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IN MEMORIAM

ur Distinguished Brother, Dr. Allan Boudreau,

BF, was called fom labor to the Grand. Lodge
above at 8:30 a.m. on MondayJanuary 26, 2015 at
the VA hospital in S. Albans, Queens, Nework; he = =
was 84. He etired from NewYork University follow - '
ing a long caeerin faculty and administrative posk
tions. During his tenure, he authoed the study titled
The Growth and Development of thé/ashington P
Square Campus of Nework Universityand also authoed books and
articles on GeorgeWashington including.GeorgeWashington in Ne
York and GeorgeWashington and Newrork City.

Allan‘had a lifeloeng interest in both Freemasony and Philately. He
served as ‘aMorshipful Master and. District Deputy Grand Master as
well as the Grand Librarian of the Grand Lodge of Newyork. He was
elected Pesident of the Masonic &amp Club of NewYork in 1981, took
over-the position of publisher of their ‘magazine, The Masoni
Philatelist,in 1983 and assumed the duties of Edita@s well in 1990. Hg
wrote numeius atticles on Masonic Philately on his own and in co
junction with Br 0. Christopher Murphy, BF."He was a membebf the
Masonic Sudy Unit of the American Topical Association, the Collectors
Club of New York City, and the Georgé/ashington Masonic &amp
Club.

Within the Fraternity he was a Past Masterand Fellow of the
American Lodge of Researh, Past Masterof Independent RoyalAr ch
Lodge No. 2, NewYork City, Past High Priest of JerusalemAmity
Chapter No. 8, RoyalAr ch Masons, and a membeof most of the con
cordant Masonic organizations. In 199Allan was proclaimed a mer
ber of The Society of Blue Friars.

Allan donated his body to Newyork University. His remains will be
then be cemated and sent to Monteal, Canada, whee they will be
buried alongside his paents.

Allan’ s children,Andrew Boudreau and Kirstin Boudreau Hothine,
request that donations o\llan’ s behalf be made to the Masonic Ho
in Utica, NewYork, or organizations suppoting veterans.

~
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Farewell faithful Bother until we meet again...
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Brother Antonio Meucci
The True Inventor of the Telephone
by
Christopher L. MurphyBF

s a career employee with the British Columbp™rrrr e,

Telephone Company (nowelus), you can
imagine my surprise when | discovered thatonio
Meucci (1808—-1889) invented the telephone, not t
celebrateddlexander Graham Bell.

This came about when | saw a stamp from It
showing Bro. Meucci and a little write-up in an ol
issue of The Masonic PhilatelistThere was no
Internet at that time, so one was at the mercy Antonto  Meucct
encyclopediasThe lagest, and what | considereq 1'808_ 1889
would be the best article, was in tRacyclopedia A
Italiana—but | do not speak or read Italian. | mad
a photocopy of the article, took it to work, an
showed it to a young girl in the fafe who was
Italian. She said she could not translate it, but
father could.The next day a beautiful word-for
word, neatly hand-written translation was present
to me. | became convinced beyond a doubt that B
Meucci was the true inventor of the telephone.

The story of Bro. Meucci and how he got le
out of the glory and wealth of his invention is rathd¥
sad.While living in Havana he invented his “tele
phone” (between 1837 and 1841) to communicg
with his invalid wife from the basement to the thir
floor of their homeAs they say“necessity is the
mother of invention,” and this “intercom,” as i
were, saved him a lot of steps when his wife need®8
something while he was working in the basement.

That the human voice will transmit through a piece of string has been
known for hundreds of years. | think that perhaps every kid up to the 1980s
probably made a “tin can telephone.” Brother Meucci went the next step and
had electricity carry the sound through wire. Not only was the voice quality
vastly improved, but the speed of the transmission was phenomenal.

He subsequently moved to Long Island, Néavk. Here he befriended
Giuseppe Garibaldi (also a Freemason) who had taken refuge in the United
States. Meucci took him into his home and gave him a job working in his
candle factory

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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Meucci filed a patent for his “tele
phone” in 1871 and tried in vain to get
backing to produce and market the device
He gave his drawings to thé/estern
Telegraph Company for consideration,
and the next thing we knowlexander
Graham Bell, who was heavily involved
with Western, filed his patent for a “tele
phone.” Meucci challenged Bedl’patent
and essentially won the case, but as hi
patent had expired and he had nof
achieved any practical results with his
invention, Bell was allowed to continue.
The rest is history

We might ask why Bell did not at least
give Meucci some compensation for
being the true originator of the telephone,
but had he done so this would have
implied his guilt as to using Meucsi’
ideas.As a result Meucci went on to live
and die in relative povertyt is said that
Bell also died a poor man. | will guess he
was no match for the lge corporations.

| wrote a detailed article on the sub
ject, entitled “Freemasonry and the
Telephone:A Nearly Fogotten Conn-
ection,” which was published iThe
Masonic Philatelist, (Vol. 45, No. 3,
September 1989, page 3) and later in th
Scott &amp MonthlyJanuary1992) sim
ply as “The Nearly Faotten Conn-
ection.”

When | joined Zenith Lodge, No. 104,
Burnaby BC, in the early 1980s, it was
decided to have a €lephone Night”
because of the number of members whc
were, or had been, telephone company
employeesWe invited our current Grand

Antonio Meucci. His legacy will span

realm of eternity.”

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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Sullivan—Corr ection:

The illustration for the
location of the compasse
emblem worn by Sullivan
as seen in the Decemb¢:
2014 MP(page 1) is not
correct. The correct loca §
tion is as shown on thes
right. It can be seen on thj
engraving (circled) and thq
stamp. It is actually com §
passes and a curved rul
the emblem of a Pas
Master The stamp is baset
on an engraving owned b
the Sullivan family It is

not from the engraving bymajor General John Sullivan engraving and stamp based on the

The Masonic Philatelist

Master to the events, and
arranged to present him with ar
old telephone mounted on &
wooden plague with a brass plat
commemorating the everthe
photo provided here shows th¢
presentation | made, as
Worshipful Masterto our Grand
Master Most Worshipful Bro.
Dennis G J. Marsh in 1987. It
was at these events that | sang t
praises of our nearly fgotten
Brother Antonio Meucci, and even provided a hand-out.

I don't think we will ever know the true facts of the Meucci/BajLement. For
certain, had Bell been denied his patent, it is likdigieft telecommunications
would have been greatly delayed. Bro. Meucci just did not have the needed “con
nections™—who you know is just as important as what you know in the world of
businessWhatever the case, in my opinion, it was Buatonio Meucci (lodge not
known, but aMASR member) who launched us into a world of instant comimuni
cations, which neither he nor Bell could have even imagined.

I have made Bro. Meucci the cover story of this editiorTtaé Masonic
Philatelistas a “brotherly” tribute to hin¥\e can be very proud that he numbered
in our ranks(Italy #909, 1332, 2553)

SULLIVAN EXPEDITION
1779 g~ [T

s

w

1 i

Thomas Hart in the Li-engraving. His Masonic emblem (circled) can be seen on the

brary of Congress.

stamp.

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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From the editors desk...

here can be little doubt that if onedoing the hiring was Catholic, so this gave
researches almost any stamp harde the edge. | did not learn of this until
enough and long enough, a Freemason walbme years latersuppose | simply “lucked-
be found somewhere down the liffdis is out.” | went on to finish my education and
because there have been so masjayed with the company for 36 yearsu
Freemasons involved in about every aspezdn draw a parallel here with membership in
of meaningful human endeavor any oganization, especially those that are
The basic design of the Masonic Orddraternal in nature (Eagles, Elks, Odd
is “to make good men betterin other Fellow, Rotary and so forth). Many people
words, provide a set of rules for proper corclaim that such “influence” is unfait am
duct in society and facility a way for memot going to ague this point, other than to
who are reasonably established to associatay that there is an element of human natur
What do | mean by “reasonably estathere that probably can’be overcome.
lished?” Quite simplyhave a job, professionEventually | think computers will make the
or trade by which they can support thendecisions (but i€ very simple to program
selves.The Masonic Order is not a chayitybias).
or an avenue for men to obtain charity or In addition, Freemasonry and all other
some form of insurance. Candidates fasrganizations provide a means for people tc
Freemasonry are expected to be selfisufget together and know each oth&his
cient. inevitably results in people helping each
| would say that the original craft lodge®ther in ways associated with their prefes
(stone masons) set the rules for admissision or trade.
with regard to the “accepted” masons, and Having said this, | will mention that
such has carried on to the present.ddylasonic ties are probably much more
Really it was just common sense. emphatic than other fraternalganizations.
There is no doubt that the processhave not researched this, but believe the
worked. Millions of men joined the MasonicMasonic Order stands alone in this regard.
Order and a phenomenal number achieved The great number of Freemasons associ
remarkable acclaim. Did Freemasonry hawed with postage stamps (directly and-indi
anything to do with this? It certainly mayrectly) naturally leads one to question the
have from the standpoint of bringing about Beason, and in some cases results in absul
great (or greater) degree of self-confidencgnister speculationThat such Freemasons
and self-worthThe way Freemasonry doesised the lessons they learned to assist the
this is far more déctive than run-of-the-mill is very likely Also, they likely got “good
courses in “achieving your potential.” council,” coupled with some degree of
What about the old “Masonic influence™influence” of the type | have mentioned.
ideaWhere does this fit in®hen | was 17- However that would be the full extent of
years-old (1958) and a high-school drop-outjasonic involvement—and there is nothing
| got my first major break in the work-worldstopping any upright and sincere young mar
because | was a Catholi®he manager from applying to become a Freemason.

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc. 7
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Great Finds!

ro. Robert Domingue brings to our attentidimé

Northern LightVol. 45, No. 3August 2014, page
21) a unique stamp from Japan showing Bro. Nis
Amane (1829-1897), the first known Japane
Freemasommane was a philosopher in Meiji perioq
Japan who helped introduéestern philosophy into
mainstream Japanese education. Lodg¥dréu, No.
7, Leyden, Netherland§Japan #492)

Postage stamps from Japan are quite unique i
special waySome years ago, | was given three of t
earliest stamps issued by Japan, No. 1, 5, and
issued between 1871 and 18TBey were certainly
very old, and obviously been in albums over the p:
century plus.They are very nicely articulated, anc
certainly created long before the advent of electro
printing. Nevertheless, | was highly skeptical as
their authenticity so took them to a professional.
immediately identified them as fabrications, but sa
there are still quite valuable. He said they were ma
at the time the stamps were issued for the purpose
postageThey are counterfeit stamps, likely sold at
cut rate for use on letterat that time, it would have
been very diicult to detect such stamps, so there wi
obviously a market for them.

Another great find provided by Bro. Domingue i
a British stamp honoring the artist Sir Henry Raebu
with one of his paintingsThe painting is titledThe
Skating Minister and the
person shown is ReRobert
Walker (1755-1808) who
was a member oftSDavid
Lodge, No. 36, Edinbgh,
Scotland.This is what might
be termed a “chance stamp.
In other words, the perso
depicted is shown by chance.
and he just happened to be
Freemason(GB #700)

Painting by Sir Henry Raeburn (1756-1823)

The Masonic $amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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Brother Friedrich von Steuben
The Answer to Washington’s Prayer?

Avery old, small, and rather inconspicuous US
postage stamp shows GgeiVashington in
prayer atValley Foge. We can sort of see the
encampment in the background, Washington
went into the forest, found a quiet spot, and
prayed. This deed was highly Masonic, as
Masons are taught to use prayer when they have
nowhere else to turn.

There can be no doubt th&ashington was in
dire need of help. His rag-tag fighting force was
on its last legsValley Foge was bitter cold and provisions were very.low
All that was holding his men together was their common cause to continue
the fight for freedom. Discipline, ordesind real military know-how in his
ranks of 12,000 diters and soldiers werefettively non-existent.

Prayers are very often answered in strangs
ways. Washington likely hoped for a miracle
but instead he got the insistent Prussian Ba
and military oficer, Friedrich von Suben
(1730-1794), who could hardly speak Englis
and thus needed translators.

It's amusing to think of the two when the
first met—Iater sitting across from each other
Washingtors tent. Washington was probably
looking for advice on obtaining provisions, o
at least some sort of military advice, but insted®
got an eafull of discipline, house-keeping, and military training needs.

Quite remarkablyWashington listened; the fact that the two were
Freemasons likely had a lot to do with thigashington had received what
we Masonically term “good counsel.” It needs to be mentioned here that von
Steuben came recommended by Benjamin Franklin. Is it possible Franklin
had looked at the “big picture” and knew the “mediciéshington really
needed?

Von Seuben was given the “go-ahead” to clean up the Continental
Army, and he went about this with such vigdetermination and insistence
that every soldier to a man listendeénts had to be placed in an orderly
manney kitchens properly located, garbage had to be removed, and proper
latrines dug and maintainedon Seuben was well-educated, so knew the
importance of hygiene and sanitation—a soldidealth is the most impor

V.S POSTAGE

"-«:‘;‘3#

The Masonic $&amp Club of Newvork, Inc. 9
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tant aspect in a fighting force. He the|
taught everyone how to be a proper sd
dier. Reasonable provisions were sloy
in coming, but did come and wintel
passed. In the meantime vote&en
apparently convinced everyone to ge
by with what they had and to help eac
other

Many of Washingtons officers
were Freemasons, and | would ventul
to say so were many of the regular-sg
diers.This would have played a signif
icant part is getting full cooperation.
Nevertheless, there were evidentl
many complaintsVon Seuben had to
get his translators to convey some vel
foul language at times.

The training provided by von Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, by
Steuben was a very significant factor ircharles Willson Peale.
the defeat of the British atorktown. It
might be said that he “evened-out the battle field.”

The staunch, but highly respected disciplinarian went on to become a
Major General and served as Gen&vakhingtors chief of stdfin the final
years of the Revolutionaivar. Von Seuben is credited with being one of
the fathers of the Continentaimy.

During 1778-1779 vont8uben authored hRegulations for the @ler
and Discipline of the rbops of the Unitedt&es.Its basis was the training
plan he had devised ¥alley Foge.The book served as the standard United
States drill manual until th&var of 1812.

Congress greatly appreciated vaeu®ens significant contribution to
theAmerican cause, and saw that he was properly looked-after (pension and
so forth) until he died. Blazing t& Lodge (military lodge), Berlin,
Germany (USA#645, 689)

Masonic Musing: There can be little doubt that a fraternal spirit had taken
hold of the army dicers in theAmerican RevolutionTo my knowledge

there was, and still remains, no other significant event in world history with
so many Freemasons in prominent positioffse essence of this is that
Freemasonry instills a very deep sense of trust among its members, which is
seldom broken. It also unites men, no matter what their station in life, or
their religious beliefsAs a result the way is cleared to tackle any issue-with
out having to deal with aspects that only serve to complicate the process.

The Masonic $amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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CoMPUTER CORNER

M any early editions ofThe ElEEEECEEERCEEREEE]E
Masonic  Philatelist have EfES b L of

been posted on our websithese
editions are a wealth of informa
tion—sort of like an archaeologica
dig.

Christopher L. Murphy, BF

Masonic PostaGe Stamrs
oF THE WORLD

PoOSTAGE STAMP

Cueck List Class I — Government Issues

If you are among our member
“on the net” then please have
look. Dont forget, that you can
enlage the pages significantlgo
reading the text will not be a prob
lem.

We have also provided a chec
list for the Class Il stamps of the
United Sates and Canada, along — —

. IDENTIFYING THE EARLY
with an ebook on the Class | stamp UNITED STATES Masonic Philately
(government iSSUGS) world-wide : RELATEDS HaMe: . Postage Stamp Album
and a paper on Identlfylng the earl E United St merica & Canada
US Masonic-related issues.

Another project underway is a
stamp album for the Class Il stamp
of the United &&tes and Canada|
The last image on the right show:
how the pages are arrangdtiere
are 27 pages completed and ava
able for viewing Additional pages
will be added as we move forward:

All of this material may be
either simply viewed on our web-
site or downloaded and filed for
off-line viewing, or printing.

Everything on our site, includ
ing issues of the Masonic
Philatelist starting in 2014, is pro
vided in color Access requires the
Adobe Reader which is a free
download.

<http://www.mscnewyork.net>

The Masonic $amp Club of Newvork, Inc. 11
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Winner Didn’t TakeAll
The Lincoln—-Douglas Debates

liticians have always had debates, bdi860—thus the importance of the debates
prior to the age of electronics, theiA stamp issued by the US commemorating
audiences were very limitedhe debates the Lincoln—-Douglas Debates is very amus
betweenAbraham Lincoln and t8phen ing. It was designed after a painting by
Douglas (a Freemason) for Senatorshijpseph Boggs Beal@he stamp and the
(1858) did, howevelget nation-wide atten painting are shown here with the “stamp
tion. Lincoln lost the election, but his perdesign portion” indicated on the painting
formances elevated him to national premi{white border).
nence, leading the way to his presidency @ontinued

oa A 7 MLy W AN % oy -

U | "W s L g e Linims, e
% Yo weewa w08 8

" ,'r
s mIERS 4
Qe JUE ¥

-
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Beale would have been about 17 years alg on another issue; they were both in love
in 1858, so we can assume he went to thdth the same lady—Maryodd. She final
event depicted in his painting, and evidentlly settled onAbe, so in this race he defi
made careful notes as to what all the signs reaitely came out the winneDouglas was a
that were hanging or carried by peoglee member of Springfield Lodge No. 4,

signs are quite humorous; they read:

“Westward the star of empire takes its way
The girls link on Lincoln,
Their mothers were for Clay.”

“Abe the Giant Killer.”
“The little Giant Chewing up old Abe.”

“Free territories and Free Men
Free Pulpits and Free Preachers
Free Press and Free Pen

Free Schools and Free Teachers.”
(Partially shown on the stamp)

“Edgar County for the Tall Sucker.”
(This one is not shown on the stamp.)

The debates that raged betwee
Lincoln and Douglas paled with their rival

Springfield, lllinois. He was a highly active
Mason.

Shown on the
right is a photographic
portrait of Sephen
Douglas (c.1858) at
about 45 years old.
Shown below is an
early photograph of
Douglas, Lincoln and
others, evidently at a
debate (1858). It appears to have bee!
superimposed on a background
photo.These actual photos would be
among the earliest we have of an
American Masonic brotherThe first
photos in this connection would be those

ken of Andrew Jackson in 1844 or
1845.

The Masonic $&amp Club of Newyork, Inc. 13
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The Masonic Specialist

BACON, FRANCIS (1561-1626); English philosopher and author; his
work, The NewAtlantis was an early influence of the development of
Freemasonry

Primary Samp: Canada—Newfoundland No. 92
Year: 1910

Type: Commemorative

Issue:John Guy Issue

Designer: Not indicated

MP Class:Class Il

Artwork: From a painting by Paul von Somer (1576-1621)
Design: Portrait of Lord Bacon

Seconday Samp(s). None

Samp Facts: It would be quite safe to say that Francis Bacon would not be
impressed with the illustrated postage stamiere is nothing wrong with
the likeness of the great philosopheor the inscription stating that he was
“The guiding spirit in the colonization schem®&Vhat is wrong is the name
“Lord Bacon.” When he was raised to the peerage, he took the title of
“Verulam” and therefore was Lokérulam, not Lord Bacon.

Additional Masonic Information: Francis Bacon wrote widely on the sub
jects of truth, friendship, love and the need for stidig fable, The New
Atlantis (1626) tells of a ship that lands on an unknown island called
Bensalem, over which reigned a certain King SolonTdns king and his
kingdom were dedicated to scientific researidie book became very pop

ular and led to the formation of the Royal Society of Londnit hap

pened, the Royal Society met at Masdtiall because many of the society
members were also members of the Mas@whpany (i.e., actual craft
masons). One theory is the non-masons later sought fraternal association
with the masons and this movement led to the concept and name “Free and
Accepted Masons.Whether this theory is true or not, it has certainly been
given substance by the fact that many Fellows of the Royal Society were
prominent members of the Grand Lodge of England, which was established in
1717.

BAILEY , LIBERTY HYDE (1858-1954); farmeteacherwriter, botanist
and horticulturist; honored for his contributions to horticulture; first gesdi

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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of theAmerican Society of Horticultural Science; Hobasco Lodge No. 716,
Ithaca, NewYork.

Primary Samp: USA No. 1100

Year: 1958

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Gardening— Horticulture Issue

Designer: Denver Gillen

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: No information

Design: “Bountiful Earth"— symbol of the good
Earth and horn of plenty

Seconday Samp(s): None

Stamp Facts: The primary stamp was issued on the 100th anniversary of the
birth of Liberty Hyde Bailey

Additional Masonic Information: Bailey received his Enterdgpprentice

degree in the stated lodge on October 10, 1901. He was passed on October
24 and received his Master Mas®Degree on November 14 of the same
year At that time, he was 42 years old and gave his occupation as “tacher
He remained a member for 25 years and then requested, and was granted, a
demit. He was not active in lodge work. His fatiéberty Hyde Sr, was a

highly active Mason.

BAKER, JOHN FRANKLIN (1886-1963); baseball player; member of
the National Baseball Hall of Fame; Coats Lodge No. 102, Easton,
Maryland.

Primary Samp: USANo 1381
Year: 1969

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Professional Baseball
Designer: Alex Ross

MP Class:Class IV PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL
Artwork: Not applicable
Design: Batter

Seconday Samp(s): USANo. 855

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc. 15
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Samp Facts: The primary stamp (#1381) marked the 100th anniversary of base
ball as it relates to salaried playeffie Red ®ckings of Cincinnati (later
Cincinnati Reds) became the first team to pay team members (Il8&3gcond

ary stamp (#855) commemorated the centenary (1839-1939) of the game of base
ball itself. (See entry undétexander Joy Cartwright for information on the histo

ry of baseball as it relates to the secondary stamp #855—subsequssuidé)P

Additional Masonic Information: No further information.

Plaque reads:
JOHN FRANKLIN BAKER

PHILADELPHIAA.L. 1908-1914
NEW YORK A.L. 1916-1922

MEMBER OF CONNIE MACK’S FAMOUS

$100,000 INFIELD. LED AMERICAN LEAGUE
IN HOME-RUNS 1911-12-13, TIED IN 1914.
WON TWO WORLD SERIES GAMES FROM
GIANTS IN 1911 WITH HOME-RUNS THUS
GETTING NAME “HOME RUN” BAKER.
PLAYED IN SIX WORLD SERIES
1910-11-13-14-21-22.

Baker’s Hall of Fame plaque. The wording is shown on the right.

Comment: Bakers homers, which resulted in his nickname “Home Run,”
were more for their quality than quantiyside from the two home runs he
hit in the 191 World Series, he also scored decisive homefrsnaf of the
best pitchers in baseball histphristy Mathewson and Rube Marquar

BALBO, ITALO (1896-1940); Italian General; Minister Akronautics;
organized and lead an armada of twenty-four aircraft in a celebration flight
from Orbetello, Rome to Chicago, lllinois, USA1933; Savonarola Lodge,
Florence, Italy

Primary Samp: CDN-NFD No. C18 .

Year: 1933 1933

Type: Commemorative o ..
. p - B 3.4

Issue: Balbo Flight Issue = G%qu

Designer:J. Scott T a%A80

MP Class:Class II e

Artwork: Not indicated
Design: Overprint of #C17 — Labradothe Land of Gold

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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Seconday Stamp(s): None

Stamp Facts: On July 28, 1933 an lItalian air armada of twenty-three
Savoia-Marchetti flying boats under the leadership of General Italo
Balbo landed at Shoal Harhddewfoundland The armada was on its
return flight to Italy from the Century of Progress Exposition at
Chicago.The rate of $4.50 shown on the stamp was that agreed with the
Italian authorities to carry a one-half ounce letter to Europe. However
it is known that Balbo had refused to carry mail at a less expensive rate,
so the agreement was one-sided. It is reasoned that both the United
States and Canada avoided issuing special stamps commemorating the
event for political purposes.

The decision to use the “Labraddhe Land of Gold” stamp for
overprinting is not cleaiShoal Harbor is at the head of Random Sound
in Trinity Bay, about 132 miles N.Wof &. Johns, Newfoundland,
which is nowhere near Labraddiowever the stamp does show three
light aircraft in the distance so there is a remote connection.

Additional Masonic Information: Balbo served as orator in his lodge.

In 1923 he was a member of the Grand Fascist Council and he opposed
Mussolini’s decision to dissolve Freemasonry in It&wplbo died when

his plane was shot down ne@obrook in 1940At that time, he was
Governor of Libya.The circumstances regarding his death remain
obscure to this day

BALCHEN, BERNT (1899-1973); exploreaviation pioneer and army
officer; piloted first flight (1929) over the South Pole; he was the pilot
for Admiral Richard E. Byrd; Norseman Lodge No. 878, Brooklyn, New
York.

Primary Samp: USANo. 733

Year: 1933

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Byrd Antarctic Issue

Designer: Victor S. McCloskey Jr

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not indicated

Design: Map of the world (van der Gritten project-
tion) showing air exploration routes

Seconday Samp(s): USANo. 1431

The Masonic $amp Club of Newvork, Inc. 17
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Stamp Facts: The primary stamp (#733) shows dotted lines with dates indi
cating the routesdmiral Byrd, with Balchen as pilot, took on his flights.
There are also two dotted lines shown without dates (South Polar region).
These non-dated lines were the proposed new flights tAntactic and
South Pole.

The design of the secondary stamp (#1431) was adapted from an
emblem used on documents at consultaiintarctic Treaty meetings.

Additional Masonic Information: Balchen was also a 32nd Degfe&SR
Mason, and a Shriner (Kism&mple). He anddmiral Richard E. Byrd
dropped Masonic flags over both the North and South Poles during their
exploration flights. Balchen dropped his Kisritetnple Shrine fez over the
South Pole.After he helped in establishing a new air baseTlale,
Greenland, which was 900 mile from the North Pole, Balchen was one of the
organizers of the “@Gp of theWorld” Masonic Square Club at the new base.
Over 500 airmen and construction workers were members of this club. In
Balchens own words, “Men need the fellowship and warmth of Masonry at
20 degrees below zero.” In 1954, he was awarded the Grand Lodge of New
York distinguished achievement medal. (See entry under Richard E. Byrd
for additional information on Freemasonry akatarctic exploration.)

BALDWIN, ABRAHAM (1754-1807); chaplain in thémerican
Revolution; political leader; signer of the U.S. Constitution; one of the
founders of the University of Gegia; Masonic membership is speculated,
no proof.

Primary Samp: USANo0.798

Year: 1937

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Constitution Sesquicentennial Issue
Designer:Not indicated

MP Class:Class Il

Artwork: Painting by J. B. t&rns

Design: Adoption of the Constitution

Seconday Samp(s): None

Samp Facts: The primary stamp commemorated the 150th anniversary of
the signing of the Constitution of the Unitetht®s.The painting by J. B.
Sterns, on which the stamp is based, has a key which indicates the identity
of many individual people showAbraham Baldwin is number 26. (MRI.

56, No. 4, page 13—also on the Club website).

The Masonic $amp Club of Newyork, Inc.
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The stamp has a symbol on its right and left sidbe.right side shows
a flaming torch, emblematic of enlightenmerte left side shows a Roman
fasces (a bundle of rods with an axe in the middlel)s symbol was carried
before ancient Roman magistrates as a symbol of authority

Additional Masonic Information: There is conflicting information on
whether or not Baldwin was a Freemason. It appears there is a reference to
a person by the name of Baldwin whdilefted with American Union
Lodge, or who was a visitor to this lodge, during Almeerican Revolution.

It was then alleged that this particular Baldwin was Colonel Jeduthan
Baldwin, notAbraham Baldwin.

BALTIMORE, LORD CHARLES CAL VERT (c. 1637-1715); English
baron; his family obtained the patent for the colonization of Maryland; pro
prietary governor of Maryland from 1715 to 179he Baltimore family

seal is shown on the associated stamp; member of a lodge at Goodwood,
Sussex, England.

Primary Samp: USA No. 984

Year: 1949

Type: Commemorative

Issue: AnnapolisTercentenary Issue _ ] s |
Designer: Not indicated Aoty e ¥
MP Class:Class IV =2 07 D i
Artwork: Not indicated
Design: Map of regions abounnapolis (1718)

Seconday Samp(s): No. 736

Stamp Facts: The primary stamp commemorated the 300th anniversary of
the founding ofAnnapolis, MarylandThe site was named for Queg&nne

of England.The secondary stamp No. 736, Marylahercentenaryalso
shows the Baltimore family seal, howevi¢ris different from what is seen

on No. 984. Itis likely just a dérent version, but | believe the later stamp
shows the dicial seal.

Additional Masonic Information: Charles Calvert was made a Mason
sometime inApril, 1730. It is recorded that he was one of eight brethren
present when DiDessaugliers initiated Frederick, PrincéNles at Castle
Kew onApril 28, 1737

The Masonic $&amp Club of Newvork, Inc. 19
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BANCROFT, DAVID JAMES (1892-1972); baseball player; member of
the National Baseball Hall of Fame; Superior Lodge No. 236, Superior
Wisconsin.

Primary Samp: USA No. 1381
Year: 1969

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Professional Baseball k
Designer: Alex Ross t w
MP Class: Class IV PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL

Artwork: Not applicable
Design: Batter

Seconday Samp(s): USANo. 855

Stamp Facts: The primary stamp (#1381) marked the 100th anniver
sary of baseball as it relates to salaried playEne. Red &ckings of
Cincinnati (later Cincinnati Reds) became the first team to pay team
members (1869)The secondary stamp (#855) commemorated the cen
tenary (1839-1939) of the game of baseball itself. (See entry under
Alexander Joy Cartwright for information on the history of baseball as
it relates to the secondary stamp #855—subsequenssdie.)

Additional Masonic Information: No further information.

DAVID JAMES BANCROFT
“BEAUTY”

PHILADELPHIA N.L., NEW YORK N.L.,
BOSTON N.L., BROOKLYN N.L.,
1915-1930
SET MAJOR LEAGUE RECORD FOR CHANCES
HANDLED BY A SHORTSTOP IN A SEASON—984 IN

1922. LED LEAGUE IN PUTOUTS FOR SHORT-
STOPS IN 1918-1920 1921 1922. HIT .319 IN 1921,
.321 IN 1922 AND .304 IN 1923 WITH NEW YORK
GIANTS. HIT .319 IN 1925 AND .311 IN 1926
WITH BOSTON.
PLAYER MANAGER OF BRAVES, 1924-1927.

Bancroft's Hall of Fame plague. The wording is shown on the right.

The Masonic &amp Club of Newyork, Inc.
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BANKHEAD, WILLIAM B. (1874-1940); U.S. politician; speaker of the
House of Representatives, 74th to 76th Congrésss Lodge No. 21,
JasperAlabama.

Primary Samp: USA No. 992

Year: 1950

Type: Commemorative

Issue: National Capital Sesquicentennia
Issue

Designer:Not indicated

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not indicated

Design: United Sates Capitol

Seconday Samp(s). USANo. 572

Samp Facts: The primary stamp (#992) commemorated the legislative
branch of the Unitedt&tes government.he United $ates Capitol building

was designed bwilliam Thornton.The building did not appear as it is
shown on the stamp for the full 150 years being commemorated. It was
enlaged and the dome was added between 1851 and 1865.

The selection ofWashington as the nati@n’capital was not as well
planned and agreeable as may be implied by the beautiful buildings and gar
dens. Congress originally met in the Old City Hall in Philadelphidahat
time (1783), the nation was flat broke, without credit and heavily in debt for
back-pay to soldiers who fought in tAenerican RevolutionA number of
violent intrusions by the citizens had occurred and on one occasiogea lar
angry mob of soldiers virtually invaded the city to present their grievances.
Many congressmen, both angry with and frightened by the demonstration,
reasoned that another location was necessary to minimize intrusions.

Geoge Washington chose the new site, appropriately named after him,
which at that time was a bogfter several years of planning,fice build-
ings were erected and by the year 1800 the new capitol building was open
for business. But few were pleased with the new “isolated” location.
Congressmen refused to build homes in the city and citizen groups pressed
for a more accessible spot. EvAbigale Adams, the new First Lady
lamented, “V& have not the least convenience.”

Lacking cultural institutions and personal conveniendgashington
became known as the “capital of miserable hufs.'make matters worse,
the Potomac River paid regular visits, making already muddy streets mud
dier. Living conditions were so bad that foreign ambassadors stationed in the
capital applied fqorand collected, “hardship pay” from their governments.

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc. 21
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How did this tarnished image get turned around? It was a classic case of,
“You dont know what you've got ‘till its gone."When the British invaded
Washington in 1814, they set fire to the Capitol buildiflge Americans
were virtually incensed to think that anyone would attempt to destroy the
nation’s capital An immense and patriotic rebuilding@t commenced and
the age-old ingredients of love and pride worked a miracle.

Note: This story orWashington, because of its length, does not appear else
where for $amp #992.

Additional Masonic Information: No further information.

BANKS, FRANK A. (1883-1957); supervising engineer of the Grand
Coulee DamAmerican Falls Lodge No. 58merican Falls, Idaho.

Primary Samp: USA No. 1009
Year: 1952

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Grand Coulee Dam Issue
Designer: Not indicated

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not indicated

Design Spillway, Grand Coulee Dam

Seconday Samp(s): None

Stamp Facts: The primary stamp (#1009) was issued to commemorate 50
years of Federal cooperation in the development of resources (rivers and
streams) in th&Vest. The central design of the stamp is a view of Grand
Coulee Dam showing the spillwait the left is shown an irrigation farmer

at work and at the right there is a power transmission Tinis. symbolism
typifies the two principal benefits of the Grand Coulee Dam projéw.

word “coulee” means a deep gulch or ravine.

Additional Masonic Information: Banks received his Master Massn’
degree in the stated lodge on May 17, 1919.

_‘______“:‘1‘\;\5-“\\ Al IHJ_‘;V,/////F/,:_____/___‘_,

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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Foreign Masonic-related $amps that Parallel
USA & Canadian Designs/Themes

Class Il: EDWARD VII; British King; his membership in th
Masonic Order was a considerable source of pride
Freemasons. Howevyehis mother QueenVictoria, was not
pleased with his behavior and would not allow him any s
the business of the nation or th&aé of her court or family|
Before he becoming king, he was seen to personify the fas
able, leisured elit€Australian $ates — \ttoria #208)

Class II: BYRD, Richard;American polar exploremaval
officer and pioneer aviator; first to command and navig
flights over the North and South Poles. He and his p
Bernt Balchen, dropped Masonic flags over the two Pq
(AustralianAntarctic Territory #L36)

Class II: KOSCIUSZKO, Thaddeus; engineerPolish
patriot and general in tiemerican Revolution; strong indi
cations he was a Freemason, but no firm proof. Kosciu
Lodge No. 1085, Nework, is named in his hongBelarus
#94)

Class Il: WASHINGTON, Geoge; first President of th
United SatesWashington on stamps is a topical specialty
itself. Note how the stamp design extends the stripes (re
white in color) out into the stamp perforatiofiis is very
effective because it contrasts the traditional settiBglize
#815)

Class Il and Class IV Bartholdi, Frederick Auguste;
French sculptor; creator of théaBie of LibertyThe stamp
design is unique because Bartholdi is given “persorali
(Belize #817)

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc. 23
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Murphy’s
STAMP RANT

Errors, Oddities & Oversights
USA & CANADA
Book Two: Design Curiosities — Part 2

BAFFLING BAFFIN

This stamp marks the anniversary (1880-198
of Canada acquisition of thérctic Islands.

All of these islands, except adar portion of
Baffin Island, were transferred to Canada ¢
Britain in 1880. Canada already owned about org
half of Bafin prior to 1880 so that portion, of
course, was not included in the trandfhis con
dition undoubtedly caused a little turmoil with the stamp desifioeget
around the problem, Canaglatiginal portion of Béih was shaded to match
all other Canadian possessidrie British half of Bdin was made white to
match the other islandghis process, howevegives the impression that one-
half of Bafin is not anArctic Island. It would have been better if the stamp
had showrArctic IslandTerritory rather thaArctic Islands(CDN #847)

BRIDGE OF DEATH

uebec Bridge, which is shown on this stamp, spans the S
Lawrence River a few miles from Quebec Cityis bridge
claimed the lives of 88 workmen in two disasters while the bridge

was being builtThe first disaster occurred @gkugust 29, 1907,
when the south cantilever span -co
lapsed, sweeping 75 workmen to the
deaths.Then on Septemberl 11916,
the center span gave way as it wa
being hoisted into place, killing 13
more workmen.The bridge took 17
years to complete at a cost of $15-mi
lion. Upon completion, it shortened the railway mileage between
Winnipeg and Halifax by more than 200 miléSDN #156)

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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CANINE LIFE SAVERS

he remarkable Newfoundland

dog has been honored a nu
ber of times on pre-Confederatio
Newfoundland postage stamps
and recently on the Canadian iss
illustrated.This particular breed of
dog has demonstrated life-saving
heroism in sea tragedie
unmatched by any other breed. Nature has equipped the
Newfoundland with webbed paws giving the animal exception
al ability in water In the early days of sailing ships,
Newfoundland dogs were taken aboard as standard life-saving
equipment! Dogs have always been nsalnést friend, and this
breed is among the best of the b¢&IDN #1220)

CHIEF CHATTER

he American Indian chief whose photo

graph was used for the design of thi
stamp was Chief Hollow Horn Bea
(1850-1913).The stamp was intended td
honor theAmerican Indian, howeverduring
the Chiefs time, most NativeAmericans
were not even considered citizens of t
United Sates.The stamp was issued abo
ten years and two months after the Ch
died. Chief Hollow Horn Bear has beefg
incorrectly associated with the U.S. five-ce
piece (Indian head nickel) and the five dollal
U.S. bank note of 1899The nickel Indian #
head was a composite of three individual
Chiefs John BigTree (nose and forehead)|}
Iron Tail (cheek and chin)Two Moons (hair
and headdress). By a strange coincidence,
resulting profile ended up looking very mucl#
like that of ChiefTwo GunWhite Calf.As a [
result, the image on the nickel is often atirib
uted to this ChiefThe five-dollar note carries the image of
Chief Onepapa(USA#565)

The Masonic &mp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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CHINESE CHECKERS

ffectively, this stamp honors a forme
merican general, and a volunteer Chinej

fighting force.As it happened, Claire Chennault
who is shown on the stamp, was forced to resi
his commission in the Unitedt&®BesArmy Air
Service in 1937 because of deafne3fe
Chinese government, seeing Chennault was available, asked him to
become an air force advisor for them in their war against Japan.
Chennault took the position and in 1941 hgamized the Flying
Tigers, a Chinese volunteer force made up mosthArokrican
pilots and mechanic3he force won a series of outstanding victo
ries against Japan between December 1941 and July 1942. It was
then incorporated into the UnitedaBsArmy Air Service.

Flying Tiger flight leader
R.T. Smith with his plane.
The insignia was created
by the Walt Disney
Company.

CLEAR MINORITY

ith this unusual stamp, Canada eelg

brated the fiftieth anniversary of
womens sufrage (right to vote)The dates
shown for the anniversary are 1917-196
The stamp shows the expressiviOTES
FOR WOMEN in both English and Frenc
(LA FEMME DOIT VOTER). It is highly
apparent postal 6Gtials and the stamp
designer overlooked the fact that the women of Quebec were not
given the voting privilege until 1940. In 1967, the province of
Quebec comprised about 29% of the total Canadian population.
Given a reasonably even distribution of Canadian women, the stamp
only applied to about 71% of them up to 1940DN #470)

The Masonic $&amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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CoAsT GUARD CONFUSION

he date 1790 shown on this stam|
is the United &tes Coast
Guards historical reference datan
act of Congress approved on July 3
1789, provided for government ves
sels to guard coastal waters. O
August 4, 1790, first secretary of the
treasury Alexander Hamilton, requested the construction of “ten
boats” to assist in the collection of customs and tonnageAlnesv
agency was created for the boats and was named the Utdted S
Revenue Cutter Service. One hundred and twenty-five (125) years
later (1915), the Unitedt&es Life Saving Service was rged with
the Revenue Cutter Service to form the Unit&ates Coast Guard.
An obvious question related to the illustrated stamp design is what
have landing craft got to do with the Coast Guarb@ answer is
that duringWorld War 1l, Coast Guard €iters and men saw action
in every major theater of operatidrhey did so in their own vessels
or in army and navy craft.ti§, we might ponder that the Coast
Guard should be honored with a stamp that shows one of its own
vessels(USA#936)

ComMBAT CONFUSION

One’s first impression of this
stamp is that it shows two sol
diers (Confederate and Union) i
combat.This message is not intend
ed.A very close examination of the
stamp will reveal that the left hang
side shows a Confederate soldier

against a gray background; the right hand side shows a Union sol
dier against a blue backgrounthe message is simply “Blue and
Gray at Gettysbgr” The two soldiers are just in opposing posi
tions, not combatThe oficial stamp description does not say any
thing about combat or fightingVe might note that if the soldiers
were in combat, their relative positions would be absurd unless both
soldiers had missed with their bayondise design of the stamp is
based on the winning entry in a nation wide competition among
professional artists, the first contest of this nature ever sponsored by
the United &tes Postal Servic@JSA#1180)

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc. 27
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CONSERVATION COMMENTS

Forest conservation is the theme of th
stamp. Upon close examination, howeve
one will notice a tree stump as the centralfor
ground objectThe stump has the typical “two-
step” cut marks so familiar in freshly loggeq
areasTo justify the stump, we must rationalizg
that the tree was removed for conservation reg
sons. If that explanation is not accepted, th
we have to say the stump is there to symboli
what we must avoid—excessive forest deple
tion. Other than these somewhat weak attempts to explain the stamp
design, your author is “stumpedUSA#1122)

CrAzY HORSE DISCOURSE

Cgief Crazy Horse (1849?-1877), Chief of th
glala Sioux Indians, is honored on thi
stamp.The fearless Chief and his warriors defea
ed Lieutenant Colonel Geagg Custer and his
forces at the Battle of the Little Big Horn (Sout
Dakota) in 1877. Crazy Horse was later forced
surrender and was captured. He was killed by a
guard (bayoneted) when he tried to escape cusfbdy battle
resulted because the Unitett®sArmy forced the Indians to rekn
quish their South Dakota land to gold-seek@itse territory had
been ceded to the Indians in the treaty of 1868. It was their holy land
onto which Custer personally trespassed and found WYétén he
broadcasted the news, hostilities between gold-seekers and the
Indians began. Chief Crazy Horse and other Natives would not
stand for the invasion, which led to an all-out Indian.Waere is
apparently one other thing Chief Crazy Horse would not stand for—
a camera. Surprisinglythere are no known photographs of the
Chief, nor does there appear to be any known drawings or paintings
showing his imageThe stamp designeBrad Holland, created the
image we see on the stamp from a possible likeness of Chief Crazy
Horse created by sculptor Korczak Ziolkowski (1908-1982).
Extensive research was performed by Ziolkowski on the Ghief
facial features prior to commencement of work on his Crazy Horse
Memorial in the Black Hills of South Dakot@he following infor
mation emailed to your author on November 12, 1999, by Janeen

CONSERVATION

The Masonic $amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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Melmer, librarian of the Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation,-pro
vides the details.

Sculptor Korczak Ziolkowski did extensive research
prior to beginning his work on the Crazy Horse memorial,
and he could find no evidence to support that Crazy Horse
had never allowed himself to be photographed. However,
the Lakota elders who requested Korczak to carve the mon-
ument and who were Crazy Horse’s contemporaries, firmly
maintained that no pictures of Crazy Horse had ever been
taken as, “he did not want to lose his shadow.” Korczak cre-
ated the model of Crazy Horse largely through descriptions
that were given to him by the elders. He also determined
that the carving would be a memorial to the spirit of Crazy
Horse and to his people rather than a linear likeness.

Over the years, at least six photographs have been
published purporting to be Crazy Horse, but there is little or
no evidence to support the authenticity of these pictures.
Several historians have conducted thorough research in an
effort to determine whether or not Crazy Horse was ever
photographed. Based on the information Korczak received
from Crazy Horse’s contemporaries and the research con-
ducted by the various historians, we are extremely skeptical
about the existence of an authentic photograph.

Howard Red Bear (1871-1968) was a young boy when
Crazy Horse was Kkilled. He described Crazy Horse's
appearance in an interview that is recorded in the book, To
Kill an Eagle: Indian Views of the Last Days of Crazy Horse,
by Edward and Mabell Kadlecek. “This man Crazy Horse
was not big—he was medium sized—uwith light hair and light
complexion.”

Joseph Black Elk (1895-1977) described the appear-
ance of Crazy Horse in an interview that was also recorded
in To Kill and Eagle. “The personal appearance of warrior
Chief Crazy Horse was light complexion, brown eyes, dark
hair, weight about one hundred fifty pounds, height five feet,
five inches; thirty-three years of age at the time he was
killed.”

The U.S. Postal Department used Korczak’s design
when they issued the 13-cent regular issue stamp with the
image of Crazy Horse as part of the Great American Series.

After Korczak Ziolkowskis death on October 20, 1982, work
on the monument was continued by his childi&hen completed,
the Crazy Horse Monument will appear as the model shown in the

The Masonic $&amp Club of Newyork, Inc.
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first photograph belowrlhe actual carving (under construction)
can be seen in the backgrourte second photograph shows
just the carvingThe model is one mile away from the carving.
It shows Crazy Horse pointing to the distant landse theme
reflects the Chiés own words, “My lands are where my dead
lie buried.” It is also noted that Crazy Horse once told his peo
ple, “I will return to you in stone.Whatever Chief Crazy Horse
actually looked like, millions of postage stamps and a gigantic
monument, right or wrong, now attest to his likeness. Even if
something turns up to dispute his likeness, it will be near impos
sible to correct the situation. Certainly new stamp could be
issued, but as to changing the monument, well s.dérved in
stone.(USA#1855)

The Masonic $amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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CRrEDIT EDIT

pastel portrait of GegeWashington byVilliam J.

Williams was used for the design of this stamp, o
in a series showinyVashington.The original portrait
showsWashington wearing Masonic regalia (a Maso
collar, sash and apron) as shown bel®lke collar was
omitted in the stamp design so as not to credit or recjge
nize Washingtors Masonic membershifFhe story of
how the stamp came to be issued was provid@thénMasonic Philatelist
(Vol. 1, No. 10, February 1945) in an article by FEllis. An excerpt is pro
vided hereThis information has just come to light for me in the process of
scanning our Clubk’publicgions issued since 1944.

On December 11, 1930, Peter Gouled wrote to Postmaster-General Walter F, Browm
suggesting that a portrait depicting Washington as a Eason, a paimting by
William Williams be included in the series. He raceived an answer that owing
to certain rules mo individual eould b» shown on the postage stampes of the U.S.
in a fraterml capacity, Mr. Gonled, on receiving this answer from the office
of the 3rd Assistant Postmster-Oeneral, Frederic A. Tilton, again in February
ef 1931, wrote that the porirait eould be used in sueh a way that the regalia
conld be omitied and that Washington would appesr as he did in his later years.
With this letter he also sent a photograph of the portrait with the lodge jewsl
removsd, this portrait then met the Postmastsr<Genmeral’s approval and on March
13,1931, the Third Assistant-Postmaster Oemeral Tilton motified M. Gouled that
his suggestion would be adopted.

Washington was a very promi
nent Freemason, and he was very
proud of his membership in the
Order He was initiated into a lodge
at Fredericksbugy, Virginia in 1752
and later became a member and
Master of Alexandria Lodge No. |
22, Alexandria, Virginia. It is a |
shame the first president was n(
allowed Masonic expression in th
stamp design(USA#714)

The full painting by W. J. Williams. We can see
that Washington was in full Masonic regalia
when he sat for the portrait. The author of the
article mentions that Williams “painted
Washington as he was, not a flattering portrait.”
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CRrRoP CROPPING

hen one examines this stam

very closely he or she might
feel just a little uncomfortable with
Robert Johnsom’ mouth—its not
quite right.The truth of the matter is
that in the actual photograph fro
which the stamp design was take
Johnson has a cigarette in his mout®®
The evil crop was cropped-out in the on-going battle to eliminate
giving tobacco even a hint of gloi very close examination of the
stamp will reveal where the cigarette probably resided between
Johnsors lips.(USA#1994)

e
o »

Nevertheless, | am sure many great men shown on stamps were
smokers. | leave the reader to determine in whose fingers rest the
cigarette holder in the following US stamp detail.

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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CHERUB CONTROVERSY

he little cherub figures used

for the design of the stampg
shown here were, to say the lea
very bad choices.

Research has revealed that t
figures are a type of death angd
(they are not cherubs) and ar
therefore very inappropriate fo
the stamps. Joseph Scafettg an
Italian Renaissance specialist, ha
pointed out that the angels ar{
actually “putti,” or guardian death
angels who escort the recentl
deceased to Heaven or Hell. H
states that the angle&lack and
red wings are a dead give-away i
this regard.

The figures were taken from a painting by Raphael entitled
Sistine Madonnawhich is shown on the following page.

In the painting, the little angels are leaning on something
and they both appear to be very bonathat they are leaning on,
according to Scafetta, is the &of of Pope Julius Il.The
deceased ponfifs tiara (three-tiered hat) is resting on thefioof
at the left of the paintingThe angels appear to be bored and, in
fact, are so because they are listing to a long funeral oration for
the deceased Pope being delivered bySixtus to theVirgin
Mary and the Christ Child.tSBarbara, on the right, gazes at the
coffin (or perhaps at the angels to discipline theAfier St.
Sixtus has completed his speech, then a judgment will be made
by the Christ Child as to where the Pope is to be delivered—
Heaven or HellThe little angels are waiting for their orders in
this regard(USA#2957, 2958)

Side Note:The little “angels” were used on five U.S. stamps, all
with the message of “love,” and have also been used on-greet
ing cards and so forth, again with the same theme. | recently saw
a very lage mural of the images at a restaurant that caters to
children. | rate this story among the best with regard to postage
stamp oddities—another gold medal for US stamp designers.

The Masonic &amp Club of Newvork, Inc.
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Sistine Madonna, by Raphael.
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A Brother Behind the Scenes

hen we study théAmerican Revolu- i

tion, we might tend to overlook thefe [REPUBLIOUE FRANCAISE
many individuals who were “behind thel iRl P g
scenes.” In other words, those who worke 2
in the shadows to provide information, arma
ments, provisions, and the other necessiti
of guiding and maintaining a fighting force.

One such brother was Pierre-Augusti

Caron de Beaumarchais (1732-1799).
was a French playwright, watchmake
inventor musician, diplomat, spyublishey
horticulturist, arms dealggatirist, financier #
and revolutionary (both French ang BEAUMARCHAIS
American Revolutions). Because he was %8
multi-talented he was able to functiorfesdtively in various disciplines.
Wikipedia summarizes his life as follows:

Born a provincial watchmaker’'s son, Beaumarchais rose in
French society and became influential in the court of Louis XV as
an inventor and music teacher. He made a number of important
business and social contacts, played various roles as a diplomat
and spy, and had earned a considerable fortune before a series
of costly court battles jeopardized his reputation.

An early French supporter of American independence,
Beaumarchais lobbied the French government on behalf of the
American rebels during the American War of Independence. He
oversaw covert aid from the French and Spanish governments to
supply arms and financial assistance to the rebels in the years
before France’s formal entry into the war in 1778. He later strug-
gled to recover money he had personally invested in the
scheme. Beaumarchais was also a participant in the early stages
of the French Revolution. He is probably best known, however,
for his theatrical works, especially the three Figaro plays.

Wolfgang Mozart (a highly noted Mason) based an op@éis
Marriage of Figao, on a play by Beaumarchais, and here there is-a ref
erence that he was “another Freemason.” He would have interacted with
many Freemasons iimerica, so his membership in the Order is very
likely. (France #405)
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Bro. Dr. Joseph-Ignace Guillotin
A Most Unusual Masonic-related&np

n reviewing the stamps of Comor(

Islands, | ran across a “remarkable” sta
honoring Dr Joseph-Ignace Guillotin
(1738-1814), after whom is named the-ex|
cution device, “guillotine.” Howevehe did
not invent the device. It was invented by D
Antoine Louis, together with German engi
neer Tobias Schmidt, and had been pre
ously used in ItalyGermany and England
prior to its association with DGuillotin. He
simply proposed the use of the device tof theTennis Court."The French stamp
carry out death penalties in France as a lesfsowing the painting is provided here
painful method of executioAs a result, he on the left.The good Doctor was one of
became incorrectly considered its inventor the founders of the Grand Orient of

The connection with the so namedFrance. He wadNorshipful Master of
“guillotine” so embarrassed DGuillotin’s Lodge La Concordia, and also a mem
family that they petitioned the French govber of Lodge Les Neuf Soeurs. He
ernment to rename it; when the governmekhew and worked with Benjamin
refused, they changed their family namd=ranklin. (Reference: “ARemarkable
Contrary to popular belief, DrGuillotin Stamp and a Remarkable Lodge,” by
was not later executed with the device; hBro. Wessel M. Lens, MR/ol. 26, No.
died of natural cause&nother doctor with 6, May 1970, page 6.)
the same surname was executed, and thus A highly dedicated professional, Dr
the confusion. Guillotin became one of the first
French doctors to support Edward
Jennefs discovery of vaccination, and
in 1805 was the President of the
Committee forVaccination in Paris. He
also founded one of the precursors of
the National Academy of Medicine.
Obviously the Comoro Islands stamp
designers were not aware of the man’
history or they would not have
designed a stamp of that “troublesome”
nature—especially giving the subject a
Dr. Guillotin is also identified as part ofghoulish smile.(Comowo Islands #713,

the crowd on a number of other stamps thetance #390)
show the painting (or part thereof) by
Jacques David, entitled (English) “Oath
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The “Sleeping Giant’and the Samp that Never Was

fter the Japanese

attack on Pearl
Harbor in December
1941, Admiral Isoro-
ku Yamamoto is said
to have stated: “| fear

The use of atomic bombs by the “Sleepin
Giant” to end the conflict with Japan continue
to be a controversial issue. Howeubiere is
absolutely no doubt that both Germany an
Japan would have used them if they could ha
made themTheir use by the USAid, howev

all we have don_e is 'Fo - _ er, involve a measure of restraint. Smaller citie
a}waken a sleeping giant and fill him with a tefvere tageted to act as a warnifgthough the
rible resolve.” devastation was horrific, it could have bee

A stamp issued by Japan, shown here, hgsrse.
an actual photograph of the attack taken by one The last great conflict over the bomb:
of their pilots. It was issued on December 8ame about as the result of a postage star
1942.The lettering states, “1énniversary of The US Postal Service designed a stamp
the Great Eagtsia\War” mark the 50ttAnniversary of the end &orld

For certain, the quotation (whoever said it\Var Il (1995), and on it they depicted an aton
was very propheticThe devastation at Pearic bomb exploding (first image, below).
Harbor forced President Franklin Roosevelt #&nother design was submitted, this time with
enter World War Il, and would later causeplane (Enola Gay) in the upper left and a di
President Harryiruman to usher in the atomicferent caption (second image below). Japs
age. objected to the stamp, and to maintain good L

Both Germany and Japan had embarked gedations, the issue was cancelled.

a movement of unacceptable and despicagle
ideology with complete disregard for huma
rights. Within four years, both countries werg
destroyed, with repercussions that would-co
tinue for many more years.

The tragedy of war is the unavoidabl
deaths of innocent people. By,farost people
want to live in harmony and cooperation, b
by coercion and corruption what can only 4
termed as “mad men” can amass terrible forg
of evil.

During World War |, Germany introduced
an new “mind-set” in modern warfare—onq
simply destroys everything and everybody
the enemy countryn this way the population
is demoralized, which naturallyfets the abil In July 2014, the last surviving crew mem
ittes of the countng fighting forces. ber of the Enola Gayheodorevan Kirk, died.
Consequently World War Il essentially He was a member of Eureka Lodge No. 40
emeged as a “no holds barred” war Northumberland, Pennsylvan{dapan #B7)
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Long May They Reign
Christopher L. MurphyBF

he bald eagle oAmerican
eagle as commonly known
in the USAhas adorned numer
ous postage stamp# good '
friend and BrotheBarry Blount,
who lives in Chilliwack, BC
(about 60 miles from my place)
has a hobby of photographing
these great rulers of the sky
which are quite numerous
throughout the province. He sen
me this image which he format
ted into a greeting card.
Fortunately the bald eagle
population in BC is actually
increasing. Counts are done on
regular basis by a local society
The counts are done with the
naked eye. Recenfhan enter
prising individual took a high-
resolution digital photograph of
an area where the birds regularl
gather—essentially sand bars o
a river with forest in the baek
ground. When the image was
enlaged, hundreds of eagles not parts of ducks, rodents and fish are seen, as
seen with the naked eye could be identified riesult of “cleaning house.”
background treesThe society people were  Most bald eagle populations in the
astoundedTheir count was far less than what SA fell prey to the chemical DDih the
the photograph revealed. 1950s (egg shells collapsed). Eagles
Much has been learned about eagles lapbm Canada were sent to the US and th
using video recorders trained on their nestsird is once again getting a talon hold in
an on going project undertaken by thene country where its symbol accompa
HancocKWildlife Foundation. Every éfrtis nies the President on the Great Seal. |
made to preserve their nesting sites. Somgas Freemasons, by the wayho select
nests are in tall trees right in the city oéd this bird (although Brother Benjamin
Vancouver on well-traveled roads, and also franklin was rather fond of the wild
public parks. On the ground under the treesirkey). Continued
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The first time an eagle was shown oseen with this stamp (below). dtimpor
a US stamp was iApril 1869 (first image tant to note that in this case the eagle is
shown above). One month later (May) thelutching arrows rather than an olive
same basic design was used,, but this tirbeanch—in other words, “&/ mean busi
with flags each side of the shield, and redess.”There are only 13 stars around the
white, and blue coloring (second imageagle, which stand for the 13 original
above). Really this is just two colors states (same as the stripes on the US flag
because white does not need to be printétiis is a reference to the “Spirit of 1776.”
if the paper is white At that time, it It should also be noted that the eagles
appears only two colors could be used, amdngs and body form a “V”, fo¥ictory.
that is why the eagle is red (although-peContinued
haps blue might have been bettefhe
flags on either side of the shield are a litt
odd. Obviously they did not include red
stripes for some reason (I really dbste
why not). Howevernote that an illusion
was created with blue lines so that
think we can see many flags.

(Note: | realize our magazine is not i
color, howevey this material is in color on
our website.)

The next time we see the eagle on
regular issue (non-air post or special deli
er) stamp is in 1942, when the bird w4 UNITED STATES POSTACE
pressed into service to help win the war
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This discussion might lead ong
to wonder if any eagle in US histo
ry has ever performed some greg
patriotic service to truly earn its
lofty place in American symbal
ism. Surprisingly one particular
eagle has.

Just prior to the beginning of]
the American CivilWar, an Indian
by the name of Blue Sky choppeq
down a tree in which there was a
eagles nestAn eaglet tumbled out
of the nest and Blue Sky caught the
little bird. He fed and cared for it and indogs, he appeared to love marching- sol
time it grew and became very tame. Blugiers, cheering crowds and musWwhen
Sky sold the bird to a white man for fivethe regiment band played, he flapped his
bushels of corn. wings and made a whistling sound. For

When the CivilWar began, the EighthSome parades, he was placed “on review
WisconsinVolunteers (Union Force) cameHe was stationed on anfieer's horse to
up with the idea of an eagle mascot. SonYgatch the soldiers as they thundered®iyl
soldiers happened across the white ma¥e’s military rank was apparently very
Who had Blue Sk$ eagle and they boughth|gh, the OﬁcerS on parade W0u|d Salute
the bird for $2.50The eagle strutted abouthim as they passed.
the army Camp much ||ke a puppy and for The firSt t|me OIdAbe went intO battle,
some reason selected a soldier by the naffe was a little shaken. Upon hearing a-can
of Jimmie McGinnis for his masteThe nhon shot, he broke his tether and flew away

bird would not allow anyone to feed himlhe soldiers thought he had gone forever
except McGinnis. but as the battle progressed, they could he:
In time, McGinnis made for the mascofis screams amid the canon shots and rifl
a shield-shaped perch with stars and strig§e. When the battle ended and the smoke
He tethered one of the bisdlegs with a cleared, OldAbe was seen circling far
long cord and paraded him on his percibove the battlefieldh little while later he
when the regiment marched. Crowdgwooped down and landed on his perch
cheered and waved at the spectacle whEfPM that time on, he was not tethered. He
the regiment marched through the town¥vould often leave to go fishing or hunting
On a march through the state capital, tHit always returned. Sometimes he soare
eagle was given the name @itle in honor aloft over the marching regiment. Ohbe
of PresidentAbraham Lincoln. By this Went through the entire CiviVar, serving
time, Old Abe had reached maturityHe in 22 battles. Bay bullets often hit his
weighed 10.5 pounds and had a wing sp&¢rch and sometimes tore his feathers, bt
of 6.5 feet. he was never badly hurt.

While OldAbe did not like children or ~ When the war ended, Oldbe was
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given to the &te of
Wisconsin and he lived in
the Sate House at Madison
for the next 15 years. In
1875, Jimmie McGinnis
took him to the Centennial
Exposition in Philadelphia.
Thousands of admiring visi
tors listened to McGinnis
tell stories of OldAbe’s bat
tle service. In 1881, Oldbe
died of old age. His body
was mounted and put on dis
play in Madison. He was
one of the citys attractions
until the $ate House burned
down.The illustrated stamps
show an eagle clutching a
shield— a highly appropti
ate undficial tribute to Old
Abe. (USA#116, 121, 905,
#C23)

e i e e okl i'r/
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Crayons OfAll Things, But...

me of us might be a little disappoin

d with the subjects of curren
postage stampdlNe are accustomed t(
seeing great people, artwork, notewort
events and so forth as subjedtge are
now seeing mundane products, such
the crayons shown heid/hen | first laid
eyes on this stamp, my reaction wa
What Next? Howeverwhen | studied it
for a while, | recalled with fond memorie
using those crayons when | was about
years old—wishing there were more o
ors, how | peeled back the pap@nd how a favorable reaction, so the USPS might
the crayons eventually broke and pushinge a little smarter than we think by usihg
all the pieces back in the box. I now kingnaterial of this nature. | certainly daor

of like the stamp. Obviously what wethink I'm alone.(USA#3182d)
have here is nostalgi@ihe image invoked

i Crayola Crayons 1903
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Additional Masonic Musicians
(Thanks to the Netherlands Masonic Group and Bro. Domingue.)

Nikolaos Halikiopoulos Mantzaros(1795-1872). Greek compos
er born in Corfu and the major representative of the lonian Sc
of music. He was of mixed Greek and Italian noble descent, ¢
ing from one of the most important and wealthy families of t
“Libro d’Oro di Corfu” and therefore he never considered hims
a “professional composéRecent research and performances h
led to a re-evaluation of Mantzaros as a significant composer
music theorist. He was initiated into Freemasonry in 1818 in a lodge in Kerkiru, Greece, v
he lived.The lodge in that city now is Phoenix Lodge, No.1. It is not certain that this was
name of the lodge he originally joind&hown on right —&ece #601)

Raffaele Attilio Amedeo Schipa, know as Tito Schipe
(1888-1965). Italian tendtle is considered one of the finest te
di grazia (lyric tenors) in operatic histoiye was endowed with
natural, sensuous voice which he deployed with great intelli
and taste. He was born in Lecce. He studied in Milan and me
operatic debut at age 21 in 1910\4rcelli. He subsequen
appeared throughout Italy and in BueAass. In 1917, he creat
the role of Ruggiero in PuccisiLa Rondine. Espartana Lodge
300, Buenogdires, Argentina.(Democratic Republic of S&d@mmé
and Principe; Scott number not available yet.)

Pablo Martin Meliton de Sarasate y Navascuéfl844—1908
Spanish violinist and composer of the Romantic period. Ow:
course of his caredne toured many parts of the world, perforn
in Europe, Nortimerica, and SoutAmerica. His artistic pre-er
nence was due principally to the purity of his tone, which wa
from any tendency towards the sentimental or rhapsodic, and
impressive facility of execution that made him a virtuoso. Lod¢
Ruche Philosophique, Paris, Frar&pain #2028)

Jodo Domingos Bomtempoalso Buontempo (1775-184""
Portuguese classical pianist, composer and pedagogue. H
posed a vast amount of concertos, sonatas, variations and fi
for the piano. His two known symphonies are the first to be
duced by a Portuguese compo&smtempas masterpiece is |
Requiem in memory of Luis de Camd@®ortugal #1227)

PORTUGAL
M5 1 PURTEGEESE
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The RoyalYacht that Followed a King to a Grave

his stamp showing the Royal racing yac

Britannia is considered one of the mos
beautiful stamps—and to many yacht enthus
asts one of the most nostalgic.

The yacht was built in 1893 for
Commodoréilbert Edward, Prince diVales,
who later became King Edwaxdl. By the
end of her first year of racingritannia had
scored 33 wins from 43 starts. In her seco
season, she won all 7 races for the first cla
yachts on the French Riviera, and then be®
the 1893Americas Cup defendevigilant in
home waters. She went on to win numero
other races.

Edward passed the yacht to his so
Geoge VI, who continued racing the vesse
with continued success. In her later years, S
was re-fitted, but was unable to reclaim hd
former glory During her entire racing caree
Britanniahad won 231 races and took anrot
er 129 flags.

Geoge VI became very attached to hig
legendary racing cutteland like a jealous

P
0
5
T
A
4]
E

lover, did not want anyone else to hold. iis : ~iren

dying wish was for his beloved yacht was t . >
follow him to the graveAccordingly on July =) \ ""‘,‘

10, 1936, afteBritannia had been stripped of -.@- F -~ 1

her spars and fittings, her hull was towed out ‘_ 4
S Catherines Deep near the Isle dfight, and
she was sunk biMS Whchestercommane

ed by CaptainV.N.T. Beckett of the Royal

Navy. Edward VIl in his Masonic regalia.
King EdwardVIl was a very high-profile

and active Freemason. During his timbattle the elementShe time has definitely
Masonic participation flourished on every eoncome to when we need to put the old “Craft” on
tinent, in virtually every natiohe Order cer the table and look for ways to up-date it.
tainly “won the day” in earlier times, but hadward VII was a member ofApollo
now come up against very stifompetition. University Lodge No. 357, Oxford, England,
Perhaps a ‘“re-fit” in this case would helpand also Prince ofWales Lodge No. 250,
Unlike Britannia, the Order does not have td_ondon, England(CDN #216)
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Milestone for Philatelic Freemasonry

Walter P Benesch, President
Geoge Washington Masonict&mp Club

he date FridayJanuary 30, 2015; the

place, RestonVirginia—a date and
place to be recognized as a great day
Masonic Philately One of the most
exclusive invitational bodies in
FreemasonryThe Society of Blue Friars,
accepted into its ranks one of our owr
Robert (Bob) Domingue, the long time
editor and driving force ofhe Philatelic
Freemason: Journal of the Masoni(
Sudy Unit.It is important to realize that
there are only a little over 100 Mason
who have ever been invited to the rank
of the Blue Friars which includesrturo
de Hoyos, Brent MorrisAllen Roberts
and many other noted Masonic writer a
and authors. Only a single Mason i W =

invited to this prestigious ganization Bro. Robert Domingue, proclaimed a Blue

each yeargiven there is a vacar}c'ijhe Friar in January 2015. Our congratulations
newly chosen member then delivers th

keynote address; an address that attra
Masons from the international scene whstarted in Great Britain in 184Then the
represent some of the most rarefiedsuing of the five cent Ben Franklin and
Masonic oganizations not only in theten cent Gegje Washington stamps in
United Sates but around the world. 1847 commenced the issuance of Unitec
Bro. Bob, now Blue Friar Domingue,States stamps. Bob noted that over the
delivered a splendiferous paper on stanrpmainder of 19th Century 16 other indi
collecting, outlining his personal experividuals were displayed on stamps, nine
ence and the history of philately in genof whom were Masons.
eral and Masonic Philately in particular ~ The first Masonic covers were pro
To fully understand how important thisduced in the 1920s, commemorating-spe
presentation was to non-attendees, aal events.These early covers included
brief review of the points brought out bythe dedication of thédASR Temple in
Bro. Bob is presented. Indianapolis in 1929, and the dedication
Bro. Bob informed the audience ofof the Geoge Washington Masonic
the origins of postage stamps whiciNational Memorial, which occurred on

and fraternal best wishes.
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May 12, 1932The latter also had a speone at BALPEX (Baltimore Philatelic
cial rubber stamp used for aagilation of Exposition) and the other at the Ggor
the covers issued and which was applied Washington Masonic National Memorial in
all mail out of theAlexandria post dice on Alexandria, Virginia (Sunday on or after
that date. February 22nd). It was noted that the

Bro. Harrison Groat began to issue co\GWMSC continues to issue a Gger
ers postmarked at various locations with Washington Birthday cachet with a Mt.
cachet on the envelope describing an event\@rnon cancellation at the Clgb’annual
special importance associated with the dateeeting in FebruaryPast president and long
of the cancellationThis started with the time cachet developer Bro.taéley R.
issuance of the 200th commemoration (200ttongencker was singled out for his outstand
anniversary) of Solomon Lodge No. 1ling contributions in producing Masonic cov
Geogia, on February 12, 1934. Bro. Groatrs over many years.
continued to issue approximately 40 covers Bro. Bob cited the many other Masonic
over the next six years which may be considtamp clubs which lgely lived and died
ered the true beginning of Masonic Philatelwith their founders and driving forc€hese
in the United &tes. included the Temple $amp Club of

Of course Bro. Bob noted January 13\lilwaukee, The Philadelphia Masonic
1934 as an important date fohe Masonic Stamp Club, The Denver Masonic t&np
Stamp Club of Newrork. It was on that date Club, the Louisiana Masonictégnp Club,
when a number of Masons met at the Neand the Masonict&8mp Club of Missouri.
York Grand Lodge Library and Museum and He noted the Masonict&np Club of
formed their famous Club. He noted thalew York’s quarterly publication,The
membership included many famous Masordasonic Philatelistwhich efectively started
including the President of the Unitethfes, in 1944 with a simple one-page newsletter
Franklin Delano Roosevelthe Clubs first Other newsletters issued by the various club:
cover was issued in February of 1935 withver the years were singled out with their cre
the recognition of the Gege Washington ators and editorsthe Philatelic Feemason
Shrine inTappan, NewYork. Our beloved is one of the surviving newsletters that -con
and recently departed Brothebr. Allan tinues to be published—of course under Bro.
Boudreau, and the current editor of thBob’s guidance.The American Topical
Club’'s quarterly magazinéThe Masonic Association (AA) started up a country-wide
Philatelist) Christopher Murphy were sin Masonic $amp Newsletter which was the
gled out as just a few of the guiding lights diirst associated with th&TA—of which The
the Club.The Master of Philately DegreePhilatelic Freemasorcontinues to be pub
was noted, which Bob received in 1964. lished.

The creation of Chapter No. 1 of the Bro. Bob mentioned the Masonic
Masonic $amp Club of NY occurred in Philatelic Club of Great Britain which was
1956. The name was later changed to thereated in 1977, but had a break when the
Geoge Washington Masonic t8mp Club Grand Loge of England attempted to limit the
(GWMSC), of which the author is the curren€Club’s members to members of the Grand
presidentThis Club has two meetings a year,.odge only The Grand Lodge later relented
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providing the Club members would be limitcopy of Bro. Bols talk were provided with
ed to recognized lodge memberBhis some of the most outstanding examples.
expanded the existence of Masonic stamp The pride and joy of his personal collec
clubs in a number of countries and manton are those Masonic covers which he hac
publishing a variety of newsletters and magutographed by those who were the subject c
azines. Key to success is an extensivyiee cachet. Bro. Bob noted he has been able 1
Masonic reference libraryn particular Bro. collect signatures from Brothers Harry
Denslows 10,000 Famous FEemasons. Truman, the Duke oWindsor J. Edgar
Brothers Chris Murphy (well known to read Hoover Chief Justice EaiVarren, President
ers of this publication), Brothers Emiel CralMighuel Aleman of Mexico, President
of the Netherlands, and Jean-ClaMilespy Tubman of Liberia, and perhaps the most
of France were noted as major contributors impressive all, the astronauts who were
Masonic philately research. Masons: “They form an impressive collection
What was interesting in the talk was th@ust by themselves.”
pointing out of “Masonic” stamps with Bro. Bob also discussed Masonic devices
scenes associated with places named aftesed to cancel stamps. Back in the 1900s th
Masons. One example was the depiction ofdividual post masters were able to crate thei
the Thatcher Ferry Bridge (Panama stampdwn devices made of cork, rubber or other
named after Bro. MauricEhatcher and the material. They carved various designs (sym
traffic light (ltalian stamp), invented by Bro.bols of various types) which left a “cancella
Lester FWire. Both of these examples showiion” impression on the stamp. Some
the extent of good investigation and verificaFreemasons carved the square and compass
tion of Masonic associations. and other Masonic symbols. Such stamp:
As to the Masonic emblem shown oibecame known as “Masonic cancellations.”
stamps, this can be misleading. In some cases The US Postal Service soon banned sucl
the emblem is used with the image of an-indtancellations, but in the 1930s a few post
vidual who was clearly not a Mason. masters went back to the old ways, and ther
Bro. Bob recommends that for thosare to be found some excellent Masonic-can
wishing to create a Masonic collection it igels (both old and nevas it were). It might
best to do your own individual research anide noted here that the GWasonic $amp
limit the collection to personal preferences;lub is permitted to use special Mernon
be it stamps associated with Freemasonpancellations, one of which is the square an
first day covers, special Masonic cachets, aompasses, used for the GgEaWashington
even anti-Masons and associations (sorBérthday covers.
Vatican stamps fall under this category). When asked from the audience if he
One highly interesting category ofthought philately would turn around and
Masonic philately is what is called theprices begin to increase, Bro. Bob was quite
“Government issuesThese are stamps thafrank in his answer— noThe hobby of
specifically honor the Masonic OrddéBro. stamp collecting is not passing on to
Bob cited several stamps from such divergmough of the next generation and the col
counties as Cuba, El SalvadBiomania, and lections of many philatelists who have had
Mexico. Those fortunate to obtain a hardheir cachets canceled are coming into the
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market with few buyersThis can be relat There can be little doubt the Bro. Beb’

ed by personal experience where ramesentation tdhe Blue Friars was perhaps the
GWMSC covers costing $30 in the earlynost outstanding talk on Masonic philately in
1990s, have been available for as little ascent historylt was a truly a fantastic day for

$0.50 at some philatelic expositions in thBro. Bob, but also a tremendous day for
past few years. Masonic philately

BALPEX ScHEDULE

GeorgeWashington Masonic &amp Club
Summer Meeting
BALPEX
Baltimor e Philatelic Exposition
Sunday, September6, 2015
Salon & Time TBD

Baltimore HuntValley Inn,WyndhamAffiliate 245 Shawar
Road, HunWalley, Maryland 21031, I-83 at Shawan Rod{,
Exit 20 East
Free Parking
Program: “Jean Sibelius: Compasktason.”

The talk includes a slide show of Sibelilig®2 and careerincluding
philatelic items related to the compagsef course there will be exann]

ples of his musicThe talk will be presented by the President of e
Club.

Door prizes for all attending the meeting.

This will be an open meeting where Masonic philatelists and|the
public are more than welcome.

We look forward to seeing you!
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You are welcome to join us in
exploring the fascinating world
of Freemasony on ﬁostage
stamps from around the world.

http://www .mscnewyork.net/




