. He led the group for almost 50 yeal
creating innovations like the use of two “spli
tenor saxophonef@JSA#3096)

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc. 3
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James Hubet Blake (1887-1983), better known
as Eubie BlakeAmerican composelyricist, and
pianist of ragtime, jazz, and popular music.
1921, Blake and long-time collaborator Nobl
Sissle wrote the Broadway musi&iuffleAlong,
one of the first Broadway musicals to be writtg
and directed byfrican Americans (USA#2988)

JAZZ COMPOSER AND PLANIST

Nathaniel Adams Coles(1919-1965), known
professionally as Nat King Cole, was a
American singer and musician who first ca
to prominence as a leading jazz pianist. He
widely noted for his soft, baritone voice, whic
he used to perform in big band and jazz gen
(USA#2852)

William Edward Burghardt Du Bois (1868
1963) was armAmerican sociologist, historian
civil rights activist, Pan-Africanist, author an(
editor Born in Great Barrington, Massachuse
Du Bois grew up in a relatively tolerant and intg
grated community After graduating from
Harvard, where he was the fitdtican American
to earn a doctorate, he became a professor-of
tory, sociology and economics &itlanta
University Du Bois was one of the co-founders {
the NationalAssociation for thé\dvancement of Black Heritage USA
Colored People (NAACP) in 190QJSA#2617)

Edward Kennedy “Duke” Ellington (1899—
1974) was arAmerican composepianist and
bandleader of jazz orchestras. He led his orch
tra from 1923 until his death, his career spanni
over 50 years. He was based in Néwvk City
from the mid-1920s onward, and gained
national profile through his orchessaappear
ances at the Cotton Cluthough widely consid
ered to have been a pivotal figure in the histo
of jazz, Ellington himself embraced the phrag
“beyond category” as a “liberating principle,’
and referred his music to the more general ca
gory of “American Music,” rather than to a musi
cal genre such as “jazgdJSA#221)

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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Lionel Leo Hampton (1908-2002) was a
American jazz vibraphonist, pianist, percussid
ist, bandleader and actéiong with Red Norvo,
Hampton was one of the first jazz vibrapho
players. Hampton ranks among the great nal
in jazz historyhaving worked with a whe'who
of jazz musicians, from Benny Goodman a
Buddy Rich to Charlie Parker and Quincy Jong
In 1992, he was inducted into tAbama Jazz
Hall of Fame(Mali #622)

William Christopher Handy (1873-1958)
was anAmerican blues composer and mug
cian. He was widely known as the “Father
the Blues.” He remains among the most infl
ential ofAmerican songwriters. Handy was &
educated musician who used folk material
his compositions(USA#1372)

Matthew Alexander Henson (1866—1955) was
the firstAfrican AmericanArctic explorer He was
an associate of Robert Peary on seven voy3
over a period of nearly 23 yeaiey made six
voyages and spent a total of 18 years in exp
tions. Henson was invited in 1937 to becomg
member ofl he Explorers Club due to his achie
ment and was the firgtfrican American to be
accepted(USA#2223)

Josiah Henson(1789-1883) was an autho
abolitionist, and ministerBorn into slavery
in Charles CountyMaryland, he escaped t e
Upper Canada (now Ontario) in 1830, a B _ it
founded a settlement and labdeeischool "l Conada 32
for other fugitive slaves at Dawn, ne;
Dresden in Kent CountyHenson$ autobi
ography The Life of Josiah Henso
Formerly a Slave, Now an Inhabitant ¢
Canada, as Naated by Himself{1849), is
widely believed to have inspired the charg
ter of the fugitive slave, Gege Harris, in
Harriet Beecher t®we’s novelUncle Tom's
Cabin (1852)(CDN #997)

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc. 5
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Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968) was an
American pastor activist, humanitarian, and
leader in theAfrican American Civil Rights
Movement. He is best known for his role in thg
advancement of civil rights using nonviolent civi
disobedience based on his Christian beliefs. (
October 14, 1964, King received the Nobel Pea
Prize for combating racial inequality throug
nonviolence. Note: King was made a Mason at
Sight posthumouslyHe was scheduled to receive Uadlad !
his degrees but was assassinated. His wife accq Biack Hertage USA Loc
ed the honor on his behal)SA#1771)

Thurgood Marshall (1908-1993) was an
Associate Justice of the Unitethfs Supreme
Court, serving from October 1967 until
October 1991. Marshall was the Cosirg6th
justice and its firsAfrican American justice.
Before becoming a judge, Marshall was
lawyer who was best known for his high sug
cess rate in guing before the Supreme Cour
and for the victory in Brown .vBoard of
Education, a decision that desegregated pub
schools (USA#3746)

Asa Philip Randolph (1889-1979) was a
leader in theAfrican American civil rights
movement, thé&merican labor movement and
socialist political parties. He ganized and led
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, th
first predominantly black labor union. In the
early civil rights movement, Randolph led ong
of the first Marches owWashington which con
vinced President Franklin D. Roosevelt td
issue Executive Order No. 8802 in 1941, -ba
ning discrimination in the defense industries
duringWorld War 1l. The group then success
fully pressured President Harry Buman to
issue Executive Order 9981 in 1948, endin
segregation in the armed servicg8lSA
#2402)

Black Heritage USA

The Masonic $amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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Sugar Ray Robinson (1921-1989) was an
American professional boxdfrequently cited SUGAR RAY
as the greatest boxer of all time, Robinson R “so"
performances in the welterweight and mid
dleweight divisions prompted sportswriters t
create “pound for pound” rankings, where the
compared fighters regardless of weight. H
became the first boxer in history to win a divi
sional world championship five times. He wa
inducted into the International Boxing Hall of
Fame in 1990(USA#4020)

Usa

WORLD CHAMPION

Booker Taliaferro Washington (1856-1915)
was arAfrican American educatpauthoy orator
and advisor to presidents of the Uniteat&s. He
founded theTuskegee Institute oAlabama.
Between 1890 and 1915, he was the domin
leader in theAfrican American communityHe
was the firsAfrican American to be depicted o
a US postage stamp. It would be 35 years bef
another was honore(LUSA#873)

Whitney Moore Young, Jr. (1921-1971) was an
American civil rights leadeHe spent most of his
career working to end employment discriminatio
in the United &tes and turning the National Urba
League from a relatively passive civil rightgam
ization into one that aggressively worked for equ
table access to socioeconomic opportunity for tl
historically disenfranchised. In 196@pung was
awarded a Rockefeller Foundation grant for a pos
graduate year at Harvard University the same
year he joined the NAACRInd rose to become Black Heritage USA Ex
state president. He was awarded the Presiden
Medal of Freedom in 1968JSA#1875)

Appropriate depiction of notabksfrican Americans on US postage stamps only
came about after the mid 1970keir contribution téA\merican society is finally being
recognized, but full acceptance as valaterican citizens is sadly lackinghe issue
of “mind-sets” concerningfrican Americans is one that cannot be allowed to centin
ue as it is an &bnt to our basic value$he enactment of laws to rectify the “imbal
ance” help, but true change can only come about at the individual leval sithple
case of what is right and what is wrong—absolutely nothing more than that.

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc. 7
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| UNITED STATES OFAMERICA I

{ TOST™ANNIVERSARY OF
| THE ISTR AMENDMENT
| TOTHE cq;(g;ﬂmms

POSTAGE 5 .,‘

1863-1963 UNITED STATES 5 CENTS

EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION

(USA#902, 1233)

As philatelists, we like to “say things
with stamps."The two US stamps shown
here commemorate the emancipation of
all African Americans. In other words, in
1865 allAfrican Americans were dtial-
ly given equal status as citizens of the
United Sates.After 150 years they are
still fighting to achieve this right. It was a
God-given right to begin with, but that
was not enough for many people, so
America stepped up to the plate and
made it law (put it in writing).

America is world-renown as the
champion of freedom and has spent thou
sands of lives and billions of dollars to
help other countries in their quest for
democracy In this regard, African
Americans did more than their shavée
all know that having laws does not guar
antee that the laws will be respected anc
that equal opportunity and respect will be
offered to all peopleThat is the chal
lenge that the Unitedt&es and many
other countries around the world face
today

The current situation is definitely not
the will of mostAmericans. However
with a population of 314 million, there
are enough people “on the other side of
the fence” to continually fan the flames
of racism.

Brother Prince Hall was one of the
first recognized individual to take up the
cause forAfrican American equalityHe
undoubtedly saw that Freemasonry
embodied the process to unite men in &
common cause based on friendship,
morality, and brotherly loveThe fact that
so manyAfrican Americans embraced
Freemasonry is strong indication of their
high princples and desire to make the
world a better place.

The Masonic $amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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From the editors desk...

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was
the epoch of incredulityit was the season of Light, it was the season of

Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair...

harles Dickens opens with these memorable words in his epic fome,

Tale of o Cities(1859). Certainlynot much has changed 156 years
later On the “best” side we have phenomenal science and technoialgy
ing life easier and more enjoyable; on the “worst” side we have, (stated
plainly) the inability to get along with each other

| have studied our Masonic “dogma” and believe without any reserva
tions that it cannot be “topped” by any other “dogmas” whatever their
source. One of the main reasons here is that religion is left te cimaice.
Worship whatever deity you wish, here are the rules for getting along with
your fellow human beings.

I will venture to say that Freemasonry as agaaization probably has
the lagest number of famous people depicted on, or associated with,
postage stamps. | suppose it might be rivaled with “Catholiciaon@” if
there were such a hohbyhatever the case, the sheer number of famous
Freemasons is astounding, and this has to “say something.” How did the
Masonic Order attract so many remarkable people? | have used the word
“attract” because Freemasonry does not solicit members (quite unlike other
organizations).

Beyond doubt, every candidate was told exactly what was required of
him and given a choice to either proceed or withdiidwe result is obvious:
millions of men, including about the best men in all disciplines of human
endeavarchose to be Freemasons.

Our hobby of Masonic philately naturally just concentrates on postage
stamps. Only one individual in a million (or more) is accorded the honor of
depiction on a stamp. For certain, when that person is found to be a
Freemason, we have a right to be proud and the right tdeggyis another
example of how the Masonic Order is regarded by very credible people.

The tide of Freemasons from previous generations will continue to give
us new Masonic-related stamps. Howedepletion of our ranks will even
tually catch up, unless things turn around.

Freemasonrg “best of times” are definitely in the past, but it does not
have to be this wayt's all up to us.

N
—— ————
= ————

The Masonic $amp Club of Newyork, Inc. 9



ord FrederickArthur Sanley (1841-1908) is best known fo

hockeys prestigious tanley CupA monument to him graces the
entrance td/ancouvels Sanley Park, which is a bit Iger than New
York's Central ParkA Canadian postage stamp was issued to ce
brate the 100th anniversary of thea@ey Cup, as illustrated here.

The other night, | noticed a new ad card on the table at a local
called the OliverTwist. Lo and Behold! Our distinguished Brothe

The Masonic Philatelist

Another Honor for Lord Stanley

now has a beer that carries his name.

THE OLIVER TWIST PUB!

1897 Amber and Nable Pilsner
PINTS EVERY DAY

FORS5.00 55

I am not quite sure of the statement, “Loteriey
would be Proud.” For certain he would be amused i
this day and age, but back in the late 1800s, | am re;
ly not sure Whatever the case, times have change
and so have we, and | have no doubt that quality
the beverage would be up totd8leys Sandards.”
Lord Sanley was a member of Royslpha Lodge
No. 16, London, EnglandCanada Scott # 1460)

While we are “in the spirit,” | think | need to
mention that one of the biggest names in beer
Molson, named for its foundeand our eminent
Brother John Molson (S Pauls Lodge No. 374,
Montreal, Quebec—English register). He becam
provincial grand master for Montreal aldlliam
Henry (now Sorel), Quebec, in 18ZBhere is a
Canadian postage stamp that honors Molso
(Canada Scott AT7)

The very fine print you see at the bottom of the
ad has the words, “Please enjoy responsibly
Alcohol comes under the Masonic cardinal virtue
Temperancerhis lady does not call for the abolition
of alcoholic drinks—just moderation; in other words,
be responsible. Prohibition in the UnitettSs and
Canada was a very bad idea. It was discontinued
the US by our Brother Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

As Freemasons, we might recall the lessons ¢
the 24-inch gauge—there is definitely some time it
here for a “&nley’ or whatever else one might
choose.

The Stanley Cup was presented to the Dominion of Canada
in 1892 by Frederick Stanley, 16th Earl of Derby, during his
tenure as Governor General of Canada.

10 The Masonic $amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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The “Jack the Ripper” Nonsense

would venture to say that there is hardly a
brother in the English speaking world who
has not heard of the ridiculous Jack the
Ripper/Masonic connection. Indeed, we are
sometimes confronted with this issue, both

responding to alleged Masonic con-
nections to the Jack the Ripper
crimes.

From what | can see from the physical

half-serious or in jesAstounding and metic written evidence regarding the case, “Jack
ulous research on this absurd allegation hasis beyond illiterate, obviously deranged,
been performed by Bro. Paul M. Bessel. Hand would not have been associated witl

conclusion is as follows:

When carefully examined, there is
not a single piece of solid historical
evidence to support Stephen
Knight's claims of Masonic involve-
ment in the Ripper murders, a theme
central to several books and films,
including From Hell, the recent
graphic novel and film by the same
tile. On the contrary, there is consid-
erable evidence refuting these alle-
gations. Armed with the facts,
Masons should have no difficulty

Royalty or England upper class in any way
Nor would he have a stood a chance of gettin
into the Masonic Ordeif one might believe
he was himself a Freemason. Requiremen
are far too stringent. Of course, it will be said
that he was just pretending to be such, but
don't buy that for one moment.

What we have here is another journal
ist/author (8phen Knight 1951-1985), who
was not a Freemason, simply fabricating
information on a subject of which he knew
nothing. Bro. Bessel certainly sets him
straight, but MrKnight “cried all the way to
the bank.”

An envelope addressed by “Jack the Ripper” (as believed), and a clean
illustration of the postage stamp he used. The stamp is Scott GB #89,
issued in 1881, so he likely had it for quite some time. | think we can dub
Stephen Knight an anti-Mason, so perhaps put this stamp in your anti-
Mason section.

Here is Bo. Bessed website on this case <http://bessejlopperhtm>. His cedentials and a
listing of other work is her<http:/Mwwtallcedars.og/famous/bois/bessel.htm>. He iglyra

remarkable Masoniceseacher

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc. 11
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M ASONIC M ILESTONES

Centenaries of Events in the
World of Masonic Philately
For the Year 2015 — USA& Canada

1815 Andrew Jackson defeated thd
British in New Orleans. Jackson went on t
become President of the Unitedatgs.
Greeneville Lodge No. 3, Greeneville
TennesseqUSA#1261)

1815 Stephen Decatur neutralized th
pirates of the Barbary CoasA remarkable
American Naval Cfficer, he is thought to \
have been a member of a lodge in Marylafgl *% %
or Rhode Island—listed in Denslo{JSA
#791)

1815 sirth of sir Johna. Macdonald,
Canadas first Prime MinisterHe was eleet
ed to serve two separate terms. Johns
Lodge No. 5, Kingston, Ontario(CDN
#141)

1915 Death of BookefTaliaferroWash-
ington, foremost educator and author; found
of the Tuskegee Institute oflabama; first
African American to be depicted on a US
postage stamp. He was made a Mason at si
by the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of
MassachusettflUSA# 873)

The Masonic $amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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A Brother of the Cloth

ack in 1997 we published “Brothers o

the Cloth” (MPVol. 53, No.1). One of the
brothers listed is Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla
(1753-181). William Denslow sums up the
life of this distinguished Freemason as-fo
lows:

...Catholic priest who led the first
revolt against the Spaniards in Mexico :
and started the Mexican revolution QA&LALERIIPENADLY:
that resulted in their freedom five = WM
years later. In an attempt to improve

the condition of the natives, he proclaimed a revolt on Sept.
16, 1810 against the Spanish government. He seized
Guanajuato and Guadalajara and was joined by Allende and
Aidama. With an army of 80,000 he marched on Mexico City
in October 1810, winning the first battle, but was forced to fall
back when defeated by Spanish forces under Felix Calleja on
Nov. 6. He was overwhelmed by Calleja in January 1811 near
Guadalajara and was forced to flee north. He was betrayed to
the Spaniards, and after being degraded [defrocked] from the
priesthood, was executed at Chihuahua on July 30, 1811. He
joined Arquitechtura Moral Lodge of Mexico City in 1806.

Of course, eyebrows raise with the first two word “Catholic priése”
can see from the dates and a little arithmetic that Bro. Costilla was 53 years
old when he became a Freemason. For certain, he knew what he was doing
and evidently saw that Freemasonry was not diametrically opposed to the
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church.

Unfortunately the animosity and misunderstandings of the past still
casts a shadow on the subject of religion and Freemadoregsence, the
animosity was political in nature; nothing to do with theology or dogma.
Take a moment to look over the listings in “Brothers of the Cldthdse
brethren were extremely religious and extremely intelligéfe.can all be
very proud that they chose to become Freemasons; and perhaps consider this
in any discussions that crop up as to religion and Freemagdfeyico
#314)

__\_\\-?_‘\:\\}\_\\ A1} "l///////,{/;';:—//
=== =

i\\
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The Masonic Specialist

Note: This series is being updated with stamps subsequently issued showing
the image of the subject (Class Il stampé3o, other editing has been done.

ARNOLD, HENRY HARLEY (1886-1950); U.SAir Force oficer; avia
tion pioneer and first general of the UMt Force; Union Lodge No. 7,
Junction City Kansas.

Primary Samp: USA No. 2192
Year: 1988

Type: Commemorative

Issue: GreatAmerican Issue
Designer: Christopher Calle
MP Class:Class Il

Artwork: Not applicable
Design:H. H. ‘Hap’Arnold

Seconday Samp(s): USANo. 2191, C6, C49

Samp Facts: The pilot shown in the cock pit on secondary stamp No. C6
is said to bé\rnold.

Additional Masonic Information: Arnold was initiated in the stated lodged on
August 15, passed on September 15, and he received his MastesNDegpae

on November 3, 1927. He was als®®&8R Mason, receiving his 32nd Degree
onApril 11, 1929. He was then granted the honorary 33rd Degree on October 19,
1945. On November 21, 1958, the lodge at Edwairdsorce Base, California,

was constituted as General HenryAfhnold Lodge No. 791This lodge later
moved to the nearby town of Rosemond, California.

ASTOR, JOHN JACOB (1763-1848); fur tradefinancier; founder of Oregon
Territory; the city ofAstoria is named after him; Holland Lodge No. 8, Néark
City, NewYork.

Primary Samp: USANo. 783
Year: 1936

Type: Commemorative

Issue: OregonTerritorial Issue
Designer: Not indicated (=) — = |
MP Class:Class I e e
Artwork: Not Indicated

(1356 QAN TERRITORY

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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Design: Map of Oregorrerritory
Seconday Samp(s): USANo. 964,124

Samp Facts: The primary stamp (#783) commemorated the 100th anniversary
of the opening of the Oregderritory (1836)The city ofAstoria, Oregon, how

ever which is shown on the stamp, was founded in the spring df. 181
Unfortunately the first group of pioneers destined to arrive in June of that year
was either massacred by Indians or died in an explosion on their ship.

Additional Masonic Information: Astor was one of the founders of his lodge
(Holland Lodge). He served as master of this lodge in 1788. He was grand treas
urer of the Grand Lodge of NeWork from 1798 to 1801. He was a Knight
Templar and for a time, he was secretary of a commandery that met in the
Holland Lodge room.

ATCHISON, DAVID RICE (1807-1886); lawyerpolitical leader; senator
from Missouri; as presidepto tempoe of the senate, he was president of the
United Sates for one day (March 4, 1849) when ZacHaryor refused to be
inaugurated on a Sunday; Platte Lodge No. 56, PlatteNdggouri.

Primary Samp: USANo. CE1 il
Year: 1934 e
Type: Commemorative ' oo
Issue: Air Post Special Delivery
Designer: Franklin Delano Roosevelt
MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not applicable

Design: Great Seal of the United&es

Seconday Samp(s): None

Samp Facts:Although not acknowledged in thefiofal list of U.S. presidents,

the legal “stand-in,” David Ric&tchison, was president of the Unite@t8s for

one day—March 4, 1849, a Sundélgis was the day Zachafaylor was sup

posed to be inaugurated as president. Howelaylor was a staunch
Episcopalian so he postponed the event to the following MoAddkie ofice

of vice-president was not yet filled, coverage of the presiderfiiz &ll to the
presidenipro tempoe of the senate, David Ri&chison.What happened on

that day? By his own admissigkichison slept most of the dagrriving at the

office quite late. His senate colleagues jested with him about changing certain
cabinet posts seeing he was president and the day just quietly slipped into histo

ry.
The Masonic $amp Club of Nework, Inc. 15
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The primary stamp was designed by Franklin Delano Roosevelt
he was president of the Unitetaf®s. Howevera number of people cen
tributed to the design of the Great Seal, among who was Benjs
Franklin and other possible Masoii$is fact has led to the conclusio
that some of the symbols on the Great Seal (both sides) are Masor,;
nature (eagle, stars, clouds, pyramid, all-seeing eye, etc.).

Note on the EagleThe bald eagle is the national emblem of the Unit
States. It would, therefore, seem to make more sense if the eagle us
the Great Seal of the Unitetb$es were the bald eagle rather than the eag

feathers on the back of the eagléead (extends beyond the head). It
apparent other people have been of this opinion because the original
of heraldry used for the seal in 1782 was changed to a bald eagle in |
The next revision in 1902 continued with the national bird. Howexftar ¥ e ﬁ
1964 the heraldry side won the toss because the eagle of heraldry wa i
(almost with a vengeance)

simply a rufled feather
The adjacent illustrations show thefdrent eagles used for the Gres
Seal throughout historyrew people would disagree that the eagle of hiFERRENT

aldry is the most impressive for a seal. Howgewething is really lost by
making the eagle a bald eagle and thereby using the actual national emblem of the
United Sates.

Suggested Head

(Left) The seal | obtained in Washington D.C., in 1995 and found that it was created after
1964. (Center)) The current seal shown on Wikipedia. It has definitely been redesigned,
but now reminds me of a sea gull. | prefer the more “aggressive” eagle on the 1965 seal.
Really, all they had to do was get rid of its topnotch and do a little touch-up as shown on
the right. Bald eagles are very aggressive looking birds—I see them regularly.

16 The Masonic $amp Club of Newyork, Inc.
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AUDUBON, JOHN JAMES (1785-1851); ornithologist; noted U.S. artist;
no documentation of Masonic membership; he referred to himself as a
Mason and a “brother” in his personal diary

Primary Samp: USA No. 847
Year: 1940

Type: Commemorative

Issue: FamousAmericans Issue
Designer: Not indicated

MP Class:Class Il

Artwork: Not indicated
Design: John JameA&udubon

Seconday Samp(s): USANo. 1241, 1863, 3236e, 3650, C71

Samp Facts: The secondary stamp(s) No. 1241 and C71 have exactly the
same design, that of two birds. It was taken fromAadubon painting,
which is said to be entitle@olumbia JaysHowever the birds shown in the
painting are Collies magpie jays.

Additional Masonic Information: Audubon referred to himself as a
“Mason” and a brother” in his diarfle also made other Masonic references
in his personal letters. In a letter he wrote to his wife, Lheystates that he
can still see his good friend, Dé\Clinton, Grand Master and governor of
New York, presiding over the Masonic Knighting of Lafayette in Néwk
with Robert BakewelAtterbury, Lucy’s first cousin, standing beside the
Marquis at the ceremonyn another letter he mentions a.Mgently and
states that: “MrBently is a brother Mason.” Furthermofajdubons jour

nal entry for SundgyMarch 18, 1821 describes the Masonic initiation-cere
mony of a Mr Liautaud Audubon states: “My being a brother entitled me at
once to a seat.”

AlthoughAudubon was known to be eccentric, his journals were factu
al and well-writtenThere would be no purpose in including information that
would deceive the readeklso, his wife,Alice, was a school teacher and
apparently an extremely astute woman. It does not appear reasonable that
Audubon would include information in his letters to her that was not true.

Nevertheless, some further unusual information has come to light on
Audubon— he claimed to be Louis XVII of Franéd the story goes, Louis
XVII was born in 1785, the same yearfsdubon.After Louis XVI was
deposed (guillotined) in 1793, his son, then 8 years old, was imprisoned and
reportedly died of tuberculosis in 1795 at the age of ten. Howelaglame
Simon, the wife of the bog’jailer, asserted in 1814 that the boy had been
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replaced with a dumb child who had rickets and the young king was smug
gled out of the prison in 1794. She did not know what became of him. Over
the next fifty years, 70 men claimed to be the elusive Windubon was one

of them.

AUGUSTA, ALEXANDER T. (1825-1890); physician and geon; first
African American commissioned fider in the UniorArmy; also, he was the
first African American to head a hospital in the Unitet8s; Mason (no
details); Prince Hall &fiation.

Primary Samp: USA No. 2210
Year: 1986

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Public Hospitals

Designer: Uldis Purins

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not applicable

Design: Hospital sign and building

Seconday Samp(s): None

Stamp Facts: Hospitals can trace their origination to public alms houses
which started in England during the 16th centimythe United &tes, the
earliest almshouse that became a hospital was the Philadelphia General
Hospital which opened about 1731 and stayed in operation until 1977.

Additional Masonic Information: The fact thaAugusta was a Prince Hall
Freemason was reported in the Masonic News Quarterly—Prince Hall
Freemason, Southern Jurisdiction ii@mson collection onAfrican
American Freemasonry).

AUSTIN, STEPHEN FULLER (1793-1836)American frontier coloniz
er; established settlements Texas and was commanearchief of the
Army of Texas; first secretary of state of the Republid@fas; Louisiana
Lodge No. 109, § Genevieve, Missouri.

Primary Samp: USANo. 776
Year: 1936

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Texas Centennial
Designer: Alvin R. Meissner
MP Class:Class Il
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Artwork: Not applicable
Design: Sam Houston, t8phen FAustin and the\lamo

Seconday Samp(s): USA No. 938, 1043, 2204

Stamp Facts: The picture of thélamo shown on the primary stamp (#776)
is quite diferent from that of the secondary stamp No. 104% primary
stamp may also be said to commemorate the deate@fh&Austin (1836).

Additional Masonic Information: Austin was initiated in Louisiana Lodge

(first lodgeWest of the Mississippi), on June 23, 1815. He was 22 years old
at that time.The lodge was then under Pennsylvania chalnefexas, he
headed the first attempt to establish a lodge. He and several other Masons
petitioned theYorkino Grand Lodge of Mexico for a chartéwustin was
named to be the first master of the new lodge, but the petition was lost and
the lodge was not formethe city ofAustin, Texas andiustin Lodge No.

12, in that city are named after him.

AUSTIN, WARREN ROBINSON (1877-1962); lawyer; first U.S. ambas
sador to the United Nations; originally a member of Brattleboro Lodge No.
102, BurlingtonVermont.

Primary Samp: USA No. 928

Year: 1945 S OWARD
Type: Commemorative UNITED NATIONS
Issue: United Nations Conference Issue APRIL 25,1945

FRARNL B SODSEVE

Designer: Not indicated

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not applicable

Design:“ TOWARDS UNITED NATIONS”

Seconday Samp(s): None

Stamp Facts: The primary stamp pays tribute to President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt who called the conference that led the way to ¢famiaation of
the United Nations.

Additional Masonic Information: Warren later dfliated with Franklin
Lodge No. 4, § Albans,Vermont. He was a recipient of the Distinguished
Achievement Medal of the Grand Lodge of N¥ark. He was a Knight
Templar and 33rd DegréASR Mason.
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AUTRY, GENE (1907-1998); singeractor producer writer; made first
phonograph records of western songs; Catoosa Lodge No. 185, Catoosa,
Oklahoma.

Primary Samp: USA No. 4449
Year: 2010

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Cowboys of the Silver Screen
Designer: Not indicated

MP Class Il

Artwork: Not applicable

Design: GeneAutry

Seconday Samp(s): No. 1252

Stamp Facts:

Additional Masonic Information: Genfgutry received his Masonic degrees
in the stated lodge in 1927. He was a 32nd degre8R Mason and a

Shriner (Malaika Shrindemple, LosAngeles, California).

AVERS, HENRY G. (1886-1947); mathematician; chief mathematician of
the Geodetic Survey (1942); Mason (no details).

Primary Samp: USA No. 1088
Year: 1957

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Coast and Geodetic Survey
Designer:Harold E. MacEwen

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not applicable

Design: Flag of Coast and Geodetic Survey and ship at sea

Seconday Samp(s): None

Samp Facts: The primary stamp commemorates the 150th anniversary of
the founding of the Coast and Geodetic Survéys service surveys and
chartsAmerican coasts and harbors.

Additional Masonic Information: While Avers’ lodge afiliation is not
known, it is known that he was a 32nd degk#&R Mason and a Shriner
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AXTELL, SAMUEL B. (1819-1891); political leader; first governor of
New Mexico;Amador Lodge No. 65, Jackson, California.

Primary Samp: USANo. 1191
Year: 1962

Type: Commemorative

Issue:New Mexico $atehood Issue
Designer: Robert J. Jones

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not applicable

Design: Shiprock

g

ulk

[IC0. HIATERGOD
S TAPOSIMGE & e

Seconday Samp(s). None

Stamp Facts: The primary stamp shows Shiprock which is a mass ef vol
canic rock on the Navajo reservation near Farmington, New Mekim®.
shape of the rock resembles a ship in full sail. It towers 1,400 feet above the
New Mexico plainA Navajo Indian legend says the landmark was once a
giant bird which brought the tribe to the state.

Shiprock must not be confused with Ship Rock Peak, another mountain
in the same area, which is 7,178 feet hifine Navajos call this mountain
the Rock withwings.

Additional Masonic Information: Axtell helped oganize and presided
over the first meeting of the Grand Lodge of New Mexico.

Note to Seniors

If you do not have access to the Internet, you ca
%o to your local public library, which will likely
ave computer stations. Simply ask one of the
librarians to bring up our website and show you
have to use it.Take along a copy of the MPand

show the librarian the back covey which has our
site address. Library staff will be happy to assist
you, and you will be surprised how easy it is to us¢
the Internet.
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Our Remarkable Brother Ben Franklin

ew highly acclaimed notables in the history of t

world can match Benjamin Franklin (1706—-1790f iSRSNI
He was proficient in many disciplines and is likely o ; :
of the most (if not the most) remembered person in
tory besides Gege Washington.

He certainly was not a handsome man—sha
(squat in later years), and probably started going b
at an early agelWe are told that he certainly “had 4
way with the ladies,” so we have to add “charm” to g
of his other astounding attributes.

Franklin came along at a timeAmerican history
when they really needed “a guy like that.” He was 2
years older than Gege Washington (1732—-1799), sa
would have been considered a bit of a “father figurgg
and perhaps herein lies a part of the reaspE
Washington joined the Masonic Order

Franklin became a Freemason in 1731. He wo
likely have joined for reasons of fellowship—a
opportunity to mingle with other intellectuals. He
became extremely active in the Ordso evidently
found everything to his liking.

In 2006, the US issued four excellent postag
stamps honoring Franklin and his achievements,
shown here.

The first stamp is titled “BENJAMIN FRANK-
LIN, STATESMAN.” The figures in the background
are (left to right) JohAdams, Roger Sherman. Robe
Livingston,Thomas Jdérson, and Benjamin Franklin.
This stamp, | believe, is the second US “doub
image” stamp (first is #2513). In the foreground
Franklin's famous political cartoon with the word;
“Join, or Die.”We see a snake chopped-up represe
ing the various colonies (adjacent imagé)e message
is that if you dort join the revolution, you will die
under British ruleWe also see the Declaratias to
Independence presented to Congrédsss is not the
actual Declaration of Independence that was signed|| @ &as
Congress, it came latdfranklin was involved in both || = -
and printed the documentéle also see hand-writtennf J O I N, or DI E.
information in French that says: r8aty of possible :
and defensive allianc&he mostChristian King and...”
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This is the title and first line of a treatyno stamps; people wrote their names in the
between the Unitedt&esand France nego top corners of envelope$hose receiving
tiated by Franklin and othergvhat it did mail—not the senders—paid the postage.
was ensure France that if it went to warhe postmaster (in this case Franklin)
with Great Britain, then the US would sidesigned envelopes. Franklin signed them
with France. “B. Free Franklin” as a protest against
The second stamp is title “BENJAMINBritish rule. It appears that he got “under
FRANKLIN, SCIENTIST” We see the wire” by showing a “B” (initial) for the
Franklin in the background with a kite in avord “Be.” In the background we see a
thunder storm, experimenting with light post-rider and in the foreground an enve
ning (electricity).We are lucky he did not lope/letter signed by Franklifthere is also
get “fried” but he evidently knew what hewhat appears to be a cancellation impres
was doing.There are also scientific draw sion. The letter/envelope would have been
ings. Again, we have another “doubleof the nature | explained in the March
image” stamp. 2014,Masonic PhilatelistVol. 20, No. 1
The third stamp is titled “BENJAMIN pages 18, 19), however postage stamp:
FRANKLIN, PRINTER.” Here we see were some 57 years beyond Franklin’
Franklin with a front page of thetime.
Pennsylvania Gazett@, front cover from I have written before about the US
his Poor Richad Almanac and a book stamp that inadvertently shows Frankdin’
showing Franklin as the printer arch-enemyEnglands Geoge Ill. He is,
The last stamp is a little dérent. It “The most Christian King,” referred to in
shows the title “B. FREE FRANKLIN, the hand-written note shown on the first
POSTMASTER.”The meaning of this is stamp. Just to kind of “round thingsf,6f
that in Benjamin Franklig' day there were here is the stamp showing Ggerlll:

The coin in the back-
ground (arrow) shows the
likeness of George IlI.
The colonies did not have |
Lﬂlll J‘\t LS “ their own coins at that
o'The \ \ time, so used British coins.
C}Lx's‘c & q N e " 4 The actual coin illustrated

was over-stamped by an
Haym Sa]om:_m @ Financial Hera§ American colonist.

Bro. Ben Franklin was a member oMasonic Specialisas we move forward
St.  Johns Lodge, Philadelphia,with this series. WSA #4021-4024,
Pennsylvania. His Masonic activities ard561—-Salomon was also adamason)
extensive and will be provided iiithe
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Brother Ford’s Enduring Legacy

st the word B rrires STates my. Car performance and reliability dramati

‘Ford” immedi cally improved. New technology essentially
ately brings to mind eliminated flat tires and “rust-buckets.”
fabulous automobiles
and often a flash-
back of the first car
we owned back in the 1940s or 1950D8is
was all brought about by our eminent Brothe
Henry Ford (1863-1947). He did not inver|
the automobile, but he did something equaliy
important—he brought it within the purse Geneéral Motors 1950s concept car.
strings on the averagenerican.

The repercussions were astoundin
Americans could now travel many miles vers
quickly and in reasonable comfort (becominisy
much greater as time went on). People we,
brought together more than at any time in h
tory. Travelers from the lge cities became
“tourists,” and stimulated the economy in a
the little towns, villages, and historic site:
right across the nation.

The demand for cars was so great that the Henry Ford was a member of Palestine
automobile industry became the back-bone bbdge No. 357, Detroit, Michigan, and a 33°
the American economyDetroit with its mas AASR Mason.
sive manufacturing facilities became world- The US and Canada (mainly) have issuec
renown. some beautiful stamps depicting caise three

Cars themselves became more and mar&in Freemasons who pioneered the automc
beautiful—absolute works of art. From thdive industry were Henry FordyValter P
mid 1950s to 1960 they reached their peak @hrysler and Robert Samuel McLaughlirhe
“artistic beauty Not only were they beautiful, US issued a stamp in 1960 ( shown below) the
but also very powerful, extremely comfortablean be used for all brethren related to the-autc
and reliableThe high-end models (Cadillac,motive industry(USA#1286A, 162)

Lincoln, and Chrysler Imperial) were so exot
ic you stopped in your tracks when one went
by. I recall thinking what cars would be like 50
years in the future.

The “wonderful” 1950s concept cars
never went into productioA more scientific
approach was taken with the emphasis on
aerodynamics, safetgracticality and econo

A 1957 Lincoln Premiere. | think Bro.
Henry would have approved.

WHEELS OF FREEDOM

UNITED STATES POSTAGE

24 The Masonic &amp Club of Newyork, Inc.



The Masonic Philatelist

Sam McLaughlin —Another Automotive Brother

rother Robert Samuel “Sam’

McLaughlin (1871-1972)
was an influential Canadian bus
nessman and philanthropist. H
started the McLaughlin Motor|
Car Company in 1907, one of th
first major automobile manufac
turers in Canada, which evolve
into General Motors of Canads.
member of Cedar Lodge No. 27(
Oshawa, Ontario, McLaughlin
was a Royalrch Mason, Knight
Templar AASR Mason, and
President of the Oshawa Shri
Club.

The “Big Three” automobile
manufactures (Ford, Chrysle
and General Motors) had thei
heyday in the 19503 here was
fierce competition among them
Automobile dealers did not mi
makes, were extremely loyal to their brand, and proud of their dealeships.
man often stayed with one brand and became associated with it (Ford man,
Chrysler man, GM manjCDN #22841490e)

GENERAL MOTORS GOLDEN FIVE for 58

e
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Please note that the following series is general in nature.
The entries are not intended to be Masonic-related.

STAMP RANT

Errors, Oddities & Oversights
USA & CANADA
Book One: Design Anomalies — Part 5

Samp collecting was promoted
y the U.S. Postal Service wit
this special stamp.The stamps
shown in the stamp design bac
ground and the stamp on the cov
in the foreground were issue
September 18, 1887. Howeydhe
postmark on the cover envelop
shows the date June 16, 1886. Ho
could a stamp be canceled over-fi
teen months before it was issued?
is evident the stamp designers meant to use stamps issued in
1883 or 1885, which have the same design. Eelaents of

the stamp used and postmark folldWSA#2198, 213)

S EATE ..‘-c\‘«‘%

e o
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WILLIAMSBURG WONDER

his stamp commemorated thg

ratification of the United
States Constitution in 1788Che
official Postal Service descrip
tion for the stamp statesiThe
central design is a reproductio
of a colonial-type courthouse,
with two horsemen in the foreground, one in the act of mount
ing and the other galloping away carrying news of the ratifi
cation.” The building shown is designed after the courthouse
in Williamsbum, Virginia., However that building does not
have pillars holding up the portico Nevertheless, pillars were
added in 191 and then removed in about 1932 to restore the
building to its original design. Could it be that the stamp
designer used an out-dated photo for his design? Coupled
with this, there seems to be a question as to where the
Constitution was ratified—Wiamsburg or Richmond? My
guess is that the postal service found themselves in this
dilemma after they had designed the stap.a result, they
simply said that the building was representative and did not
show a specific location for it. Nevertheless, it might be
noted that the Scott Catalogue shows “Old Courthouse,
Williamsbug, Va.” (USA#835)

WILLIE WASNT THERE

his stamp showing SiWilfrid Laurier

(1841-1919) is one of the stamps in Carad:
Sixtieth  Anniversary of  Confederation
(1867-1927) seriesThe word “CONFEDERA
TION” is shown on the stamp as can be clea
seen.Why Sir Wilfrid Laurier is honored in the
Confederation series is totally beyond compre
hensionAt the time of Confederation, Laurier was 26 years old and
had not yet entered politics! Laurier was not one of Casdttthers
of Confederation. Certainljne was a distinguished statesman and
could have been one of the Fathers. He did not, howbeeome
involved in Federal politics until 1874, seven years after
Confederation(CDN #144)

The Masonic &amp Club of Newyork, Inc.
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WINDOW PAINS

unston Hall, the home c

Geoge Mason, is shown o
this stamp. Mason himself we
also shown on a stamp—twent
three years after his house w
depicted.

Mason, therefore, becomz
the only person on a U.S. sta
to have his real estate hono
first. While Mason himself we ;
missed, there is also someth
missing on the Gunston H:
stamp— the basement window:

It is certain such window ;
were in the original building
Kevin Shupe of the Gunston Hall
Library tells us the original windows probably had vertical
bar grills, one of which still survives on a basement window
at the back on the other side of the building. If the stamp
designer Rene Clarke, purposely excluded the windows for
design purposes, he would have been wise to have shown
more shrubbery(USA#1108, 1858)

1758 - 1958 - GUNSTON HALL ;?ZI

WRONG PICKETT PICcK

In preparing for the design of thig
stamp, the stamp designers picked
photograph of the wrong person
Rather than the famous Bill Picket
(1870-1932), one of Bil§ relatives
was chosen for the desigiihe error
was noticed by Bils descendants sa
the stamps were recalled and a reviss
stamp was prepared and released.
Unfortunately some of the original
stamps had been released prior to the recall resulting in & night
mare for the U.S. Postal Servicehe matter was resolved by a
limited “sale by lottery” of the recalled stamg&lSA#2869Q)

The Masonic $amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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Book Two: Design Curiosities — Part 1

Intr oduction: In this category the stamp design has been
examined/researched and various curiosities revealed. Such are not
errors, although in some cases they might be. Genetladly are

just amusing facts as a result of applying logic and common sense,
along with being highly critical (which is simply fun).

AGING STAGING

hen this stamp was issued

there were about 230 million
people in the United t8tes of u
America. Remarkablyt appears the ‘OF 2
designer of the stamp, Paul Callg A v
was unable to find an elderl
American couple to model for him.
The couple shown on the stamp are Canadian citizens—aihdir
Mrs. Joe Ackle. The children shown are their grandchildren.
Hopefully the children arAmericans, which would give the stamp
a 50% domestic conter(tJSA#2011)

ANY OLD PORT IN A STORM

his Canadian postage stamp commem

rated the centenary (1862-1962) of t
City of Victoria, which is located on
Vancouver Island, (now part of Britis
Columbia).The stamp features a reprint of th
design used for the first two stamps planned
be issued jointly by British Columbia ang
Vancouver IslandThe design is strange fo
three reasons. First, the reprinted stamp
made in 1860, not 1862. Second, if the reprint represents the first
stamp planned to be issued (a non-perforated version), then it shows
a stamp that was never placed in use. Finétlg original stamp
(and reprint) shows “a&hcouvers Island” (plural) for ‘dhcouver”
(singular).There was likely a reason for this; howeverant find
anything. If it were possessive (i.&ancourveis) then perhaps it
would refer to Captain Gege Vancouver from whom the island
got its name. In other words, his islag@DN #399)

Aging o
toget her ™
LSA (', P,

The Masonic $amp Club of Newyork, Inc.
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APPARATUS STATUS

he design of this stamp is based on ap

tograph of an early (1938) electron micra
scope.The photograph of the “scope” praba
bly used by the stamp design&oger Hill,
and the microscope shown on the stamp &
compared in the following illustrations. It is
immediately seen, of course, that there are d
ferences between the two microscopéke
major diference is the apparatus mounted ¢
the right side (facing) of the microscope in the photograph. Roger
Hill did not include this apparatus in the stamp desSitre. question
one must therefore ask is, would the stamp microscope wieid ef
tively and produce an image (as seen in the stamp background)
without the additional apparatué2DN #1208)

ANADA 37

ELECTRON MICROSCOPE

The Masonic &amp Club of Newyork, Inc.
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APRON ART

he design of this unusual
Newfoundland stamp is said to be
based on the Royahrch Masonic
apron worn byThomas Dundas, the . 5 & .
second Earl of Zetland (1795-1873 POSTAGE, THREE PENCES
Dundas was Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of England from 1844 to 1870. Howeresearch done
by Bro. Larry Burden revealed that the three flowers (in circles) are not
Masonic in natureThey are symbols of Great Britain which were used
on RoyalArch regalia for general ornamentatidimat such were sim
ply the inspiration for the stamp is probably the c@$ED #3)

ARBOR DAY DIGGINGS

he boys stance on thidrbor Day stamp is

amusing.The boys right foot is not pushing
down the shovel as his stance implies. His fo
appears to be on the ground, but it is impossi
to assume such a stance on level ground
both feet on the surface.

The adjacent enlgement of the stamp detai
shows the bog unusual stanc@he stamp was p=m
definitely modeled by real children as they hay
been identifiedThey are Ruth anélvin Hall Jr., §
the daughter and sonAlvin W. Hall, director of J-L
the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing at t m..-..:‘u-\::“
time. (USA#717) -

ARRIVAL DEPARTURE

his stamp was issued to celebra

the 175th anniversary of thg
arrival of Lafayette inAmerica.
However the stamp just shows,
“ARRIVAL OF LAFAYETTE IN
AMERICA 1777.” As “anniversary”
is not mentioned, the 40-stAmerican flag is technically out of
place.The nation certainly had a flag in 1777 which is seen on
another US stamp, #1350 issued in 1968. Given the circumstances,
the 1777 flag would have been far more appropriate for this stamp
(i.e., the flag in use when he arrivef)SA#1010)

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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ARTISTRY AND REALITY

n the scene depicted on this stamp, t

man with the ram-rod loading the canno
is doing so from the lefiVe have to assume,
therefore, that this man is either left-hande
ambidextrous or right-handed but prefers
work from the left with some things. In re
ality, having a man with any of these attributes is ideal in the sit

uation depicted. Such a man would not get in the way of the man
who loads the cannon balls. He would merely step back to let the

other man do his job. In a normal situation, howgbeth men
would probably be right-handed and would therefore both work
on the same side of the canndMhile the action in the stamp
design is certainly possible, it is unlikely has been suggested

that the stamp design may have been inadvertently reversed. In
other words, what we should be seeing is a mirror image of the

scene. Howevemwhile this conclusion corrects the man with the

ram-rod, it raises the same questions with the other man. Given

this analysis, what we have with the design is gdaneasure of

artistic license. In other words, the scene is more artistically
acceptable in the way it is shown. Having both men on the same

side of the cannon would ruin the actidrhe following is an
enlagement of the stamp detail showing the m&SA#629)
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B.C.sBeEauTIFuUL BUTTON

esign of this highly attractive British|§

Columbia stamp was based on a Royjg#
Engineers uniform buttonThe distinctive “V” i
stands for QueeXictoria. (BC #7)

f the baby used for the design of this 198

U.S. stamp is a boy and if he could be ide
tified, then other than the Christ infant, th
depicted baby would be the only identifiabl
male baby on a U.S. postage stamp to t
time. In Canada, the same situation applies
the next stamp (righthis stamp, howeveis
not directly from a photograph as with th
U.S. Samp. Nevertheless, a model had to
used for the design.
The youngest identifi [
able male shown on af
U.S. or Canadian
stamp is King Edward §
VII. He is seen on the §
adjacent (left) New-
foundland stamp,
which shows the king
when he was about three years old.

The Christ infant, of course, is depicte§ .+
on many Christmas issue stampkhe §
sources used for these stamp designs afe
very often old paintings, such as seen on the following Canadian
stampsThe stamp on the top is from a painting by Hans Memling.
The stamp below is from a painting by Nardo di Cione. Both artists
lived in the 14th centuryUnfortunately when we look at these
paintings and certainly many other early paintings showing the
Christ infant, we immediately sense that there is something wrong
with the infant—it looks too old to be a bae reason we get this
impression is because many early artists never took the trouble to
determine the proper and natural proportions of human infants.
birth, the head of a human baby is about one-quarter (25%) to one-

The Masonic $amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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third (33%) the size of its standing height.two
years of age, the head is about one-fifth (20%)
standing heightAt maturity (adult) the head is
about one-eighth (13%) the standing heigimere
are also a lot of other considerations related
facial feature together with the shape of an infan
body and limbs. Human infants are not miniatu
adults, they have a totally d#rent shape.
Memling’s infant (top stamp on the right) has
head/body relationship of about 22% which i
greater than that of a two-year old child. Di Ciegne
infant (lower stamp on the right) has a factor q
about 19%, again far too small for an infant. Oth
proportions and aspects of both infants are a
totally out-of-line. Even if we assumed the infan
depicted on the foregoing stamps were around
years old, there are problems with these other c¢
siderations. Many early artists had a real probl
depicting both babies and children. Because t
artists failed to study infant and child proportions;
they ended-up with miniature adults in their paintingile we

are inclined to “fogive” these artists, perhaps for the reverence
associated with the subject matter for the age in which the
artists lived, there is little doubt they messed\Wen one reads
the flowering accounts associated with their work, the story of the
little boy in The King Who We No Clothesomes to mind(US
#1910, CDN #1523a, NFD #78. CDN #774, 775)

On a Personal Note:Your editor has a bit of an issue here with
regard to human proportions and indeed that concerning perspective
in early paintings. | just cannot rationalize how some of the great
artists of that era were unable to sort out the simple and basic rules
that applyWe laud their work as being “wonderful,” but really it is
only its age and our “fgiveness” and “is the thought that counts”
that deems it so. Certainlthere were many other early artists who
had no problem in this regard. Putting the “faulty” paintings in books
is one thing, but showing them on postage stamps is quite aribther
might be noted that technology has nothing to do with this i8dlue.

you need is a piece of string to determine proper proportions.
Perspective is a little more complex, but nothing beyond common
sense. I'm afraid the “wisdom of the ages” went drastically askew in
many disciplines—art being the least important.
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But | do Understand...In November 2013, the first fully identifiable and intentionally
depicted living people were shown on US postage stamps; finally doing away with the U
policy that only deceased people were eligtdfao are the first to get this hondrfley are
characters from the Harry Potter movies. However they are portraying characters rather
themselves, so thesa bit of a “twist” here.

Naturally all philatelists want to see famous people from the real world on stamp
those that make a fi#frence in society rather than just entertaining us. Howéher
USPS apparently had to make a decision as to what would generate the most revel
we are all aware of its dire financial situation. In this case, it likely made the right de
sion.

Will the USPS be able to get back to being self-supporting? | really thank so.
Nevertheless, we all need postal service, albeit significantly less than in the pas
appears to me that the only option is have it financed as necessary through taxes lik
many other government services we receive.

Titanic — Remembering alragedy

n 2012 Canada marked the 100t

Anniversary of the tragic sinking of th
Titanic with the stamp shown here. Ou
late Brother and Club President, Nichol
Batalias, provided us with a full accoun
of known Masons who were on the shi
in the December 1996 edition dihe
Masonic Philatelis{Vol. 52, No. 4).

] One of the distinguished brethren who died in the sinkin
was Major Archibald Butt, personal aide to President
William Howard Taft (previously served as aide to
PresidenfTheodore Roosevelt—both Masons). Bro. But
was a member dfemple Lodge No. 32)/ashington D.C.

Current technology has been used to determine wi
the mighty ship sank so quickKfter the icebeg ripped a
hole in the ship, the captain ordered the ship to be thrt
forward (or backwards) his action increased the amount
of water entering the ship. Had the ship remained st
tionery, there may have been enough time for rescue shi
to arrive at the scene, or at least have allowed for a mc
orderly evacuation(CDN #2534i)

ki i s

Lieutenant Archibald Butt in 1909.
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Foreign Masonic-related $amps that Parallel
USA & Canadian Designs/Themes

Class Il: ROOSEVELT, Franklin Delano: President of the
United Sates. Here we see this beloved President with
“Little White House” in the background@he stamp com
memorated the 100th anniversary of his birth. He was no
for his long cigarette holdefAntigua & Barbuda #676)

Class IV BARTHOLDI, FrederickAguste: SculptorHe
created the tatue of Liberty Here we see just the hang
holding the torch, which went on display in Madiso
Square Park, Nework, in 1886.(Antigua & Barbuda
#828)

Class Il: FRANKLIN, Benjamin: Scientist, philosophe
and autharHis image on this stamp is in connection wi
his position as the postmaster general of British No
America prior to theAmerican Revolution(Antigua &
Barbuda #901)

Class II: ALDRIN, Edwin Eugene, JrAstronaut on the
first manned Moon landing; second man to walk on tige
Moon. Hopefully he will not leave this world for the la
time before he is depicted and acknowledged on a
stamp.(Antigua & Barbuda #1821a)

APOLLO A

NTIGUA &'
BARBUDA

Class Il: LINDBERGH, CharlesA.: American pioneer
aviator He was the first to undertake and complete a s
flight across theAtlantic Ocean. Obviously taken from 3
photograph, this stamp fully captures the “moment” (so
USPS).(Antigua & Barbuda #2573)

Class II: CHURCHILL, Sir Winston Leonard: Prime
Minster of Great Britain. tamps showing Churchill at var
ious stages of “growing up” are likely second only
stamps depicting royaltyHis last surviving child, Lady
Mary Somes, died in 2014 at the age of(Adcension
Island #181)

Note: As subjects in this series are well-known, lodge information will not be shown except in s
cial cases.
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Poussin Revisited

n the March 201l Masonic Philatelis{Vol. and it has since become to me one of the mo:

67, No. 1) | provided an article entitled “ThevViasonic paintings in the world and | would like
Unwitting Masonic Legacy of Nicolasto discuss it a little further
Poussin” (1594-1665) that involved his mag  Of course Nicolas Poussin was probably
nificent painting seen herg&he painting had not a Freemason; he was far too early fol
been brought to my attention by the ridiculousreemasonry as we know it. Howeves may
docu-fiction, The Holy Blood and The Holyhave been acquainted with early Masonic
Grail, by Baigent, Leigh, and Lincoln (1996).dogma—we go back much further in tinibat
In this book, the three authors, with their prihe was possibly a KnightSemplar Grand
mary-school imaginations, make all sorts d¥laster as reported by the BBC in 2004 is high
unsupported claims about the Masonic Orddy speculative.
The only reason the painting is mentioned is Whatever the case, the theme of Poussin’
because likely a Mason used a miimage painting goes right back to the time when
version of it in a relief sculpture, located irhumans became aware of a Supreme Being ¢
Saffordshire, England. some sort and a life hereaftéarly Masons

The three authors do not interpret the pairgmbraced this theme and it became central t

ing. None of them were Masons, so they wouldasonic teaching with, of course, the cendi
not have any idea in this regainyway, tions for achieving, “where all Freemasons
thanks to the authors, | was shown the paintihgpe to arrive at last...”
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So what in my opinion is going on in the
painting? The three men we see represe
youth, adulthood, and senior (essentially t
three stages of human lif@hey have found
a tomb that has the Latin inscriptidgt in
Arcadia egoThey are simple men and don’
know what this means, so the youngest m
turns to a beautifully draped woman and as
her the meaning-his woman is the personifi
cation of “Hope,” who has also been arou
since the dawn of humanity

“Hope” tells the men that the meaning o
the inscription is, “I too here lived in
Arcadia;” and she explains its meaning as fq
lows: Arcadia” is NOTa place; it is a “state”
in which one is alive, happy and not €o
cerned about death; so the dead persons ¢
ing “l was once like you.\"We now have to
conjecture that “Hope” comforts the me
(note that she has her right hand/arm on t
youngest mas’ shoulder/back) by saying®ss
something like, “dort’'worry good people go |
to a finer place after they die.” Masonically s
the three young men are an EnterciSSsss
Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Maso
as we see in the wonderful Masonic sculpture _ . ]
entitted “Labor is Worship — Master Y appropriate fora M_asor'nc'theme as v_wth the
Craftsman Apprentice.” The word “Labor” tomb seen in I?ous_sm]oalntlng.We _aII just
means the building of ore"SpiritualTemple Need to keep in mind that therenisthing
— that house not made with hands...” ~ Wrong or “evil” about it.

A similar Latin saying that is associated
with graves or cemeteries islédie mihi cras this postage
tibi,” which means, “l todayou tomorrow stamp honoring
Some Masonic tracing boards (art for instruc Poussin. | think
tion purposes) have the impermanency of life
as a (_:entral themélhose people Wlthqut him an honorary
Masonic knowledge apply all sorts of sinister Freemason.
meanings and associations with such imagen (France #B388)
All it means is that one must live life “on the
level and by the square,” because one da_
everyone and everything passes avdye
Latin term,Et in Arcadia egowould be equal

Liatre e Fghahite
st taks BinggPimsiong st

France issued

we can consider
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Brothers of the Circus

he fabulous Ringling

brothers are honored o
this great US sheet issued
2014.There were seven brot
ers and all were Freemasons
the same lodge, Barabo
Lodge No. 34, Barabod
Valley, Wisconsin. All were
also Royal Arch Masons,
Knights Templars, and 32ng
DegreeAASR Masons.

In 1884, five of the severg
Ringling brothers started § &
small circus and moved for
ward with continuing succesq
In 1907 the brothers acquire
the Barnum & Bailey Circus
meming them in 1919 to
become Ringling Brotherg
Barnum and Bailey Circus
promoted asThe Greatest
Show on Earth. By 1929, th
last living brother John,
owned virtually every traveling circus Aamerica. In a day before television, the circus
was a very big event.

There are still circus companies, but
R their productions are a mere shadow
' of former times. Use and care of
trained animals became a major issue
as time went on, and restrictions in
_ | this regard limited acts, and eroded
| circus appeal. Howevethere can be
no doubt that it was the right thing to
do. For the record, the Ringling
| Brothers were: Albert, August,
# William, Alfred, Charles, John and
i Henry They were all born in the
1850s or 1860s, and the second
] iy — "~ §] youngest, John, died in 1936 at age
provided). 70—the longest lived of all the breth
ers.(USA# Not available)

The Ringling family (no key
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Freemasony and the
Grand Army of the Republic

hat was the Grandrmy of the Republic (GAR)?

Because it passed into history 59 years ago, it is{0
ble that some Club members do not knamd those that do,
may not know its significant association with the Maso
Order To set the stage for this discussion, the following
from Wikipedia:

The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) was a fraternal organization composed of
veterans of the Union Army, US Navy, Marines and Revenue Cutter Service who
served in the American Civil War. Founded in 1866 in Decatur, lllinois, it was dis-
solved in 1956 when its last member died. Linking men through their experience
of the war, the GAR became among the first organized advocacy groups in
American politics, supporting voting rights for black veterans, lobbying the US
Congress to establish veterans’ pensions, and supporting Republican political
candidates. Its peak membership, at more than 490,000, was in 1890, a high point
of Civil War commemorative ceremonies. It was succeeded by the Sons of Union
Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW), composed of male descendants of Union vet-
erans.

The Masonic aspects of the GAR were thoroughly researched by Brothéy. Mit
a member of our Club, in 1949. His article was published irCthieago Scottish Rite
magazine in October of that yeand subsequently publishedTihe Masonic Philatelist
in November (MP/ol. 6, No. 8).

| found the article while in the process of scanning our archives, and was so te
aback that | decided to republish it.

Masonry Behind a Postage tamp
By JohnA. Mir t, 32°

f the recently issued 3c U.S. postagmught and bled that the Union might be
stamp in commemoration of the finapreserved.
encampment of the Gran8irmy of the And it was a member of the Scottish
Republic could talk it would tell a mostRite Bodies of Chicago—Maj. Gen. John
interesting story about Masons in lllinoisA. Logan—who is recorded in the GAR
who long ago passed to their rewards. annals as the most outstanding leader tf
Members of the Craft charted thesrandArmy ever hadTo Gen. Logan goes
course of the GAR during its infancythe credit for the establishment of
Brethren who worked in the vineyards ofMemorial Day as a countrywide holiday for
Masonry developed the early ritual for théhe honoring of those who had served the
organization, made up of men who hadountry on the battlefields.
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The idea of a GAR originated in a Meanwhile, Dr Sephenson had been
camp during the CiviWWar. Maj. Benjamin conferring with others on a ritual for the
F. Sephenson of Springfield, Ill., a sur GAR. Among those who participated in its
geon, and the ReWilliam J. Rutledge of development were Gen. Logan, Gen
Petersbuy, Ill., frequently discussed thePalmer and Capt. Kanahhe handiwork of
project. the Masons was seen in the form of the

With the wats end, Dr Sephenson early initiation ceremonied he ritual pre
decided to carry out the idea. He discussedled for three grades of membership—
the oganization with others in Springfield,Recruit, Soldier and/eteran. Each had its
but it was in Decatur that the first post wasign, grip and passwordlhe initiatory
established.There onApril 6, 1866, Dr work, including the obligation assumed,
Stephenson installed Capt. M. lkannan, a had many familiar passagesssistance of
member of Macon Lodge No. 8, Decatas distressed comrades, “their widows and
commander of the first post. orphans” was stressed. Latene class of

Of the twelve charter members, | havenembership was established.
found the names of four enrolled in Atthe second national convention, held
Masonic Lodges at the time: Brig. Gernin Philadelphia, January 15, 1868, Gen.
Isaac C. Pugh and Majafohn H Nale also Logan was elected commandeschief of
were members of Macon Lodge No. 8&he GAR, which had grown to a member
Capt Christian Reibasame was a member gtiip of more than 200,000. His reign was
lonic Lodge No. 312, Decatusen Pugh popular and he was re-elected twice.
had served in the Black Hawk and Mexican It was at the start of the first term that
Wars as well as the Ciwar. He was che he issued his historic general order for all
sen district commandant. posts to decorate the graves of soldiers ol

Other posts were chartered in rapifflay 30. He remains today the most -out
successionThere were 60 posts when thestanding of the commanders-in-chief of the
first state convention was held InGAR.

Springfield, July 12, 1866A permanent The three-fold objectives of the GAR
state oganization was é&cted with the were explained by Gen. Logan in one of his
election of Maj. Gen. John M. Palmer atalks. They were: “Fraternity among its
commanderGen. Palmer was a member alnembers which shall bind them together in

Mt. Nebo Lodge No. 76, Carlinville, Ill., one great brotherhood; the exercise of
and a Past Grand Orator of the Gran@harity in the broadest sense of liberal dis
Lodge of lllinois. tribution to and sympathy for those in want

The movement spread to other statesd distress and unswerving Loyalty to our
and on November 20, 1866, a conventiogovernment and its great principles, €ou
of state departments was held for the firpled with a determination to maintain its
time in Indianapolis. Brig. Gent&henrA. integrity unimpaired.”

Hurlbut, a member of Belvidere Lodge No.  On another occasion—a Memorial Day
60 of Belvidere, lll., and also a Past Grandration—he said: “The Grandrmy of the
Orator of the Grand Lodge of lllinois, wasRepublic has been gainized on nearly the
elected as the national commandechief. same basis as the ‘The Cincinnatiid for
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nearly the same object. It is a secret socigiend. Today 622,000 pensioners bless his
ty, taken from the order of our forefatheranemory Today 230,000 widows and
and here are the first fruits of that society orphans breathe a pray to Heaven for the
“The Cincinnati” was composed ofpeace of his soulAnd now the spirits of
leaders in the RevolutionaWyar. The mov 350,000 patriotic soldiers, slain in the war
ing spirits were Masons who had servegather around the great soul of Logan anc
with Gen. Geage Washington,Americas thank him that on each returning May their
most revered Mason. graves are not fgotten, but are covered
General Logars biography is a brl with flowers.”
liant one—too long to detail. Most of his  When the $75,000tSGaudensstatue
life was given to the service of his countryof Gen. Logan astride a clygr was
He was born in Murphysboro, lll., Februarjunveiled in Grant Park, Chicago, on July
9, 1826 .After serving in the MexicalWar 22, 1897, the occasion was virtually a state
he studied law and was admitted to the baoliday. nearly 17,000 men, including
in 1851. 1,552 in KnightsTemplar uniform, took
The Civil War broke out while he waspart in a parade. Hundreds of thousand
serving in Congres#ctuated by a patriet attended the dedication ceremonies.
ic impulse, he left his seat and fought as a Gen. Logan was raised in Mitchell
private in the Battle of Bull Run. ReturningLodge No. 85, Pinckneyville, Ill., and in
to his state, he recruited the 31st Illinoi4851 afiliated with Benton (lll.) Lodge
Volunteer Regiment hereafterthroughout No. 64.At the time of his death he also
the war he displayed skill and heroism. havas a member of the Scottish rite Bodies
was promoted by stages to major generalf Chicago;Washington Chapter No. 43.
In that capacity he led theArmy of the R.A.M., Chicago, and Chevalier Bayard
Tennessee in Gen. Shermamarch to the Commandery No. 52, K.T Chicago. he
sea. was elected to receive the 33rd Degree
After the Civil War he was elected tobut died before it could be conferred.
the United $tes Senate several times. He Gen. Palmer also served his country
campaigned zealously in behalf of thosgallantly and with skill during the Civil
who had fought for their countryn 1884, War. In 1866, he was elected governor of
he was a candidate on the Republicdtinois, serving four years with credit to
ticked for vice-president. His death irhimself and satisfaction to his people. He
Washington, December 26, 1886, wasccupied other public &ites in later
mourned nationally Tens of thousandsyears, including that of Senator from
viewed his remains in the rotunda of thdlinois. He died September 25, 1900,
National Capitol. Thousands lined theand was buried with Masonic honors at
streets as his body was borne to a resti@arlinville.

place. Gen. Hurlbut fought nobly through
The Rev Dr. John PNewman, in his out the CivilWar and was mustered out
funeral orations said: in July, 1865, as a major general. He held

“Today 350,000 veterans in the Grandumerous public difces. He diedof a
Army of the Republic feel they have lost deart attack in Lima, Peru, March 27,
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1882, while serving there as minister to Maj. Sephenson nurtured the idea of the
Peru. GAR and was elected its first adjutant gener
Whether Major Sephenson, who diedal. It was the consensus—and he agreed—the
in 1871, was a Mason has not been estabore colorful and nationally known figures
lished. In his talks he frequently referred tshould head the GAR in its formative stages in
his comrades and “their widows andrder to assure its success. He died when th
orphans.” He studied medicine with irganization was still young.
brother Dr. William Stephenson of Mount There are two surviving members of the
Pleasant, lowa, who later became a merGrandArmy of the Republic in lllinois. One
ber of the Masonic Lodge there. of these is BroThomasAmbrose, who was
When the remains of Maj.téphenson born in Ohio, May 5, 1849. He was raised in
were reburied at Petersbuill., August 29, McMillan Lodge No 141, Cincinnati, and
1882, the GAR services were conducted [affiliated with Covenant Lodge No, 526,
Judge James H. Hatheny of Springfield. Jud@ghicago, January 19, 1894. He is one of
Matheny was a Past Deputy Grand Master Govenans 50-year memberghe other sur
the Grand Lodge of lllinois and in his oratiorvivor is Lewis Fablinger[Please emember
he said: that this was written inl949. Ed] (USA
“I am here today with the single purpos#985)
of laying a spring of ‘Immortelle upon the
grave of our departed comrade.” —END—

After digesting this remarkable article, | decided to remind myself of what tt
American CivalWar was all about. Here (again) is whikipedia states:

The American Civil War, widely known in the United States as simply the Civil War as
well as other sectional names, was fought from 1861 to 1865. Seven Southern slave
states individually declared their secession from the United States and formed the
Confederate States of America, known as the “Confederacy” or the “South”. They grew
to include eleven states, and although they claimed thirteen states and additional west-
ern territories, the Confederacy was never recognized by a foreign country. The states
that did not declare secession were known as the “Union” or the “North”. The war had
its origin in the fractious issue of slavery, especially the extension of slavery into the
western territories. After four years of bloody combat that left over 600,000 Union and
Confederate soldiers dead, and destroyed much of the South’s infrastructure, the
Confederacy collapsed, slavery was abolished, and the difficult Reconstruction process
of restoring national unity and guaranteeing civil rights to the freed slaves began.

The cause of the North in tienerican CivilWar (civil rights) was the greatestni
tiative undertaken by any government in this pursuit. It confirmediiia&rica was “the
land of the free.This year marks the 150Anniversary of the end of the CiwVar, and
perhaps we need to think about this in light of the’svabjective and the current civil
rights situation.
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