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USS Constitution
Brother Samuel Nicholson — First Commander
Christopher L. MurphyBF

ew of the tall ships in the annals of-ig

tory have garnered as much fame ar ol
notoriety as th&JSS ConstitutionrShe was
built for the purpose of protecting
American merchant ships during the Qua
War (war fought mostly at sea between th
United Sates of America, Batavian
Republic, and Great Britain against Frang
and later Spain) and to defeat the Barba
pirates in the First Barbamvar. When she
later served in thévar of 1812, she proved
to be one of the greatest, if not the greate| .
war ship in the world. Her ability to with
stand grueling punishment caused her to |
called,Old Iron Sides. -~

Her name was chosen by our illustriou
Brother GeogeWashington, and when her
keel was laid, Major General Henry Knoy
(strongly believed to have been
Freemason) was SecretarMgér in chage
of theArmy and Navy -

Built at a cost of about $303,000 ($5.¢ Commander Samuel Nicholson
million in current US funds), the bolt
which fastened her timbers and the copp
sheathing dixed to her hull were made b
Brother Paul Revere. She carried 44 to
(or more) guns and had a crew of 450
500 men.

When she was launched in 179
Brother Samuel Nicholson (1743-1§1
was named her first Commandeie was a
member of Lodge No. 17, Queenstow
Maryland. Nicholson had been a Captain It
the Continental Navy during themerican In May 1799 Nicholson was relieved of
Revolution. He had served as a Lieutenahts command, and the following year he
on the USS Bonhomme Ricltarunder became the first Commandant of the
Brother John Paul Jones. Boston NavyYard. He remained on active

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 3
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duty with the Navy for the remainder of hisThe meteor of the ocean air

life. He died at Charlestown, MassShall sweep the clouds no more.

achusetts in 181 and is buried in the cryptHer deck, once red with heroes' blood,

of the OIld North Church in Boston,Where knelt the vanquished foe,

Massachusetts. It might be noted that MWhen winds were hurrying o'er the flood,

1901, the torpedo boalicholson was And waves were white below,

named after him. No more shall feel the victor's tread,
Old Ironsidescarried on in active serviceOr know the conquered knee;—

until 1828.The rigors of battle and the sea hatihe harpies of the shore shall pluck

taken their toll and in that year she was-coiThe eagle of the seal!

demned as unseaworthywo years later

when a newspaper reported that the ship was, better that her shattered bulk

to be “broken up,” the poet Olivétlendell Should sink beneath the wave;

Holmes wrote and published the followingHer thunders shook the mighty deep,

poem: And there should be her grave;
Old Ironsides Nail to the mast her holy flag,
By Set every threadbare sall,

And give her to the god of storms,

Oliver Wendell Holmes The lightning and the gale!

September 16, 1830

The poem so aroused public sentimen
Long has it waved on high, that the _great lady was parploned fr_om certair
And many an eye has danced to see dgstructlon, anq she remains to this day as
That banner in the sky: prized possession of the peopléter the ship

had been restored, Henry Knox Lodge of
Massachusetts was constituted onboar
(March 17, 1926 \USA#951, 4703)

Ay, tear her tattered ensign down!

Beneath it rung the battle shout,
And burst the cannon's roar;—

U S S C' 0 N S TI TU T!"ON This is the latest (2012) US stamp

showing the USS Constitution. It is
from a painting by Michele Felice
Corné (1752-1845). We see the
grand ship broadside in full sail
during the War of 1812 with
smoke coming from a cannon or
cannons. | will assume the ship
has momentarily headed into the
wind, otherwise | have a problem
with the direction in which the
flags are flying. However, we will
forgive Corné if need be because
it is believed he introduced the
tomato into the American diet.

4 The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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Message from your President and Editor

Pﬂlately has two primary aspects: collecmight be termed “generic” information when
tion and reflectionThe first aspect is sim it comes to Masonic aspects.
ply the collecting of art printsfthey may be This was a conscious decision made ir
very small, but size is relative. Just like regiconjunction with Bro. Michael Bronndrhad
lar art prints, the fewer there are then the mocertainly gone this route in articles for the MP
desirable (and costly). in previous years when Brallan Boudreau
The second aspect is far more compleworked with me.
Here the little print becomes a massive state Although | try to stay away from being
ment representing volumes of knowledge inighly opinionated, | do have an issue with
every disciple of human endeavddepiction individuals who are not Freemasons, but take
of Geoge Washington or Benjamin Franklinit upon themselves to write about the Order
calls up not only the personal lives of each butith “authority” Such individuals have
every aspect of themerican Revolution. always been there, howeyeahings have
Of course, it is this second aspect thahanged and they now have massive exposu
results in research and subsequent knowledgéth the Internet and television.
How often have you looked at an unfamiliar ~ This edition of The Masonic Philatelist
stamp and wondered to yourself about thearks the end of the first full year that | have
story of whom or what is seen? Naturallye been your editor/publishdrextend my thanks
all “come to the table” with considerableo Bro. Michael Bronner and Joyce Boudreau-
(although varied) education and can immedRuso for their strong support, encouragemen
ately recall some facts. Howeyenly in very and great editing in the production of our pub
specialized cases is this “resident” knowleddieation.
much more than a fraction of the total story | also need to mention that this edition
We are quite fortunate in this day becausd The Masonic Philateligt is the last edition
knowledge on essentially any subject can lmder our previous Club policy If you wish
found on the Internet. My massive library ofo continue receiving a pofessionally print-
some 1,000 books, including encyclopediasgd copy of ourquarterly, please efer to
eventually gathered dust and were disposgzhge 3 of ourdast (September2015) edition.
Of course, | kept those containing specifimn summary, you need to povide $50 US
knowledge or had a rarity aspethhe knowd  funds by January 1, 2016.
edge contained on the Internet is now manv
times greater than that of any individual sinc % W %m
the beginning of time.

Although | still derive some pleasure fromn /, ﬁé

owning stamps, by far my greatest pleasure
in researching them and writing about them.

Now, on the subject of writing, you have %fﬂ %
likely noticed that material Have presented

over the past two years goes far beyond tkristopher L. MurphyBF
simple examination of a stamp and wha&resident/Editor

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 5
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Origin of the Penny Postage
JohnA. Mirt
(November 1948)

prhaps this story has been told in postage histories, but the following
account is taken from thipril 1852 issue of Masonic Journal. It indi
cates Masons were interested in the subject 96 years ago.

A traveller sauntering through the lake district of
England, some years ago, arrived at a small public
house just as the postman stopped to deliver a letter.
A young girl came out to receive it. She took it in her
hand, turned it over and over and asked the charge. It
was a large sum—no less than a shilling. 5

Sighing heavily, she observed that it came from |MIBINURIIUE]

her brother, but that she was too poor to take it in, and
she returned it to the postman accordingly.
The traveler was a man of kindness as well as of observation. He
offered to pay the postage himself, and in spite of more reluctance on
the girl’s part than he could well understand, he did pay it, and gave her
the letter. No sooner however, was the postman’s back turned than she
confessed that the proceeding had been concerted between her broth-
er and herself, that the letter was empty, that certain signs on the direc-
tions conveyed all that she wanted to know, and that, as neither of
them could afford to pay postage, they had devised this method of
franking the intelligence desired.

The traveler pursued his journey and, as he plodded over the
Cumberland falls, he mused upon the badness of a system which
drove people to such straits for means of correspondence, and which
defeated its own objects all of the time. With most men such musing
would have ended before the close of the hour, but this man’s name
was ROWLAND HILL and it was from this incident and these reflec-
tions that the whole scheme of penny postage was derived. (MPVol. 5,
No. 4: November 19485B #1)

Editor’'s Comment: This process of “franking’even carried over to the telephone with
long-distant collect calls. One merely did not accept the call after being told who the caller
was, and where he or she was calling from. One automatically knew the caller was fine
and where he or she wass the old saying goes, “Where there is a will, there is a
way."Furthermore, although Rowland Hill was not a Freemason, his famous stamp was
engraved byAmerican-born, Jacob Perkins, a member of Petels Lodge,
Newburyport, Massachusettsle was also a Knight§emplar Newburyport
Commandery

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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Our First Club President

e of our Club founders and its first president was BI
Arthur W. Deas, a numismatist and at one time presid
of the NewYork Numismatic ClubThis Club was founded in
1908.At this point, | have not been able to find a biograpt
for Bro. Deas, but hope such will come to light as we mao
forward. In 1941, the Nework Numismatic Club (NYNC) Nt -
issued a medallion showing the likeness of Bro. Deas, as | (i R
vided here. It was struck in both silver and nickel, and later * R BEALE Y
bronze. Brother Deas was called from labor in Deceml
1950 as shown below

Arthur W. Deas Dies

RTHUR W. DEAS, well known

collector of New York, N. Y., died
on Sunday, December 3, 1950, at St.
Francis Hospital in New York, follow-
ing amputation of his leg in an opera-
tion the preceding Friday. Mr. Deas had
been in poor health for some time.

Mr. Deas was president of the Col-
lectors Club for several -years, and had
also been secretary, vice-president, and
governor of that organization at various
times. He was also president for sev-
eral years of the Masonic Stamp Club,
and had been active many years in Ma-
sonic affairs. He was a member of
the AP.5, S.P.A, B.ILA., the West-
chester Stamp Club, and the Association
for Stamp Exhibitions.

Besides stamp collecting he was ac-
tively interested in coin collecting, and
was president for a number of years of
the New York Numismatic Society, and
a member of the American Numismatic
Association,

Mr. Deas.is survived by his widow,
Mrs. Anna Deas, three sons, two daugh-
tes, and a sister.

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.

Medallion S tatistics
Mint: New York City
Obverse: ARTHUR W.
DEAS: Bust facing right
Reverse: NEW YORK
NUMISMATIC CLUB
ORGANIZED 1908: Male
half figure, body facing,
head to r.; holding torch in
r. hand and coin in |. hand;
ancient buildings/ruins in
background.

Diameter: 38.0

Weight: 26.9459
Reference: NYNC
Centennial History, p.178.
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How “Masonic” is the Washington Monument?

he fact that Gege Washington was a Freemason al

that the cornerstone of tiidashington Monument was
laid in a Masonic ceremopgefinitely give the monument
Masonic significance. Howevethe fact that Gege
Washington happened to be a Freemason and Masonic
nerstone layings were very common at the time has td
considered. A

Nevertheless, two other ngamal factors also enter thef =
equation.The measurements of the structure and grou e ,,,,S“A;
correspond to a measurement system used by medi®
stone masons. In other words, when this system is applled all of the measure
ments come out in more reasonable numbers. For example, rather than something
like 55 feet, 1.5 inches, we get exactly 55 measures (or whatever) under the sys
tem used. Furthermore, the monument is set in the center of a circle, which has
Masonic significance.

As to the measurements, there is nothing to tie-in the system used with
FreemasonnAs to the circle, it could be considered a “natural” for this type of
structure.

The main question that must be
answered is why on earth was an
obelisk selected for the design of the
monument? One does not have to
wander very far to get an answer to
this question—just go to your local
cemeteryAn obelisk is a symbol of
the resurrection in both Christianity
and Freemasonry and will be found
on many graves. Freemasons aetual
ly go another step. If the initials
“M.B.” are seen on an obelisk, this
references the death and burial of
Hiram Abiff, whom every
Freemason represents.

Although it was recommended
by John Marshal (a Freemason) that
the monument contain the tomb of
Geoge Washington, theNashing-
ton family was reluctant to move the
body (Washington had been buried
fewer than ten days earlier).

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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Whatever the case (tomb or
tomb) if quite a few of those involved
in the monument project wer 1
Freemasons, then an obelisk woul
have been high on the list for the desi o}vF :
of the structure. | suppose the objed

very plain, and the reply was probably§d
“not if you make it 555 feet tall. Few|#
would ague this point. ..

There is one other unusual inciderf
in the construction of the monume

1850s, Pope Pius IX contributed &

block of marble. It is believed that in

March 1854, members of the anti £

Catholic, nativistAmerican Party— - T - =5
- = = == : e e

better known as the “Know- , _

Nothings’—stole the “Pops'stone” as Settmg the aluminum apex on the

a protest and supposedly threw it in,[‘V\/_ashlngton Monument. At that time, alu-

the Potomac River (it was replaced jminum was valued at about the same

1982).What we can glean from this isPrice as silver.

that the Pope evidently had no problem with contributing to the construction of

an obeliskThose who believe such is a pagan structure might take note of this.

Although this is a good explanation for the missing stone, | have always
wondered if the stone might have been taken by misguided Freemasons who did
not want any Roman Catholic content in what they considered a Masonic struc
ture. Keep in mind that back in those days there was considerable animosity
between the Masonic Order and the Catholic Church.

We now come to our title question, “How Masonic is YNashington
Monument?” In my opinion, the selection of an obelisk was highly Masonic in
nature. Indeed, | danthink we would have anything near that unique and
impressive (if anything at all) without Masonic involvement. | think we can all
be proud of our early brethren for making the monument a reality

Please Remember ~

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York is a non-profit organiza-
tion. This means we cannot market publications or anything else
for a profit. We must depend solely on /donations to provide this
quarterly.

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 9
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The Srength and $yle of Our Navy Tradition
by John F Kennedy

Aside: | found this atficle by the late Resident John FKennedy in théugust 10, 1962
edition of Life magazine. It sheds some light on our distinguishedhbr Franklin

Delano Roosevelt. Selections ofvesrk in Roosevel’ personal collection prvided in

the original aticle have not been included keais they a too extensive. Ed.

s a president who shares Franklimterest in the sea. But | discovered that

Roosevelt lifetime afection for the most people are as unaware as | had been
Navy, | read with special interest a story #he fact that Roosevelt spent much more
year ago discussing.[-R’s collection of time and money on what he used to call
naval art.The article described it as “the‘the Navy collection” than he did on his
world’s lagest known collection of collection of stampsAnd | was particular
American naval prints and paintings.’ly curious to learn how he ever managed ftc
Roosevelt had bequeathed it to the natiopay attention to his collections in the midst
along with his Hyde Park house and hisf the demands and pressures of the pres
personal papers, and the prints, accordimgncy
to the story were presently stored in the It is evident that Roosevelt was a born
Roosevelt Library at Hyde Park. collector He began his stamp collection at

Inquiring further into the mattet diss the age of 8; he was buying books at-auc
covered that, while individual items fromtions at the age of 9; and, when he went tc
the Roosevelt collection had been on-disdarvard, what he later called his “bad habit
play there had never been an exhibit exclof acquisitiveness” was well developéd
sively devoted to the collection itselfan undegraduate, he used to browse
Accordingly | asked DWayne Groverthe among the second-hand bookshops alon
archivist of the United tates, to arrange athe Cornhill of Boston. His letters to his
showing of the best of Roosevslthaval mother when he went on a European-hon
prints. Franklin Rooseveff’ friend, eymoon in 1905 tell of visits to bookshops
Professor and Reddmiral Samuel Eliot along the Seine and in LondoFhis habit
Morison, and my own friend, the artisipersisted through most of his life. | was
William Walton, helped make the selectioninterested to discover that in February
The exhibit is now on display at thel933, a few weeks before he became
National Archives, near the ConstitutionPresident at the bottom of the worst depres
and the Declaration of Independence, arsion of our historyhe found time to visit
will be there till the end of the yedrhen it the Old Print Shop in Nework City and
will go on tour to various cities in thespent an hour looking around and chatting
United Sates and perhaps to some abroauith the proprietar

While the exhibit was in course of His early collecting dbrts amounted,
preparation, | tried to find out aboutin his words, to “a very conglomerate, hit-
Roosevelts collecting habits. Everyoneor-miss, all-oveithe-place collection on
knows, of course about his stamp colle@very man, animal, subject or material.”
tion, and everyone knows too about hiBut in due course he began to specialize

10 The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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ih Ly g ——— ]
There is no caption shown for this photograph in the article. However, we can see a young
looking FDR enjoying model sailboats. It's amusing that we see him with a smoking pipe
rather than his customary cigarette in a holder.

From boyhood he had kept his eyes opei his pieces. Before his polio, he haunted
for materials relating to the sea and ships-shops and auctions in the search for gooc
not only prints and paintings but bookshuys.Thereafter he pored over dealarat
pamphlets, manuscripts, ship models aradogues with care. Often he noted in the
even sheet music. In 1925 he decided tmagin “I have this” (his knowledge of his
narrow his marine collection to the historgollections, though they contained thou
of the Navy In that year he disposed of thesand of items was remarkably detailed and
other items at auctions in Nevork. accurate) or queried the deateopinion of
Though a man of means, Roosevethe value of the itemWhen he marked
built his collection by wary and intelligentitems favorably his devoted friend Louis
choice rather than by laying out great suntdowe would then be summoned to act as
of money He rarely paid very much for anyhis agent in completing the purchage.

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 11
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system of jottings in the catalogue wouldpecializations. Some have supposed tha
tell Howe how far he could go at the auche did not want to embarrass visiting-for
tions: thus “up to $135 or “on single checleign dignitaries by confronting them with
marks dort go over bid.” representations of U.S. naval victories. |

Much of his collection was bought athave been less punctilious in this respect ir
relatively low prices and today would cemmy office, and can report that even Prime
mand a good deal more on the market. Minister Macmillan has observed pictures
the summer of 1933, for example, duringf the U.S.S. Constitution in victory with
the first year of his presidendye received out a quiver
a letter from &/irginian ofering to sell him The president bought very little after
two prints of the naval war witfiripoli. 1939. “I have no more wall space,” he once
Roosevelt returned the letter with “Howtold his secretaryAlso prices were going
much?” scrawled at the toghe owner up, and Roosevelt felt that he could not
asked $100 each: Roosevelt finally gafford even items he wanted. On one acca
both for $150.There were two Charlession a secretaryin declining an dér,
Denoon prints, exceedingly rare, and noexplained that the President was “feeling
worth several thousand dollars each. the pinch of poverty toddy

Like all collectors, Roosevelt loved The mystery remains how Roosevelt
bamgains; and like all collectors he wagould have found time to continue his-col
sometimes deceived. For many happegctions and to do all the other things he
years he thought he owned the originalpodid. | can only ascribe it to impressive per
trait of John Paul Jones painted by Jeawonal habits of disciple and purpose—to
Michel Moreau in 1781Then he sent it out this, and to the fact that his collections
from the White House one day to beoffered him unique relaxation from the bur
cleaned—and discovered that it was onlydens and tensions of the presidentiéicef
copy dating from the 1890s. (He did not have young children roaming

The collection inevitably overflowed around théVhite House.)
the various houses in which Roosevelt “The Old Navy” is thus evidence of the
lived. Naval prints covered every availableollecting passion of an extraordinary
inch of the wall in the entrance hall of hifresident. But it is much more than this. It
old house at Hyde Park. He had many witls, as Roosevelt intended it should be, 8
him in the White House, some stored irreminder of the strength and style of our
large blue cases in the back halls. In theaval tradition—the tradition of daring and
oval presidential dice, however he hung devotion which has sustained our Navy in
only prints and paintings showing views ovar and which makes it today a mainstay
the Hudson between Nework and of peace in a troubled world.
Albany—another area of his collecwr —0—

Comment: Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1882—-1945) was the most beloved US Presic
of the 20th CenturyThe problems he faced and resolved were the most complex in
history of the USA, and indeed the world. His membership in the Masonic Orderisag
source of pride to all Freemasons.

12 The Masonic Samp Club of New York, Inc.
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The Masonic Specialist

BELCHER, JONATHAN (1681-1757); colonial governor of
Massachusetts, New Hampshire and New Jersey (concurrently); sparked the
financing and construction of Nassau Hall; received his Masonic degrees in
a Guild Lodge in England.

Primary Samp: USA No. 1083

Year: 1956

Type: Commemorative

Issue:Nassau Hall Issue

Designer:Not indicated

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: From an engraving by
Henry Dawkins

Design: Nassau Hall, Princeton, New Jersey

Seconday Samp(s): None

Samp Facts: The primary stamp commemorated the 200th anniversary of
the completion of Nassau Hall, the oldest building of Princeton University
The hall is named aftatilliam of Nassau or KingVilliam IIl of England.
However the building was originally to be named after Jonathan Belcher
but he wished it to be called by its present name.

Additional Masonic Information: Belcher is claimed by some historians
to have been the first native bdxmerican to become a Freemason. He was
born in Boston and as a young man traveled to England where he was made
a Master Mason in an old Guild Lodge in 1704. He is also reported as being
a member of the craft in Nova Scotia during those early days, batefil -
iated with $. John's Lodge, Boston, MassachuséMben the trustees of
Princeton University asked to name their new hall after Belthey stat
ed: “When your Excellency is translated to a house not made with hands,
eternal in the Heavens, let Belcher Hall proclaim your beneficent acts.”
However as stated, Belcher refused this honor

When Belcher retired in 1741, the lodges of Boston thanked him for the
many favors he bestowed upon Freemasdnryeply Belcher wrote to the
lodges the following which further attests to his Masonic membership: “It is
now thirty-seven years since | was admitted intoAtheient and Honorable
Society of Free anéccepted Masons, to whom | have been a faithful
Brother and well-wisher to the art of Masafiry

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 13
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BELL, JOHN (1797-1869); U.S. politician; secretary of war; senator from
Tennessee; speaker of the House of Representatives, 23rd Congress; one of
the founders of th&Vhig Party; King Solomon Lodge No. 6, Gallatin,
Tennessee.

Primary Samp: USA No. 992

Year: 1950 i'_\su.w.tjm{ .

TR

Type: Commemorative

Issue: National Capital Sesquicentenni
Issue

Designer:R. L. Miller

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not indicated

Design: United Sates Capitol

Seconday Samp(s): USANo. 572

Samp Facts: The primary stamp commemorated the legislative branch of
the United $&tes governmentThe United $&tes Capitol building was
designed byilliam Thornton.The building did not appear as it is shown
on the stamp for the full 150 years being commemorated. It wagedlar
and the dome was added between 1851 and 1865.

Additional Masonic Information: Bell may also have been a member of
Nashville Lodge No. 37, Nashvill@ennessee. In fact, this lodge may have
been his mother lodge. Furthermore, he was a Ragal Mason.

BELLAMY , FRANCIS J. (1855-1931); Baptist Church minister and
writer; author of thédmericanPledge ofAllegianceto the Flag; Little Falls
Lodge No. 181, Little Falls, Nework.

Primary Samp: USA No. 1596
Year: 1975

Type: Regular Issue

Issue: Not applicable
Designer: Not indicated

MP Class:Class Il

Artwork: Not indicated
Design: Eagle and shield
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Seconday Samp(s): USANo. 1153, 2594

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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Saamp Facts: One part of Bellamy's pledge is shown on the primary stamp.
However the part shown, "One Nation indivisible," is the part in Bellamy's
original version of the pledgélhis part was changed by congressional
action in 1954 to read: "One Nation under God indivisibl&é addition of
the words "under God" was very inspiration&hy they are omitted on the
postage stamp is puzzling.

The secondary stamp No. 2594 shows the first three words of Bellamy's
pledge.The United $tes Postal Service folder which contains these stamps
shows the following information:

The Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. flag is 100 years old in 1992.
It first appeared September 8, 1892 in The Youths Companion, and
it is generally held that it was written by Francis Bellamy, an assis-
tant editor. Revised in 1924, the pledge was officially adopted by the
United States in 1942.

The revision the Postal Service is referring to was the revision to the
first line of the pledge. Bellamy's original line read: "I pledge allegiance to
my flag." In 1924 Congress changed this line to read: "I pledge allegiance to
the flag of the United tates ofAmerica."

Additional Masonic Information: The Order of the Easternas erected a
memorial tablet to Bellamy in 1953he tablet was placed at the O.E.S.
Home in OriskanyNewYork.

BENDER, CHARLES A. (1884-1954); baseball player; member of the
National Baseball Hall of Fame; Robekt Lamberton Lodge No. 487,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Primary Samp: USA No. 1381
Year: 1969

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Professional Baseball issue
Designer: Alex Ross

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not applicable PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL
Design: Batter

Seconday Samp(s). USANo. 855

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 15
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Plaque reads:

CHARLES ALBERT BENDER
“CHIEF”
PHILADELPHIAA.L. 1903-1914
PHILADELPHIAA. L. 1916-1917
CHICAGO A.L. 1925
FAMOUS CHIPPEWA INDIAN WON OVER 200
GAMES. PITCHED FOR ATHLETICS IN 1905,
1910 1911-1913, 1914 WORLD SERIES.
DEFEATED N.Y. GIANTS 3-0 FOR A'S ONLY VIC-
TORY IN 1905. FIRST PITCHER IN WORLD
SERES OF 6 GAMES (1911) TO PITCH 3 COM-
PLETE GAMES. PITCHED NO HIT GAME
AGAINST CLEVELAND IN 1910. HIGHEST A.L.
PERCENTAGES IN 1910, 1911, 1914

Bender’s Hall of Fame plaque. In his day, “doctoring” the ball was allowed. His specialty
was the “talcum ball” by which he would rub the ball with talcum powder to make it
smooth. This process, he claimed, gave the ball a sharp drop.

Stamp Facts: The primary stamp marked the 100th anniversary of baseball
as it relates to salaried playeihe Red ®ckings of Cincinnati (later
Cincinnati Reds) became the first team to pay team members (T8@&9).
secondary stamp (No. 855) commemorated the centenary (1839-1939) of
the game of baseball itself.

Additional Masonic Information: No further information.

BENNETT, CHARLES R. (1811-1855); mule hostler; co-discoverer of
gold in California; Salem Lodge No. 4, Salem, Oregon.

Primary Samp: USANo. 954
Year: 1948

Type: Commemorative
Issue: California Gold Centennial Issue ‘ h
Designer:Charles R.Chickering
MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not indicated
Design: Sutter's Mill, Coloma, California

Seconday Samp(s): None
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Stamp Facts: A close examination
of the primary stamp will reveal
two men standing to the left of the
large trees on the right hand portiol
of the stamp. It is probable thest
men are Charles R. Bennett an
JamesW. Marshall. Bennett was
hired by John Sutterthe land
owner to assist Marshall in the
construction of a Mill at Coloma.
Bennett was present when Marsha,
picked up the piece of gold which_" _ _
started the California gold rushanmarysta\mp detail showing the two
Another worker by the name of men. We wquld assume that the
Stephen ®at, says Bennett picked“moment" depicted on the stamp was

up the gold first, not Marshals a the exact moment when gold was
matter of fact, Bennett had beejdiscovered.

out to the same area (American River) three years earlier (1845) with
General Fremont. Bennett found a small nugget, which he showed to
Fremont, but he paid little attention to the incident, not realizing its signifi
cance.

Additional Masonic Information: Bennett was the first candidate to be
initiated in Salem Lodge No. 4. He was killed in Wakima Indianwar at
WallaWalla in 1855. His body was returned to Salem where it was interred
with Masonic honors by his lodge.

BENNETT, RICHARD BEDFORD (1870-1947); lawyer; Canadian
prime minister (1930-1935); Miramichi Lodge No. 18, Chatham, New
Brunswick.

Primary Samp: Canada No. 357

Year: 1955 CANA DA ;
Type: Regular Issue |

Issue: Prime Ministers issue

Designer: Not indicated | $

MP Class: Class II 49 "o

Artwork: Not indicated
Design: Richard Bedford Bennett

Seconday Samp(s): CDN No. 590

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 17



18

The Masonic Philatelist

Samp Facts: Richard Bennett was prime minister of Canada during the

depression years (1930-193%p combat the depression, he established

work camps for the young and proposed a system of unemployment insur
ance.While the unemployment system was not implemented during his
term, it helped pave the way for future action.

Additional Masonic Information: On April 14, 1910, Bennett &fiated
with Ashlar Lodge No. 28, Calgarilberta.

BENT, CHARLES (1799-1847)American pioneer; firshmerican gover

nor of New Mexico territory; firsBmerican to occupy the Palace of the
Governors after New Mexico was formed into a territory; Missouri Lodge
No. 1, 8. Louis, Missouri.

Primary Samp: USAN0.1031A

Year: 1960

Type: Regular Issue

Issue:Liberty Issue

Designer: Not indicated

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not indicated

Design Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe,
New Mexico

Seconday Samp(s): USANo. 944

Stamp FactsThe primary stamp showihe Palace of the Governors, which

was an adobe structure erected by Governor Pedro de Peralta in 1610 as part

of a Spanish fortress.

The secondary stamp (No. 944) also shows the same building. Known
as the "Santa Fet&np," it commemorated the 100th anniversary of the
march of General t8phenW. Kearny's "Army of theWest" from Fort
Leavenworth to New Mexicdlhe stamp is after a painting by Kenneth M.
Chapman.

Chapman's painting is inaccurate. It is highly evident he did not know
what the Palace of the Governors looked likee building in his painting
has what might be considered Gothic columns instead of vertical wooden
beamsAlso, Chapman fails to show the horizontal beams that extend out of
the building—characteristic of adobe architectékecomparison between
the primary and secondary stamp will show these strikinfgrdiices.
Historical reference pictures confirm that the building shown on the primary
stamp is a good likeness of the palace.
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Additional Masonic Information: Charles Bent was initiated into
Freemasonry on June 8, 1822. His fatBéas Bent, a noted Missouri jurist,
was also a Mason. Charles was closely associated with Bro. Christopher
(Kit) Carson. Bent Lodge No. 4Zaos, New Mexico was named after
Charles Bent.

Actrual photograph of the Palace of the Governors. (Wikipedia exclusive
photo by Einar Einarsson Kvaran, GFDL).

he outstanding Brother shown o

this stamp is DrEdward Jenner
(1749-1823) an English physicia
and scientist. He pioneered the smal
pox vaccine, the world's first vaccine
He is often called "the father of
immunology" and his work is said to
have saved more lives than the wo
of any other human. Jenner observe
that milkmaids who had cowpox did
not get smallpox, which led him to
discover a vaccination for this dreaded disease. He was a membdgr and
master of Royal Faith and Friendship Lodge No. 270, Berkeley
England.(GB, Issued 2010)
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Brother Narciso Lopez
_ ~and
His Enduring Battle Banner

he first stamp seen here shows Brother NardjSC
Lopez (1797-1851), enezuelan adventurer anp
soldier best known for an expedition aimed at liberg SRR

later became the flag of modern Cuba.

of an equilateral triangle and five-pointed star

The second and third stamps shown comme
rate the centenary of the adoption of the flag
Lopez created (1850-1950). He was executed b

numerous postage stamps issued by the Republ
Cuba. Cuba #459, 460, 461)

A photograph of Bro.
Lopez, obviously taken
in or before 1851. It would be among the
earliest photographs of a Freemason. The
earliest known photograph of a person
was taken in 1838, so it would be interest-
ing to know exactly when Bro. Lopez sat
for this portrait.

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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STAMP RANT

Errors, Oddities & Oversights
USA & CANADA
Book Two: Design Curiosities — Part 4

HANDS HISTORY

he act of joining one's hands in an apex

commonly accepted to symbolize praye
The Praying Handsartwork shown on this
stamp is from a work byAlbrecht Durer
(1471-1528), a German painter and engrav
There is no mention of the praying act, howe
er, anywhere in the Bible.

The earliest time for which the act can be traced to symbol
ize prayer is the ninth centuriReligious historians state that the
act stemmed from the shackling of prisoner's hands together
which, of course, meant total submissi@he symbolic gesture,
therefore, implies man's submission to his creatdter the
ninth centurythe Christian Church tdred that the hands repre
sented the pointed steeple on a chu(GiDN #451)

HEALTH QUESTIONS

he model who posed for this postag

stamp was the first living person, othe
than royalty to be shown on a Canadia
postage stamplo your author's knowledge,
she has never been identifieds she
undoubtedly signed a non-disclosure agre
ment, it is doubtful we will ever know her
identity. We might also muse as to how an old fashioned flame-lamp
can shine downwardCDN #380)

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 21
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| NAUGURATION | NFORMATION

Design and other aspects of this sta
are highly interestingAmos Doolittle
(1754-1832) created an engraving
Washington's first inaugurationAlonzo
Chappel (1828-1887), used Doolittle'
engraving as a model for his painting ent
tled, Washington's First Inauguration.
Chappel's painting, howevedoes not have
the ornate iron railing shown in the fere
ground of the stamp design.

Another painting by Keith Shawilliams (1906—-1951) enti
tled Inauguration of Geagge Washington at Federal Hall, New
York City, 1789,shows the same event but with the iron railing.
It appears the stamp designers used both paintings for the stamp
design.As to the existence of the railing in realitydoes seem
there was one, howevdt was probably somewhat &fent.A
work entitled The Pictorial Histoy of the U.S.A.by Neil
Wenborn (1991) has a picture of an old engraving of
Washington's inauguratiof.he picture shows the railing, but
rather than a series of iron circles and scrolls on the upper por
tion, it has a solid band.he rest of the ornamentation, although
similar in substance, is nowhere near as delicate as that shown
on the stamp.

The stamp was petitioned by the Masoniar§p Club of
New York. It was approved for issue in 1939 when Franklin
Delano Roosevelt was president of the Unit¢atés. Roosevelt
was a Freemason, an avid
stamp collectgr and Masonic
Stamp Club membeihe stamp
has yet other strong Masonic
connections. Gege Washing-
ton was a Freemason and so
were six other individu-als who
can be identified on the stamp.
Moreover the Bible upon
which Washington is taking his
oath belongs to a Masonic

Enlargement of the stamp Lodge, (8. John's Lodge No. 1,
detail showing central fig- New York City). (USA#854)
ures.i
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| NDEPENDENCE M ISCONCEPTION

esign of this stamp is noteworth

Rather than the east view o
Independence Hall we normally sesq
the hall is portrayed from the we&t
a result, one might have secon
thoughts as to the building depicted
Evidently the stamp designefFrank
P. Conley reasoned that there werg
enough stamps showing the hall fro
the eastAs most photographs of the
building are taken from the east (seg
on the second stamp issued in 198
one would normally assume that thi
view is of the front of the building.
Given this assumption, then we ma
conclude that Conley has depicted t
back of the buildingThis conclusion,
howevey is incorrectThe west view (Conley's view) is the actual front
of the building. Remarkable, when a direct frontal drawing is made of
this view the quaint little building (by today's standards) takes on the
appearance of a massive institution of some type.following is a
drawing of the building (north/west view) published in 1787.
(USA#2337, 1546)

. S SRR T =
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KNEELING NOTIONS

he top stamp showing Gemr Washington

kneeling in prayer avalley Foge, presents a
few problemsWe see thatVashington's sword is
slanting forward. It is much more likely that hiJ
sword would have slanted backward when
knelt. We note that this is the case with the firs
stamp released (lower stamp) showi
Washington in prayefThen again, it might be [p s
argued thatWashington would not have worn hig i:
sword at all in the act of praying.

There is also a discrepancy as to the knee
which Washington is kneelingThe top stamp
shows the right knee, the second stamp shows

left knee.Which knee is probably correcé® Washington is wear

ing his sword on the left side, this fact indicates that he was right-
handedA right-handed man would probably kneel on his right knee.
The stamp details are shown beloWe might also note
Washingtors hands in light of what was discussed on page 21. | am
not sure how the Church would rationalize t(is$SA#1729, 645)
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L iviING PrROOF

own on this stamp is the first iden

ifiable living person to be depictedg
on a U.S. postage stamihe design was |
based on an actual photograph taken i
1888. The scene is one of the farm§i
owned by theAmenia and Sharon LandikiStstaasssasssssnnsnd
Company The man with the fodnhorse team in the foreground is
EvanA. Nybakken (d. 1934). Just as the photograph was clicked, a
gust of wind caused Nybakken to lift his arm to hold his hat as
shown in the following stamp detail erdement(USA#286)

M ENACING M ONARCH

Acoin in the background of this

stamp appears to show th
image of King Geage I, the most
hated British monarch iAmerican
history. It was the policies of
Geoge Il that caused so muc
financial burden in the colonies an
sparked theAmerican Revolution. Haym Salomon, the subject
on the stamp, was a wealthy merchant who financed the

Haym Salomon € fnancuat irer

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 25
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American causeWhen Salomon died, he was virtually penni
less. The following illustrations show the coin on the stamp
(left, greatly enlaged) and a British bank token of 1814. By
comparing the image on the stamp coin to that of King Geor
Il on the actual coin, considerable similarity is se€he coin

has been ovestamped across the king's neck and facee with the
word BRIDGEN (probably a town) and below this a new
denomination of $5This practice was common place in early
America because of the shortage of domestic co{RESA
#1561)

ennis Burton ofToronto, On-

tario, designed this stamp\s
there is no known portrait of, Henr
Kelsey the stamp subject, Burton ha
to use his imagination as to what th
explorer might have looked like.
There are claims that Burton used a mirror and to some extent, made
the features to his own likenegdso, there are claims that Burton's
initials "DB" can be seen arranged in the fringes of Kelsey's-buck
skin jacketWhatever the case, Kelsey's hard “squint” is curious as
the sun appears to be setting (or rising) behind fimen again,
people often squint when they look into a mir(@DN #512)
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M ix AND M ATCH

anada issued this postage stamp
how the importance of farm

products and farm activitiesThe
stamp, howevethas additional sigrif
icance—it is probably one of the
world's best examples of “mix and
match.” The scene is actually a cem
posite of four photograph$he farmhouse is from a picture taken in
Eastern Ontario; the barn froestern Ontario; the silo from cen
tral Ontario; and the ploughman and horses from Quedh&sA
#268)
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M IXep MEDIA

Flashes in the background of thi{
stamp, which might be taken aj
explosions, are actually a decorativ
spray of palmetto leave3he spray
is intended to suggest the geograp
cal and political area of the opening
of hostilities in theAmerican Civil
War. (USA#1178)
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NAvVY NONSENSE

his U.S. Navy issue commemo

rative stamp shows the likenes
of three esteemed admiralsg
Sampson, Dewey and Schle
Below the images of the admirals i
a view of the sea with, as thdioifal
stamp description states, “vessels in
the distance.A close look at these vessels reveals that one is a very
small pleasure sailing craft and the other looks somewhat like an
ocean linerWhatever the case, neither vessel is a Navy ship and
both are therefore highly inappropriate for the stamp deSige.
vessels are seen in the following stamp detail gataents(USA
#793)

* FOURCOENTS »

NEWFOUNDLAND'S "C ARIBOOSE"

ccording to the noted author Robinsojjp

Lowe, the animal shown on this stamp a
eleven other stamps in Newfoundland'sdil
of the Caribou” issue does not exige are
told a local artist, J. H. Noonan, submitted
sketches for the stamp, one showing
Canadian moose, the other a caribdine
sketches were sent t/hitehead, Morris &
Company Limited in London, England for preparation of stamp
proofs. It appears this company prepared a composite image of both
animals which was accepted.

The unusual 12-stamp series commemorated the services of the
Newfoundland contingent iworld War I. A caribou head was the
emblem of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment. Eight of the stamps
show a specific location of war time army engagemehtese
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stamps show the words(dil of the Caribou” in
a ribbon under the caribou head. Four of t
stamps show the word UBIQUHhis word
means “everywhere,” thereby commemorati
the services of the Newfoundland Royal Nav
Reserve. On these stamps (one illustrated on
right), the words Royal Naval Reserve a
shown in the ribbon.

If the original intent of the stamps was to honor the Royal
Newfoundland Regiment (caribou insignia), we can only wonder
why Noonan confused the issue by submitting sketches of both a
moose and a caribou.

Nevertheless, stamps in the series we
overprinted as seen here to commemori B EERERs
Newfoundland's first transatlantic air pog ( NS-1
planned foApril 1919. Howeverthe first plane \
to get of the ground and stay in the air was th:
of the Hawker flight which left on May 18,
1919.

Unfortunately the plane crashed into the
sea west of thAzores.The crew was rescued by a Danish shilpe
plane and mail were salvaged on May 23, 1919, bjraarican
vessel.The waterlogged mail was dried and the stamps (which had
floated of) were placed back on the envelopes (not necessarily the
correct envelopesThis all accomplished, the mail was delivered by
more conventional meanBhe following illustration shows a stamp
on a rescued lettefnote the registration of the cancellation lines on
the stamp and envelope).
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The Masonic Philatelist

Twenty-one years later (1930) :
Cariboose again took to the .alihis time, the
stamp was overprinted for the Columbia fligh
shown here, which took place on September 2
1930. :
With this issue, the reign of the CaribooSiE
ended.The following enlagement shows the &g
fabulous beast in all its ungloryNFD #118,

119, C1, C5)

.

In 1897, Newfoundland issued a postag

stamp in itsDiscovely of Newfoundland
series that shows thdatthew John Cabot's
ship. Resemblance of this ship to the Sa
Maria on USA#232 (1893) is not coinciden
tal—the Newfoundland design is from the
same Spanish engravinghis is probably the most classical exam
ple of stamp design piracy in postage stamp hist@galing the
ship is one thing, but renaming it for afdient explorer is quite
another lronically, the Newfoundland stamp was printed by the
American Bank Note Companiew York. One further point, the
ship design shows the old artistic problem of flags flying against the
wind. (NFD #68)
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NURSING KNOCKS

his “nursing” stamp is highly unappeal

ing. The size of the denomination an(
its positioning right above the nurse's heg
detracts from the theme. One might als
note the size of the nurse's shouldé&s.to
the nurse herself, one would not think that
model would be needed for such a simp
rendering. Nevertheless, two women ha
been associated with the stamp desig NURSING
Kathy Sprague claims she was selected as

U.S.POSTAGE

the model by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing while she
was a student nurse at the Capital School of Nursing in

Washington D.C. Howevethe stamp designer himseHl|fred

Charles Parkerstates that Mrs. Susan Bernstein, a model, was
employed for the design. He informs that her facial features
were altered to eliminate positive identification with a living

person.(USA#1190)

OPTICAL |LLUSION

he assortment of photographis

equipment shown on this stamj
does not appear balanced with the incl
sion of the color filters. One would
think the old camera and light bulb sure
ly predated color photographye make
this assumption because to most of
color photography was not a reality unti
the late 1950s. Howeverthe first
demonstration of color photograph
took place in 1861. Unfortunatelyt took nearly 100 years to
get the process into the hands of the general pufli&A
#1758)

o TrT
Photography USA 15¢

< 2
LR L8 G2
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Foreign Masonic-related $amps that Parallel
USA & Canadian Designs/Themes

Class IlI: LINDBERG, CharlesA (1902-1974):
Pilot who made first solo flight across th
Atlantic; we see his plane above an airfield
Paris, FranceWe have to contend that his imag
is from a formal photograph as he is wearing a
Whatever the case, it is a nice presentation;
more appealing than a simple “head and sho
ders.”(Central African Republic, #297)

Class II: MADISON, James (1751-1836): President
the United $&tes; known as the Father of t
Constitution; the stamp shows the first words of {
Constitution, “V the People of the United. We do not
have conclusive proof that Madison was a Freema
however the evidence that supports his membership i
a word, overwhelming. Madisalikeness on this stamj
leaves a bit to be desired in my opinion, b dose
enough(Central African Republic, #880)

Class Il: ROOSEVELT, Franklin Delano
(1882-1945: President of the Unitedats; the
image is obviously from a photograph; he is we
ing a bow tie and probably a tuxedo; the bad
ground is blue so this is a very good stamp fo
Masonic collection.(Central African Republic
#C79)

T PORTE AERIENMNE

Class II: ELLINGT ON, Edward Kennedy
“Duke” (1899-1974): Composgpianist, and big
band leader; the stamp was issued in 1971,
shows Ellington in probably the 1940Bhe oval
frame, scrolls, and ribbon are a bit of a throwba
to the early engraved stamg&had #C90)
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A Big Score: canadian hockey player
Brother Tim Horton (1930-1974) has been feg
tured on two stamps. Certainly an exception
player he was also an exceptional business m:
He and a partner founded the famotisn
Hortons restaurants as detailed in the followi
Wikipedia account:

Tim Hortons Inc. (known internationally as
Tim Hortons Cafe and Bake Shop) is a
Canadian multinational fast casual restau-
rant known for its coffee and doughnuts. It is
also Canada's largest quick service restau-
rant chain; at the end of 2013, it had 4,592
restaurants in Canada, 807 in the United
States, and 38 in the Persian Gulf region. It
was founded in 1964 in Hamilton, Ontario,
by Canadian hockey player Tim Horton and
Jim Charade, after an initial venture in ham-
burger restaurants. In 1967, Horton part-
nered with investor Ron Joyce, who assumed control over opera-
tions after Horton died in 1974. Joyce expanded the chain into a
multi-million dollar franchise. Charade left the organization in 1966
and briefly returned in 1970 and 1993 through 1996.

Brother Horton was a member of Kroy Lodge No. 676ronto,
Ontario. His early death was the result of an automobile accident. He left a
legacy far beyond ice hockeyust how much do Canadians loVin
Hortons?When Buger King proposed to buy the enterprise, the Canadian
government dictated that they can buy it, BABSOLUTELY CANNOT
CHANGE ITIN ANY WAY. (CDN #1935a, and New issue)

The familiar type of restaurant that
greets thousands of patrons every
morning for that essential cup of coffee.
™ The food and service is several notches

i above the regular fast food outlets and
it appears Canadian politicians are not
going to let it slip into the clutches of a
big burger baron with no conditions.
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We Have Come a LondNay, But...

he first stamp collecting publication in

North America was calledThe $amp
Collectors Recod. Publication in Canada
started in Montreal on February 16, 1864, ar
in the USA in Albany, New York on
December 15, 1864There was definitely a
US publication with the same name, so | ha

TELIE
STAMP COLLECTOR'S RECORD.

P L MONTREAL, FERRiTARY 15, 1084, Prace Sc
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e patsane
11 Maves wa wehdch =il

- winh thas sagpenis
M pooeancing ke first | saahis ws b pahlish tha snly wedium o pes-
] sramBar o7 thre minstae | Cmmibiam Sty Callec

it b
hal

concluded they were one-in-the-same.

An image of the first page of the first edi
tion is shown here, and below is what the e

torial reads:

n presenting the first number of this

miniature [sp] sheet to the public,
devoted as it is to such a peculiarly
unique pursuit as the collection of
Postage Stamps, we would beg leave to
apprise those who are pleased to term
the collection of Postage Stamps a
“mania,” a juvenile ridiculous amuse-
ment, and other delicate and complimen-
tary designations, that this is not by any
means the first organ distinctly devoted
to the promotion and extension of the
[unclear print] yet appeared. Upwards of
a twelve-month since a Journal devoted
to the business made its appearance in
England, and since that time various oth-
ers have sprung up, and we are not
aware that any of them have as yet,
became defunct; on the contrary most of
them appear to be in a highly prosperous
condition, and look likely to outlive their
defamers, a result which, we trust all
Stamp Collectors will fervently pray for.
Of course, the foregoing remarks are not
intended for collectors. Those interested
in the business will we trust favor us with
that patronage and support which we

34

shall endeavor to deserve, in a humble
way. We shall be happy to receive origi-
nal articles on the subject of Postage
Stamps, and we shall also be glad to
offer any assistance in our power to
Collectors, through the medium of the
column devoted to correspondents. We
shall devote our attention more particu-
larly to the notice of matters of more
direct interest to Collectors on this side
of the Atlantic than in Europe, but shall
duly notify our readers of any new issues
which may be chronicled in the
European Publications. In conclusion we
trust our patrons will favor us with that
support, which will enable us to publish
the only medium at present available to
Canadian Stamp Collectors, and trusting
that our hopes in that direction may not
be in vain, we boldly take our stand in the
ranks of the Journals of Canada, and we
would respectfully state for the particular
benefit of the Ministry, the Opposition
and the G.T.R., that our influence may
not be purchased either through fear,
favor, affection, or hope of reward.
—0—
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Thus, efectively began what evolved into It would not sur
serious stamp collecting and application of therise me if many
term “philately” which means the study andyoung people are cre
collection of postage stamps. ating their own *“vir

Like most everything related to the pagdual stamp albums.”
sage of time, such undgrwhat is termed the In other words, they
“pell curve.” In other words, a progression tare creating stamp
a high point, and then a decline, often resultiraibums on their com
in extinction, or discontinuance. puters using virtual

The first threat to postage stamps wasgamps. | am doing this with the album you set
metered postage, which eliminated the need our Club website. In many ways it is just as
for an actual postage stamp. Howewrch much “fun” as creating a physical stamp
was limited in application (just businessesjlbum.Young people are conditioned to the
and actually increased revenue to postalsefvirtual world” so rather than going out and
ices because stamps were more expensivebtying stamps, they will amuse themselves
produce than simple stickers. with “virtual stamps.” My collection of virtual

The major blow (and likely final blow) stamps is growing by leaps and bounds (al
was the introduction of electronic mail, whicineatly formatted with a black background).
totally eliminated postage stamps and posttading with virtual stamps is likely already
service revenue. Nevertheless, there will-likeaking place—is much easier than with actu
ly be a continuing need for physical mail senal stamps. tamp images are fefed for sale
ice (however financed) so stamps will survivdgy photo libraries, so some revenue will trans
although greatly diminished in number fer to them.

At this point you might say to yourself | believe that eventually stamp dealers
that nothing further can threaten the hobbwill become fewer and fewemaking it more
Well, you would be wrong. One no longedifficult to get actual stamps (especially for the
needs a physical stamp to research it. Imagie-hards who want to see the actual stam
are available on the Internet that greatly subefore they buy it).
pass an actual stamp and a magnifying glass. Of course, there will always be the “pride
Digital images have now exceeded the clarityf ownership” in having an actual stamp, and
of what you can see with a magnifidfhat’s the thrill of attending stamp shows and buying
more, one can “copy” and save an image little treasures. Howeveif your granddaugh
hisfher computer and use it in a write-ugder or great granddaughtefess to show you
Furthermore, printed images of stamps ater stamp collection, ddrbe surprised if she
now of such high resolution that they can bguts a tablet on the table and proceeds to scrc
scanned with little or no loss of clatity through digital images of stamps. Keep in

The up-side of all this is that I, and manynind that she did collect them, but quite- dif
others, are able to provide great images farently to the way you collecteill she be
magazines and on Internet websitéfie interested is seeing the actual stamps you ha
down-side is that the call for actual postagecked away? Probablyut will likely say
stamps is decreasing and will likely continuérhey’re great grandpa, but | can hardly see
to decrease. ‘em.” (USA#2198)
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A Jpint Proclamation

Scomish Rite af Freomasonry for The Hnited States

3 u-mdmmm-nlnmuuluumr

: Adult and stubent understanding about fye Hnited States

- @lasons participated in the drafting of these doruments,
Whereas:

Now, Therefore, we as members of the Scottish Bite
of Freemasonrg proclaim pur intention to share actively
in this Commemoration and the educational efforts called
for ahoue; and . .

Be it further proclatmed that we encourage all citizens
to join in this rommen mission to improve public
unberstanding of our Constitution and Bill of Riohts,

” L:;hw"
he Hnited States

@onstitution

. Thr Bieentennial of the formation of the Hoited States
Eonstitution will seeur on Sertember 17, 1997: and . |,

milestone in the lives af these Hnited Sates: and .

Constitution and @l of Viglts should be recognized a8 a
national rhurational priority as the sation prepares i honor
the 200ty annersary of these doruments: and . . .

weearding to the prinviples of our eaft: and .

®enerations of Srethren bave lsbored since that time
to keep America free and strong:

7
el oo, A7
& Fred Wieinknecht

200TH Awniversary oF Siening oF U.S5. CowsTrTuTION
(13 oF 65 SIGNERS WERE MASONS)
JOINT PROCLAMATION SIGNED AT PHILADELPHIA INDEPENDENCE HaLL

BY: ILL. SOV. GRAND COMDR. FRANGIS G. PAUL, 33" (AASR-NJ) AND
ILL. 50V. GRAND COMDR. C. FRED KLEINKNECHT. 33" (AASR-5J)

MASTER OF CEREMONIES: ADMIRAL WILLIAM G. SIZEMORE, 33°,

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION AND AMERICANISM, SUPREME COUNCIL AASR-SJ |
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Contemplating the
US Constitution

his great First Day Cover

was issued by the Scottish
Rite in 1987 to celebrate the
200thAnniversary of the sign
ing of the US Constitution.

There can be no doubt that
this constitution “worked,” as it
were, and | continue to wonder
why other countries trying to
embrace democracy danjust
take it “as is” and run with it.

If the question is, why are
there so many problems even
with an iron-clad constitution,
the answer is that one cannot
legislate friendship, morality
and brotherly love. These
“ingredients” have to come
from within and must override
both cultural aspects and reli
gious convictions.

Generally speaking, the
Masonic Order took on this
challenge, and it also
“worked,” albeit with a few
issues still being resolved.

I know all this sounds very
simplistic considering all the
great minds trying to come up
with answers, howeverl do
believe that if all men “met on
the level,” as Freemasons do,
we would achieve world peace.
(USA#2360)
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Brother Paul Revere and the “Boston Massaae” of 1770
Christopher L. MurphyBF

Wthout doubt, the so- s
called “Boston Mass- P/ ‘ Kent State

acre” of March 5, 1770 great

ly served the cause of thep| . he Kent State shootings (also
patriots in the American Bl B\ S - known as the May 4 mas-
Revolution. It was a tragic ¢ R sacre or the Kent State mas-

incident, howeveiat that time il (NS sacre) occurred at Kent State
it would have gone lgely University in the US city of Kent,
unnoticed were it not for an “on the spot” witnel ®laller=1alo g\ Tol\=le B ig[=is glolo] gl
with artistic ability This witness was Henry Pelharf eli (Fla= =l elol| [l (=8 i0[e g1 16)
and he named his rendering of the scaneQriginal [ gl=s @IiTe R NERTelg IR ETTE (o o]y
Print... Taken on the Spot. Monday, May 4, 1970. The
There was, of course, fault on both sides-(q el nEnRilele Heratollple o) El
zens and British Soldiers) as to what provoked [ =8 slsiileleBel SER{Telo] o B g1
“massacre,” and as we have seen in recent hig eltlFsiilel=igiis =lgle elElalellglef allpl=)
(Kent Sate—see right column) that when one sj @ilal=ih epl=r e eyl <IEii=i=l)
(or both) has firearms dt'a catastrophe in the mal sl elE A
ing. In Boston, the British Soldiers were well-arm Some of the students who
with muskets, but it appears nobody thought thEWEEE=lalel s Ee R EtE il (el il
would use them on the unarmed citizefisat they | iglsiesiylolelelEl R i ToE e s A1)
did was a mistake, but time and time again we [ ZEsleEe TSR E ) Nixon
that common sense fails in situations of this natu| =llaleltile=lef 6l =t == 6]
Henry Pelhans depiction of the “massacre” wg  clelelgeisis gl Aveldl Felof 0T SiE
essentially a photograph for the time. People dents who were shot had been
exceedingly forthright so what he drew would hg WERle =t/ 6l E el ok=lavigle] gl
been taken without question. Paul Revere knew | slgeli=siaitelyg =ikl e=r
so decided to copy the work and use it to promote There was a significant
patriot's cause. He also apparently sold it—likely S gEilel eI e slelg =i (o g [=8 S Tolo)
raise money for th&merican independence. Evg el qltlel¢le ki Sl [VE il
here, howeverexposure would have been very-lirf elll=le[= =gl aile[a<lelglole] 5
ited. When either he or somebody provided the wq dlel=temuigidelte|glel iR i EER Ul =
to theBoston Gazettthe exposure and reaction wi SiEieieFERToRE RS (e Sl 8] 0
considerable. four million students, and the
We need to keep in mind that there were mg SVEinibliaElg = ot [eie) ol
“fence-sitters” on the question of independenit@ | [ela=—cii =lgh c =S lolelE VA o)t
massacre story would have certainly convinced | iEguilellS il EeelV s anii ol (8o
majority to align with the patriots, and those wil iliEllieeBeiEiEe Tt sV )|
chose otherwise resulted in the mass exodus of ‘¢ WELE (Fielg WAl )
alists” to Canada.
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The Boston Massacure copied by Paul Revere from an original eye-witness drawing by
Henry Pelham.

Henry Pelham was furious with Revere for
copyright violation. Revere apparently had no
second thoughts in “pirating” the work and one
might question his honestye must keep in
mind, howeverthat the independence meve
ment was massive, and the wishes on one indi
vidual (Pelham) were minuscule as to what was
at stake. | am sure the advice to Revere WiA Canadian stamp honoring the Loya”sts_
“go ahead and use the drawing and we will siSentiments long hidden in the shadows of
we are sorry latér(USA#1048) history. (CDN #1028)
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War Wondering

I continue to have problems in rational
izing the War of 1812. Both the US|
and Canada sort of claim “victgfybut
virtually nothing was gained by eithe
side, and a lot was lost. | certainly hav
no problem with the heroes and service
men of this war who were simply doing
what they were toldThe following is a
summary of the war frofdvikipedia:

TLE of LAKE ERIE
) The War of 1812

The War of 1812 was a military conflict, lasting for two-and-a-
half years, between the United States of America and the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, its North American
colonies and its American Indian allies. Seen by the United
States and Canada as a war in its own right, it is frequently
seen in Europe as a theatre of the Napoleonic Wars, as it was
caused by issues related to that war (especially the Continental
System). The war resolved many issues which remained from
the American Revolutionary War but involved no boundary
changes. The United States declared war on June 18, 1812 for
several reasons, including trade restrictions brought about by
the British war with France, the impressment of American mer-
chant sailors into the Royal Navy, British support of Indian
tribes against American expansion, outrage over insults to
national honor after humiliations on the high seas and possible
American interest in annexing British North American territory
(part of modern-day Canada).

What we have here is an accumulation of issues, none of which are
significant enough to go to wabut when taken collectively become a
large issue in the minds of misguided politicians. | really ddinink
the war would have come about if GgeiVashington was still the US
President. James Madison was President at the time (1809-1817). He is
thought to have been a Freemason, but there is no firm proof.

If anything, this war was a lesson in what not to do, and | think that
after about 200 years we might kind of put it aside. | certainly welcome
any comments on this issue.

The stamp illustrated shows Bro. Oliver Hazard Peconsidered
the hero of the Battle of Lake Erie. He was a member of King David’
Lodge, No. 1, Rhode Islan@USA, Issued 2014)
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Betsy Ross -A Sensible Scenario
Christopher L. Murph,yBF

much has been written andaed about

etsy Ross and the allegation she me
Americas first flag that | almost hesitate t
jump into the fray

Back in 1982, our Club published the UF
newspaper article seen here. EgradBrother
had disputed the “Ross claim,” as it were,
another Brother provided the article.

The main problem is that there is né-of
cial documentation to support the order for t
flag commissioned from Betsy Ross, and
record of payment (invoice) for her work. C
course, we really caréxpect that such docu
mentation would have been kept by the-gq
ernment. Howevelrtherein lays the probler
because there are records that show Fra
Hopkins (an artist and signer of th
Declaration of Independence) as designing
“flag of the United &tes oAmerica,” a naval
flag, and also state and treasury departm
sealsThe inference here is that Hopkins bo
designed the flag and provided it.

Nevertheless, | do think that all of this cg
be rationalized. It is probable that Hopkins d
the design work and gave it to Gger
Washington, Robert Morris (anothe
Declaration signer) and Geer Ross for
approval.The three were alleged to be on
“‘committee” to create a flag. It needs to
noted that Gege Ross was a relative @
Betsy Ross (uncle of her deceased husba
Hopkins likely showed 6-pointed stars on tl
flag, and that is what the three men appare
ly wanted.They obviously liked the desigr
and simply decided to get a flag mad

Author: Betsy
Did Sew Flag

PITTSBURGH (UP) — Aathor
Robert Morris says the story of Betsy
Ross and the flag, a story “cherished”
by schoolchildren for years, is being
unjustly disputed.

Morris, 77, a retired yarn salesman
and author of the new book, “The
Truth About the Betsy Ross Story,”
admitted he first thought the legend
to be “a myth.”

Morris addressed the the North
American Vexillological Association,
a flag research group on Saturday,
and said that five years of research
for his book convinced him Ross
really did fashion the first American
flag.

Morris, who lives near Atlantic
City, cited a manuscript of an address
given by Ross' grandson, William
Canby, to the Historical Society of
Pennsylvania on March 14, 1870, in
which Canby said Ross told him she
had sewn the first flag.

And, Morris said, in 1925, the We-
therill family — prominent in Phila-
delphia in the 1800s — opened a safe
and found a folded, five-point paper
star and a note from Ross saying she
had recently showed George Wash-
ington how to make the star.

“George Washington had been
there to talk about flags." said Mor-
ris.
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Naturally Geoge Ross would have me
tioned his relative Betsya seamstressly [F007 anivis iy Te i o7 serev aoss ﬁ
who was in the neighborhoodhe three § = i
simply decided to stroll over to Betsy
house to see what she could do. Bdtsy
some reason, said that a 5-pointed 4
would look betterand by a known proces
cut one out of a piece of paper (she wo
have been familiar with all this sort g
thing). The three men approved the new
star left, and Betsy made the flahe ton wanted a flag, so he put the project ot
men could have returned some time latére “fast track."That Geoge Ross had a
and were shown the flag, as seen in teseamstress relative nearby was very- cor
painting (below) and stamp. Howepmiis venient, and one needs to put two and tw:
meeting is not recorded, so was likely-faliogether here.
ricated by the artist. From the Masonic perspective, we
This all occurred in 1776, and | willknow Geoge Washington was a Free-
guess that the “committee” was ad hamason, and there is strong evidence t
because there are ndidhl records of it support Robert Morris’membership.
being formed. In the following yeatonr Furthermore, there are claims the @eor
gress adopted a flag, which is believed f®®oss was a Mason. Both are mentioned i
be this flag. Denslows 10,000 Famous Eemasons.
There can be no doubt thalshing- (USA#1004)

George Rous
Genoral Washington " Bobert Morria
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Russian “Army of the North” Stamps
Christopher L. MurphyBF

What might be termed as provisional gowJS stamp (#798), but is
ernment stamps were issued by thmost familiar to
Russian “Army of the North” (Russian initialsAmericans by its use on
OKCA) in about September 1919 and discoithe back (or reverse
tinued in December of that same yddrere side) of the Mercury
must have been many produced because thead dime. The
stamps are not rare (Scott value 70 cergsossed arrows are
each). Howevermany fogeries were pro symbol of military
duced, and for that reason, the illustratiormwer; the trumpets are
shown here are of cancelled stamps, whiclalsymbol of declaration
believe attests to their authenticity or proclamation; and
The stamps found their way into Masonithe mace is a symbol of
lore because they appear to show a squaaathority
positioned in the way as worn by the Master of Now we come to
a Lodge.There was then speculation thathe wreathed squar
wording on the stamps stated, “Are you and cross, which is
Mason?” | sent the stamp images to a longhown on all of the
time friend in Moscow who has assured m&amps, so naturally
that such is not the case. His reply was thatis considered the
other than the initials OKCA, the stamps showost important sym
in Russian just the words “Postah®p” and bolism. The square has
the denomination. equal “legs” and no
The stamps are printed on very thin (inexgraduations, so it is a
pensive) paper and were obviously a “quickue stone masos’

fix’ to facility postal services in the regionsquare (graduations,i

now controlled by th&rmy. incidentally which are
Whatever the case, someone had to sibw shown in Masonic
down and design the stamps and a die hadsionbolism, are an in-
be made to produce theifthe artistry is very correct innovation—
good and the allegory on the last stamp shownt do look nice).
is somewhat intriguing-he background sym Although all refer
bols on this stamp are crossed Roman fascesces to the square as
crossed arrows, crossed trumpets, and a cepmbol of honesty
tral figure, which | believe is a ceremoniatruthfulness, and moral
mace. In the foreground are circles with #y are now connected
square and a cross. with the Masonic
The Roman fasces is a symbol of gover®rder such definitely
mental powerThe same symbol is used on aredated Freemason
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as we now know it. Both stone masons and It [a cross] may be seen as a division of
carpenters use a square, although with the latthe world into four elements (Chevalier,
ter, one “leg” is longer than the othérwill 1997) or cardinal points, or alternately as
venture a guess that a “moral lesson” was cre the union of the concepts of divinity, the
ated soon after the square was invented. yerucal line, and the world, the horizontal
Whether the designer of the stamps us.edIIne (Koch, 1955).

the square as a general reference or Masonic
reference will likely never be known,
although I'm inclined to side with the latter
Wikipedia states the following:

With regard to the third stamp shown,
where we see two sheathed swords, such syn
bolize military power but not the desire to use
it. Americans will recall this same symbolism

Freemasonry in Russia started in the on the $tue of Freedom atop the Capitol

18th century and has continued to the dome inWashington, DC. .
present day. Russian Freemasonry pur- For certain, whoever designed the stamps

sued humanistic and educational pur- knew what he (or she) were doing, but why an
poses, but more attention is given to eth- Army went to all the trouble of designing
ical issues. It was a spiritual community meaningful stamps, as opposed to designin
of people united in an effort to contribute very basic stamps, is an interesting question
to the prosperity of the Motherland and ~ All | can think of is that the General in char
the enlightenment of the people living in had a flair for stampgRussiaArmy of the Nah

it #A1 t0AB)

One might reason that showing a squargte: | do not have actual stamps, so if | have
was intended to make people feel better ~ missed something in this analysis please let me
The little cross shown below the square fgrow
neither a Masonic nor a Christian symbol.
Again, according toVikipedia:

- . 4 | {
n i & : -
L SR p . ’ LR
® " o :_-. =
3 . >l : . 5.
.A..-wl 4:.5

Roman fasces on the reverse Soldiers of the Northwest Army. That

of the American Mercury Head Army later joined with the Army of
dime. the North.
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Pope Francis'Visit: A Masonic Perspective
Christopher L. MurphyBF

'I‘vvo things we don’do in the Masonic

Order is ague politics or religion, and | His Holiness Pope Francis
have no intention of doing that here. In lister
ing to Pope Francis, howeygistruck me that
when religious references are taken out
what he said, his talks could have been deli
ered by a Grand Master

Pope Francis used the same words v
use: fraternity love, liberty brotherhood,
faith, hope, charity and the list goesAtone
point he said, if you dotbelieve in God, then
please just wish me well. In other words, wh
| am saying is for the benefit of mankind, wit
or without God in the equation.

Pope Francis did not use Biblical fire an
brimstone to get his point across. He kno
as we all do, that such does not work in t
21st centunye have moved far beyond th
mind-set. Nevertheless, he warned that if
dont start thinking about things, we will suf
fer a “fire and brimstone” of our own making

Why did Pope Francis choose the Unitg
States for his message? It certainly applied
every country in the world. He was not-ta
geting the US; he just knows that if anyone
going to listen to him, it will be th&merican
peopleAlso, if any country can lead us out o
the current situation, then it will be the Unite
Sates. He did, by the waypoint to the
tremendous contributions of the US in hel
ing people in third-world countries and ceu
tries ravished by war and natural disaste
The immediate take on this with many peop
is, here we go again; why do&sierica have
to take the responsibility with every crisis tha
comes along? It seems that the more the
does, then the more it is expected toTdwe ’
Masonic lesson here is, dollecome weary ]“OST[VATSL';':.\.'E 15
of well-doing. e o e

One of the things Pope Francis did fro Charity

Pope Framcis K1.30 E Fepe freni

Pl

e

»
sessssesEnsERERRRRRRERES

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
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the outset was to apologize for the pélsbse Freemason since at least the mid 1700s {prok
who are familiar with history can point toably long before) has been entreated to apply
many indiscretions in the decisions of théhe Masonic “creed” in his daily lifeYou
Roman Catholic Church, which have causatbnt need to plow through your ritual to find
untold strife. The pontif effectively drew a what | am refeing to here. | have neatly
line and said, so be it, Istmove forward. He packaged it for you.

stated that we cannot judge the past with o'
current knowledge, which is very true. Eve
the Masonic Order cannot “throw stones,” &

it were, and even today we have a racial iss

| Temperance:

that has not been fully addressed. "' ' Il For titude
_Pope Francis toucheq on all the_ “_hpt pot: . lIl Prudence

to” issues curren_tly plagw_ng and dividing us ; IV Justice -

Generally speaking, he did not lay down ar : V Eaith

hard and fast rules but simply stated fund VIH ope

mental truths from which we were left to drav VIl Charit

our own conclusions. In this waye avoided 1 . y,

dividing us any furthetWhat he did stress VIl Friendship

most emphatically was the common brothe IX Morality

hood of mankind. He told us that we mus X Brotherly Love &

think of people as individuals just like eur XI Relief

selvesAlso, to acknowledge cultural, racial, X1l Truth
and religious dferences as values rather tha
impediments. He stressed that other than at
riginal people, all NortiAmericans were the
result of immigration, or were indeed recent Pope Francis #dctively touched on each
emigrants.To sum up the whole of the hisof these “virtues” in his well-crafted talks, and
message, he gave us the age-old golden rulé-will venture to say that so has every Grand
Do unto others as you would have them ddaster in the history of the Masonic Order
unto you. The importance of the Popevisit was

There can be no doubt that the Romahat he stated these age-old requirements on
Catholic Church and the Masonic Order amorld stage, and at a time when their impor
still on the “same page” from the standpoint dance is paramount.
philosophy If anything, Pope Francis moved From a Masonic
the goal posts a little byfettively stating that perspective (as opposec
the issues are not simply religious issues. He a religious stand
expressed concern for all mankind. and sgmbint), Pope Francis gets
that everyone is a part of the solution. full marks. Hopefully his

| have stated before that the three primaryiessage will find fertile
degrees of Freemasonry are the foundationgrbund.
the Masonic OrdeEverything of importance (Vatican City Issued in
is provided in those degrees. Ever2014 and 1952)
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Freemasony and the Holy Gralil
Christopher L. MurphyBF

Any mention of the Holy Grail natu "
rally brings to mind the medievaljgp : st
Knights Templar oganization, and from
there it is just a short hop to Freemason
There is no direct ganized connection
between the two, but this does not mean
say that medieval craft free masons we
not involved with KnighfTemplars and in
Knight Templarism. The early free
masons, of course, becamganrized and
this led to Free andccepted Masons
which formed the basis for the Masoni
Order It is a “given” that aspects of] :
medieval Knights Templarism found [y o — T =
expression in the appendant bodies
Freemasonty including the Order of
DeMolay (founded in 1919). It needs tt
be stressed here that there is 1
“Templarism” in the Blue Lodges, so thy
same can be said for the Grand Lodges

The medieval Knight$emplars were
destroyed (put to death) ,ognd in the
name of, the Roman Catholic Churck
Freemasons were also persecuted by
Church; howeverto make a long story
short, Freemasonry survived. It is thi
“survival” that leads to the speculatior
that Freemasonry per se is somehow c(
nected with KnightsTemplar “secrets”
and artifacts.The Holy Grail (drinking
vessel used by Christ at the Last Supp
is the primary artifact that falls into thig
category

From a practical stand-point, the Holy
Grail was probably not anything extraor

AETEE R
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dinary The painting (fresco) by Leonardamage of the grail on the stamp, as see
daVinci of the Last Supper shows a simhere, appears to indicate that the cup i
ple little drinking glassThis detail from made of glassThis grail, by the wayis
the painting shows Christhand reaching claimed to be the actual artifact

for a half-filled glass of wine. However  Generally speaking, this whole subject
even showing glass is highly questionableould not even be “on the table” were it
because in 38D glass was a bit of a lux not for several authors who in the 1980¢
ury. Whatever the case, we have to wondand later wrote what are called “docu-fic
why the Pope of Leonardotime did not tions.” In other words, novels that pretenc
say something about this detail. In othéo present actual fact¥he books were
words, tell the artist that Christ had a ehatommercial money-making schemes anc
ice. they definitely paid d¢f Most academics
will tell you that if a book that makes
astounding claims is not published by &
recognized universifythen all you have
are “astounding claims.” By the wayou
are not going to find university books at
your local supermarket.

As | have stated in other papers, the
Masonic Order does not have any
“secrets.” In other words, it does not have
a vault somewhere containing earth-shak
ing artifacts and documents. Nevertheles:
having said that, certainly individuals

The most acceptable description of theithin the Order (or any Order for that
drinking vessels used at the Last Suppemsatter) might have information akin to
that they were little ceramic cups. In allsecrets.” Does a Freemason know the
likelihood, after the supper ended, all thehereabouts of the actual Holy Grail, the
dishes were gathered up, cleaned, and puk of the Covenant, the Golden Fleece
back in the kitchen cupboard. It is ofind so forth™his is possible, as it could
course possible that Peter (or anothbe possible for any persons on the face c
apostle) collected the little cup used bthe earth.The conclusion here is that
Christ and passed it on to postekit®e can Freemasonry as an gamnization is not
reason that the cup was later mounted oc@nnected with the Holy Grail, and
stand, giving rise to what we now envisiobeyond that the decision is up to the read
as the Holy GrailThis is precisely what er.
appears to be the case with the posta@amp illustrated is a Spanish postal tax
stamp illustrated; although an actuatamp issued in 1968.)
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