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July 3, 1992

Dear Nick,

By chance I have found out that there is a Masonic Lodge in
Balaton MN. When making my inquiries, I was told that this
year the town celebrates its centennial and the lodge is 75
years old. All in the same year. As a Masonic stamp
enthusiast I thought something must be done. So I designed,
drew, printed, colored, made the envelope, folded, glued. 1In
other words, I made the 1lot, save that of the stamps.
Decided that it should be a limited and numbered issue. The
explanatory letter also was individually colored and
addressed to each recipient, just like yours. Only sent to
interested Masons and very close friends.

All the best to you and to the Offices of the New York
Masonic Stamp Club.

Fraternally,

< /- s
Vic Fabian
Lake

BALATON
Hungary

Centennial of Balaton, Minnesota
July 3, 1892-1992
Nicholas Batalias

27-05 Urban Place
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410

Balaton Masonic Lodge #291 F&AM

75 -- found
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3 July 1992

Dear Nick,

A small town in the south-west of
Minnesota in the United States of
America is called Balaton.

It is unclear how this settlement
got its name 100 years ago, but it
is written in history that after a
Ballot-on everyone there was happy
of the chosen name for their town.
Presently Balaton has a population
of 750 people.

Balaton is the largest lake in
Europe and it is located in
Hungary. Several rivers run to it.
Early in the nineteenth century
this watershed became controlled
and thus the present.shape of lake
Baiaton has been created.

The lake is 75km long (45miles}),
and 15km (10 miles) at the widest
point. At the Tihany peninsula it
is only 1.5km (1 mile) across the
lake. The southern shore is rather
shallow, ideal for bathing and it
is a popular summer vacation place.
On the lake sailing and waterskiing
may be enjoyed. Fishing is an all
year around pass time. The world
renouned pike-perch comes from
these waters. In the winter when
the lake freezes over ice yachting
is very popular.

On the northern shore line, in the
hills wine production makes this
part of the country famous.

Regards,

e Jale
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8 Northgrove Ave.
Auckland 1309
New Zealand

30 July 1992

Dear Nick,

By now you have received a letter from Balaton MN, dated July 3, 1992 and wonder,
what is it all about?

As I was planning to go to Minnesota, looked at the list of Lodges that I may visit
while I am there. To my surprise I saw Balaton, which is the name of a large lake in
Hungary. Immediately I thought that there may be some Hungarians that may have
setitled there many years ago and how interesting it would be to visit that Lodge and
that town. and in the process to find out what Hungarian customs may be still be
known in the middle of America. .

Wrote to the Secretary of Lodge Balaton. In reply discovered that it was actually
settled by Norwegians hundred years ago and the centennial celebration will be held
July 3, 1992 about the time I would be in Mi ta. I thought this event should be
suitably commemorated. So I went about to produce a philatelic cover that you
received with the enclosed explanation of Balaton, I not only designed it but also
made it all by myself. That is I drew, wrote, colored, cut, folded, glued them. In
other words except for the stsmps they were made by my own hands! To top this, when
I visited Balaton, with the assistance of the Secretary of the Lodge, the Postmaster
let me cancel each of the covers so they would be as perfect as possible. I wss
proud of myself to achieve this and with limited addition of only 20, they are now in
many parts of the world, i.e. U.5.A., Hungary, Germany, New Zealand, Brazil, where [
have friends who have Masonic and philatelic interest and do appreciate my effort.

To make this visit memorable to the town of Balaton, I also arranged that a
beautifully printed picterial book of Lake Balaton in Hungary, with text writtem in
English and dedicated by my personal friend who was the first Grand Master of the
Hungarian Grand Lodge of FAM after it was allowed to practice in 1989 and also signed
by the present Grand Secretary and stamped with the seal of the Grand Lodge Hungary
was sent to me in Minnescota so I could formally present it to the Mayor of Balaton.
It is interesting that this town in the new world, in the State of 10,000 lakes gets
its name from a lake in the old world.

I do hope that this will explain the full story that is behind the Balaton covers.

Fraternally,

MC /&(/’f{am

Vic Fabian
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PHILA-MASONICA-CLUB
QUATUOR CORONATI WIEN

A1010 WIEN
RAUHNENSTEINGAIZE 3
TELEFON (933201274 32

Dr.Herbert Schmid
Hackenberggasse 29/33/3
A-1190 Wien Austria

Mr.
Allan BOUDREAU,Ph.D.

Masonic Stamp Club of NY
Masonic Hall - Box 10

46 West 24th Str.

NEW YORK, N.Y.10010
Usa

Vienna, June 20, 1992

Dear Brotherr Allan,

I am glad to be able to send vou two new covers and our bulletin
No.7 of our PHILA MASONIC CLUB of VIENNA.

After the covers in foreign language (German), so in English
a short intormation:

Cover No 10: The consecreation of the deputy lodge ILLYRIA -
March,21,1992. Deputy Lodge ILLYRIA is a new Lodge under Grand
Lodue of Austria for brothers from Croatia and Slowenia during the
civil war in Yuaoslavia. In Vienna was after the consecreation a
reception from 18 Croatian and Slowenian brothers.

The picture show the jewels of the Lodae ILLYRIA.

Cover No.1ll: The first exhibition of MASONIC STAMPS in Austria
(Freemason-Museum Schlof (castle) Rosenau/Austria).

Price per cover USS$ 2,00 + USS 1,00 (Air Mail return). Please send
no sheques!

Yours sincerely and fraternally
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ERSTE MASONISCHE BRIEFMARKEN-

WERBESCHAU in OSTERREICH

FREIMAURERMUSEUM SCHLOSS ROSENAU
10. — 12. April 1992

FREIMAURERE! IN OSTERREICH
3924 ROSENAU SCHLOSS

250 JAHRE
FREIMAUREREI IN OSTERREICH

WWMWMH:QE

LICHTEINBRINGUNG in die
DEPUTATIONSLOGE ILLYRIA
im ORIENT WIEN 21. 3. 1992

ILLYRIA

1 "da@ FHOTLIAS SONIHd

s 3
ILLYRIA

UNOSENJE SVIJETLA Dep. L.

VIIATTI

«n CONSECREATION of the
o DEPUTY-LODGE ILLYRIA
Or. VIENNA 3. 21. 1992 PHILA-MASONICA-CLUB QUATUOR CORONATIWIEN NA. 10
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7601 Wesleyan Place
Louisville, KY 40242-40737
july 24, 1992

The Masonic Philatelist
Masonic Stamp Club of New York
22 East 35th Street

New York, NY 10016

As you are aware, Kentucky celebrated it's Bicentennial as a
State on June 1, 1992, As with other states celebrating their
bicentennial, a special stamp was issued in Danville, Kentucky
on that date. To acknowledge the biéentennial, the Grand
Commandery of Kentucky, Knights Templar, established a special
insigna to commemorate this event.

The special logo has been printed on a limited number of
envelopes and were cancelled on June 1, 1992, at Danville,
as a First day Cover, These covers are available from

Cliff Stigger
7601 Wesleyan Place
Louisville, KY 40242-4037

The cost is $2.00 plus a SASE. The profits from this sale
will be donated to the Knights Templar Eye Foundation. If
sending a check please make it out to Cliff Stigger.

E'copy of the cachet is enclosed for your use. It is requested
that the members of your organization be notified of this FDC.

Fraternally

A ”
_/% e
Cliff Stigger
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Carwros L. Ixpuctrvo
P, 0,Box 3312
Manila, Phillppines

U Centenary
. i
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