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Freedom — HerRemarkable Sory & Masonic Connection
Christopher L. MurphyBF

Originally named Freedonriumphant
in War and Peace, what is now kno
as the &tue of Freedom has adorned t
US Capitol since 1863.

The idea of having a statue atop t
Capitol dome appears to have originate
with Thomas U.Walters, the building
architect. His drawing of the building
showed the outline of a statue representi
Liberty. Congress liked the idea and askq
the noted sculptorThomas Crawford
(already working on interior decorations
to design a statue. Crawford proposed
allegorical figure representing Freedo
He designed the statue essentially as
now see it, but with one exception
Freedom was given a liberty cap rather th;

a miIitar_y helmet. _ M“O"M_ CAPITAL *
Ironically, the senator in chge of con sssqmcemzuumt

struction of the capitol and its decoratio YO0R: WESIINEION '°5° Q
was Jeferson Davis from Mississippi, whollle | ‘-‘77/‘_/—/—“"'—///” £
later became President of the Confedera
As a liberty cap is an old Roman symbol d
an emancipated slave, it is said that Da
exploded with rage. He had already clash
on this issue with Crawford as to interig
decorations of the Capitol. Davis consic
ered the cap an fabnt to militant slave
holders, in his own words: “its history ren
ders it inappropriate to a people who we
born free and would not be enslaved.”
you have a little problem with the logi(ae
here, you are not alone. :
Whatever the case, Crawford retreat¢is
and gave Freedom a military helmet wit
stars and a\merican eagle head with &
crest of feathers.
From a distance, the entire headdre
blends in and adds a little mystery to whi

. o7l
] 1 .‘
b ok s
Ll el e,

hat'e Iyt AUl Sl sl

Head of Freedom and workers, providing a
good sense of scale.
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is seen, but if you think & rather odd up
close, you are not alone here eittieeally
the Liberty cap would have been muc
more appropriate Artists of Crawfords
caliber know what they are doing, and
must be stressed that the Unitedt&s had
used the Liberty cap on coins since thef$s &
inception. We have to wonder if Senatofi§ sV
Davis noticed this.
Crawford created the statue plastd
model in his studio in Rome, ltaljHe
planned to ship it in parts to the Uniteg
States. He completed the work, but die
(1857) before the model left his studio. |
was packed into six crates and shippe
from Italy on board a small sailing vessel i
the spring of 1858. During the voyage th
ship began to leak and stopped in Gibralt
for repairsAfter leaving Gibraltgrthe ship
began leaking again to the point that
could go no farther than Bermuda, wher
the model was stored until other transport
tion could be arranged. Half of the crate
finally arrived in New York City in
December but all sections were not in
Washington, DC. until late March 1859.
Congress contracted Clark Mills,
owner of a locaWashington foundryto
cast the statue in bronze. Mills, @
Freemason (Lebanon Lodge No. 7
Washington DC), started work in 1860.
While Freedom was being cast th
foreman in chaye of the casting went on
3}2528 Lnesfsriaag g: yII\rA]:‘?ISTS:n;Zethhelgglr?Thomas Crawford, the artist who created
ect over to Philip Reid, one of the slavcthe model of Freedom.
working at the casting facility Reid statue was finishedThe sections were
presided over the rest of the casting opermoved to the Capitol grounds and assem
tion. bled by Reid for temporary displayhe
The statue was cast in five main secost of the statue, exclusive of installation,
tions.Work was halted in 1861 because afvas $23,796.82.
the Civil War, but by the end of 1862 the Late in 1863, construction of the

e N o
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Capitol dome was sfi€iently advanced for i:lgg{‘-‘- R
the installation of the statue, which wa. =
hoisted by former slaves in sections ar@#’:jﬁr N
assembled atop the cast-iron pededtaé |
final section, the figure’ head and shoul -.\' -
ders, was raised on December 2, 1863, t(
salute of 35 guns answered by the guns | =
the 12 forts arountVashington. ﬁ:'* y
The following is a description of the.

statue as provided Byikipedia: i

Freedom is a colossal bronze stand-
ing figure 19%-feet (6 meters) tall
and weighing approximately 15,000
pounds (6,800 kg). Her crest peaks
at 288 feet (88 meters) above the
east front plaza of the U.S. Capitol.

She is a female allegorical figure -
whose right hand holds the hilt of a Clark Mills, the artist who created the bronze

sheathed sword while a laurel casting of Freedom. He was himself a noted
wreath of victory and the Shield of sculptor with the added skill of creating bronze
the United States are clasped in her monuments. His famous sculpture/bronze,
left hand. Her chiton is secured by a Lieutenant General George Washington, is in
brooch inscribed “U.S.” and is par- Washington Circle.

tially covered by a heavy, Native
American—style fringed Dblanket
thrown over her left shoulder. She
faces east towards the main
entrance of the building and the ris-
ing sun. She wears a military helmet
adorned with stars and an eagle’s
head which is itself crowned by an
umbrella-like crest of feathers.
Although not actually called
“Columbia,” she shares many of her
iconic characteristics. Freedom
stands atop a cast-iron globe encir-

cled with one of the national mot- Clark Mills foundry in Washington, DC. The
toes, E pluribus unum. The lower  qgn apove the large front doors reads,
part of the base is decorated with “CLARK MILLS, SCULPTOR.” It does not

faspes a.md wrea.lths. Ten bronze appear he normally cast statues created by
points tipped with platinum are other artists.

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 5
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attached to her headdress, shoul-
ders, and shield for protection from
lightning.

unsung hero of the Freedontatse project
was Philip Reid. My personal feeling here
that Mills was less inclined to take perso
control because the actual statue was not o
creationAs a result he delegated the work. |

Whatever the case, a Freemason cre
the bronze version of the statue and it there
has a Masonic connection. | get the feeling tt
Mills agreed to do the casting as a patriotignything elseArtists are inclined to be very
duty, perhaps even Masonic dutyore than temperametal. (USA#989)

Philip Rei (photo from Wiipedia).

From the Editor’'s Desk...

I n April, | turn 75. | certainly have no The second requirement is a dedicatet
plans on “going anywhere” by choicejnterest in Masonic Philatelyln other
and can likely keep going into the foreseevords, the enthusiasm to find material for
able future. publishing.

Nevertheless, | would be more com  Unfortunately depending upon submis
fortable if | knew there were somebodions from members is not reliable. It is for
who could take over our Club in the unlikethis reason that | have serialized some exis
ly event | will not be able to carry on. ing material. | would say | have enough in

In many ways, publishing our quarterlythis regard to carry on for about 15 years, o
is much easier than it was before the age lohger What | am saying here is that about
computers. Howevethe downside is thatone-half of what is needed is already avail
one must be able to use a compupartic able. It just needs to be formatted into oul
ularly with regard to a publishing progranmagazine.

(software) and imaging (scanning and | am not “pushing the panic button”
photo coordination). here, | am just making the first call. Our

Of course, services of this nature can kelub is financially stable and it would be a
contracted, but such are very expensivehame if we dom’have the engy to keep
and therefore hardly a viable alternative. it going. If anyone wants to discuss this-fur

Many people are now into publishingher with me, | would be pleased to hear
and it is my hope that a Club member willrom him or herJust send me an email and
step forward and start getting involved in will explain things in detail.
our publishing process. Ed.

6 The Masonic Samp Club of New York, Inc.
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From theArchive...

ver the years, Bro. Boudreau and others have sent me First Day Covers
(FDCs). Long before | was even a Freemason, our Club sponsored the
FDCs seen here with the inserts shoWmey are certainly worth a read.
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" "Che praise’is due to
L the Grand Ghrehitect
Erfl{uzukfve}‘sg..." _51,

Frinitn |

SPONSORED BY
MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF NEW YORK

George Washington The Mason

It is easy to note how the Masonic teachings of Brother Washington
had much influence on his way of life.

In his many speeches we find these lofty Masonic ideals have a direct
bearing on his Creed. For example:

“Being persuaded that a just application of the principles, on which the
Masonic Fraternity iz founded, must be promotive of private virtue and
publie prosperity, I shall always be happy to advance the interests of the
Society, and to be considered by them as a deserving brother,”

“, .. 0t is peculiarly pleasing to find my conduct so affectionately approved
by a fraternity whose association is founded in justice and benevolence.”

“To enlarge the sphere of social happiness is worthy of the benevolent
design of a Masonic institulion; and it is most fervently to be wished,
that the conduct of every member of the fraternity . . . may tend to con-
vince mankind that the grand object of Masonry is to promote the happi-
ness of the human race . . . by a Society whose liberal principles must be
founded in the immutable laws of truth and justice . . . I sincerely pray
that the Grand Architect of the Universe may bless you here, and receive
you hereafter into his immortal Temple.”

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 7
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SPONSORED BY
MASONIC STAMP CLUB OF NEW YORK

Benjamin Franklin The Mason

All Masons are justly proud of the Creed of Brother Franklin which
played such an important role in the early years of our County.

He was ever mindful of his Masonic teachings when he said:
“But that the most acceptable service of God is doing good to man.”

“And that God will certainly reward virtue and punish vice, either here
or hereafter.”

“For my own part, when I am employed in serving others, I do not look
upon myself as conferring favors, but as paying debts. In my travels and
since my settlement, I have received much kindness from men, to whom
I shall never have an opportunity of making the least direct return; and
numberless mercies from God, who is infinitely above being benefited by our
services. Those kindnesses from men I can therefore only return to their
fellow men, and I can only show my gratitude for these mercies from God,
by a readiness to help his other children and my brethern.”

We can see here that Brvashington considered the teachings of
Freemasonry to be the key to world peace; and Bro. Franklin that “serving
others” should be our purpose in life.

Somewhere in our ritual we are instructed to not become weary of well-

doing, and therg’ a definite connection here with what these eminent
Brethren have stated.

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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Liberty is a bit much...

his is an interesting stamp. It was issug

by China in 1945 (although 1943 i
shown).We see thet&tue of Libertyand the
flags of Great Britain, China (at that time), th
United Sates and and image of Chiang Ka
shek (1887-1975).

To trace this mag’ history would take
volumes. Indeed, | can remember when hal
ly a day went by without him being in the
news.

Although showing the flags of Greal
Britain and the US gets a pass, | would s&§
Liberty is totally out of place for the time.19th-lagest economy in the world, and it is
Chiang Kai-shek was really not too “liberal.fanked highly in terms of freedom of the
Nevertheless, his retreat from Communigiress, health care, public education, economi
China led to the establishment @&iwan, freedom, and human development.
which is a really great democratic nation witlCommunist China is not happy with this,
universal sufage. This was certainly not claiming that the island which fornTaiwan
Chiangs plan but it came about anywayth  belongs to it(China #593)
immense credit to the peoplEiwan is the

Soldier Samp: This stamp showing a lone
US soldier running across a battlefield at
Bastogne, Belgium, caught my eyEhe
following is fromWikipedia:

The Siege of Bastogne was an engage-
ment in December 1944 between
American and German forces at the
Belgian town of Bastogne, as part of the
larger Battle of the Bulge. The goal of the
German offensive was the harbour at
Antwerp. In order to reach it before the
Allies could regroup and bring their supe-
rior air power to bear, German mecha-
nized forces had to seize the roadways
through eastern Belgium. Because all
seven main roads in the Ardennes
mountain range converged on the small
town of Bastogne, control of its cross-
roads was vital to the German attack.

The siege lasted from December 20-27
when the besieged American forces
were relieved by elements of General
George Patton’s Third Army.

The stamp made me reflect a little. How
many Masons were killed in that war and
never had a chance to be individually hon
ored on a postage stampi?e same applies
to subsequent wars (see page &glgium
#CB2)

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 9
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Brother Truman’s Return from Brazil

I n 1947, Brazil issued the stamj
shown here commemorating Bro
Harry Trumans official trip to that
country in September of that yea
He and his family flew to Rio de
Janeiro and returned to the USA
aboard théJSS MissouriThis bat =
tleship would have certainly measp EEL I RUMAN T S
ured significantly in BroTrumans e
mind as it was on the ship'deck

that the Japanese signed their surreneleding the war with Japamhe
Statue of Liberty is seen on the right side of the stamp, and in this case it is
highly appropriate(Brazil # 673)

Japanese foreign affairs minister Mamoru Shigemitsu signs the Japanese
Instrument of Surrender on board USS Missouri as General Richard K.
Sutherland watches, September 2, 1945. There can be little doubt that Brother
Truman stood in this exact spot when returning from Brazil. The “Axis of Evil” was
the greatest affront to Liberty in world history, and the “buck stopped” on Bro.
Truman’s desk to end World War 1l. | would say that of all US Presidents, Bro.
George Washington, Bro. Franklin Roosevelt and Bro. Harry Truman stand clos-
est to the Great Lady.

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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Here is the text of the Japanese Instrument of Surrentett it ended
is so beyond horrifigt defies words. Lady Liberty did prevail, but at a cost
that can never be repaid.

e, acting by command of and irenforce all proclamations, orders, a]:d

behalf of the Emperor of Japan, theirectives deemed by the Supre
Japanese Government and the Japan€xmmmander for théllied Powers to be
Imperial General Headquarters, herebgroper to dkctuate this surrender a
accept the provisions set forth in the -deéssued by him or under his authority;
laration issued by the heads of thee direct all such ditials to remain a
Governments of the Unitedddes, China, their posts and to continue to perfo
and Great Britain on 26 July 1945 atheir non-combatant duties unless speg
Potsdam, and subsequently adhered to bally relieved by him or under his authc
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republicsity.

which four powers are hereafter referred e hereby undertake for the Emperor

e

d
d

m
ifi

to as theAllied Powers. the Japanese Government, and their $uc

We hereby proclaim the uncondition cessors to carry out the provisions of
al surrender to thallied Powers of the Potsdam Declaration in good faith, and
Japanese Imperial General Headquartéssue whatever orders and take whate
and of all Japaneg&med Forces and all action may be required by the Supre
Armed Forces under Japanese contr@ommander for théllied Powers or by
wherever situated. any other designated representative of

We hereby command all Japanesgllied Powers for the purpose of givir
forces wherever situated and the Japanesféect to that declaration.
people to cease hostilities forthwith, to We hereby command the Japan
preserve and save from damage all shigsjperial Government and the Japan
aircraft, and military and civil property Imperial General Headquarters at once
and to comply with all requirementdiberate allAllied Prisoners ofWar and
which may be imposed by the Supremeivilian internees now under Japang
Commander for théllied Powers or by control and to provide for their protectio
agencies of the Japanese Governmentcaire, maintenance, and immediate t¥3
his direction. portation to places as directed.

We hereby command the Japanese The authority of the Emperor and t
Imperial General Headquarters to issue dapanese Government to rule thet&
once orders to the commanders of atlhall be subject to the Suprern
Japanese forces and all forces und@ommander for théllied Powers, whag
Japanese control wherever situated te swrill take such steps as he deems prope
render unconditionally themselves and adffectuate these terms of surrender
forces under their control. Signed atTOKYO BAY, JARAN at

We hereby command all civil, mili 09.04 on the SECOND day of SEPTE
tary, and naval dicials to obey and BER, 1945.

he
to
ver
me

the
g

2Se
2Se
to
pSe

ns
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Opus Dei Discussion:This stamp com
memorates the birth of Father Josema g REPUBLICA DOMINICANA
Escriva de Balager (1902-1975) founder = '
the Roman Catholic ganization Opus Dei.
In 1939, one high-ranking (and highly erit
ical) Jesuit Priest called theganization, “a
form of Christian Masonty Basically, as
far as | can see, the objectives of Opus O

jemaria Escriva de Balaguer

are exactly the same as Freemasonr \ T
friendship, morality brotherly love, tem B Nasio D 20 ~araticre

perance, fortitude, prudence, justice, fait
hope, and charityThe main diference
being is that Opus Dei is centered on tHther Grand Lodges of those who have
Roman Catholic faith (Christianity).dropped the requirement.

Generally Freemasonry does not stipulate Whatever the case, the Masonic Ordel
any particular faith, other than a belief in &alized from its inception that religion
supreme being. Howevyethis is not the could not be a barrier to unite men in its
same world-wide and this has resulted in@Pjectives(Dominican Republic #1386)
non-recognition by the USA, Canada, and

A New Newsletter

n January Bro. Rubén Managé&hdjian of Republic of New

BuenosAires, Argentina, sent me the firstGranada, now Col- P COLOMBIA  $1.000
issue of his Masonic Philately e-newsletter ombia. He was = ;
Muda: Filatelia de €matica Masonica. (Theknown as “The
Window: Philately & Feemasory). It is, of Man of the Laws.”
course, in Spanish, and upon seeing it, I-dear The stamp rec
ly wish | understood the languag&he ognizes the part
newsletter is very well presented, indicatinglayed by Free-
that our Brother has a good command of cormasonry in Gen-
puter skills. Those of you who know Spanisheral Santandés life
can email BroAchdjian and request a copyand the struggle for »
<achdjian1963@gmail.com> liberty; so our Order

The stamp seen here is featured, and itisshonored in this wayrhe checkered border

highly intriguing. It depicts General Franciscavould represent the Mosaic pavement, anc
de Paula Santander (1792-1840) in fulhe colors in the top left and right side are the
Masonic regalia. He was a military and politcolors of Colombia. Here | will mention that
ical leader during the 1810-1819 independed represents the blood spilled for
ence war of the United Provinces of NewColombias independence. CLM
Granada. He becam®@resident of the (Colombia, Issued 2012)

FRANCISCO DE |[PAULA SANTRS

12 The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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Brother Franklin’ s Retreat

t is perhaps a little ironic that on this stam

Bro. Franklin has his “eyes on Canada
The stamp was issued in 1976 jointly with th
USA (same design used for the US stamp)
commemorate the US bicentennial. Canag
recognizes Franklin as a great statesman, 4
also as the first postmaster of Nohimerica.
However “back in the day things were not
guite so amicable.

During the American Revolution,
Franklin went to Montreal to persuad
Canadians to join the revolutiaf¥hen British
warships arrived, he made a hasty retre&t:P .
Nothing daunting, during the peace negotia Atthe present time, there are very strong
tions with Britain, it is believed he intimateotarguments for Canada and the U/mege

that Britain should give Canada to the USA. Icr)noar?iggtig(rjwur::t;ﬂgeﬁn:tsegvehlr;r?w(r:nir;igan
Franklin was certainly not alone in his 'Y

idea As time went on, the prevalent attitude irﬁ'i'g; tg?o?r?éfclg;/:nlt((ljinr?]ger\r/]gr tgteartt\évg acr?urr:in
the USAwas “Manifest Destiny” meaning ' ything

that the US not only could, but was destined 5 er(')nUId rr:(i:] f'n'%h’l_ ;0 ' r[])ONn#eJESGtSIJyl think $ie
“stretch from coast to coast'—which it eer'/OT<INg O the sidelinesC )

tainly does, but not quite as far north as Bro.

ranklin had in mind. For certain, thiéar of
812 sort of extinguished the flames of US
ansion.

Bro. Hines and Highways:We might be
inclined to take for granted our astoundin
highways and freeway$hey are well con
structed and every fefit is made to make
them safe and properly marked with war
ings and directions. OuiVest, we even
have rest stops with dek and cookies.

Little known in the world of highway construction is our Brothgr
Edward N. Hines (1870-1938) d&shlar Lodge No. 9, Detroit
Michigan. Brother Hines designed and built the first mile of concrte
road inAmerica. He also originated the idea of having white lines to 4ep
arate trdic lanes.

The illustrated stamp is in the Beautification Afnerica Issue
(January 1969)There are four themes—planting trees, shrubs, flowers
and so forth in cities and parks, and along highways and stfe&a.
#1367)

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 13
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Foreign Masonic-related $amps that Parallel
USA and Canadian Designs/Themes

Class II: CHURCHILL, Winston: Prime
Minister of Great Britain for two separate ter
highly prominent as the leader of Great Brit
in World War Il. He was by birth hakmerican,
and became an honoraAmerican citizen i
1963. He is seen on this stamp with his cust
ary scowl.The stamp was issued in 1965,
year Churchill diedChad #C24)

Class Il: LAFAYETTE, Marquis de: French ff
cer and hero of thédmerican Revolution.The
stamp shows two ships in battle which is not
appropriate for Lafayette, but is symbalic of
Revolution.(Chad#C212)

Class Il: SAN MARTIN, Jose de: Sout
American soldier and liberator; he made po
ble the victories of Simon BolivaWhat was
discussed in his secret meeting with Boliva
1822 has never been revealed. Howgdan
Martin eventually went into self-exile i
Europe.(Chile #263)

Class II: WASHINGT ON, Geoge: First presi
dent of the Unitedt8tesThe image shown is obv|
ously based on a bust created by J&atoine
Houdon.The red, white and blue background-d
ors are the colors of the USA, but when show
bars they are not appropriate. If the stamp is tu
clockwise, we see the flag Bfance Chile #492)

Class ll:  STALIN, ROOSEVELT and
CHURCHILL: Leaders of their respective count
(USSR, USA, and Great Britainfhe stamp wa
issued in 1945 to commemorate the enfatd \War
II. The images of the three men are overprinted g
existing stamp showing deé picking that was issuql '~
in 1939.The idea here was to apparently represe
war years (1939 to 1945Yath, of course, has nev
been honored on a Nomerican stamp, and w4
definitely not a FreemasgiColumbia #469)

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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Have You Ever Wondered...?

he first US stamp to depict a ship wa

issued in 1869 and shows tHeS
Adriatic. | have wondered for years abo
its story and how it got on a stamphe
following is fromWikipedia:

SS Adriatic (Collins Line), operated by
the Collins Line (trans-Atlantic packet)
{established 1848 New York} commis-
sioned 1857, and was among the first
ships to be depicted on a postage
stamp when used on a 12c value of
the United States in 1869 [It was the
first]. The line began with four paddle
wheel steamships, the Atlantic, the
Arctic, the Baltic, and the Pacific. Each
were 282 feet in length and 2,680 tons
burthen [or burden]. They were built by
W.H. Brown of New York at a cost of
$700,000 each. The last addition to
the fleet was the Adriatic in 1857, the
finest and fastest vessel afloat at that
time. She was built by Steers in New
York and was 355 feet long, 50 feet
broad, with a gross tonnage of 3,670
tons. Her machinery, which was con-
structed at the Novelty Iron Works of
New York, consisted of two oscillating
cylinders, each 100 inches diameter
working up to 3,600 indicated horse-
power, with a steam pressure of 20
pounds to the square inch. Her pad-
dles were 40 feet in diameter and at
17 revolutions per minute gave her a
speed of 13 knots on a daily con-
sumption of 85 to 90 tons of coal. The
company broke up after losses due to
ship wrgcks. In Se_ptgmber,_ 1854,_The *Another account states, “only daughter and
SS Arctic [Not Adriatic] collided with a youngest son.”

small steamer, the Vesta, off the coast

of Cape Race in a dense fog. She
sank with a loss of 323 lives including
the wife, the only son, and a daughter*
of Mr. [Edward] Collins (...)

It was after this tragedy that Collins
planned to make a new ship that would be big
ger, faster and more luxurious than anything
to that time—theésSAdriatic. Wikipedia con
tinues:

The loss of the SS Pacific two years later
proved the death knell of the Collins Line.
The Adriatic was laid up after making a
few fine voyages, and finally came to an
end as a coal-hulk in West Africa.

Thus we can see the significance of the
ship. It needs to be mentioned that the Collins
Line carried mail, so th&driatic would meas
ure in postal historfUSA#117)

The Masonic Samp Club of New York, Inc. 15
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The Masonic Specialist

BENTONELLI, JOSEPH (1898-1975); vocalist; famous opera tenor with
the Metropolitan Opera; voted one of Italyfour most popular tenors
(1934); Norman Lodge No. 38, Norman, Oklahoma.

Primary Samp: USA No. 2054

Year: 1983 METROPOLITAN OPERA

Type: Commemorative

Issue: The Metropolitan Opera

Designer: Ken Davies

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not applicable

Design: Original state arch and
current 5-Arch entrance-Metropolitan Opera building

Seconday Samp(s): None

Samp Facts: The primary stamp was issued to mark the 100th anniversary of
the founding of the Metropolitan Opera in N¥ark. The design combines fea
tures from the original opera building and the new buildiing. background is
ornamentation from the proscenium arch of the original buildlimg foreground

is the five-arched entrance to the new buildirige old ornamentation shows the
names of the composérsrdi andWagner

Additional Masonic Information: Bentonelli received his Master Massn’
degree in the stated lodge on November 22, 1920. He wasfed&iRa Mason,
receiving his 32nd degree at Guthrie, Oklahoma on October 24, 1940.

BERLIN, IR VING (1888-1989); composer; among his famous compositions is
God Bles®America Munn Lodge No. 190, NeWork City, NewYork.

Primary Samp: USA No. 3669

Year: 2002

Type: Commemorative

Issue:Irvine Berlin Issue

Designer: Greg Beger

MP Class:Class Il

Artwork: Not applicable

Design: Berlin and score o6od BlessAmerica

Sk A A a s o a & s s s a s o e s s s o

Seconday Samp (s): No. 2054

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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Stamp Facts: Image is from a photograph of the subject.

Additional Masonic Information: Berlin was initiated in the stated lodge

on May 12, passed on May 26, and received his Master Madegtree on

June 3, 1910. He became a life member of this lodge on December 12, 1935.
He was also aAASR Mason, receiving his 32nd degree on December 23,
1910. He was initiated into Mecca Shrifemple on January 30, 1DAnd
became a life member of the Shrine in Decemb@36.

BERRY, GEORGE L. (1882-1948); union itial and U.S. senator from
Tennessee; one of the founders of Alneerican Legion; honorary member
of &. Bride Lodge No. 2617, London, England.

Primary Samp: USA N0.1369

Year: 1969 The " American

. Leqion
Type: Commemorative R o
Issue: American Legion Issue 50 y
Designer: Robert Hallock o
MP Class: Class IV V)
Artwork: Not indicated ()
Design: Eagle from the Great Seal % T

gtgrans

Seconday Samp(s): None L's:orsu:a CENTS

Stamp Facts: The primary stamp commemorated the 50th anniver
sary of the founding of thémerican Legion.The design on the
stamp is supposed to be the Great Seal of the UnitedeSs
However there is an erroThe blue band directly under the eagle’
head on the dicial seal is a rectangle. It does not have “shield”
corners like that shown on the primary stamp. One may compare the
primary stamp design with the Great Seal shown on U&A1,
which was designed by Franklin Delano Roosevelt, to see the dif
ference.Another stamp that shows the correct Great Seal is USA
#1194.

Additional Masonic Information: Berry’s original lodge name is not
known. Howeverhe was also a Knighltemplar and a Shriner

BERRY, WALLACE (1889-1949); actor; awarded a gold medal as
the “World’s Best Actor,” by the International Motion Picture
Exposition, Venice, ltaly 1934; Blaney Lodge No. 271, Chicago,
lllinois.

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 17
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Primary Samp: USA No. 926

Year: 1944 [UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Type: Commemorative e ' |
Issue: Motion Picture Issue oyt

Designer: Not indicated
MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not indicated
Design: Motion picture showing for armed forces in the South Pacific

Seconday Samp(s): None

Samp Facts: The primary stamp commemorated the 50th anniversary of
motion pictures and paid tribute to the cinema indusicghtribution to the
war efort.

Additional Masonic Information: Berry was also a 32nd degrédSR
Mason and a Shriner

BERRYMAN, CLIFFORD K. (1869-1949); cartoonist; originator of the
“teddy bear” character; winner of the Pulitzer Prize, 19%3nple Noyes
Lodge No. 32Washington, District of Columbia.

Primary Samp: USA No. 3182i
Year: 1998

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Celebrate the Century
Designer: RichardWaldrep

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not indicated
Design:“Teddy” bear

“Teddy” Bear Created

Seconday Samp(s): No. 1940

Samp Facts: The information on the back of the primary stamp states:
“America’s ‘teddy’ bear was created in 190R. cartoon depicting President
Theodore “Bddy’' Roosevels refusal to shoot a captured bear while hunting in
Mississippi is said to have inspired its cartoon.”

Berrymans cartoon prompted Morris Michton, a Brooklyn toy merchant, to
make a stdéd bearwhich he placed in his shop window to attract attention.
Customer requests for theeddy” led Michton to manufacture the new.ttyy
Europe, a tourist showed Berrynmgcartoon to Mayaret $eiff, a German toy
manufacturerand this led to the production of “teddy bears” in that country

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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Additional Masonic Information: Berryman was a past master of the-stat
ed lodgeAlso, he was a Knightemplar and a Shriner

BIDDLE, EDWARD (1738-1779); political leader; delegate to the first
Continental Congress; Lodge No. 2, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Primary Samp: USA No. 1544
Year: 1974

L

WE ASK

Type: Commemorative BUT FOR PEACE.
Issue: First Continental Congress Issue [ LIBERTY AND SAFETY
DeSIQner. Frank P Conley Foirst (owiire JEJ'FIJ.I'-;EPWP.\.‘_.I":’_;-‘)‘

MP Class:Class IV “Beeentennial Era ¢

Artwork: Not applicable

Design:“We ask for but Peace, Liberty
and Safety”

Seconday Samp(s): USANo. 1543,1545,1546

Stamp Facts: The stamps in this issue commemorated the 200th anniver
sary of the assemblage that paved the way for the creation of the United
States.The quotation on the primary stamp is from the First Continental
Congress.

Additional Masonic Information: Biddle received his Master Masen’
degree in the stated lodge on March 29, 1763.

BLACK, LA FAYETTE HUGO (1886-1971); lawyerprosecuting atter
ney and judge; U.S. senator frésfabama; associate justice of the Supreme
Court;Ashland Lodge No. 35&shland,Alabama.

Primary Samp: USANo. 2172
Year: 1986

Type: Regular Postal Issue
Issue: GreatAmericans Series
Designer: Christopher Calle
MP Class:Class Il

Artwork : Not indicated
Design:Hugo L. Black

3
=
T
&

Hu

Seconday Samp(s): None

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc. 19
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Samp Facts: The primary stamp honors Supreme Court Justice Hugo L.
Black on the 100th anniversary of his birth.

Additional Masonic Information: Black received his Master Massn’
degree in the stated lodge in 1909. Later became a life member of
BirminghamTemple Lodge No. 636, Birminghamlabama. He was also a
Royal Arch Mason and a Knight$emplar He received his RoyaArch
degree on June 2, 1915 in Mineral City Chapter No. 101, and his
Commandery orders on October 13, 1916 in Cyrene Commandery No. 10.
Both of these Masonic bodies are in Birmingh&tapama.

BLAIR, JOHN JR. (1731-1800); lawyer; delegate to the Philadelphia
Convention on the Federal Constitution; justice of the first Supreme Court
of the U.S. Williamsburg Lodge No. 6Williamsbuig, Virginia.

Primary Samp: USANo0.798

Year: 1937

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Constitution Sesquicentennial
Issue

Designer:Not indicated

MP Class:Class Il

Artwork: Painting by J. B. rns

Design Adoption of the Constitution

Seconday Samp(s): USAN0.991,1894-1896

Samp Facts The primary stamp commemorated the 150th anniversary of
the signing of the Constitution of the Unitetht®s.The painting by J. B.
Sterns, on which the stamp is based, has a key which indicates the identity
of many individual people shown. John Blairidmumber twelve (12). (See

MP Vol. 56, No. 4, December 2000, page 13—issue is posted on the Club
website).

Additional Masonic Information: John Blair Jr was made a Master
Mason on December 23, 1773Williamsbug Lodge. Howeverhe was not
initiated in this lodge. It is thought that he was initiated in the Lodge. of S
James, Englandhe records odVilliamsbuig Lodge show he signed the by-
laws of this lodge on July 6, 1773. Furthermore, on September 7, 1773, he
was fined one shilling, three pence for absence. He was elected master in
May 1774 and served as the first grand master of the Grand Lodge of
Virginia (1778-1784).

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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BLAKE, JAMES HERBER T, “EUBIE” (1883-1983); musician—
pianist and composer; awarded a gold medal for his contributions to the
arts and music; wrote the hit presidential campaign samgust Wid
About Hary, which was dedicated to President Harfr@man; Hiram
Lodge No. 4, Newrork, NewYork; Prince Hall Grand Lodge.

Primary Samp: USA No. 2988

Year: 1995

Type: Commemorative

Issue: American Music Issue
Designer:Thomas Blackshear

MP Class:Class IV

Artwork : Not applicable
Design:James Herbert “Eubie” Blake

Seconday Samp: None
Samp Facts: No further information.
Additional Masonic Information: No further information

BLASDEL, HENRY G. (1825-1900); first governor of Nevada; Santa
Cruz Lodge No. 38, Santa Cruz, California.

Primary Samp: USA No. 1248
Year: 1964

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Nevada &tehood Issue
Designer: William K. Schrage
MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not indicated

Design: Virginia City and outline map of Nevada
Seconday Samp(s): None

Stamp Facts: The primary stamp commemorated the centenary of the
admission of Nevada to stateho®tie outline of the map of Nevada on
this stamp gives the impression that the line that borders California is a
straight line.This border follows 120 degrees latitude and therefore
slopes out. In other words, Nevaslaorthern border is about 15 miles
shorter than the distance across the state at its widest point.

The Masonic Samp Club of New York, Inc. 21
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Additional Masonic Information: Blasdel later diliated with Carson
Lodge No. 1, Carson CityNevada and he became a Master of this lodge.

BLECKLEY , ERWIN (1894-1918); lieutenant in thér Service; first con
gressional medal of honor winner in the RiSService (awarded posthumeus
ly). Albert Pike Lodge No. 303)Vichita, Kansas.

Primary Samp: USANo. 2045
Year: 1983

Type: Commemorative
Issue:Medal of Honor Issue
Designer:Dennis J. Homm
MP Class:Class IV

Artwork: Not indicate

Design: Three medals

.\‘n.'l!.‘:i ol }{l nNor

Seconday Samp(s): None

Samp Facts: There are three (3) t#fent types of medals of honor depicted on
the primary stamprhe use of the singular “medal of honor” as shown on the
stamp is misleading.he medal on the left is tgmy-Air Force medalThis
medal was used when th& Force (orAir Service) was part of thermy. The
medal in the center is thér Force medal which was used after &ieForce
became a separate military establishmEme medal on the right is the Navy-
Marine Corps medal.

Additional Masonic Information: No further information.

BOLIVAR, SIMON (1783-1830); soldierstatesman; freed six present day
Latin American countries from Spanish rule; he joined the Masonic Order in
Cadiz, Spain; founded and served as Master of Protectora\@atlades Lodge

No. 1,Venezuela.

Primary Samp: USANo. 1110

Year: 1958

Type: Commemorative

Issue: Champion of Liberty Issue

Designer: Not indicated

MP Class:Class Il : _

Artwork: From a portrait painted B 2 et O
by RicardoAcevedo-Bernal

Design: Simon Bolivar medal

CHAMPION OF LIBERTY

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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Seconday Samp(s): None

Samp Facts: The primary stamp shows the torch of liberty and two olive
branches above a half ring that is holding a meédahctual medal does not
appear to have been used for the stamp design. In other words, an image of
a medal was created by the stamp designer

Additional Masonic Information: As indicated, Bolivar joined
Freemasonry in Cadiz, Spain. He received AWSR degrees in Paris,
France and was also knighted in a Commandery of Knignsplar in
France (1807)While on a diplomatic mission to London, England in 1810,
he was also active in Freemasonry in that coutraddition to founding

and serving as master of Protectora de \fastudes Lodge No. 1 in
Venezuela, he founded (1824) the Lodge Order and Liberty No. 2 in Peru.
In 1828 when the anti-Masonic wave was sweeping over the world, Bolivar
forbade meetings of MasonsWenezuela. His apron and Scottish Rite col
lar are on exhibit in the NeXWork Grand Lodge museum.

Bolivar’s Death: These unusual
stamps of Columbia show
Simon Bolivar on his death bed
I have not seen other stamps d
this nature.The following is
from Wikipedia:

“On 17 December 1830, at the
age of 47, Simon Bolivar died
of tuberculosis in the Quinta
de San Pedro Alejandrino in
Santa Marta, Gran Colombia
(now Colombia). On his
deathbed, Bolivar asked his
aide-de-camp, General Daniel
F. O’Leary, to burn the remain-
ing, extensive archive of his
writings, letters, and speech-
es. O’Leary disobeyed the
order and his writings sur-
vived, providing historians with a wealth of information about Bolivar’s
liberal philosophy and thought, as well as details of his personal life.”
(Columbia #408, 888)

The Masonic Samp Club of New York, Inc. 23
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Murphy’s
STAMP RANT

Errors, Oddities & Oversights
USA & CANADA

Book Two: Design Curiosities — Part 5

PARTY POOPERS

f by some stretch of the imagination this sta

would have been issued 1,700 years ago,
would have been met with great condemnation
the Christian Church.Two reasons for the
Churchs position would have been given. First, g
all infants are born with the original sin Aflam,
birthdays were not appropriate for celebrations. Second, birthday
celebrations (including the cake and candles) were relics of pagan
practices. Contrary to popular belief, the “feast days” for saints cel
ebrate the death day of the saint, not his or her birtfdeyChurch
had no problem with celebrating death days because the person
passed on to the glorious afterlitelSA#2272)

PATTON PENDING

General Gege S. Patton Jrand
theArmored Forces of the United a‘,l e
StatesArmy in World War Il are hon
ored on this stamp. General Patton
shown on the stamp, in action, wit
four stars on his cap. Patton was-prq
moted to a temporary four star general

in mid April, 1945. The war with Germany ended on May 7, 1945.
While Patton later received full four star status, he did not achieve
this distinction during the waHowevey Patton was definitely in
action during his temporary four star period as the stamp shows.
During the first week in Mgy1945 hisThird Army columns pushed

into Czechoslovakialhe town of Plzen was liberated shortly before
the armistice(USA#1026)

D FORCES OF THE U. 5. ARMY

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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PEACHES, PISTOLS AND POTSHOTS

his stamp is printed on peach blog

som colored paperThe paper
color is intended to symbolize that a
important phase of the Shiloh battlg
(American CivilWar) was fought in a
peach orchardUSA#1179)

his stamp commemorated the 150t

anniversary of the founding of the
Pennsylvanidcademy of Finé\rts. Charles
Wilson Peale, shown on the stamp, was o
of the founders of this acadenBeales self-
portrait painting, from which the stamp wa
designed, is in that acadeniyjhe painting
shows the artis$’ life interests—natural
curiosities and art. Unfortunatelthe stamp
designer missed inclusion of Pealart sym
bols—a pallet and paint brushes (sho

below) which are on the table to the left of Peale (right side of

stamp).(USA#1064)

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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PETITE POSTAGE

his 1978 issue was an experimental stamp s

cially designed in a smaller size so that a pa
of 150 stamps could be produced in place of t
usual 100 stampalthough the idea was very prac
tical, it did not meet with public approval.
Nevertheless, later the same stamp size was used
for the Dolley Madison stamp (USAL821) released in 1980. In this
case, the stamp was apparently accepted without(tuSa#1734)

PILGRIM POSTULATING

Landing of the Pilgrims is commemorat
ed on this PilgrimTercentenary (1620-
1920) stamp.Although people we call
“Pilgrims” were certainly around in 1620,
they would not have answered to this na
until 1793—one-hundred and seventy-thrg
years laterThe name “Pilgrim” came about as a result of a sermon
by Reverend Chandler Robbins in 1793. Up until that time, these
hardy people were simply called the “Old Comers” or “Forefathers.”
The term “Pilgrim Fathers” did not come about until 1820 when
Daniel Webster used it in a speech that was later publigiussiA
#549)

PLANE PuzzLING

esign of this stamp presents a Au

ber of interesting question3.he
pilot is definitely getting out of the air
plane We know this to be a fact becaus
the planes motor is running, as evi
denced by the propellef he is getting
into the plane, then who started the
motor?Also, we note that the plarseiwheels have been blocked and
that there are two people standing in front of the p#aledt wing
(right facing). Surelythese people would not be standing there if the
plane was about to takefoNow, given the pilot is getting out of the
plane, we have to question if the planaiotor would still be run
ning at the speed indicated by the propelge would naturally
assume the pilot turned the motof loéfore he got out and it would
take a few moments for him to shut-down everything and unhitch

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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himself. However if we
assume that the motor woulc
continue running as indicated,
we must wonder if the wheels
would be blocked while the
propeller was still turning. It is
not, of course, impossible to §
conjure up a set of circum
stances under which all of the
stamp conditions would be
met. However while such
would be possible, we would
have to wonder if the circumstances would be prob#biar. author is
certainly no authority on things like this, and if there is a logical expla
nation, he would like to hear CDN#C7)

PLEDGE PuzzLER

e line of Francis Bellamy’pledge to the United BT qraaacs cun.
Sates flag is shown on the illustrated stam =13
However the line shown, “One nation indivisible,” i
the line in Bellamys original version of the pledge
This line was changed by congressional action in 19
to read: “One nation under God indivisibl€lie addi
tion of the words “under God” was very inspiratioishy these words
are omitted on the postage stamp is puzzling.

[)

Furthermore, we are told the stamp design is based on the first Great

Seal of the Unitedt8tes, but there are many significanfedéénces as
seen by the following illustration of the first Great Seal. Most important,

the stamp shows a bald eagle whereas the first seal shows the eagle of

heraldry Also noteworthy the
stamp shows seven colored t
on the shield depicted wher:
the first seal shield has six (wh
are the reverse of the sta
design arrangementjll of the
other diferences are high
noticeable to the point thats
plain to see that only the ba
concept (if that) of the origin
seal design found its way onto
stamp(USA#1596)

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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PostaGe WITH A POKE

n the background, on the left side o

this Canadian stamp, there is
building which one might just dismiss
as “part of the scenefyNot so—this
building is Jordars York Hotel which
was situated on Kingtfet East in
what is now the city oforonto. It was
in this hotel that the Canadian Legislature met after the destruction
of the Government Buildings by invading Unitetht®s forces in
1813.The following is an enlgement of this stamp deta{lCDN
#313)

number of written works have been creditg

with changing the course of histoAmong
these works i£ommon Sens@ pamphlet writ
ten in 1776 byrhomas Paine who is honored o
this stampThis pamphlet inspired over 100,00
people to emigrate tdmerica and helped set th
stage for the Declaration of Independence. Subsequent pamphlets
written by Paine greatly raised the morale of the revolutionists and
increased support for their cause. Panglique ability to stir things
up with his writing pushed the limits of tolerance with government
officials wherever he traveled. In England, he was accused ef trea
son. In France, he first found great support and was elected to the
French legislative assembiowever a turn of events in this coun
try landed him in jail where he wrote his controversial bddie

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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Age of Reasomtheistic implications in this work earned Paine-con
siderable scorn, both in Europe ahaherica. Lagely through the
efforts of James Monroe, Paine was released from jail, but he then
wrote a series of letters to GgerWashington accusing the
President and Gouverneur Morris of persecuting him. Pais&irn

to America was greeted by a great public outcry of disapproval. He
had poisoned himself with his own pen and died in poor health and
extreme povertyThe original painting on which the illustrated
stamp is based is by JoWesley JarvisThe
painting resides in the National Gallery o
Art, Washington, D.C. In the painting, hew
ever Paine is almost smiling. He has ver
bright, clear eyes and his eye brows do n
meet.These details are not the same on t
postage stampThe oficial U.S. Postal
Service description of the stamp states
part, “even the unusual dark blue (sta
color) contributes to an awareness of th
man’s personal history/It appears the stamp
designer followed through with this themg
and intentionally gave Paine an almost-au
tere and somewhat menacing expression,
seen in the adjacent comparison with t
stamp image first and the painting belo
(USA#1292)

dola Saint-Jean (1875-1945), wh

fought for womers right to vote in
Quebec, is honored on this stamp. |
the background of the stamp, directl
to the right of Idola, there are threg
women wearing signsTwo of the
signs, that of the woman in the center
and right hand side, can be partially read. One sign is in French, the
other in English and French. It is doubtful many of the signs would
have had EnglistiThe rest of Canada had granted women the right
to vote some five years before Idola got busy in Quebec in 1922.
This date makes the scene on the stamp sometime in the mid 1920s.
The three ladies, howeveappear to be from a much earlier time.

postage
postes

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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Nevertheless, Idola had a long and bitter fight on her hands. Quebec
women were not even allowed to control their own bank accounts
in 1922, let alone vote. It would be 18 years before Idola got her
way (1940). She, personallyid not have much time to exercise her
new right because she died five years lafdith the rest of the
country on her side, 18 years is a long tideparently the main
argument that all sfifagists encountered was that the politicians
(men) were of the opinion that women themselves did not want the
vote. Ironically if a vote had been conducted on this question, the
whole issue could have been resolved very qui¢klipN #881)

QUESTIONABLE CHRISTMAS STAMP

he theme of this stamp touted &

“Canada’s and the world's first
Christmas stamp,” is the expanse of g}
the British EmpireThe stamp shows thegg?
first line of a stanza from a song entitled
A Song of Emp#, by Sir William
Morris. The complete stanza is as-fol
lows:

We hold a vaster Emprthan has been!

Nigh half the race of man is subject to our Queen!
Nigh half the wide, wide et is ours in fee!

And whee her ule comes, all & free.

And theefor ‘tis, oh Queen that we,

Knit fast in bonds of temperate lithgr

Rejoice to-dayand make our solemn jubilee!!

What kind of Christmas stamp gloats about possessions? Even
the term “XMAS,” as shown on the stamp i$eofsive. Despite the
fact that “X” is a Greek letter that symbolizes Christ, many
Christians do not like the connotation in another sense—the com
mon use of “X” to signify an unknown or non-entityne further
note—the original stamp is a blotchy mess, as can be seen in-the fol
lowing enlagement.

Certainly the technology was available at the time the stamp
was issued to have done a better job. It appears this stamp was a
rushed afterthought.

The Masonic Stamp Club of New York, Inc.
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.

[ CANADA %3 POSTAGE |

The stamp was reprinted in 199§
to honor SirWilliam Mulock, the
postmaster general in 1898. Muloc
was instrumental in the introductio
of the two-cent international postags
rate.The reprinted stamp is as show
on the right. In this case the mess B
not quite so evident because of the reduced size of the(@2pl
#86, 1722)

RECONSTRUCTING FORT DUQUESNE

esign of this stamp is actually
Dcompilation of the imaginations ;&UQU l,sz =
of five different peopleA painting of § m;. £ b
the probable scene by J. R. Chap r-_ﬁ‘-m. »
was used as the basis for an engravi ¢
by T. R. Smith (c. 1850)This work,
however does not show a burning
fort or General Forbes on his litté¢tenry Marcus Moran created a
painting (c. 1945) of the scene that shows these defta#spostage
stamp designerdVilliam H. Buckley and Douglas Gorsline, com
bined both scenes. In the process, they added a little of their own
imaginations.The following illustrations enable the reader to trace
the design of this unique stan{pISA#1123)
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FORg DUQUESNE
: &Ip e
¥\ S

'

Composite photograph by author
(using T. R. Smith’s engraving and stamp
details.)

RooOsSEVELT COVER-UP

he design of this U.S. National RecovAut A
stamp was taken from a poster drawn g e 6o o
Rudolph L. BortelThe arrangement pictures fouf! vex g s
individuals in an “all for one, one for all” pose, tha
is very appropriate for the desired stamp theme,
his enthusiasm for the project, howevBortel
made one of the figures (second from left) resemble President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, who instigated the National
RecovenAct. As U.S. Postal Service regulations
forbid depicting a living person on a stamp, a
mustache was added to the Roosevelt look-alike,
as seen in the stamp detail (left). Bortel also
missed out on a little detail that further adds to the
intrigue of this stampThe inscription on the
stamp reads, “In a common determination.”
However the “Roosevelt” figure is out of step
with the other three figures.

(USA#732)

-

Painting by Henry Marcus Moran
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A Very Dubious Distinction

ur eminent BrotherRichard Bedford
Bennett, has the dubious distinction
having a mode of transportation name - BN, e
after him. CANA I A
During the great depression, man Y e
rural people could no longerfafd to oper
ate their carsAs a result, they removed the
car motor and had what was left pulled b
a horse, or two horses.
In Canada, this “vehicle,” as it were
became known as a Bennett bugggmed
after Bennett, the Prime Minister infick
at the time, who was blamed for the pog
economic conditions. In the US it becam
known as a Hoover wagon, named aftg
President Herbert Hoover for the same re
son.The following are examples of Bennet
buggies(CDN #357)
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Some Soberingrhoughts

sWorld War Il drifts further and further into his

tory, we might tend to fget the size of this cen
flict. It lasted only about 6 years, but was fagkar
than any war in the history of the world. Of cours
thoseAmericans who served and are still with us wi LA
have vivid memories. Howevieheir number is rap i¢ *3'¢
idly decreasing as can be seen in the following chie FASLECAws
created in 2015.

*
*
*

*

416 MILLION 492® 855,070 o

Americans Served in WWII  Dying Each Day ~ WWII Veterans Today

SURVIVING WWII VETERANS

6,000,000

5,000,000
4,000,000
3,000,000
2,000,000

Given a service person was 18 years old in 1945, then he/she would now
be 88. If he/she were 18 in 1941, then he/she would now Behn&2means
that all of the remaining veterans are likely between 88 and 92 years of age.
At the current death rate, the last surviving W& Id War Il service person
will leave us in about 2021.

For certain, many thousands\&brld War Il service people who were
killed in battle were Freemasons, and | would say a considerable number of
those still with us are also brethren.

We can never repay the debt we owe all those who served or who sup
ported the war &brt in other waysAll we can do is sgyalthough we were
not there, we do, and always will remember YSA#905)
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Masonic Men of theYear

—or 89 years]ime magazine has selected a “Man of
"~ the Year™for its cover The criteria for selection is
based on the amount of influence the individual selecteg
has had on our lives—both positive and negafle
following covers show the Freemasoi$iree shown
were acknowledged more than once; what is shown is the
first cover Keep in mind that this is strictly the “Man of
the Year” recognition. Many Freemasons have been o
the magazine cover for other reasartsose shown here
are, from left to right,: Charles Lindlggr (1927) Walter
Chrysler(1928), Franklin D. Roosevelt (193@jinston
Churchill (1940), HarryTruman (1945), Gege C.
Marshall (1948) and Martin Luther King (1963).
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Henry Ford’s Biggest Recall

Christopher L. MurphyBF

One of the most damaging hoaxes of i
time, which is still makingtheroundsf® I NITED STATES
is a document calle@he Pptocols of the
Wise Men of Zioror The Potocols of the
Meeting of the Learned Elders of Zidrhe
Protocols,as they have come to be knowi|
were originally published in Russia ii
1903. The ridiculous document details
master plan for world conquest by Jewis
people. The purpose of originating an(
publishing the document was purely ani
Semitic. It portends to be thefiafal plan
or plot developed by a secret Jewisbao¥
ization. Many people were fooled by th
Protocols. In Germany about 100,00
copies were published in 192@dolph

Sributed throughout the US in the 1920s
When Ford realized the foolishness of this
X S action, he profoundly apologized and pro
Hitler refers to theProtocolsin his book, claimed his friendship with the Jewish peo

Mein Kampf. Although Hitler acknowd . .
edges them to be a hoax, he neverthel Ig. It appears highly evident, howewrat

embraces them as the true aims of th ord himself never really sat down and
: : '6ad theProtocolsprior to publishing them.
Jewish people. In Hitlés own words.

Had he done so, he would have seen the
the ridiculous “plan” was to be surrepti

It's completely indifferent from tiously implemented through the Masonic
what Jewish brain these disclo- Order after which the Order would be
sures originated; the important destroyed. In this wayheProtocolsserved
thing is that with positively terrify- to discredit both the Jewish people and the
ing certainty they reveal the nature Masonic Order Ford joined the Masonic
and activity of the Jewish people Order in 1894. He was a staunch membe
and expose their inner contexts as of his lodge for almost 53 yeard/e can
well as their ultimate final aims. reason, therefore, that in addition to com

mon sense, his Masonic knowledge would
Readership of, and interest in thdédave made him realize the total invalidity
Protocolsin the United &tes was given a of the claims made in thHerotocols.
boost in 1920 when Henry Ford published Whatever the case, one must admit tha
parts of them in his newspaper théhe Protocols are deviously cleverhe
Dearborn Independencdde also funded author or authors “cover all bases,” as it
printing of 500,000 copies that were -diswere, in the following statement.
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| beg you to note that among those B
making attacks upon us will also be
organs established by us, but they
will attack exclusively points that
we have predetermined to alter.

Prasosires Presesites

The Protocols

While there are claims thBrotocols of the
date back to the late 1700s, current reseal Wise MEN oF ZioN
indicates they were probably composed § &
the early 1900sThe person thought to b CTransissed from
responsible for the hoax was Pyo B Ty gy S S
Ivanovich Rachkovskyhead of the Russia & to Confound Enemies of Democracy &
Secret Service abroad. He was headqu o = Senaia
tered in Paris for 18 years, being recalled Prophecy w to
1902. One of his former aides admitted i o = e
1917 that thé>rotocolshad been created i Cuosex Prorir

Paris and that Rachkovsky gave the order
create them. From this statement, it appe

there were more than one authavith g by Ry Recios ol
Rachkovsky as the “mastermind.”

The question might be why on eartl
would | want to get into this ridiculous issut
in our quarterly?The answer is that man - —
years ago a young Freemason wrote to rcover or title page of a 1920 New York pub-
highly distraught about the documemhis jication of the Protocols. | have not con-
was when the Internet was in its infansy  firmed that this was the publication Henry
he had to send me a hard copy Ford financed, but believe it is.

| too was taken aback with a cursor,
reading. Keep in mind that it is exceedingl{dnfortunately people who are highly suc
well written and properly presented. | thewgessful in a particular disciple (especially
diligently read it, analyzed it, and re-<elebrities) are automatically given high
searched the source. credibility in non-related disciplines\s a

There can be little doubt that theesult, when Ford published tiotocols
Protocols have served to fuel the fires ohis name gave them unwarranted legitima
suspicion as to Masonic aims and objectivey. It was a serious blundewhich will
by ill-informed and shallow people (partic never be completely erasesll we can do
ularly some media people). is state the facts and move o@JSA

Just why Henry Ford chose to “run#1286A)
with something of this nature defies logic.

\\\\\ 1%
Ee———————

/{//W
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Rushmore Revisited

he Mount Rushmore monumen

created by the eminent Freemasg
Gutzon Boglum and his son, Lincoln
was again featured on a US sta
(2008). Its a nice stamp, although pe
haps somewhat contemporary for so
of us.

The problem with depiction of the
carvings is that no matter what o
does, the scale is not apparent. In ot
words, something is needed as a ref]
ence to judge the immense size of t
heads.

The photograph seen here dogs
exactly thatWe see a worker scaling
down the nose gibraham Lincoln and
immediately realize the relative ce
parison.

The Boglums were highly gifted
in their ability to conceptualize gigantis
proportions. In all the Bgtums and
400 workers created the monume
Their knowledge of how to use explg
sives to “get what they want” was
amazing. g

The entire sculpture was essential
created between 1927 and 1941. GutZ
died in the final year and his son co
pleted the project. Originallyit was
planned that the figures would be seul
tured from head to waist, but infaient
funding forced the carving work to end

Lincoln Boglum died in 1986 at the
age of 73, ironically the same age as his
father at his death. 2

Mount Rushmore is a national treag
ure.Works of that nature are very rar@.

Freemasons is also highly netrthy.
(USA#4268)
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GeorgeWashington’s Last
Dir ect Relative in the
Male Line

On April 9, 1991, a news article by
reporter Jacllexander was published
in theWeekly V@rld Newswith the follow
ing headline:

| cannot tell a lie...

I’'m the last twig on George
Washington’ s family tree

The article featured BilWashington
of Bradley lllinois, who's photograph, as
seen here, was featured. Bill, who was §&
years old at the time had documentatio
that proved he was the great (to the 5f
power) grandson of Augustine
Washington, the father of Geoge

Washington, first President of the United ) ] ) ]
States. While some might question various

Although there are thousands 0pewspapers,lwill venture to say that this

Washington descendants, none, exceﬁ'itide is !ikely genuineWe gre told that
Bill, can be traced back #ugustine. Bill 9€nealogist had traced Bill down and

descended from Lawrence, one of Ggor contacted him in the mid_ _19705'
Washingtons half brothers, thus theHowevel,r he already knew of his lineage
direct male connection but “never paid any attention to ithe

For certain, Bill would no longer beOnly similarity noted to Gege Washing
with us. He did not have a brothand his is that Bill has a similar nose.

sister had died some years earlide is Bill' s occupation is not stated, we just

survived by two daughters (no sons. a knqw that he Workeq for 41 years, liked
result, he was the “last twig” as hd fish, and dabbled in photography

claimed.
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The Washington Monument’s Secet?

e might be pushing the envelope a bit,

there could be something to a little “high-fl
ing” interpretation of theNashington Monument: =8 .eu.@
For sure, there were no planes or helicopters ard
at the time the structure was built; however th¢
were hot-air balloons that ascended to consider:
heights.As a result, viewing objects on earth frold
high in the air was not unknowhhe adjacent pho
tographs shows th&/ashington Monument fro
the air at an angle. If the angle were “plumb-Iifie
straight” to the top center of the the structure, then
the diagram here would be about what you would
see. It5 hardly a point within a circle, but such is
not out-of-the-question.

Is it possible that brethren involved in th
building of the Monument thought about this
They obviously did not mention it, or we woul
know for sure.

As a matter of fact, | dohthink they thought
about very much other than that the obelisk i
essentially a grave stone that symbolizes resurrec
tion, or a life hereafter (keep in mind it was intend
ed to interWashingtons remains in a tomb below
the structure)(USA, Issued 1960)

The Cutting Edge: Although lodge

tylers are now normally equippec
with an ordinary sword, such is noi
the true “implement of his fi€e.”

Our ancient brethren used what i
called a “wavy sword” as seen here
It represents the Biblical flaming
sword that was placed at the east
the Garden of Eden to guard thi
entranceArtists often show an angel
holding the sword. It did not have ¢ T

e R —
) STATES®JAPAN

= UNITED

scabbard because it was alway
“ready”

U.S. POSTAGE iC
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Snake Symbolism

Ithough the Bible pro shown with its tail in its

vides a record from “cre mouth as seen here (top)
ation,” as it were, certainly Whenever a snake wasg
few people on the earth wereseen, people were reminde
aware of its message forof its symbolistic signifi
untold centuries. Such peoplecance.
created their own religions On your Masonic
with rituals and numerousapron, you will see that the
symbols. Generally speaking,'S” hook used to fix the
all religions have as theirapron around your waist is
basis the principle of the uni a snake. Its use reflects thg
verse: Birth, Life, Death andmeaning explained here. It
Re-Birth. Such was representhas nothing to do with the
ed by a circle, and the animaBiblical snake that the devil
used to represent this theméecame to tempidam and
was a snakelhe creature was Eve in the Garden of Eden.

The Acacia Secet — Made in USA

True acacia branches do not term
nate with a single leaf as illustrate
here (A). This was likely the type of
acacia referenced in the Ritual of th
Third Degree. It is found in Egypt
where it is called “Egyptian thornThe
“acacia” used in Masonic symbolism is
not really acacia at all. It is actually the ¥
Black Locust (Robinia pseudoacaci) Srrics oF Ackcik
(B), which is also called “Falg&cacia.” e e waces By e s
It is a native plant of Eastern Nortlacacia looked like, they were provided
America, and other than its “sprigs” isith a sprig of false acacidhen again,
very different from true acacia. It waghey might have been given both, anc
not introduced into the Eastern hemdecided that the false version with its
sphere until the seventeenth centutyop leaf” was far better art-wise —
(1600s). Obviously someone took it looked much nicer when it is made into
there and it became confused with the wreath.

true acacigAcacia vera)l suppose that  For certain, when we look at
when early Masonic artists asked whaflasonic art (regalia, paintings, jewelry
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and so forth), we can zero-in on that little top le
and say to ourselves “Made in USA.”

False acacia depicted on a British stamp
issued in 2009. The planting of the tree
depicted is dated c. 1762.

Elivis — Forever Remembeed

>

T

) ( )

#

Yy

[

i 4

O

Bro. Norman Lincoln brings to ourlion copies. During his entire career he
attention the new US “forever”appeared in 31 movies, 2 documentaries,
postage stamp depicting Elvis Preslegnd many television programs.
(1937-1977). He was not a Freemason, but | saw “The King” when he came to
those of us (probably most of us) who weréancouverBC (August 31, 1957). and per
around in the early “Elvis era” will fondly formed at our ovecrowded Empire
remember him as an important part of otadium. It was certainly a “forever” event
teen years. for me, as the new stamp appropriately
In all, 70 countries have featured Elvishows.
on stamps. In the US alone, previous Many thanks to Bro. Lincoln for pro
stamps sold depicting him totaled morgiding the information given here. Long
than 600 million. His records (78s, 45s anlive the King.
LPs) are believed to have sold about 1 bi{USA, Issued 2015)
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to this is NO. However there is an esote
connection that is both interesting al
amusing, and was likely on the minds of o
ancient brethren who created Masonic rit
al. Unfortunatelyit has resulted in man
“attacks” against the Order by religiou
zealots, especially Christian fundamentg
ists.Where | show Point Numbers in thefol n &
lowing, please consider what is said incofle KEEELNIARZVYTo V0N [1]1]1 s
nection with Masonic ritual.

Adam was given a certain “secret’ b
God and _he passed down this secret to :REFUHLIQUE PW
sons, Cain and\bel. Here you need to i e M Posrrfss?
stretch your imagination and conclude th
this was the first “secret socigtpr more T /
correctly a society with a secret—Poin
One.

Cain killed Abel and became the evi
side of the societywhich had connection
with the devil involving satanic oath
Point Two, strictly on the word “oaths,”
which means solemn promise&dam’s
third son, Seth, born aftétbel's murder
was also given the “secret” aAdam and
Seth became the good side of the socig
Both Cain and Seth passed the secret do
to their descendants—Poihree. Please s il
dont ask how they managed to havTop: Adam and Eve; Lower: Cain and
descendants, this is not a scientific discLAbel.
sion.
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Time goes on; we now have many-peaomment and provide me with some “light”
ple in both “camps”— evil and good, androm their perspective.
we have arrived at the time of Noah who How did | get embroiled in this rather
was in the good society and naturally-posbscure subjects it happened, some time
sessed the “secret.” During this time, therggo an old house in my neighborhood was
was an on-going “battle,” as it weredemolished and carted awaly walked
between the two factions (evil and goodjcross the empty lot and saw géaround
and evil eflectively got the upper hand. Godyranite stone. It fitted perfectly in my hand
decides that He has had enough and plansutm | mused that such was likely nsafirst
destroy all the inhabitants of the Earth, saveeapon.This led me to think of Cain and
Noah and his family—Noaé’'ark and the Abel, concluding that Cain likely used a
Great flood followWhen the flood abatedstone like this to kill his brothel made a
and the world started angMoah recorded sculpture of a lgier than normal hand held
the “secret” in some way and put it in twdang the stone (Cain was a vengeman). |
pillars—Point Four The location is not later added a black raven because after Cai
known, but the secret was evidently vemnurdered his brothehe looked over and
involved. saw a raven standing by the bddye raven
We now have just a good secret sogietyas scratching the ground as if to turn the
but it does not last long because Nsabh, earth. God had sent the raven to tell Cair
Ham (apparently tempted by the devilhat he must bury the badyence the orig
turns “evil.” As a result we again end upnation of Gods law that we must bury the
with two camps, but this time they “min dead.
gle.” The end result is one world with both ~ Granite, by the way was part of Biblical
good and evil people mixed, and the ofrfereation” so the stone you see in the fol
going battle between the two, but gooldwing images was likely around in some
always triumphs over evil in the final analyform when the evil deed took place. | later
Sis. added a clock to nytand of Cairsculpture
You are probably wondering abouto mark the relentless passage of time.
those pillarsThey (tongue in cheek) were  As to the stamps illustrated, they sort of
safely transplanted to King Solomsen’“Came to pass,” and can be justified as par
Temple and are now “owned” by theof a Masonic collection as a reminder of
Masonic Order—Point Four reinforced. what they represenfAdam and Eve,
For certain, our ancient brethren siftetlatican City Issued 1994; Cain andlbel,
through all of this speculation and deveFrance, Issued 1997)
oped a “system” as it were, which we now Now, having taken you on this rather
enjoy However | sincerely hope that | havestrange and complicated journegm com
not misinterpreted any misinterpretationgelled to take you just a little bit further to
and will stand corrected if anyone wishes et the record straight.
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When our ancient brethren composd
Masonic ritual, they did not reinvent thg
wheel. They used everything they coulq
find (including symbolism) in the “Ancient
Mysteries,” as our distinguished educat
Albert Mackey calls them, to make a poin
This material is included the Oléstament
and other writings connected with “reli
gions,” societycustoms, and so forthhey
took what they could find and REDIRECT
ED it to substantiate what | call the 1
Commandments of Freemasqniyhich
are:

| Temperance §
Il For titude i
[l Prudence -
IV Justice = + &
V Faith -
VI Hope H
VII Charity 3
VIII Friendship 3
IX Morality

X Brotherly Love

XI Relief -

A XIl Truth __

VLT i

L T

In the EAdegree a candidate is told tha
nothing in Freemasonry will conflict with
his duty to God, his countriyis neighbor or
himself. The inference here is to the abo
“commandments” which are the foundatio
of every religion and desired conduct (Hand of Cain sculpture.
human interactions since the beginning
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“human” time (albeit not always followedevil. The same can be said for interpreta
as they should have been). tions of the Oldlestament, th&almud and
It does not matter what osgdarticular the Quran or Korarifhe NewTestament
religion might be (Christian, Jewishwent in a completely dédrent (opposite)
Islamic, Buddhist and so forth), none wiltlirection. Rather than an “eye for and eye”
deny even one of these “commandmentst’says “turn the other cheek,” and uneguiv
In short, the Masonic Order “aced” th@cally supports the Masonic Command-
entire field. ments, and provides us with the Golder
Yes, Masonic ritual goes slightlyfof Rule.
track with a bit of a bias to Christianity = Generally speaking, Freemasonry ha
Even Mackey grimaces a little here. Sonadways taken the NeWestament route (turn
scholars say that it was there from the statie other cheek) on issues raised by journa
but | think it sort of crept in later—perhapssts, film/television producers, and individu
to make Christians a little more comfortals (essentially “witch hunters”) who would
able.Whatever the case, it is not a majdar sooner write than read; thus we end uj
Issue. with what are called “docu-fictions” that
Certainly if one examines the origia intentionally stress the perceived or imag
tion of some of the “Ancient Mysteries” andned negative to increase public attention.
Masonic symbolism, he or she will see that Just to be cleathe actual ten com
they were originally associated with anciemhandments given by God to Moses are jus
“gods” in Hebrew Greek, Roman, andas important in Masonic philosophy as the
Asian cultures.The foremost example isMasonic “commandments” | present in this
Masonic use of the sun and the moon p@aperFreemasonry simply took the essenc
llustrate dependency (they are always @i Gods Commandments and created it
time). The sun was likely the first “god” in “dogma” (set of principles laid down by an
human existence, but to connecuthority as incontrovertibly true).
Freemasonry to sun worship is absurd. |also need to stress that Freemasonry |
There are all sorts of examples of this-“di?NOT a religion by any stretch of ose’
connect” in Craft Freemasonry (Bluemagination. In most countries it simply
Lodge) and beyondhe fist seven Masonic acknowledges a Supreme Being or Creatc
“‘commandments” are allegorically repreof the Universe. Some countries have
sented by women, but to conclude thaeparted from this “acknowledgement” to
Freemasons worship ancient female-godccommodate the “disbelieveNeverthe-
desses is beyond absurd. less, | repeat, you will not find one person of
There is really no end to what you caany religion or position in life who would
do with ritual and symbolism, be itdisagree with even one of the Masonic
Masonic, religious, pagan or culturgbu Commandments.
can go in any direction—towards good or
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Birth of Old Glory — Little Messages

Sen here is a highly roman
ic, but probably highly
inaccurate depiction of the
“Birth of OId Glory.” In this
case, we would have to con
clude that Betsy Ross went tg
the home of a very wealthy per
son with the flag and two chil [Eise =
dren. For certain, what we see i
not the home of a widowedg/
seamstress, and there is no mejg
tion of her having children.

Nevertheless, the scene i
not impossible, it is justimpreb
able, and the artwork is superidviost
artists are dreamers, that is what accou
for their creativity

Note the little footstool in the fore

both religious and very forthright. Indeed,
Iiﬁgvas freedom of religion iAmerica that
brought great numbers of immigrants tc
that country
: - . One other little “message” is seen ir
ground with a hat and stick placed on i :
That is likely GeageWashingtors hat and {he fact that GegeWashington ar_1d one B
stick. Right behind the stool is a dar the other men have swords. _It is unlikely
book, which is obviously a Bible (no othel‘fh.ey.WOUI(.j have been_ wearing such fo
books of that nature were available at t Q'S lttle fne_ndly gatheringThe message
IS, “We are fighting for the freedom of our

time). You might think that this little . . i :
arrangement is out-of-place; why woul@eople and this flag will unite us in that

somebody put a footstool there, and théff!
put a Bible on the floor¥vhat we have

here is an “artistic message.” It tells us tthetatl',,on' It is tnO]E t?]ased.otn an;l_/| profes
GeogeWashington is a religious man and'Ona account ot the painting. Howeyer

he is acting with trust and faith in God?'t 1S always in the “eye of the beholtler
Masons will recall in the EAegree, “bur (USA#1004)
trust being in God, your faith is well

founded.” | dort know if the artist was a

Mason, but he would not have to be *The traditional
include such a “message.” He would ha  scene of the
simply thought about the mind-set of tt  “Birth of OId
time when mosAmerican colonists were Glory.”

Please note that this is a personal inte
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